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PREFATORY NOTE. 


The series of which the present volumes form a first instalment is 
in some measure an outcome of a suggestion made to the Govern- 
ment of India by the Royal Asiatic Society in June, 1900. The 
Society then pointed out the service which would be rendered to 
Oriental learning by the issue of a series of volumes bearing upon 
the history of India, particularly in ancient and medieval times, 
such as texts or translations of works b\ native writers, indexes, 
monographs, dictionaries of proper names, maps, and other 
materials for historical research. The suggestion was favourably 
received by the Government of 1 ndia, and, with the concurrence 
of the Secretary of State, arr ingements have been made for the 
publication, under the auspices of the Royal Asiatic Society, of 
an * Indian Texts Series’ on the lines indicated. Several volumes 
are already in hand, and will be issued in due course. 

When adopting the proposal thus made to them, the Govern- 
ment of India decided to extend its scope by preparing a com- 
panion series to dehl with the more modern history of India. 
This is to comprise selections, notes, or compilations from the 
records of the Indian Government, or of the Iiidic. Office in 
London, and will be known as the ‘ Indian Records Series,’ The 
volumes now published will be followed by otheis on ‘ The History 
of Fort William, Calcutta,’ containing papers selected by the late 
Dr. C. R. Wilson ; * The Reports of Streynsham Master on {^is 
Tours in Bengal and Madras, 1676-1680,* edited by Sir Richard 
Temple, Bart., C.I.E.; * Papers Relating to the Administration of 
Lord Clive,’ by Mr. G. W. Forrest, C.I.E. ; and ‘ The History of 
Fort St. George and other Public Buildings at Madras,’ by 
Colonel H. D. Love, R.E. 

It is only necessary o add that the various editors have full 
discretion as to the treatment of their subjects, and are therefore 
alone responsible alike for what is included and what is omitted. 

/w$et 1905 . 
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PHEFACE. 


The object of this Selection of Papers i^ to throw as much light 
as possible upon the Revolution by which the power of the 
Muhammadan Government was broken up» and the way prepared 
for British domination, in Bengal. 

For this purpose I have myself examined not only the Records 
in Calcutta, but those in London, Paris, and the Hague. The 
publication of an admirable lYcss List of their Records by the 
Government of Madras made a personal examination of these docu- 
ments unnecessary ; and a few Records (rom Pondicherry, which 
I have included, were sent me by the French authorities. The 
Right Honourable the Earl of Powis most kindly gave me access 
to the family papers used by Malcolm in his * Life of Robert, Lord 
Clive,’ Their great value lies in the fact that many of them are 
private letters, in which Clive freely expressed his feelings to friends 
or relatives. They are^ I think, necessary to the full appreciation 
of his many-sided character ; and if they detract in any degree 
from its heroic aspect, they at any rnte make him more human, 
and so the student is better able to understand the part played in 
the events of the time by his colleagues, Drake and Watson, 
whom History has relegated to an inferior position, or men like 
Watts and Scrafton, who worthily filled subordinate yet necessary 
parts, but are now almost forgotten. 

In making this Selection my two chief difficulties were the 
absence of documentary evidence upon certain points, and the 
superabundance of information upon others. The former has been 
partially overcome by the discovery amongst the Dutch Records 
of copies of letters from the Council of Fort William, the originals 
of which have disappeared.^ As regards the latter difficulty, I have 

^ Amongst these is the Councirs declaration of war against the Nawab after the 
recapture of Calcutta, Vol. II., p. 83. 
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esududed all those papers and portions of papers which I consider 
pX little importance or which seem to have no distinctive historical 
bearing?. I may mention that in the middle of the eighteenth cen- 
tury communicMtion between England and India was so tedious 
that an exchange of letters generally occupied a whole year ; con- 
secjncntly, the despatches, or 'general letters,’ of the East India 
Company to its Settlements, as also the replies from those 
St ttlcments, are lengthy documents dealing with a multitude of 
different subjects, more especially those connected with commerce. 
This has forced me to omit long passages from these letters, but as 
references are given in the ' Contents ’ to the sources from which 
I have taken my originals, the student can if he pleases refer to 
them himself without much trouble. 

The documents selected from the French and Dutch Records 
have never, I believe, been published, though I think it is certain 
that Colonel Mallcson must have had access to many of the former. 
The difference of tone in the Records of the two nations marks 
very clearly the fact that the Dutch were oiir allies and the 
French our enemies, and, in truth, some of the French papers have 
been included not because of their historical value as accurate 
accounts of what really happened, but as written records of the 
rumours and beliefs prevalent at the time amongst the people of 
the land ; for action is based rather upon belief than upon fact, 
and, without knowing what the people and the Native Government 
thought of the British, it is not possible to understand clearly 
either why Siraj-uddaula behaved as he did, or why the inhabi- 
tants of Bengal were absolutely apathetic to events which handed 
over the government of their country to a race so different from 
their own. I translated all the French documents and a few of 
the Dutch myself. Translations of the remainder were sent me by 
Dr. Colcnbrander. 

As regards the Indian Government Records, amongst which we 
have to include the Orme Manuscripts, there is decidedly less 
novelt>. Some important papers were published by Malcolm; 
others more recently by Colonel Temple and that delightful writer, 
Dr. Busteed, i^hoSb pages, as in those of the Rev. H. B. Hyde and 
the late Dr, C. K. Wilson, there are many suggestions as to possible 
sources of information. A#^very large number of papers was 
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published over a hundred years ago by Holwell, Verelst, Vansittart, 
Ives, Watts, and Scrafton, and also in the Reports of the Parlia- 
mentary Select Committees on Indian Affairs, not to mention the 
newspapers, magazines, and Government Gazettes. About twelve 
years ago my predecessor, Mr. G. W. Forrest, C.I.E., caused a 
large collection of papers from the Madras Records (covering the 
whole period during which Clive was in India) to be printed in 
the Government Central Press at Calcutta. This rendered it un- 
iiecessary to make fresh copies of several of the Records included 
in this Selection, and so saved much tune and tionble. These 
have, of course, been compared in every in stance with originals in 
London or Madras. 

I ought to add that the idea of including extracts from the 
magazines and newspapers of the pcrio 1 (Appendix II.) was 
suggested by Mr. T. R. Munro’s discovei) of some lists of the 
Black Hole victims in the Scoh Mafrazine 

The question of the most suitable spelling of Indian words and 
names of persons and places has beem one of much difficulty. To 
modernize them entirely would have altered the whole complexion 
of the old Records. I have tried, therefore, merely to observe 
something like uniformity in each particular document, and have 
gi\en in the introduction and index the correct spelimg according 
to the accepted system' of transliteration for the various languages 
to which the words and names belong. I presume no apology is 
necessary for alterations in the punctuation, though even here I 
have left the old punctuation in all cases where an alteration was 
not absolutely necessary to make the meaning intelligible. 

To the Selection is prefixed an Historical Introduction based 
mainly upon the documents now published, but partly upon the 
works of contemporary writers like Orme, Ives, Holwell, Scrafton, 
Watts, and Ghulam Husain Khan. In this Introduction I have 
dealt in greatest detail w'th points which, I believe, have not been 
cleared up by earlier writers, or in regard to which I think previous 
conclusions need some modification. At the same time, as I know 
well that neither official records nor contemporary writers are 
always absolutely trustworthy, I have tried to avoid all criticism 
of the statements and opinions of my predecessors. 

The illustrations which will be found in this work have beeq 
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txlCjGin from various well-known sources, with the exception of the 
pOflCtraits'of Mr. and Mrs. Watts and the picture of Mr. Watts 
Omicluding the Treaty with Mir Jafar and his son Miran. These 
have been photographed from pictures in the possession of Mr. 
E. H. Watts of Hanslope Park, Buckinghamshire, and are now 
for the lirst time presented to the public. 

Amongst the many persons from whom 1 have received much 
valuable assistance I wish more particularly to offer my thanks 
to Lieutenant-Colonel D. G. Crawford, M. Henri Omont 

and M. Charles de la Ronciere of the Bibliotheque Nationale 
at Paris, Dr. Colcnbrandcr of the State Archives at the Hague, 
Mr, J. A. Herbert of the British Museum, and Messrs. A. N. 
Wollaston, C.I.E., William Foster, and F. W. Thomas of the India 
Office. Prof. Blutnhardt has very kindly assisted me in identifying 
many almost unrecognisable names of persons and places. 

The very laborious task of correcting the proofs and comparing 
them with the original documents has been performed by Miss 
Hughes of the Royal Asiatic Society, to whom I am much 
indebted for the care and pains she has bestowed upon a piece of 
work the difficulty of which can be appreciated only by the few 
persons who have had to deal with similar papers. 


wS. C. H. 



INTRODUCTION. 


CHAPTER 1 . 

THE KINGDOM OF RLNGAL. 

‘ riic Paiiulue of India J f aw > 

Ihe kingdom of Bengal, a province subject to the Emperors 
of Delhi, comprised in the middl * of the eighteenth century the 
three districts of Bengal Pioper, Haliar, aiid Or ssa, and occupied 
the lower valleys of the Himalayas and the deltas of the Ganges 
and Brahmaputra Rivers. It was go\^=‘rned by Nawabs or 
deputies of the Emperor, sometimes ippointed from Delhi) but 
more often merely confirmed by their nominal master in an office 
\Nhich they had seized by force, and which they strove to make 
hereditary. For five hundred years these Nawabs had been, by 
race if not by birth, foreigners to Bengal. They were Afghan 
Moghuls, or Persians. ^ 

Without entering into detail, it is sufficient to say that the 
British on their arrival in Bengal found it inhabited by a people 
the great bulk of whom were Hindus, governed by a Muhammadan 
minority. The Nawabs, relying as they did for their supremacy on 
a foreign soldiery, considered it wise to hold their warlike followers 
in check by the employment of up-countr}' Hindus in many of the 
high offices of State, both civil and military, and in the government 
of subordinate divisions of the Kingdom. These Hindus were 
especially influential in matters of finance, for the commerce of the 
province was almost entiu ly in the hands of gieat merchants, most 
of whom were up-country Hindus, like Omichand and the Seths, 
though a few were Armenians, like Coja Wajid and Aga Manuel. 
Most of the leading men in the country then were foreigners, and 
^ Vol III , p 160, note 

* Afghan and Fathan are used synonymously . — Wtlson 

A 
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real Bengalis were seldom of sufficient importance to be 
nientioned by native historians, though in the * Records * of the 
Bast India Company occur the names of such men as Govind 
Rftm Mitra and Raja Naba Krishna, the founders of families 
which have risen to wealth and influence under British rule. 

We know very little of Bengal and its inhabitants previous to 
the Muhammadan invasion in a.d. 1200, but certain minor dis- 
tricts were long left in the hands of the Hindu nobles, and in the 
pages of Scrafton and Holwell we find descriptions of parts of 
Bengal which retained even in 1750 many traces of the primitive 
Hindu manners and government. But these were exceptions, 
and the Bengali nation had become a subject race absorbed in the 
01 dinary concerns of life, and apathetic to all affairs of State and 
government. Temperate and abstemious, charitable, ready to 
sacrifice their lives for the preservation of their religious purity, 
their women chaste and affectionate, they were 

* almost stiangcis to many ol those passions that foim the pleasure and pain of 
our lives. Love— at least, all the \iolent tumults of it — is unknown to the 
Gentoos’ (Hindus) ‘by then niaii) ng so young. . Ambition is effectually 
restrained by their religion, which hasb> insurmountable baineis confined every 
individual to a limited sphere, and all those follies aiising from debauche^r are 
completely curbed by then abstaining fiom all intoxicating liciuors. But fiom 
hence also they are sli.ingcrs to that vigoi of mind and all the virtues grafted 
on those passions which animate ou? moic active spiiits. . Then temperance 
and the enervating heat of the climate starves all the natural passions, and 
leaves them only avauce, which prevs most on the narrowest minds. 

It may seem strange that a people so gentle, peaceful, and 
apparently docile, should have changed ^o slightly under five 
hundred years of Muhammadan rule, but this absence of change 
IS easily explicable by the existence of the institution which we 
call * caste.* This, with its multitudinous subdivisions, broke up 
the Hindus into a number of groups, the individuals of which 
were bound for life to the sphere in which they were born, and 
the same principle which made a country like Bengal, in which 
the soldier caste was almost -extinct, submit without effort to an 
invader, was the means of preserving uninfluenced the trades, 
manufactures, and occupations dH the other castes ; 

* Scrafton’s ' Reflections on the Government, etc , of Indostan,' p. 16 
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while tile eon can follow no other trade than that of hfs father, the maeii- 
Ihctures can be lost only by*exterminatmg the people 

It IS easy to see also that this indifference of the mass of the 
people towards the Government would be a serious drawback to a 
weak Government in the event of conflict with external forces, and 
would become a source of very great danger if, by misgovernment^ 
indifference were changed into dislike. The accounts of Muham- 
madan rule by Muhammadan writers do not, I must own, show 
any signs of such misgovernment a«5 would impel an Oriental race 
to revolt — in fact> I think every student of social history will con- 
fess that the condition of the peasantry in Bengal in the middle 
of the eighteenth century compared not unfa\cmrdbly with that 
of the same clastik in France or Germany — but it would seem 
if thet^ Vas lif this time a revival of Hindu feeling coinci- 
dent with the gradual weakening ol the Muhammadan^ power 
throqillUbut India as a whole and more particularly in Bengal. 
Thus, we find that the partisans of the British were almost all 
Hindus or prot^gds of the Hindus, and M. Law tells us that the 
Hindu Zanfi^ddii of Bahar would have replaced Siraj-uddaula by 
a Hindu ruler if it had not been for the influence of the Seths. 
The disaffection of the Hindu Rajas to the Muhammadan 
Government had been noticed by other observers— Colonel 
Scot wrote to hi% friend Mr. Noble in 1754 that 

‘the Jentue^ (Hindu) ‘rajahs and inhabitants were much disaffected to the 
Moor* (Muhammadan) ‘Government, and secretly wished for a change and 
opportunity of throwing off their tyrannical yoke 

The fact that the commerce and manufactures of the country 
were almost entirely in the hands of the Hindus naturally 
brought them into close connection with the Hu&pean merebautSf 
who had settled in the country for the purpose of trade, and 
so produced a kind of tacit alliance based mainly upon their 
material mtereatB- 

The stoiy of the settlement of the Europeans m Bengal has 
been told by many writers, and it is therefore unnecessary to go* 
back to an earlier date than the year 1700, when the British were 
already settled at Calcutta or Fort William, the French at Cbander- 

i Vd in , p 328 


» ScrsllSii^s * Reflections, p 9 
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nagore or Fort d'Orl^ans, and the Dutch at Chinsurah or^ Fort 
Gustavus. These Settlements were wealthy and flourishing, and 
to the natives, who were unacquainted with the science of forti- 
fication, they appeared strong and well able to defend themselves 
against any attack by the native Government. It can therefore 
be easily understood how there gradually grew up in the minds, of 
the Bengali Hindus an idea that if the worst came to the worst 
they might find in the presence of these foreigners a means of 
escape from the ills by which they were oppressed. 

The chief events which took place in Bengal from the begin- 
ning of the eighteenth century w^ere as follows : 

In the year 1701 a Brahman convert to Muhammadanism 
named Murshid Kull Khan^ w^as appointed Dlwan, or financial 
representative of the Emperor of Delhi in Bengal. He quarrelled 
with thtf Governor, Nawab Azlm-ushshan,*-^ and transferred his office 
from Dacca (the capital of the province) to the towm of Miiksa- 
dabad, which, in 1704, he renamed after himself Murshidabad, 
though he did not icceive the double office of Governor and 
Dlwan till the year 171^5. His influence at Murshidabad was 
speedily felt by the Europeans. As early as 1706 he exacted 
25,000 rupees from the British in return for “permission to 
establish a Factory at Cossimbazar, so as to facilitate the coining 
of their bullion at the Royal Mint in Murshidabad. By 1713 his 
jealousy and exactions had grown so troublesome that the British 
sent an embassy under Mr. Surman to Delhi to obtain a new 
Farmdn or Patent^ from the Emperor. This was granted in the 
year 1717, and was produced in triumph •at Murshidabad; but 
Murshid Kuli Khan chose to interpret it in a sense much less 
liberal than tha^ taken by the British, and the latter thought 
it prudent to feign contentment with his wishes, for at any rate, 
even with the modifications he proposed, it legalized their position, 
and also gave them immense advantages over their commercial 
rivals, the French and Dutch. 

Murshid Kuli Khan was the author of many finMckd reforms, 
which greatly increased the Emperor’s revenues in Bengal ; but 
his rule was a h^v|| one, especially to the itindus. It is said 

' Better known sSiongst the natives as Jafar Khftn or Jafar Khan Nasiri 
^ Second son of Bahadur Shah, Em^ror of Delhi -^Beale, 

‘ Vol III , p 375. 
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that he destroyed all the 'Hindu temples in Murshidabad and for 
four miles round to provide materials for his tomb at Katra.^ On 
the other hand, it was during^ his reign that the great financial 
house of Jagat Seth rose to the pinnacle of its wealth and greatness. 

This family was founded by a Jain ^ merchant named Manik Chand, 
who died in 1732, but who had apparently handed over the manage- 
ment of his business in Bengal to his nephew, Path Chand. In 
1713, when Murshid KulT Khan was made Governor of Bengal, 

Path Chand was appointed Imperial Banker, and given the title 
of ‘ Jagat Seth,’ or ‘ Merchant of the World.* He died in 1744, and 
left ins business to his grandsons, Seth Mahtab Rai and Maharaja 
Swarup Chand, whom we shall find figuring largely m the history 
of the Revolution.^ In the English accounts no distinction is 
made between Path Chand’s grandsons, and they are generally 
referred to simply as ‘ Jagat Seth,* or the Seths. The importance 
of the firm at Murshidabad was very great. 

‘ Juj^gutseat IS m a mannei the Goveinment*s banker , about two-lhirds of the 
revenues are paid into his house, and the Government give then draught on 
him in the same manner as a merchant on the Bank, and by what I can learn 
the Seats make yearly by this business about 40 lacks.’ ^ 

Murshid Kull Khan died in 1725, and was succeeded by his i 7 a 5 -i 739 » 
son-in-law, Shuja Khan, a noble of Turkoman origin, whose family 
came originally from' Khorassan in Persia. 

Amongst the favourites of Shuja Khan were two brothers, Haji 
Ahmad and Allvirdi Khan, sons of Mirza Muhammad, a Turko- 
man, and 

‘ husband of a lady who, being herself of the Afshai tribe, was allied to Shuja 
Khan.^« 

It is said they entered his service in an almost menial capacity, 
the elder as his pipe-bearer, the younger, a man of more martial 
character, iif an inferior military position ; but the Hajl*s® ability 

^ In the town of Murshidabad. 

“ The Jams are a Hindu sect contemporary in origin with the Buddhists, and 
resembling them m many of their tenets 

* Hunter, * Statistical Account of Bengal,’ vol. « , pp 253-258 

* * An account of the Seats in 1757 from Mr Scrafton (Orme MSS., India, 

vol. xviii , pp 544JC-5443) * 

° ' Seir Mutaqhenn,’ vol 1 , p. 298, edition of 1902 

* H&]I means properly one who has made the pilgrimage to Mecca, and thus it is 
often used as a title. 
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yitM/B 80 great that he speedily became the Nawab's confidential 
adviser, and so completely were the brothers trusted by that 
Prince that in 1729 Allvirdi was made Governor of the frontier 
province of Patna or Bahar. In the same year was born Mirzfi 
Muhammad, better known as Siri.j-uddaula. He was the son of 
Allvirdl’s youngest and favourite nephew, Zain-uddin, and the coin- 
cidence of his birth with the auspicious appointment to the govern- 
ment of Patna is said to have been the origin of the extraordinary 
fondness which his grandfather always showed towards him. 

Shuja Khan, whose reign was long looked back to as one of 
peace and good government, died in 1739, leaving to his son and 
successor, Sarfaraz Khan, a dangerous legacy in his two favourites, 
HajI Ahmad and Allvirdl Khan. It cannot be said with any 
certainty hen these two men hrst cast ambitious eyes upon the 
throne, but as early as 1736,^ by the interest of the great bankers, 
the Seths, the HajI had obtained from the Emperor at Delhi a 
farman appointing Allvirdl Nawab of Patna in his own right. It 
is probable that Shuja, Khan would have taken steps to check 
the growing ambition of the brothers, but his death intervened, 
and Sarfaraz Khan, who, it is said, 

indulged in excessive dcbaucheiy even to that degree as to disorder his 
faculties, soon rendered himself odious to his people, and lost the affections of ' 
those who might have suppoited him 

took no steps to secure himself from the growing danger. He 
also gave great offence to the Seths, the nature of which is 
variously stated as an attack upon the honour of their women* 
and as a quarrel about money.^ This quarrel resulted in a firm 
alliance between the brothers and the Seths. As long as Haji 
Ahmad remained at Murshidabad Allvirdl was afraid to take 
action, and accordingly Sarfaraz Khan was cleverly duped into 
dismissing him, the Seths representing that the HajI, being 
destitute of military skill and even of courage, could be of no assist- 
ance to his brother. Allvirdl now immediately marched upon 
Murshidabad, protesting that he was loyal to his Prince, and sought 
only for justice unon his brother’s enemies. Deceived by these 
pretences, S^argL?Khan made no effort«until too late to raise ap 

’ Scrafton s • Reflections/ p 33 . a j^td . p 33. » Bnd , pp. 33. 34 

< Hunter, * Statistical Account oi^Bengal/ vol ix., p, 236 
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army, and then his ha^y levies were easily defeated by AlTvird! 
at Gheriah in January, 1741.^ Sarfariz Khin, who 

* scorned to give way to the rebels,*^ 

was killed on the field of battle, and AllvirdI, entering Murshida- 
bad as a conqueror, 

‘soon showed he wanted only a just title to make him worthy of this high 
station. Contrary to the geneial practice, he shed no blood after this action, 
contenting himself with putting Suffraz Caun’s children under gentle confine- 
ment.” 

T|iis reluctance to shed blood unnecessanly n characteristic of 
Allvirdr, and must be placed in the balance against his treachery 
to the family of his benefactor, Shuja Khan. It descended to his 
daughter, Amina Begam, whose advice to her son, Siraj-uddaula, 
was always on the side of mercy.* 

Though he had gained the throne with ease, AllvirdI was not 1741-1756 ' 
destined to enjoy a peaceful reign. In the year following his 
accession the Marathas invaded the country to enforce their claim, 
sanctioned by the Emperors of Delhi, to the payment of the chautiif 
or fourth part of the revenues, and the unhappy Bengalis had now 
to suffer at the hands of their co-religionists all the innumerable 
miseries of a foreign invasion. AllvirdI, with dauntless courage, 
consummate miKtary skill, and the most unscrupulous treachery, 
defended his provinces through ten long years of varying fortune, 
until the mutual exhaustion of both parties compelled him to 
grant, and the Marathas to accept, in 1751, the cession of Orissa, 
and an annual payment of I2 lakhs of rupees in lieu of all their 
claims. AllvirdI had already, in £750, compounded with Mansur 
All Khan, Wazlr of the Emperor, for an annual pa5rment of 
52 lakhs of rupees in return for a farmdn confirming him as Nawab 
of Bengal. Apparently he never paid this tribute. 

From this time until his death AllvirdI reigned in peace, disturbed 
only by palace intrigues and the unruliness of his favourite, Siraj- 
uddaula, who, impatient for the succession, had even gone so far 

* Broome, Captain Arthur, ' History of the Rise and Progress of the Bengal 
Army, ' p 40. Beale gives the date as the 29th April, 1740 

^ Scrafton's * Reflections,’ p 35 

« Ibtd., p 36. * VoL I., pp. lai . ao , Vol. II , p. 3 
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im to rebel against his grandfather in the year 175®* AlivirdI was 
only too eager to forgive the young man. His fondness for him 
originated in superstition, and partook of dotage. The naturally 
evil effects of the education then given in Bengal to the children of 
Muhammadan nobles^ was intensified in the case of Siraj-uddaula 
by his grandfather’s folly with the result that he indulged him- 
self in every caprice, 

‘making no distinction betv\een Mce and \irtue, and paying no regard to the 
neiiest rel.itions. he earned defilement wlierevci he went, and, like a man 
alienated in his mind, he madt the houses of men and women of distinction the 
scenes of his piofligacv, without mindin^ eithei rank 01 station In a little time 
he became as detested as Phaiao, and people on meeting him by chance used 
to say, “ God sa^ e us from him. ’ ^ 

These arc the words of the native historian Ghulam Husain Khan, 
one of his own relatives,* and the belief that he bad disordered his 
intellect by his excesses was generally held by all observers,'^ and 
is the best excuse for the crimes w hich he committed. 

His grandfather was not blind to his favourite’s character, and 
said, 

‘ in full company, that as soon is himself should be dead, and Siraj-uddaula 
should succeed him, the Hatmcii Euiopeansl ‘would possess themselves 
of all the shores of India.’ 

He therefore thought it wise to take precautions against that 
habit which of all is most dangerous to a tyrant — namely, intem- 
perance, and during his last illness exacted from Siraj-uddaula an 
oath on the Koran to abstain from drink. To this promise Siraj- 
uddaula is said to have rigidly adhered, but it was too late — his 
mind was already affected.^ 

It is curious to remember that the oath on the Koran, which 
seems to have been the sole bond that Siraj-uddaula respected, 

^ Scrafton^s ‘ Reflections, pp T9, 20 

- * Seir Mutaqhenn,’ vol. 11 , pp. 66, S8 ‘ Ibid , vol. n , p 122 

* In the ‘ Seir Mutaqhenn,’ Ghulam Husain is said to have been son of a sister of 
Siraj-uddaula’s father, ^pid, therefore, his cousin In the Astatic Annual Register, 
1801, ‘Charact^,’ p. 28, it is stated that his maternal grandfather was son to the 
aunt of Alivirdnlhan. 

® Scrafton’s ‘ Reflections,' p, 50. « ' Seir Mutaqhenn,' vol li , p 163. 

^ Scrafton's * Reflections, p. soT 
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was to prove, in his hour of danger, only a broken reed when he 
exacted it from Mir Jafar, a man much more honourable than 
himself. 

A long series of deaths prepared the way for Siraj-uddaula’s 
accession to the throne. His father, Zain-uddin,^ was killed by 
Afghan mercenaries in 1747, and Alivirdl’s elder brother, Hajl 
Ahmad, perished at the same time. In 1752 AlTvirdl publicly 
declared Siraj-uddaula his heir,^ in spite of the c laims of his two 
uncles, Nawazish Muhammad, kno\^n as the Chota Nawab, and 
Sa)^id Ahmad, Governor of Purneah Navvazisli Muhammad had 
been wild in his youth, but had sob< d down with age. He was 
immensely rich and charitable, and tht darling o{ ' lu* people. He 
was, howei^er, unambitious, and his whoL' lntLte^t in life centred 
in the person of Fazl KulT Khan, Siraj-uddaula’s younger brother, 
whom he had adopted. The sudden death of this young Prince 
broke his uncle’s heart, and he died in 1755,'^ though not until he had 
weakly assented to the murder by biraj-uddaula of his Minister, 
Hasan Kuli Khan, a man of great influence and ability, who was 
the life and soul of the party opposed to Siraj-uddaula ever •ynce 
AllvirdI had declared him his successor. With Hasan KulT Khan 
perished his brother, Husain-uddin. Shocked and terrified by 
these murders, Siraj-uddaula’s other uncle thought it wise to retire 
to his government of Purneah. He did so, and died soon after 
his brother.^ 

Siraj-uddaula was now free from all possible rivals, except Murad- 
uddaula, the infant son of Fazl Kull Khan, who had been adopted 
by Ghasita Bcgam, the wealthy widow of his uncle, Nawazish 
Muhammad, and his cousin, Shaukat Jang, who had succeeded 
Sayyid Ahmad as Governor of Purneah, and who enjoyed, quite 
undeservedly, much popularity in the country. Neither of these 
was a very formidable rival, but their union might be dangerous, 
and Sir§j-uddaula’s own reputation was so evil that the wish 
became father to the thought, and whilst some, like the British, 
went so far as to* consider his accession an impossibility,® the* 

^ See family table, Vol III , p 378. " Scrafton's ‘Reflections,' p. 46 

* 17th December, 1755. ' Seir Mutaqberin,’ 11., 127 The French (Vol I » pp. I 74 » 
175) say he was poisoned, but Ghuiam Husain Khftn asserts that he died of dropsy 

* 26th January, 1756 ‘ Seir Mutaqhenn,’ ii . 150 

“ Vol. I., p 207. 
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Europeans ait expected at any rate a disputed accession*^ 
AEVird! set himself to prevent this from happening. The most 
dtmgcrous of Siraj-uddaula’s enemies— Hasan Kuli Khan— had 
been removed, and to ensure his accession all that remained was to 
provide him with strong supporters. The most influential people 
at Court were the Court Bankers, the Seths, who were devoted to 
Allvirdl, and who might be relied upon to support Siraj-uddaula, 
Mir Jafar All Khan, who had married Allvirdl’s half-sister, and was 
Bakhshl-^i.e.t Paymaster and Commander-in-Chief of the Army— 
and the Diwdn, Rai Durlabh, a Hindu, who, though he had no 
reputation for courage, also held a command in the army. Rai 
Durlabh was secured by presents, and Mir Jafar readily swore on 
the Koran to stand by Siraj-uddaula. Mir Jafar was a man of great 
influence, and reputed to be honest and loyal. He had distinguished 
himself at an early date, even before the accession of Allvirdl, by 
capturing, in 1733-1734, the fort of Baiiki-bazar from the servants 
of the Ostend Company after a most gallant defence.* In the wars 
with the Marathas he is said in one battle to have killed no less 
than ten of the eneiii) with his own hands, and to have saved the 
army of Allvirdl from annihilation. 

Having made sure of these important personages in favour of 
his giandson, Allvirdl felt that he had done everything necessary, 
even though all attempts to reconcile Siraj-uddaula with his aunt 
Ghasita Begam w'ere in vain. Whilst still labouring at this 
hopeless task Allvirdl Khan died of dropsy on April 10, 1756,*^ 
at the age of eighty-two, and was buried in the garden of Khusb 
Bagh, near Murshidabad. Orme thus describes the great Nawab : 

‘ His public character ib sufficiently delineated by hib actions ; his private life 
was very different fioni the usual manners of a Mahometan prince in Indostan ; 
for he was always extiemely temperate, had no pleasures, kept no Seraglio, and 
always lived the husband of one wife.’* 

We must here pause for* a moment to refer to the relations 
which existed between Allvirdl and the Europeans in Bengal. 
On the whole, hi^ conduct to them had been rather strict than 

‘ Vol I., pp. ^5 . Vol. II , p. 57 , Vol III . p. 163 

* Stewart. • History of Bengal, p. 426. 

• Or 9th April See Vol I , pp.«i8, 248 


4 Orme MSS , 0 V.. 66, p. 96 
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uiiju8t4 During the war^ with the Marathas He allows the 
peans Jto strengthen their fortifications, and the British in 
ticular to begin, in 1744, the great Ditch which protected the 
northern half of Calcutta. On the other hand, in 1744*17431 he 
exacted large sums of money — three laihff and a half from the 
British alone^ — on the plea of the expense to which he was 
put in these wars. He strongly objected to any exhibition of 
independence on their part, and any reference to the rights they 
enjo3red under the royal Farmdn. 

* He knew well ho^ to say at the proper moment that he was both King and 
Waztr^^ 

Though he had allowed them to fortify their S^tlements against 
the Marathas, he had no intention of allowing them to acquire 
sufficient strength for purposes of resistance to himself, and to all 
requests for permission to increase their fortifications he replied : 

* You are merchants, what need have you of a fortress ? Being under my pro- 
tection, you have no enemies to fear.’^ 

The reason of his jealousy was that he was well informed of 
what was happening in Southern India, of the interference of the 
English and French in the politics of the country, which had 
reduced the native Princes to the position of puppets, and, lastly, 
of the capture of ^Angria’s stronghold at Ghena. He was deter- 
mined that there should be no such interference with the affairs 
of his own province, and yet he had no wish to drive out of the 
country a class of people who did so much for trade and cotn- 
merce, though their presence filled his mind with a premonition of 
coming evil. This is shown by two speeches ascribed to him. 

‘ He used to compare the Europeans to a hive of bees, of whose honey yon 
might reap the benefit, but that if you disturbed their hive they would sting you 
to death.* ^ 

On another occasion, when his General, Mustaffl Khfin, sup- 
ported by his nephew^ Sayyid Ahmad, represented the ease with < 
whi6h the Europeans might be deprived of their immense wealth, 
he exclaimed : 


1 Vol HI., p. 289 
* IM , p 161 


^ IM . p. 160. 

^ Scnfum‘9 * Reflections.* p. 5a 
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‘ My child, Mustapha Khan is a soldiei, and wishes us to be constantly in need 
of his service, but how come you to join in his request? What have the 
Knglish done against me that I should use them ill ? It is now difficult to 
extinguish fire on land ; but should the sea be in flames, who can put them out ? 
Never listen to such advice as his, foi the result would probably be fatal/* 

These warnings were prophetic, and, in conformity with his 
secret ditid, AlTvirdl was extremely cautious in his treatment of 
the Europeans, 

‘ ilways ubseiving this policy not to demand it’ money) ‘of them all at 
the same time, as he visely judged their union only could make them for- 
midable. 

At the same time he was capable of very vigorous action, and 
when in 1749 Commodore Griffin seized the goods of an Armenian 
mci chant, and the latter appealed to him for ledress, he placed 
guards upon the British Factories, and stopped their trade for 
several months until they were forced to submit to his terms.^ 

In one way or another there was continual friction, the British 
asserting that there had nevei been a period of three years during 
which they had not been forced to submit to extortions of various 
kinds, and always complaining that they were not allowed the 
full enjoyment of the privileges granted by the Farmdn of Farrukh- 
siyar in 1717, though Bengal 

‘ by Its investments has been hitherto, notwithstanding all the interruptions of 
the Nabobs, the most ^neficial pait of the Company’s estate/'* 

On the other hand, the Nawab maintained that the British not 
only enjoyed all privileges consistent with the welfare of the 
Province, but greatly abused these privileges, to the detriment 
of the Government and the native traders. 

‘The injustice to the Moors consists in that, being by their courtesy permitted 
to live here as merchants, to protect and judge what natives were their servants, 
and to trade custom fiec, we under that pretence protected all the Nabob’s 
subjects that claimed our protection, though they were neither our servants nor 
our merchants, and gave oui du^tucks or passes to numbers of natives to trade 
custom free, to the great prejudice of the Nabob’s revenue ; nay, more, we 

* bt 4 |art, p 491, and ' Seir Mutaqherin/ vol. 11 , p 163. 

“ Scraiton's ‘ Reflections/ p 46. 

* Vol HI., p. 289 4 Vol I ,p. 199. 
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levied large duties upon goods brought into our districts from the veiy people 
that permitted us to trade custom free, and by numbers of their impositiOjas 
(flamed to raise the Company’s ie\enue), some of which were ruinous to our- 
selves, such as taxes on marnages, provisions, transferring land property, etc , 
caused eternal clamout and complaints against us at Court 

It IS evident that all the materials for a quarrel were ready long 
before the accession of Siraj-uddaula It may even be said that 
the British, fretting at the petty restrictions to which they were 
subjected, were not unwilling to see it break out Orme writes : 

*The Nabob coming down with all His 1 ellency’s cmnon to Hu^hjpy, and 
with an intent to bully all the Settlements oi ot a large « im of money , Clive, 
’twouldbe a good deed to swin{,t the old doi^ I don’t s]ieak at random when 
I say that tlie Companx must think seriously of it, oi ’twill not be worth their 
while to trade m Bengal.’^ 

This, then, was the condition of affairs betwLc n Ahvirdi and the 
British. The French and Dutch had not even the protection of 
the Farmdn, which gave, as it were, a legal standpoint for the pre- 
tensions of the British. Then trading privileges were much 
inferior, but thejf suffered equally from the extortions of the native 
rulers. The Dutch had made it their settled policy to limit them- 
selves entirely to trade ; they were in no position to defend them- 
selves, and their ultimate resort was a threat to leave the ountry. 
The French wer» not in a much better position, but the Chiefs of 
their Settlements were able men, and well liked by the natives, 
and their achievements in Southern India gave them a certain 
appearance, if not the reality, of strength. 

Such was the critical moment in which Allvirdi Khan died, 
leaving the fortunes of his family in the hands of two young men, 
of whom their own relative writes ; 

‘ It having been decreed by Piovidence that the guilty lace of Aly Verdy 
Khan should be deprived of an Empiie that had cost so much toil in rearing, 
of couise it was in its designs that the three provinces of Bengal, Behar, and 
Orissa should be found to have foi masters two young men equally proud, 
equally incapable, and equally cruel, Seradj-ed-doulah and Shaocat djung,’* ^ 

^ Vol, III , p 384 ' 

* Letter from Orme to Clive 23 August 1752 Orme MSS , O V 19, pp i, 2 

’ * Seir Mutaqbenn vol ii , p 1S9 



CHAPTER II. 

THE EUROPEAN SETTLEMENTS IN BENGAL. 

' IS a kingdom in Asia, very rich, on the gulf of the same name, 

traversed by the Ganges The French, English, and Dutch have had 

Settlements m it for many years — RevoluHoru tn Bengal' 

In 1756 the chief European Settlements in Bengal were those of 
the English, French, and Dutch, that of the Danes at Serampore 
being new and of little importance, whilst the Prussian Company 
had 1^0 Settlement, their business being transacted by an Agent, 
whose headquarters were at the Octagon to the south of the 
French territory. The Portuguese traded simply as natives at their 
ancient Settlement of Bandel, to the north of Hugh At Hugh 
itself there was a Fort, and the Governor or Faujdar was the 
native official with whom the Europeans had the closest relations. 

The three chief Settlements consisted each of a native or Black 
Town, and a European or White Town. In the centre of the 
latter was the Factory or Trading House, which was surrounded 
by a quadrangular enclosure, the walls of which were constructed 
to carry guns At each corner was a bastion to flank the walls or 
curtains. These feeble buildings were dignified by the name of 
forts. The Towns outside the Factories had practically no fortifi- 
cations, though at Chandernagore there were the remains of an 
old ditch, which had once marked the bounds of the Settlement, 
and the northern part of Calcutta was protected by what was 
called the Maratha Ditch, dug by the native inhabitants of the 
town in 1743-1744 as a protection against possible Maratha raids. 
The original intention was to carry this completely round the 
Town from Chitpur or Bagh Bazar on the north, where there was 
a small redo^t 4 |o Surman’s Gardens on the south, so as to form 
with the ii\9 Ganges a kind of island easily defensible against 

> in , p 213 
xxnv 
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irregular forces. But tl)e Maratha scare had speedily died awayi 
and not only had the Ditch been only half completed, but no care 
had been taken to keep clear the portion that had been finished, 
so that it was partially choked with mud, and was fordable at 
almost any point in its course. Accordingly, not only were the 
Settlements around the Factories exposed to any assailant, bu^ 
the forts themselves were so closely surrounded by European 
houses built to a greater height, and often with walls as strong, if 
not stronger, than those of the forts themselves, that the latter 
were also incapable of defence. The European houses were hand- 
some buildings, large and lofty, with wide covered verandahs, and 
standing in large gardens or compounds, so that to the native eye 
they were suited rather for the palaces of nobles than for the 
dwellings of mere merchants. Besides these fine town houses, 
the leading inhabitants were accustomed to recreate themselves 
not only in the beautiful gardens belonging to the various East 
India Companies, but also in gardens of their own, which they 
established some little distance away in the country.^ In faot, 
the Europeans lived with an ostentation of wealth and comfort 
which completely dazzled the eyes of the natives, who, accustomed 
under a despotic Government to conceal all signs of wealth, 
could not imagine that this show of riches was not evidence of 
the possession ofi further hoards. Like London to BlUcher, so 
Calcutta, Chandernagore, and Chinsura appeared to the native 
soldiery only as magnificent towns to plunder. 

Besides their three chief Settlements, the English, French, and 
Dutch had Factory houses at Cossimbazar, near the capital town 
of Murshidabad; at Dacca, the ancient capital of Bengal; at Bala* 
sore, the capital of Orissa; *and at Jagdea or Luckipore,^ at the 
mouth of the Ganges. At Patna also, the capital of Bahar, the 
three nations had had Factories, but the English had recently 
abandoned theirs. None of these were fortified except the English 
Factory at Cossimbazar;* the rest were mere country houses 

^ e,g,, Mr. Holwell and Mr Pearkes had gardens on the banks of the Ganges m 
the part of Calcutta now known as Garden Reach (Vol. II., pp. 73, 76), and Mr. 
Kelsall to the north of Calcutta in Chitpur (Vol III , p 294). 

^ These towns are at some distance from each other, but apparently ware managed 
in each case by a single staff 

^ Fortlffed in 1742-1743 (see Orme MSS , India, vol iv . p 4137) lor a defemHh 
against the Msrathas. 
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in walled enclosuies, which are called in India “ com- 
poQnds.’’ Thus the Council of Dacca writes : 

‘The Factoi> is little better than a common house, surrounded with a thin 
brick wall, one half of it not abo\e nine foot high.*i 

The ^^arrisons of the British up-country Factories in no case 
exceeded hfty Europeans ; the French Factories had even smaller 
numbers,^ and the Dutch seem to have employed chiefly native 
barkanddzcs oi gunmen.* 

It IS evident, therefore, that the up-country Factories were 
entirely at the mercy of the local Government, and in all quarrels 
between the natives and Europeans it was the custom of Govern- 
ment to surround these Factories and stop their trade until the 
Europeans submitted to pay the fine, which was the inevitable 
result of any show of independence on their part.^ 

Before 1756 there had been no serious conflicts between the 
natives and Europeans, except the destruction of the Portuguese 
Settlement at Hugh in 1632,® the expulsion of the British from 
Hugh in 1685, and the expulsion of the Emdeners from their little 
Fort at Bankibazar in 1733-1734.® The three Forts which now 
guarded their Settlements had never been attacked, and were 
reputed absolutely safe against assault by a native army. We 
may therefore examine a little more closely into what is known 
about them, alwa} s bearing m mind that each of the three nations 
was under the delusion that the forts of the other two were in 
good repair, and strongly held by European garrisons of from 
three hundred to a thousand men. 

Of Fort Gustavus the Dutch Council writes on the 22nd January, 

1757- 

We have on the i6th instant sent in a written piolest against the action of 
the Vice-Admiral, and must now patiently await t\hal is fuither m store for us, 
as, not being able to offer any lesistance worth mentioning, for oui palisades, 
that hioe to seive as a kind of lampait, aie as little proof against a cannonade 
as the canva s of a tent, and our entue military force consists of 78 men, 
about one-thiid of whom aie in the hospital, all the seamen being below 
and the other militai) on the Patna expedition, whilst all our native servants 
ba\e lun awaiLfrom fear of the Hnglish, so that if matteis came to such a pass 

* Vol I p 35 Vol III p 418. s Vol. I , p 14. 

* Vol. Ill p 219 Stewart, p 241 ® Ibtd , p. 314 
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we should have to man and aim the guns ourselves — ^in short, to perfbrm aetf 
do all the work for which assistance is required.*^ 

And, again, on the and April : 

‘ Our fort . . . would not be able to withstand the onslaught of the enemy for 
as many hours as the French have days.*^ 

In the whole of Bengal the Civil Establishment of the Dutch 
was only thirty-five officials. They had also four military officers 
and a surgeon.^ 

At the same time, the Dutch had very great trading interests 
in the country. They claimed the premier rank amongst the 
Europeans at the Darhqr or Court of Murshidabad, and they had 
the expensive but honourable privilege of laying down the buo3r8 
in the River Hugli.^ These were the Dutch claims and their 
means of enforcing respect for them. Accordingly, one is not 
surprised to find that neither the Dutch nor any other European 
nation possessed the right of having a European representative at 
Court, and that when their native agent or Wakil pressed their 
claims too strongly, SirSj-uddaula dared on occasion threaten 
not only him but his masters with a flogging for their insolence.® 

Turning next to the French, the statement of the Preutb 
Factories in Bengal on the 23rd January, 1756,® shows that the 
European garrisoa of Chandernagore consisted, including officers, 
of 1 12 men. If we deduct the native clerks from the Establish- 
ment of 642, we find that the total force which can be assumed 
capable of bearing arms was 376 Europeans and Portuguese. 
With this garrison, if one may dignify the defenders by that name, 
the French had to defend a Fort which Mr. Renault, the Governor, 
describes as follows : 

* Fort d’Orl^ans, situated almost in the middle ’ (of the Settlement), * and 
surrounded by houses which command it, was a square of 100 fsithoms, built of 
bricks, flanked by four bastions of 16 guns, without outworks, ramparts, or 
glacis. The south curtain, which was about 4 feet thick, raised only to the 
cordon^ was provided only with a platform for three guns ; but the rest of this 
cuitdin, as well as that of the north, was only a wall of earth and brick, a foot 

^ Vol 11 , p 82 • IhiA , p 315 

^ Vol III . p 410 * Vol II.. pp. 257. 287 

» Ibid , p. 315. • Vol III , p 418 
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and A half thick and eighteen feet high ; said warehouses lined the east curtain 
wbidi faces the (langes, and which we were still working at. All this side had 
no ditch, and that which surrounded the other sides was dry, about four feet deep, 
and, properly speaking, nothing but a ravine. The fortifications of the Fort up 
to the cordon were eighteen feel high, and the houses which commanded it from 
the edge of the counterscarp within musket range had a height of 30 feet.’^ 

This is Renault’s description of Fort d’Orldans when he had 
spent several months in trying to make it as defensible as possible. 

Whilst the natives of the country were under the impression that 
the French were the masters of inexhaustible wealth, Renault 
could not obtain money for the Company’s annual trade invest- 
ment, much less for unproductive expenditure, such as that for 
fortifications. The French East India Company was in debt to 
native merchants at Chandernagore to the extent of 26 or 27 lakh^^ 
of which 7 lakhs were due to the Seths alone.^ It was only the 
personal credit of Renault which enabled him to obtain cargoes for 
the French East India ships, and when the Saint Contest brought 
him 300,000 rupees, the whole sum was swallowed up by the 
fine which the Nawab imposed upon the French in 1756 as a 
punishment for not assisting him in his attack on Calcutta.^ 

So great was the poverty of the French, and so great their 
indebtedness to the rich merchants, Jagat Seth and Coja Wajid, 
that when they came to quarrel with the English their chief hope 
of assistance from the native Government lay in the belief that 
their native creditors would not willingly see them ruined. On 
the other hand, they had a great resource in the personal character 
of their Chiefs. M. Renault’s credit with the native merchants 
has just been referred to. M. Courtin, the Chief of Dacca, seems 
to have been on exceedingly good terms with the Nawab’s Deputy, 
Dasarath Khan, and M. Jean Law at Saidabad (Cossimbazar) 
was almost a favourite of Siraj-uddaula, to whom he made a prac- 
tice of paying court at a time when other Europeans treated him 
with neglect, if not with actual disrespect.* 

Lastly, we come to the British at Calcutta, of which town Orme 
writes : 

‘ rhe^ river (j<^es forms a crescent between two points, the one called 
Pe rrmgs Gi^eifpthe other Surman^s G arden. The distance between these, 

‘ Vol III . p 267 Vol. II.. p 438. Vol. Ill , p. 253. * Ibid , p 163 
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measuring along the bank of the river, is about three miles and a half. In the 
deepest part of this crescent, about the middle between the two points, is 
situated Fort William, a building which many an old house in this country 
exceeds in its defences. It is situated a few paces from the riverside, on the 
banks of which runs a Line of guns the whole length of the Fort from north to 
south, and this is the only formidable part, as it tb capable of annoying ships in 
the river. The ends of this Line are joined to the two bastions of the Fort nearest 
the river by a garden wall and a gate in each, which would resist one shot of a 
six-pounder, but which would be forced by the second. Opposite to the two 
bastions mentioned are two others inland to the eastward, but within thirty 
yards to the north and forty yards to the south the bastions are commanded by 
large houses To the eastward inland the top of the Church' commands the 
whole of both the northern and eastern rampaits. Northward and southward 
for the length of a mile, and to the eastward about a quartei of a mile, stand all 
the English houses, mostly separated from each other by large enclosures. Where 
the English habitations end to the ilorthward commence those of the principal 
black merchants, which reach quite up to Pernng’b Garden To the southward 
down to Surman's Garden the housed belonging to a lower class of the natives, 
aie less conspicuous. Twelve years ago a ditch had been dug, beginning at 
Perring's, and carried inland of the town in a crescent, with an intent to end at 
Surman's, but only four miles of it are finished.'^ 

Orme omits to mention that in the eastern curtain of the Fort 
several large openings had been broken for the purpose of obtaining 
light and air, and that between the two southern bastions a huge 
warehouse had been erected, preventing the flanking fire of these 
bastions, and with' walls too weak to carry guns. In the southern 
curtain doors had been cut leading into the new warehouse, and 
thus the whole eastern and southern faces of the Fort were rendered 
practically defenceless against a determined attack.-'* 

As regards the garrison of Fort William, this ought to have 
consisted of four companies of foot and a company of artillery, in 
all 500 men ; but the latest return we have, which is dated 29th 
February, 1756,* shows the number of European officers and 
soldiers to have been only 260. As the garrison was supposed to 
supply the up-country Factories, and to provide convoys for treasure 
sent up-country, there ought to have been*over 200 more Euro- 

' Captain Fenwick, who was absent in England at the time of the siege, wrote to 
Mr Orme that the roof of the Church not only commanded the whole of the Fort, 
hut all the adjacent houses. He advised that it should be fortified (Orme MSS., 
India, vol. vi , pp 1569-1589) ® Vol III , p 126 

» Vol 11 . . p. 25, and Vol III . p 387. * Vol. Ill . p. 408. 
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pMM available ; but the mortality "amongst the European soldiery 
wan very great, and the constant fighting with the French in ' 
jMtadtas had caused the authorities at Fort St. George^ to detain 
all the European recruits sent for Bengal since 1752.* Conse- 
quently we find that when the military force at Calcutta came to 
reviewed just before the siege it was found to number only 
180 foot, of whom not above 45 were Europeans, and 35 European 
artillery. With the addition of militia and volunteers the fighting 
force in Fort William was 515 men,^ a smaller number than 
the garrison of Fort d’Orl6ans when it was besieged in March, 
1757- 

Not only were the British exceedingly weak from a military 
point of view, but they had the misfortune of being commanded 
by the most incompetent of leaders. The chief military officer, 
Captain-Commandant George Minchin, may be most briefly dis- 
missed in Holweirs scathing words : 

* Touching the military capacity of our Commandant, I am a stranger. 1 can 
only say we are unhappy m his keeping it to himself, if he had any ; as neither 
I, nor 1 believe anyone else, was witness to any part of his conduct that spoke 
or bore the appearance of his being the commanding military officer in the 
garrison.’^ 

And Holwell justly remarks : 

‘ Troops ... are hardly ever known to do their duty, unless where they have 
an opinion of as well as love for their commanders.’ 

In a garrison made up largely of civilians this would not have 
been of much importance if the Governor had been a man of 
character and ability, but unfortunately Mr. Roger Drake, who 
had held that position by seniority since 1752, though he had 
never been formally confirmed by the Court of Directors, was a 
man totally unfitted to meet a critical emergency. He was only 
thirty -four years of age. His uncertain official position weakened 
his authority with both natives and Europeans in Calcutta, and 
his unfortunate domestic arrangements exposed him to many 
indignities, and drove him for company to men of inferior position.® 
Consequej^lj^uch of the influence which should have belonged 

• Madrab ^ Vol I , p 134 * Ibid,^ p 137 . 

* Vol 11 , p 26 ^Ibid • Vol 1., pp. 276 , 277 
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to the Governor of Calcutta was m the hands of subordinate mem- 
bers of Council. The chief of these were Messrs. Mannmgham 
and Frankland, whose sole object seems to have been their own 
enrichment without any regard to the interests of the Company or 
the rights of the native Government,^ and Mr John Zephamah 
Holwell,^ an ex-surgeon, who was now Zamlnddr or native Magis- 
trate of Calcutta. Mr. Holwell appears to have been the only 
member of Council who had any real knowledge of the natives of 
the country, and his reforms in the administration of the law in 
Calcutta had endeared him to them, though they had rendered him 
unpopular with many of the Europeans whose gams were interfered 
with. To these, perhaps, should be added Mr. Watts, the Second 
in Council, who was Chief at^Co&simbazar, and who should have 
been well acquainted with the ^attitude of the native Government, 
but at this time he seems to have had very little idea of the danger 
in which the Europeans stood, and his carelessness is in some 
degree responsible for the misfortunes which befell Calcutta. 

These, then, were the position and the resources of the 
Europeans in Bengal at the accession of Siraj-uddaula. It 
remains only to say a few words about two personages who were 
the intermediaries between them and ihe native Government — 
namely, Coja Wjljid the Armenian, and Omichand the Jain 
merchant. The former, who was known amongst the natives 
by the title of Fakhr-uttujjdr^ or the ‘ Chief of Merchants,’ was 
a very rich trader, who lived at Hugh in a house close to the 
Muhammadan Fort.** He had dealings with the French and 
Dutch, and was employed by the Nawab m his negotiations with 
the Chiefs of these nations. At hrst, at any rate, he was inclined 
to favour the French in their quarrels with the British , but he was 
an extremely timid man, and after his property at Hugh had been 
plundered by the British,* he gradually changed sides, and it 
was by his means that the British were informed of the Nawab’s 
intrigues with the French Chiefs Law and Bussy.® At this time he 
>\ds not unsuspected of inciting Siraj-uddaula against the Bntish.® 

' Vol 1 , p. 269 ^ Ibid , pp 50 85 93 266 

’ Vol III . p 36 « Vol II , p 125 

® Ibtd , pp 264, 313, 314 355. 364, 365, 369 370 
• Vol I , p Z40 
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Omichand was an inhabitant of Calcutta. Babu Sarada 
Charan Mitra^ tells us his proper name was Amir Chand, 
that he was a Panjabi by race and a Sikh by religion. He 
had a brother, Golab Chand, and a nephew, Dayal Chand, 
and a near relative — some say a brother-in-law® — HazarT Mai, 
in Calcutta. Apparently he started business in Calcutta as 
an agent of Vaishnava Das Seth and his brother, Manik Chand 
Seth, of Barabazar. Omichand, though he lived in Calcutta, 
was a great favourite v^ith Allvirdi Khan, whose protection he 
secured by judicious presents of rare or curious objects — e.g., 
on one occasion a Persian cat.“ Drake asserts that he was 
offered the Nawabship of Purneah in 1754, and shortly before the 
attack on Calcutta he received a parwana granting him the same 
privileges as Jagat Seth.^ On the other hand, he had for many 
years acted as the Agent of the English in regard to the annual 
investment or purchase of Indian goods in Bengal, and this office 
had been recently taken from him. Mr. Noble, in his letter to the 
Council of Fort St. George,^ says plainly that he had been very 
badl} treated hy some of the gentlemen in Bengal, 

‘ who heive ycneiall} sdciificed the Company’s vclf.ire and nation’s lionoui and 
glory to then pin.ite pK|ues and inteiest.’ 

However, whether he had been treated justly or unjustly, he was 
considered to be a man of very vindictive temper — 

‘ You know Oniytliund can nevei forgue — 

and when he w^as injured in both pride and pocket by being 
no longer 

‘ the acting person between the Company and the Government,’^ 

the suggestion that he instigated the Nawab® to attack Calcutta, 
so that he might prove his importance to the British by stepping 

* * Sahityasamhita,’ vol. i , No. i, pp 9-15 

“ Vol 1 . p 1^ .1 Vol. II., p. 63 

^ Yol 1 ^ 141 This IS important to notice, as it marks the beginning of the 
rivalry between Omichand and the Seths, which we shall have to notice later on. 

* Vol HI., p. 328. « lbid.,p. 146. 

^ Vol. II., p. 148. 8 i6*d.,p. 63. 
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in as their saviour at the last moment, met with ready credence. 
Whether he intended to ruin or save the British can never be 
known, as Drake put him in prison as soon as the Nawab 
approached Calcutta, and thereby so enraged him that he not 
only refused to write a letter to the Nawab in favour of the British, 
but even sent his servants to inform the Nawab of the easiest way 
to introduce his forces into the town.^ 

1 Vol lit, p. 363 . 



CHAPTER III. 


THE QUARREL BETWEEN THE NAWAB AND 
THE BRITISH. 

‘ One of those State mystenes that die with their authors,’— S crafton.* 

Mem- NawIzish Mohammad Khan died in December, 1755. As has 
been said already* he was extremely rich, and had no heir ; but his 
property was in the hands of his widow, Ghaslta Begam, the 
eldest daughter of Alivirdl, and his noih or iiwan, Rij Ballabh,^ who 
was probably a native of Dacca, and had had the management of 
the fleet of boats stationed at that town to hold in check the pirates 
of the Sundarbans before Nawizish Muhammad made him bis 
diwan? Raj Ballabh was now at Murshidabad, and as, owing to 
the last illness of Alivirdl, Siraj-uddaula was in practical posses- 
sion of the government, Siraj-uddaula called upon him for an 
account of his uncle’s affairs, so as to ascertain bow far his estate 
was indebted to Government for the revenues of Dacca. Failing to 
give a sa,tisfactory account, Raj Ballabh was imprisoned, or at any 
rate placed under strict surveillance,* until Siraj-uddaula should be 
in a position to force him to compliance. What happened next 
is not quite clear. Two explanations, however, suggest them^ 
selves. One is that Raj Ballabh, to get out of the difficulty and yet 
save his property, proposed to Siraj-uddaula to trick the English 
into sheltering his son, Krishna Das, and then to seize upon their 
property as punishment for the offence.® This seems to be cor- 
roborated by the fact that he was very quickly released, and that 
after the capture of Cakutta his son, Krishna D&s, was compli- 
mented with a dre|| orhonour. The other explanation is that 

* ' Keflectuins,' p 52 » • A Bengali of Jehangimagar ’ Seir Mataqhenn, II. 253 

• ■ Seir Mutaqhenn, ' ‘ Vol. Illfp. 353. ‘ Vol. I. . p. 279. 
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Raj Ballabh was set free at Ain|h% Begam’s request^ simply because 
Siraj-uddaula was busy with other absorbing matters, and, .being 
enraged at the way he had been treated, declared himself a partisan 
of Ghasita Begam and her prot^6, Murad-uddaula.^ Whilst dlwan 
of Nawazish Muhammad at Dacca, Raj Ballabh had had a great deal 
to do with the British. He had been useful to them and might be 
so again, and now he instructed Krishna Das to travel down by boat 
with his women and valuables to the shrine of Jagannath in Orissa* 

As the wife of Krishna Das was expecting her confinement R 3 .j 
Ballabh obtained from Mr* Watts,® the English Chief at Cossim- 
bazar, a letter recommending his son’s admission to Calcutta until 
his wife was able to proceed on her journey. This letter was given . 
by Mr, Watts to K 9 j Ballabh without consulting any of his Council.^ 

Krishna Das arrived at Calcutta on the 13th March, ^ and present- X3thlilftrdk| 
ing his credentials to Mr. Manningham, who was acting for the 
Governor during his absence® on a short health trip to Balasore, he 
was admitted into the town, and took up his abode in a house belong- 
ing to Omichand.^ This, of course, could not happen without the 
Nawab’s spies reporting the fact to him, and it naturally excited his 
suspicions as to the motives of the British in sheltering the family 
of a man reputed to be under his displeasure. His feelings towards 
the British were by no means friendly. They had never asked his 
assistance in their affairs at Court,® and he considered they had 
treated him with discourtesy when he wished to visit their Factories 
or houses, and had sworn to have revenge for this slight.^ His 
spies now reported that they were plotting with Ghasita Begam 
and Shaukat Jang, Nawab of Purneah, though Mr. Surgeon 
Forth asserts that this rumour was entirely based upon visits paid 
by a certain Corporal Bailey to doctor the horses of Aga Baba, a 
son of the Nawab Sarfaraz Khan, who was living at Murshidabad 
under Ghasita Begam’s protection.^^ 

At this time both French and English were expecting the 

» Vol. IL. p. 3. ^ Ibid 

* Vol I , 120 * Vol. I , p. 163. 

* Or 16 March. Vol. I . p. 120, and Vol. II. , p. 4. 

“ From 9th to 2xst March. Vol. I., p. 120, and Vol. II , p. 136 

^ Vol I., p. 120. ** Vol. III., p. 162. 

* Ibid, Vol. II., p 62. 

” Ibid., p. 66. 
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outbreak of war in Europe, and feeling certain that there would 
be disturbances in Murshidabad on Allvirdl’s death, which would 
so weaken the hands of Government that if either nation found 
itself strong enough to attack the other it need have no hesitation 
in breaking the neutrality which their fear of AlIvirdT had hitherto 
caused the Europeans to observe towards each other in Bengal, they 
began without any concealment to repair and strengthen their forti- 
fications.^ To excuse their action, however, they accused each other 
of preparing to resist the Government, and the French asserted" 
that the British were expecting the arrival of a strong military force 
for this purpose. Misled by the French and the reports of his spies, 
Siraj-uddaula, a short time before his grandfather’s death, charged 
the British in Darhdr with this intention. Mr. Forth and the 
British Agent were repeatedly questioned by AlIvirdT, and con- 
vinced him that the report was false, but Siraj-uddaula was not 
satisfied.^ However, for the moment Allvirdl’s illness was too 
serious to allow consideration for other matters, and to add to 
his difficulties Siraj-uddaula now heard that the WazJr^ of the 
Emperor was about to invade Bengal to enforce the payment of 
the tribute which Alivcrdi had in the year 1750 promised to the 
Emperor, but which he had never remitted to Delhi. He contented 
himself therefore w ith ordering his spies — espiecially the chief of his 
Intelligence Department, Rajaram, Naib of Midnapore — to keep 
a watch on the doings of the British in Calcutta. Mr. Watts heard 
of these 01 del s, and was also informed that there was a good deal 
of talk amongst the military party of the great wealth of Calcutta 
and the ease wuth w'hich the Nawab might make himself master of 
it.‘ lie did not attach much importance to such reports, still he 
mentioned them in his letter to Mr. Drake, and advised him to dis- 
miss Krishna Das as soon as possible.^' Drake accordingly gave 
orders that a careful watch should be kept upon the town, all spies 
arrested, and, later on, that all letters should be brought to him for 
examination :* but 111 spite of the recommendation of Mr. Watts, 

^ Nol l.. PP - Vol T1 , p. 7 ‘ find., pp. 65 , 66 

■* Some acco^l^s sa> ii was the Gh3.zi udJIn, others Sbuj&-uddaula, son of 

Mansui All Khan, Nawab of Oudh. Vol I , p 174 

* Vol. 1.. p 127 " Vol. II , p 6, and Vol. Ill , p. J 32 . 

. " Vol. 1.. p. T2S, and Vol. TI., p 0 
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which was supported by* Messrs. Manningham and Holwell, he 
did not dismiss Krishna Das.^ This foolish conduct afterward gave 
rise to the unfounded suspicion that some of the most influential 
people in Calcutta had received bribes to protect the latter.* 

Meanwhile the old Nawab Allvirdi died, and almost before he loth April, 
was buried® Siraj-uddaula assumed the reins of government. 

His first step was to secure himself against his aunt, Ghasita 
Begam, who had retired with her wealth to her palace of Moti 
Jhil. This building, which was almost entirely surrounded by 
water, was strong enough for defence, and GhasTta Begam had 
with her her lover, Nazir All, and a number of troops ; but by the 
persuasion of her mother, the widow of Alivirdl, she surrendered 
without any resistance, on condition that her wealth should be 
untouched and her lover's life assured. Nazir All was imme- 
diately banished, Ghasita Begam ordered to retire to the Harem, 
and her wealth carried into the Nawab's Treasury.^ This 
happened about ten days after Allvlrdi's death,® and immediately 
all opposition to the Nawab was at an end. Siraj-uddaula had 
still, however, to settle with the Begam’s supposed allies, the 
Navsab of Purneah, Shaukat Jang, and the English. He had also 
the always present dread of an attack from the side of Oudh. 

The latter was the^less difficult to deal with, As the Wazlr hardly 
dared to advance towards Bengal for fear lest his own dominions 
should be invaded.*’ Accordingly it was easy to buy him off 
with a generous bribe from Ghasita Begam’s fortune,^ in return 
for which he swore friendship with Siraj-uddaula. 

Siraj-uddaula now considered himself strong enough to reorganize 
his Court. He dismissed his grandfather’s officers, appointed Mohan 
Lai (his household Dlwdn) head Dlwdn or Prime Minister, and 
Mir Madan, whom Stewart describes as a person of mean origin, 
but who was a brave and capable officer, he made General of 
the Household Troops.® Mir Jafar, whose support had placed 
him on the throne, apparently retained the emoluments of ^ 

^ Vol II., p. 5. “ Vol. I , pp 207, 279, and Vol. III., p. 368. 

’ Vol. I., p. 304. * Vol. III., pp. 217, 218. 

“ Ibtd., p, 394 « Ibid,, p 2 t 8. 

^ Vol. I., p. 175, and Vol. III., p. 218. 

^ Stewart, p. 498 The ' Seir Mutaqherin,’ II., 186, says he was made Bakhsht, 
but this is evidently a mistranslation 
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the post of Bakhhly or Paymaster of the Army, and Rai Durlabh, 
the other Diwan, also held a high military command. The army, 
which had been levied before the death of AllvirdI to resist the 
WazJr and Shuja-uddaula, was next ordered to march towards 
Purneah, Shaiikat Jang having not yet recognised Siraj-uddaula's 
accession. On the i 6 th of May^ Siraj-uddaula set out from 
K’ Murshidabad, but before doing so, in order to let the Europeans 
know that he was not oblivious of what he was pleased to call 
their misdoings, he sent word to the French and English to pull 
down all the fortifications they had erected since the beginning 
of his predecessor’s illness.- 

This message appears to have been the Nawab’s first official 
intimation to the Europeans of his accession, and though it is 
said that he was displeased with the British for not sending him a 
complimentary present on that occasion,^ it seems that they, 
whilst waiting for a formal announcement before doing so, actually 
did write him a complimentary letter,* which was well received — 

* Presently, after the death of the old Nabob, Pi evident Diake wrote Seraiah 
Dowliih a letter of congi .itulation on his ac( tssion, and desired his favour and 
protection to the English Company, which was received veiy kindly, and 
promises guen our va,lre/ that he would show the Enghsli greatei marks of 
friendship and esteem than his giandfalhei had done ’’ — 

and a little later they sent him a small present, which he refused to 
accept.^ Neither the Dutch nor the b'rench made him such a 
present, for we find that after the captuie of Calcutta, the amount 
of this nazardnah or complimentary present was included in the 
sums which he extorted from them as the price of permission to 
retain their fortifications.'^ The French, ably advised by M. Jean 
Law, their Chief at Cossimbazar, treated the Nawab’s messenger 
with great courtesy, and as they had either completed all that 
they wished to do, or were able to persuade the messenger to 
report that they had done nothing improper, the Nawab, who 
May, received their reply at Rajmahal about the 20th May, was pleased 
to express his approbation of their conduct.** 

It was by no means the same case v/ith the British. It 
has been mentlllked that the Nawab had ordered his head 

J Vol. I . p 6 ^ Vol IlUp. 165. ^ Vol. I., p. 278. 

* Il>td , p 120. “ Vol III , p 290 •’ Vol I , p 4. 

^ Ibid,, pp. 54, 55. » Vol. II , p 8, and Vol. Ill , p 165. 
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spy, RS.j3.ram, to keep watch upon their doings in Calcutta. 
Rajaram sent to that town his own brother, Narayan Das, with 
a parwdna or letter, of the contents of which we know nothing for 
certain, but which is said to have been addressed to Mr. Drake, 
and to have contained a demand from the Nawabforthe surrender 
of Krishna Das, his family, and his wealth. When he reached 
Hugh Narayan Das appears to have heard that spies found in 
Calcutta had been arrested and punished, so on the 14 th or 
15 th ApriP he entered the town secretly — in disguise according 
to Omichand — and went to Omichand’s house. That the bearer 
of a royal letter should go to Omichand’s house was natural 
enough, Omichand being the leading native merchant in Calcutta, 
a persona grata at Court, and, I believe, also connected by marriage 
with Rtjaram ; but that he should enter Calcutta secretly and in 
disguise was quite unnecessary, whatever orders might have been 
issued for the treatment of spies. Mr. Drake was absent for the 
evening at Baraset,^ so Omichand took him to Messrs. Holwell 
and Pearkes, telling them what the Nawab's letter contained, and 
asking them to receive it. They very properly refused, and early next 
morning they reported the matter to Mr. Drake before the meeting 
of Council. Whilst Messrs. Drake, Manningham, and Holwell 
were discussing the matter, word was brought that Omichand and 
Narayan Das were present at the Factory and waiting for ad- 
mission. Omichand was at this time very much in Mr. Drake’s 
disfavour, and the latter hurriedl}" came to the conclusion that it 
was a trick of Omichand — Krishna Das living in one of his houses 
— to get Krishna Das’ property into his own hands.''* Accord- 
ingly, as Mr. Drake had authority to exclude undesirable persons, 
it was decided to refuse to receive Narayan Das’ letter, and to 
expel him from the town, and servants were sent to see this 
order immediately ceurried out.^ Extraordinary, however, as had 
been the behaviour of Narayan Das, supposing he had really 
come from the Nawab, there was a chance that his official position 
and his relationship to Rajaram might enable him to do the British 
a bad turn at Court. This, which ought to have been thought 
of earlier, only occurred to their minds after Narayan Das had left 
Calcutta, and all that could then be done was to send word to 

^ Vol I., p 120, and Vol. II., pp 6, 137 See also Vol. Ill , pp 393, 394. 

® Vol II , p 6 • Vol I , p 121. * Ibtd,, and Vol II , p 7. 
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M^. Watts at Cossimbazar. Mr. Watts promptly explained matters 
to his friends at Court, and to all appearance the matter passed 
off smoothly. Drake tells us that he also informed Mr. Watts 
that if the Nawab insisted he would suirrender Krishna Das, but 
not his women. ^ Encouraged by his apparent success in manag- 
ing the Nawab’s messengers, Mr. Drake took upon himself the 
responsibility of replying alone to the envoy who brought the 
order to demolish the fortifications, though his was a public 
message, openly delivered, and to be dealt with only by Council. 
It arrived about the ioth-i2th May,® and Drake sent the Nawab 
a reply, which has been lost, and the contents of which were 
known to no one at Calcutta save himself, and possibly Mr. Cooke, 
Secretary to the Council. At any rate, Mr. Cooke asserted that the 
reply then sent was not the same as that which Mr. Drake asserted 
he had sent when the matter came before Council two or three 
days later.* No other copies of this letter are known to exist, and 
we are therefore at a loss to explain why the Nawab took so much 
exception to Mr. Drake’s reply. According to Mr. Drake, it was 
to the effect that the British had traded in Bengal for over a century, 
and had always been obedient to the Nawabs ; that they hoped the 
Nawab would not listen to the false assertion's of their enemies 
as to their building new fortifications ; and that, owing to the 
probability of war breaking out between Britain and France, they 
were repairing the old fortifications upon the riverside. This 
letter was received by the Nawab at Rajmahal on the same day as 
the reply from the French, and threw him into a violent fit of 
passion. He leapt from his seat, crying out : 

* Who shall dare to think of commencing hostilities in my country, or presume 
to imagine I have not power to protect them ?’* 

Even supposing the Nawab to have been touched in his vanity 
at the mere supposition that he was less able to maintain order 
than his predecessor, this letter seems hardly of a nature to justify 
such violent conduct as immediately followed. We must suppose, 
therefore, that either the letter actually sent contained a different 
message or that something else had occurred to enrage the Nawab, 
and it is certsURhat matters had not gone at Rajmahal in a way 
to please him. In the first place, when he arrived at Rajmahal 

‘ Vol II., p 138 > Vol. Ill , p 394 . 

» Vol. II , p 147, and Vol III , p 394 - * Vol 11 ., p 15 , Vol III., p. 165. 
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his army was discontented, as the soldiers believed they would have 
to fight against the Royal troops, whom they heard had been sent 
to assist Shaukat Jang,^ and his generals represented that the Rains 
would soon begin, and that therefore it was not wise to commence 
a campaign in Purncah, where the roads would become impassable 
in the course of a few weeks. Whilst he was hesitating what to 
do, he received a message from Shaukat Jang acknowledging him 
as his Nawab and master, but excusing himself from paying him 
a visit owing to the difficulty of travelling at that season of the year. 
It is said that the envoys from Shaukat Jang obtained the accept- 
ance of this qualified submission by betraying to the Nawab their 
correspondence^ — there is no evidence of there having been any 
correspondence — with the British. It is quite possible, however, 
that to divert the Nawab’s anger they pretended that the British 
had been the instigators of Shaukat Jang*s resistance. At the 
same time Narayan Das, whose expulsion by Mr. Drake had been 
hitherto forgotten, obtained an opportunity of making a complaint 
of ill-treatment,^ and the Nawab was speedily convinced that not 
only had Mr. Drake sent him an impertinent written answer, but that 
he had verbally insulted him, and also ill-treated his messengers.* 
According to M. Law his first resolve was to expel all the Euro- 
peans or Feringhecb from the country,* but if it was so it soon changed 
into a settled purpose of chastising the British alone. Shaukat 
Jang was forgotten, and orders issued for an immediate return to 
Murshidabad and the attack of the British Fort at Cossimbazar.* 

The above is a bare account drawn from existing documents of 
the series of events which preceded the war, but as so much dis- 

* Vol I , p 124, and Vol II., p. 163. 

^ Vol III., p. 164 Possibly the assertion that the Bntish had corresponded with 
Shaukat Jang was simply a part of the general plot to bring the Nawab into conflict 
with that nation of foreigners which seemed most likely to be able to oppose him 
successfully. 

* Vol. II , p. 161, and Vol III., p. 332. 

* Vol I., pp. 95, 1x6, 230, Vol. II., p. 144, Vol. Ill . p 165. M. Vernet. the 
Dutch Chief at Cossimbazar, says the Nawab * received some intelligence concerning 
the conduct of the English at Calcutta which was not published here ' (Vol 1 ., p. 6). 

° Vol III., p. 163 M. Vernet wrote that the Nawab had promised if he captured 
Calcutta to expel all Europeans from the country (Vol. I., p. ii). 

” In the ' Seir Mutaqhenn * it is stated that the Nawab did not hear of the 
protection given to Krishna Dfts until he amved at Kajmahal, but the author 
of that book, Ghul&m Husain Kb&n, was not at Murshidabad at this time, and it is 
quite certain that Sirftj-uddaula knew of it a long time previously. 
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persoDiS who had accounts with the Piitcha\ in his Koatey^ Notwithstanding 
all my admonitions, yet he did not desist from his shameless actions.^ 

At the same time he declared^ 

' unless the English consent to fill up their Ditch, raze their fortifications, and 
trade upon the same terms they did in the time of Nabob Jaffeir Cawn,* I 
will not hear anything in their behalf, and will expel them totally out of my 
country.* 

In other words, though he made no direct demand for money,® he 
insisted that the British should give up all the privileges granted 
them by the Emperor’s Farmdn of the year 1717, and revert to 
the position of the Armenians and Portuguese, whose trade was at 
the mercy not only of the Nawabs of the different provinces, but 
of every petty local official. This declaration brings into promi- 
nence that incompatibility of temper between European and 
Oriental which I have spoken of, the European claiming the pro- 
tection of the law foi the individual against the Sovereign, the 
Oriental insisting that the sole law should be the Sovereign’s will. 
The quarrel was evidently one that could be settled only by force. 

A word, however, must be said about the Nawab’s pretexts for 
war. As regards the fortifications, it is quite clear that the British 
had exceeded their rights, for Colonel Scot m 1754 had planned a 
small fort or redoubt at Perrin’s Garden in the extreme north of 
the Black Town of Calcutta, and this had been built before or 
during AlTvirdl’s illness. The British had also begun to clear out 
the Maratha Ditch, and to repair the fortifications close to Fort 
William as soon as they heard of the probability of war between 
France and England,® and this they had done without asking per- 
mission from anyone. A certain Mr. Kelsall had also repaired an 

* Emperor. ^ Factory * Vol. I , p. 3 . 

*^Nawab Murshid Kuli Kh&n 

* Up to the very last moment the Bntish expected that the Nawab would conclude 
the «6^r by a demand for money (Vol. 1 ., pp. 4, 48, 58, 6z, 103, 126, 134). RSi 
Durlabh actually demanded 20 lakhs from Messrs. Watts and Collet when they 
were his prisoners (Vol. I., p. 103). 

® Both Mr. Diake and Mr. Holwell (Vol. 1 ., p. 124, and Vol. II., p. 8, note) refer to 
the repairs of the fortifications as commencing after the receipt of the packet by the 
conjreyi^ the Court s orders to prepare for a war with France. As this 
packet azrivJlonly late m May— it was despatched from Madras on the nth* of 
May-<-and shortly before the attack on Cossimbasar. it is clear that they had 
forgottea (he repairs begun in March, or earlier, during Alivirdi's last illness. 
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Octagon or summer-house to the north of the Maratha Ditch, 
which the Nawab’s spies had taken to be a fort, as Government 
was accustomed to test shot there. 

As regards the abuse of trade privileges, it must be confessed 
that the British had used the dastaks or passes for goods free of 
custom in a way never contemplated by the Farman. These had 
been intended merely for the goods of the Company, which were 
allowed to pass through the country free of custom in return 
for a payment of 3,000 rupees per annum; but the British had 
issued them to cover not only the private trade of their own 
servants, but the trade of native merchants whom they favoured. 
Mr. Drake asserts that he had greatly lessened this malpractice, 
but it still existed.^ 

The protection given to the servants of the native Government 
IS somewhat difficult to understand. The only case on record is 
that of Krishna Das,-* the circumstances of which have been de- 
tailed above. On the one hand the British had no right to shelter 
the servants of Government from the authorities in their own 
country ; on the other hand, whilst the accession of Siraj-uddaula 
was doubtful, they might be justified in running some risk in the 
case of a man to whom kindness might be a useful speculation. 

It will be seen, therefore, that Siraj-uddaula had a show of 
reason in all the pretexts he alleged for his attack on the British ; 
but where he displayed his folly was in resorting to such violent 
means for reducing to submission a useful people whom his 
grandfather had always been able to manage by much milder 
measures, and in publicly exhibiting his own contempt for law 
and order by claiming the right to abrogate the Farman granted 
by his own master, the Emperor of Delhi.® 

Seeing his mad behaviour, the people of the country were de- 
lighted, and thought he was marching straight to ruin. 

‘ They hugged themselves in the expectation that the English would defeat the 
Nabob and deliver them from his tyranny and oppression.*^ 

' Vol. II.. p. 148. 

^ At the time of the siege of Calcutta the natives of Bengal generally asserted 
that the protection of Krishna D&s was the sole cause of the war (Vol. ni,i Jfi 339). 

Letter from Council, Fort St. George, Vol. I., p 199 . Letter from Mr. Pigot to 
the Nawab, Vol I , p. 241 , and Admiral Watson’s Letter, Vol II., p. 70. 

^ Vol. Ill , p. 78. 
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THE TREACHEROUS SEIZURE OF COSSIMBAZAR 

FORT. 

* Look now at those Englishmen, who weie once so proud that they did not 
wish to receive me in their houses.’ — S iraj-uddaiila ‘ 

Having determined to ‘ extirpate ’ the British from Bengal, Siraj- 
uddaula, with the promptitude of his grandfather, sent orders to 
his officers at Murshidabad to surround the Factory at Cossim* 
ba^ar, and to Kasim Ali Khan- to march down and occupy the 
Fort of Muckwa Tanna below Calcutta and on the opposite side 
of the Hugh, so as to cut off their retreat, and prevent reinforce- 
ments coming up the river.*'^ Rajmahal was about three days'* 
journey from Cossimbazar, and it was not until the 24th May^ 
that the Chief, Mr. Watts, was made acquainted with the 
Nawab’s wrath by the sudden appearance of a body of troops 
under Mirza Omar Beg, who had been despatched by Rai 
Durlabh to invest the Factory. Omar Beg had so far no idea of 
the reasons for the orders he had received, and as the French and 
Dutch Factories had also been surrounded, the general supposi- 
tion was that the Nawab simply intended to extort money from all 
the Europeans. Accordingly, he had no object m treating the 
British severely, and allowed Mr. Watts to take in stores and 
provisions,^’ for which act of courtesy the French tell us" Mr. Watts 
made him a suitable present. The next day, however, the guards 
were withdrawn from the other Factories and increased upon the 
British. Mr. Watts accordingly wrote in haste to Calcutta for 
orders and a reinforcement.® In subsequent letters Mr. Watts 
informed the Cou 4 fcl that the guard upon the Factory had been 

' Vol III , P 162 « Vol 1 , p. I. » Ihxd. * Vol II., p 8. 

“ Vol. 1 ., p. I • Ihid., p. 127. ^ Vol. HI., p. 220 " Vol I., pp 1-3. 
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increased and the investment had been made more close, and that 
it was supposed that this attack was entirely due to the malice of 
Hakim Beg,^ one of the Nawab’s revenue officers, who had had 
frequent quarrels with the British in connection with the collection 
of customs. Mr. Watts therefore advised that submissive letters 
should be written to the Nawab regarding the fortifications, and 
that counter charges should be brought against Haklrn Beg. 
Council immediately drew up the letters suggested, and for- 
warded them to Mr. Watts for the Na>«^ab ; but the messengers 
were either frightened or unable to enter the Fort, and so the 
letters were never delivered. In reference to the question of re- 
inforcement, a Council of the military officers was called. Captain 
Alexander Grant, who had recently come down from Cossimbazar, 
reported that the Fort was, in his opinion, sufficiently garrisoned 
and provided with artillery and ammunition for defence,^* and the 
officers agreed that Mr. Watts might easily hold out until the 
Rams, when soldiers could be sent up by boat, but that it 
would be impossible to despatch the small force which they had at 
their disposal by land, and further, that as they had so few troops 
at Calcutta it would be dangerous to weaken their own garrison. 
A letter was accordingly written to Mr. Watts to do the best he 
could for himself,'^ but this, like all the others, did not reach him.* 

Mr. Watts meanwhile was in a most difficult position. He was 
in a fort''* commanded on all sides by houses in which the enemy 
might obtain cover ; his guns were old ; of a garrison of fifty men 
less than half were Europeans, and these mostly undisciplined 
runaways from Dutch ships, the remainder being half-castes or 
lascars. A prolonged defence was therefore out of the question, 
and as the servant of a trading Company he knew well that a 
resort to force could, in the eyes of his masters, be justified only 
by success. This was impossible, and resistance meant a declara- 
tion of war against the Nawab and the certainty that all responsi- 
bility for the quarrel would be thrown upon his shoulders. Mr. 
Watts was not a very young man — he was thirty-eight years old® — 

^ Mr. Tooke (Vol I , p. 250) says the demand for the surrender of Krishna Dfts 
was despatched by Hakim Beg at the Nawab’s order. 

“ Vol. I., pp. 73, 74. * Ibid,, p. 127, and Vol 11 , p ii. 

* Vol. 111., pp. 292, 334. ® Ibid., p. 329. Ihtd., p. 411. 
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and he had been nearly twenty years in the country, so that he 
had seen many quarrels with the native authorities, all of which 
had been settled by money ; and he had no reason, not knowing 
the causes of the Nawab*s anger or understanding his real character, 
to think that this occasion differed from previous ones. Besides, 
he had his wife with him. She was near her confinement, and in 
a state of panic at the idea of the Fort being attacked.^ Conse- 
quently, when a chance of compromise offered itself he thought 
that he could, without exposing himself to any imputation of 
cowardice, sei^e upon it to extricate himself from his difficulty. 
In the meantime he gave strict orders to prevent the Nawab’s 
forces from entering the Fort. 

On the 1st June^ Siraj-uddaiila reached Murshidabad, and 
ordered Rai Durlabh, who had taken command, to seize the Fort 
immediately. Rai Durlabh presented himself at the gate and 
attempted to force his way in, but found himself confronted by 
the guard with fixed bayonets and the gunners standing to their 
guns with matches lighted.® He retired precipitately, and deter- 
mined to resort to treachery. Accordingly he wrote to Mr. Watts 
asking him to come out, and assuring him of safety. Thereupon 
Mr. Watts sent his surgeon, Mr. Forth, who was well accjuainted 
with the native language, to him, and Kai Durlabh not only 
declared that no injury was intended to Mr. Watts, but sent back 
with him Mir Husain All, son of Hakim Bcg,^ carrying a — the 

native pledge of safe conduct— which he asserted had been sent from 
the Nawab himself.*’ Mr. Watts now consulted Messrs. Collet and 
Batson, the other members of the Council of Cossimbazar, and it 
was decided that he ought to visit the Nawab. Lieutenant Elliot, 
who commanded the garrison, appears to have opposed this deci- 
sion f but his opinion was overruled, as there was nothing unusual 
in the Chief of a Factory paying a complimentary visit to the 
Nawab when in its neighbourhood.^ Mrs. Watts’ entreaties seem 

' Yol. 1 ., p. 6 , and Vol 111 ., p. 221 " Stewart, p. 499. 

’ Vol I , pp. 175, 250. ^ Ibid , p. 10. 

Ihni., p. 46 

" Vol. 1 ., p ^ Mr. Watts says Lieutenant Klliot did not oppose his going to 
the Nawab s camp (Vol. III., p. 334). 

" When the NaN\ab came to Hugh after the capture of Calcutta, Mr. Bisdom 
actually paid him such a visit (Vol I., p 55) 
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also to have had some influence in overcoming the opposition of 
the military^ Accordingly, on the 2nd June Mr. Watts, accom- 
panied by Mr. Forth and a couple of servants, went to make his 
visit to the Nawab They were received politely by Rai Durlabh, 
but when they approached the Nawab’s tent their hands, were tied 
behind their backs, and they were led as prisoners into Sirij- 
uddaula’s presence ^ Mr Watts, speechless with rage and mor- 
tification, could say nothing, and the Nawab, after looking at him 
for a time m silence, ordered him to be detained as a prisoner. He 
was placed in charge of Hakim Beg and his son, Mir Husain All.* 

On the jrd June he was informed that the Nawab was enraged June, 
with the British for building a drawbridgt at Perrin’s Garden and*^^ 
repairing Mr Kelsall’s Octagon, of which I have already spoken 
He was required to sign a mtichalka oi engagement that the 
Council of C alcutta would demolish the new fortifications, would 
gne no protection to servants of the Government, and would 
recoup the Nawab for any loss which his revenues might have 
suffered from the abuse of the da^taks or tridc passes He ex- 
plained that he could not sign an} such document without his 
Council, and Mr Forth was accoidingl} instructed to ^^o and 

fetch Messrs Collet and Batson Mr Watts bade him tell them 

« 

tbit they were not to come to the Nawab s camp on any condition, 
but whether Mi I orth did not deliver this message,* or those 
gentlemen thought it better to disregard it, thev went to the camp, 
and there stated that thc\ had no authorit} to sign any agree- 
ment which would be binding on the Council of Calcutta. They 
were immediately imprisoned, and nothing more was said about 
the mmhalka 1 he same evening Mr Collet was sent back to the 
Fort with orders to deliver up the guns and ammunition He 
accordingly went there, and instructed Lieutenant Elliot to make 
them over to Rai Durlabh s ofticers On the 5th Mr Collet was 5th June 
ordered to return to camp and Mr Batson was sent back, and the 
same day the Nawab’s army started for Calcutta, taking Messrs. 

Watts and Collet along with them Mr Forth was advised by 
his native friends to escape, and went to the Dutch Factory, 
where he was kindly received 

^ \ol I p 322 Vol III p 16O * Vol I p 5 

* Vol in p 334 ® Vol I p 1 1 and Vol II p Ci 
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As soon as the British had given up their arms, the native 
soldiers began plundering the buildings in the Fort, until hgybe 
Navrab’s orders the Company’s warehouses were closed and 
They treated the gentlemen and soldiers with much rudeneOMHld 
brutality, 

threatening the gentlemen to cut off their ears, slit their noses, and chabuck'^ 
them,’* 

l)ut, according to the Muhammadan custom, respected the privacy 
of Mrs. Watts’ apartments, to which she and her children had 
retired. 

The ill-treatment of the prisoners continued until the 8th, 
when Lieutenant Elliot, rather than submit to the insults of the 
soldiery, shot himself dead with a pistol which he had secreted 
about his person.^ This compelled the native officers to interfere, 
for they did not know what account the Nawab might demand of 
them if any of the civilians who had been left in their charge 
were driven to similar acts of desperation.*’ They accordingly 
imprisoned Messrs. Batson, Sykes, Chambers, ^.nd Hugh Watts 
in their own rooms ; but the two former escaped the same night, 
and were sheltered in the other European Factories, where 
Messrs. Hastings and Marriott, who had been absent at some of 
the also found refuge after being plundered of all they 

June, possessed. On the 9th Messrs. Watts and Chambers were sent 
to the public prisons along with the soldiery, and though the 
latter were released the next day, these unfortunate gentlemen 
1 June, were detained until the 24th, when the French and Dutch Chiefs 
obtained their liberty by pledging themselves for their appearance 
when required by the Nawab. Mrs. Watts and her children were 
allowed to retire unmolested to the French Factory,^ where 
M. Law treated them with the utmost kindness until they could 
be safely sent down the river. 

Mrs. Watts is a celebrated character in the history of Calcutta. 
She accompanied her husband to England on his retirement, and 
when he died%ie returned to Calcutta, and having married a 

‘ Vol. I., p. 46. “ To whip. ■* Vol. I., p 253. 

Ibid , p. 176. « Vol. III., p. 335. ® Weaving establishments. 

" Vol. I , p. 176. 
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clergyman of the name of Johnson, whom she sent to England 
with an allowance, was for many years the acknowledged leader 
of society under the half- Indian appellation of the Begam 
Johnson. She was extremely wealthy, and Colonel Sleeman^ 
tells us that her house was the resort of all the gentry from the 
Governor-General downwards. She used to tell her visitors that 
she had been saved from the Nawab's harem only by the inter- 
cession of his mother, Amina Begam.® 

The easy capture of the Fort had not been expected by either 
Europeans or natives,® or even by Siraj-uddaula himself. The 
French, with the exception of M. Law, who wrote, 

‘ Such was the surrender of this little fort, which many people pretend could 
have held out long enough to repulse the Nawab and foice him to come to 
teiins. 1 am the less inclined to believe this as 1 know the weaknesses of the 
place much better than its strength,’** 

were loud in their outcries against Mr. Watts’ behaviour, though 
Mt, Young, the Prussian Agent, says that after his arrival at 
Chandernagore on the 28th June,^ he had little difficulty in satisfy- 28th June, 
ingffiis friends as to the propriety of his conduct.’^ 

Mr. Holwell asserts that a defence of Cossimba^ar for only 
twenty-four hours would probably have enabled the Council to 
complete the defences of Calcutta, and the coming on of the 
Kains would have forced the Nawab to retire in confusion.^ This 
IS one of those hypothetical arguments which does not admit of 
answer, and is hardly worth discussion.'' Mr. Watts, however, 
submitted a description of the Fort and garrison to Colonel Clive 
and his officers, who gravely certified, what everyone already 
knew, that the Fort was incapable of prolonged defence.*^ In 
fact, the question was not a military one at all, but a question as 
to whether the Company’s interests required Mr. Watts to take 
^pon himself the responsibility of a violent breach of relations 

Hambies of an Indian Official,’ vol. u., pp. 358, 359 

Other accounts (Vol. I., p. 20) say that Amina Begam tried to persuade Suraj- 
uddaula not to go to war with the British, representing to him that it was beneath 
dignity to make war upon mere merchants. 

Vol I. , p. 207, and Vol. Ill , p. 78. 

Vol. 1., p. 48. /62rf.,p.64. 

Vol. 335. 


‘ Vol. III., p. 166. 

7 Vol. II., p. 12. 

“ Ibid., pp. 329, 330. 
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with the Nawab. If after-events proved that he decided wrongly 
it was a fault of which M. Law says : 

‘ If he was the dupe of Sirtlj-uddaula's bad faith, it must be acknowledged that 
he knew how to lake his revenge.’* 

Mr. Watts was no simpleton, and it was as much by his diplomacy 
at Murshidabad as by the victory of Clive at Plassey that Siraj- 
uddaula was driven from his throne. 

Siraj-uddaula took nothing from the Fort except the guns and 
ammunition 2 which he needed for the attack of Calcutta, his own 
being worthless,^ and on the 5 th June he began his march. 



CHAPTER W 


THE EXPULSION OF THE BRITISH 
FROM CALCUTTA. 

' Ab fcital and melancholly a catastiophe as ever llie annals oi an> people, or 
colony of people, suffered since the days of Adam.’- Hoiaveli..* 

As he had been prompt in his attack cm C'ossimba/ar, so Siraj- 
uddaula wasted no time in his inarch upon Calcutta. In the 
hottest season of the year, in a country with no roads and with a 
cumbrous train of artillery drawn by elephants and oxen, his army 
covered a distance of about i6o miles in eleven days. At the 
same time that he displayed this promptitude he showed that 
he doubtful of success by the eagerness with whi^h he 
sought the aid of the French and Dutch, recklessly promising 
the town of Calcutta and the British Factories to both if only 
they would join hint.- This was, of course, known to his 
soldiers, as was probably the fact that both French and Dutch 
had refused him their assistance.^ 

‘His army marched unwillingly; his people murmured loudly against him, 
.ind said that he was taking them to be buuhered, .ind that they could never 
captuic the place These just murmuis of the army came to the ears of the 
Nawab. He paid no attention to them. He even treated very cavalierly a 
person who spoke to him of them, saying, “ I do not doubt th.it thou art afraid 
thyself. I am not astoni^sh^'d at it, for thou art a Hengali cow'ard.” As a matter 
of fact, this pel son was on^ of his dependent ray^u 

The French were convinced that the Nawab himself was afraid 
when they found that Coja Wajid had been ordered to open 
negotiations with the British.^ 

‘ Vol II , p 38. Mr Holwell of course alludes to the appellation commonly 
given by the Muhammadans to Bengal, viz., * The Paradise of India ’ 

“ Vol I., pp 5, 7, 15, and Vol. III., p. 167 

' 4 Vol. I., p. 178. 
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Notwithstanding the absence of good roads, the Indian kasid, or 
postal messenger, manages to travel with great rapidity, and letters 
from Cossimbazar sometimes arrived at Calcutta in as short a 
time as twenty-seven hours.^ Accordingly Mr. Watts’ letter of 
the 2nd June, saying that the Nawab had arrived at Cossim- 
bazar, reached Calcutta next day. It convinced the Council 
that the Nawab meant war, and that submission was useless.* 
They thought, however, it would be wise to try what influence 
Coja Wajid could bring to bear, and so they sent him copies of 
the letters which they had transmitted to Mr. Watts for the Nawab. 
Coja Wajid unfortunately had left Murshidabad for Hagli, and 
though he received these letters was unable at first to deliver 
them. He was in fact too frightened to do so, the Nawab having 
threatened with punishment anyone who might dare to plead on 
behalf of the British. This fury of rage seems, however, to have 
already moderated to some extent, as in his letter to Coja Wajid 
of the 1st June the Nawab wrote that he would not drive the British 
out of the country if they would submit to his conditions.** This 
encouraged Coja Wajid to approach him again, and his agent, 
Siva Babu, took Drake the copy of a letter which Coja Wajid 
advised him to write to the Nawab. Drake complied, and Coja 
Wajid presented the letter to the Nawab when he arrived at 
Kelsall’s Garden on the 15th or i6th June; but by this time 
hostilities had commenced with the British attack upon Tanna 
Fort, and the Nawab did not vouchsafe any reply.^ 

On the 3rd June the Council sent warning to Dacca and the 
other up-country Factories to collect the Company’s goods, and 
be prepared to flee if the danger increased. 

The next day they wrote to the Council of Fort St. George 
(Madras), saying they were engaged in a quarrel with the native 
Go\ eminent, and that, 


‘ should they be attacked, they arc resolved to repel force by force.’* 


From the 3rd to the 6th June no news arrived at Calcutta. So 
absolute Has the lack of trustworthy intelligence that it was' not 
even known whether the Nawab was with his army or not.^ 

^ Vol. I , p. 126. 

* Ibtd,, p. 117 


-* Ibid. 

' Und., p. 97 


’ Ibtd , p. 4. 

® Ibid , p. 110. 
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The first news of the capture of Cossimbazar came as a rumour 
from Chandernagore on the evening of the 6th June.^ It was^thjun^ 
confirmed the next morning by the arrival of Mr. Collet’s letter of 
the 4th June. 

Before this, about the 20th May, when he received Mr. Watts’ 
letter mentioning the talk in Murshidabad about the ease with which 
Calcutta might be captured,^ Mr. Drake gave orders to Captain 
Minchin to raise as many soldiers as he could, and to Mr. Holwell 
to enlist buxerries or native matchlockmen, and to the knsids or 
messengers to bring all letters received in or despatched from 
< dlrutta to him for examination. The pay of the labourers on the 
fortifications was increased, a stock of provisions laid in, and, in 
fact, every preparation was made for a biege, except, apparently, 
the most essential of all — namely, a plan of defence. When the 
bad news arrived on the 7th a further request for assistance 7 ^ 1 ' 
was sent to Madras, and letters were written to Messrs. Bisdom®*^^^’ 
and Renault/ the Dutch and French Chiefs, asking them to 
icl in concert with the British against the Nawab. The Dutch, 
who were determined to maintain their r6le of mere merchants, 
absolutely refused to meddle m a quarrel not of their own 
making / the Frencl\ answered sympathetically, but ail they could 
offer w'ds the refuge of their own Fort if the British thought Fort 
William indefensible.® Both Chinsura and Chandernagore lay in 
the Nawab’s path on his march to Calcutta ; neither of them 
could spare a man or a gun, and it seems certain that the Nawab 
forcibly took the French boats for the passage of his men across the 
Ganges, though he refrained, as a matter of courtesy, from actually 
marching through their town.^ The Nawab had likewise a body 
of European and half-caste artillerymen in his semce, who were 
said to be deserters from the French, and were commanded by 
an ex-French officer, the Marquis de St. Jacques, and the spies 
employed by the British asserted that the French sent a quantity 
of powder to the Nawab’s army when he was at Bankibazar.® 

This the French stoutly denied, but the accusation was believed 

* Vol. I , p. 128, and Vol. II., p 11. ^ Vol. I , p. 127. 

^ Ibtd , p. 12. * Ibid , pp. iiG, 295. * Ibtd , p. 14. 

• Vol I , p. 295, and Vol HI., p 293 

^ Vol. I., p. 20, and Vol. III., p. 224. 


» Vol I , p. 143 
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to be true, and bore bitter fruit later on. Mean- 
A/tne, the Council, though it had plenty of more important 
business to q,ttend to, entered upon an angry correspondence with 
Mr. Bisdom as to his duty to assist them, and finally formally 
protested, in the name of the Company, against him and his 
Council for refusing to do so.^ 

On the 7th the British were informed that the Nawab had 
written to the neighbouring ZamJndan^ forbidding them to supply 
the British with provisions, and the same day, early in the morn- 
ing, Drake called a council to consider the plan of defence. The 
military officers were summoned to attend, and the council re- 
solved itself into a Council of War. Messrs. Simpson and 
O’Hara, and a French officer, Lieutenant Melchior Lebeaume, 
who was in the Company’s service, were appointed to form a 
Committee.'^ The weakness of Fort William has been already 
mentioned, but the question under discussion was the larger one 
of the defence of Calcutta. 

Two years before this time Colonel Scot^ had drawn up a plan of 
defence for the Tow n, the main points of which w ere the completion 
of the Maratha Ditch, the building of redoubts at Perrin’s and 
Siirman’s Gardens,^ and the strengthening of the river front of the 
Fort. After his death the work was handed over to Lieutenant 
Wells,*' who prepared the only detailed plan we possess of the Fort 
and Its neighbourhood, and suggested various modifications. On 
his death Mr. Bartholomew Plaisted was entrusted with this duty, 
but he was dismissed the Company’s service in 1755, and Messrs. 
O’Hara, a civilian, and Simpson, a subaltern in the military, were 
appointed engineers. Under their superintendence the redoubt at 
Perrin’s was completed, and something done towards the repair 
of the Line of guns on the river front of the Fort ; but so slowly 
was the work carried on that Captain Jasper Leigh Jones of the 
Artillery Company on the 4th August, 1755, submitted a letter to 
Council calling attention to the defenceless condition of the Town. 

‘ Vol ' Collectors oi the Nawab's revenues. Often hereditary 

’ Vol 1 , p 128 * Died 1754 

° The northern and southern limits of the British Settlement. 

^ Ihed 18 August, 1755 (General Letter to Court of bth December, 1735, para- 
graph 108). 
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The Couni:il, which was composed of Messfs. Drake, Cruttenden, 
Mannmgham, Becher, Pearkes, Frankland, Collet, Macket, Eyre, 
and Holwell, voted his letter ‘irregular, improper, and unnecessary’ 
—in fact, they considered that the question of fortifications was 
not of any urgency, and might well wait for the Court of Directors* 
reply to Colonel Scot’s indent for guns and military. Accordingly, 
the outermost line of defence suggested by Colonel Sc ot, not having 
been completed, could not be maintained, and the only question 
that remained was how much of the 1 own could be protected. 
What the Committee actually recommended is uncertain. Mr. 
C) Hara, in a letter dated the 17th Februar\, 1757,^ tells us that he 
id\ised that the Fort only should be defended, the European 
houses around it being pulled down to clear the way for the hre 
of the guns, but that Mr Drake and the C ouncil lefused to allow 
the houses to be destroyed, partly on the t, round of expense, paitly 
because it would take a long time and more powder than they had 
to spare in the Fort. Captain Grant afterwards declared that 
Mr O’Hara’s suggestion was the proper one, but that 

0 litle credit wis then given, and e\en to the \eiy hst d»i>, thit the Nabob 

>uld venture to attack us, or offei to fon e our lines ih it it occ isiontcl a gencrall 

1 ambling and discontent to Itive ln^ ot the Luiopcin housts without them 
Nay, the gjenti illity wmtAl to include e\er> brick house in the pi ice Portuguese 
ind Armenian, and thought it haid that any inhabit int should be deprued of 
protection ag tmst such an enemy And should it be proposed b) an> person 
to demolish so mtny houses as ivould be necessary to make the fort defensible 
his oppinion would have been thought pusilanimous and iidiculous, hid there 
been sufficient time to execute such a work, as there was not, nor would it be 
possible to destroy half the number in tuple the time, especially as we had nc t 
sufficient powder to blow them up - 

The question was rendered still more difficult by the sudden 
discovery of the very small number of troops in garrison, the 
military officers repoitmg that 70 of the European soldieis were 
'^ick in hospital, 25 mori^ were absent up-country, and that of the 
remaining 180 the greater part were only Portuguese. It was at 
^ tst determined to occupy Perrin’s redoubt with a small force, but 
t > abandon the Black Town and draw an inner line round the 
1 uropean houses. Outposts were to be established at the three 
mam entrances to the White Town, the lesser streets to be dug 
icross and palisaded, all bridges to be broken down, and a trench 
^ Vol II p 227 ^ Vol I p 76 
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diig ACtoiitf the Park to the east of the Fort.^ M. Jean La^i^ys* that 
the British ought to have limited themselves to the defence of the 
Forti but he ignores the considerations mentioned by Captain Grant. 

The same day messages were sent to the Company’s servants at 
Dacca, Jagdea, and Balasore to retire to Calcutta,^ and orders 
issued to the inhabitants of Calcutta to send into the Fort all the 
arms and provisions in their possession/ whilst no less than five 
messages were sent vid Vizagapatam to Madras for assistance.^ 

In the evening the militia were under arms, and on the morning 
of the 8th paraded 250 strong. Of these 100 were Europeans, 
largely drawn from the shipping, and so liable to be recalled 
on board ; the rest were Portuguese and Armenians. A number of 
officers were appointed, and Messrs. Manningham and Frankland 
were made respectively Colonel and Lieutenant-Colonel,® thus 
giving them rank superior to that held by any of the military. This 
extraordinary arrangement appears quite in keeping with the other 
ridiculous actions of the C ouncil, and its only possible explanation 
is that the Council was so certain of repulsing the Nawab that its 
chief care was, under the pretence of not wishing to supersede 
senior military officers by their juniors, to make sure that none of the 
credit of the exploit should fall to the militarj'/ It was soon found 
that the Portuguese and Armenians were extremely awkward in the 
use of arms, and so they were formed into two separate companies, 
the Europeans composing a third. This last was further weakened 
by thirty-four ^ of its members volunteering to serve in the military. 
They were young men, and behaved extremely well. 

‘ Many Company’s servants and young gentlemen in the Settlement enleied 
as voluntceis in the military, doing duty in eveiy respect as common soldiers, 
and always expressing forwardness to be sent on command,^ a spirit never 
sufficiently to be commended.’*® 

Amongst the military Lieutenant Smith was promoted to be 
Captain-Lieutenant, Captain Alexander Grant was made Adjutant 
General, Lieutenant Talbot Adjutant, and Mr. O’Hara Lieutenant 

* Vol. II , p. 33. ^ Vol. IIL, p. 168. See also VoL I., p. 178. and Vol. II., p. 30, 

Vol. I , pp ()i|i 54 

* Letter from ] Cooke to Council, dated x8th February, 1757, appended to Public 

Proceedings of 19th February, 1757. • Vol. I., p. 133. • Vol. I., p. 130. 

^ ‘For civilian jealousy of the military see Vol. I., p. c, note, Vol. II., p 245 , and 
Vol. 111 ., p 155. * Holwell says sixty-five (Vol II,, p. 38). 

* u., on particular duty. *** Vol. 1 .. p 131. 
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of the Train or Artillery Company. These anangemenW were io 
some extent due to the unsatisfactory character of the command* 
mg officer. Captain Minchin. According to Captain Grant and 
Mr. Holwell, neither he nor Captain Clayton, the second in 
command, was fit for his post,' and Captain Witherington, who 
was in charge of the ammunition, was both incapable and in- 
subordinate; but instead of superseding them by capable military 
officers, Messrs. Manningham and Frankland were given superior 
rank. Captain Grant as Adjutant did his utmost to obtain the 
usual returns of stores, but could obtain none till a much later 
and, as it proved, fatal moment, for 

Such WAS the le\ity of the times that severe measures were not esteemed 
necessai> ’■* 

On the evening of the 7 th Coja W3jid*s diwdn, Siva BSbu, 
brought to Calcutta the three letters® which the Nawab had 
written to his master. He informed the Council that it was 
Omuhand who had instigated the Nawab to attack the British, 
and that Coja Wajid thought the Nawab would not be satisfied 
with a payment of mone>, and advised the British to prepare to 
u^^ist him b} force.* Siva Babu w'as sent back to Coja Wajid 
with a submissive letter* from Mi. Drake to the Nawab, as has 
hu n already mentioned. 

On the loth Siva Babu returned to Calcutta with another letter *oth June, 
from his master saying that he proposed to meet the Nawab 
Knshnagar, but advising the British to continue their preparations 
for defence. The Council thought this letter implied that Coja 
Wajid expected to be able to accommodate matters, and approved 
his proposal, but they decided that it would be as well to assist his 
diplomacy by terrifying the enemy. Accordingly they sent a party 
of fifteen soldiers — volunteers— at night by boat to Sukhsagar, 
halfway to Hugh, with orders to make as much noise as possible. 

The country people were very much frightened, supposing that the 
British intended to attack Hugh, but the only solid result of this 
fantastical expedition was that a , 000 of the Nawab*$ cavalry hastened 
their march and occupied that town,® Meanwhile spies came in 
every moment, some reporting that the enemy were dispirited and 

* VoL I., p. 77, and Vol 11 ., p. 26. * * Vol. L, p gx. 

* Vol I , pp 3-5 * Vol II., p 145 • Vol. I., pi. 136. 
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disinclined to advance, others that they were already exultittg in 
the prospect of sacking; Calcutta. All agreed that the neighbouring 
Zamlnddrs had received orders to refuse provisions to the British* 

Next day Mr. Drake reviewed his forces, and found he had at 
his disposal i8o soldiers (of whom only 45 wete Europeans), 
50 European volunteers, 60 European militia, 150 Armenian and 
Portuguese militia, 35 European artillerymen, 40 volunteers from 
the shipping— in all 515 men to defend a Fort of which Colonel 
Scot had written to Mr. Orme : 

‘It has been universally asserted by the gentlemen of the sword that 1,000 
effects e men is the least number necessary for the defence of the plACf, even 
as It IS fortified, if we may be allowed the expression.’ 

These were now disposed as follows : q 8 men under Captains 
Clayton and Holwell with three subalterns^ at the Court House 
or Eastern Battery,^ the same number under Captains Buchanan 
and Market with three subalterns^ at the Southern Battery, 
C8 men under Captain-Lieutenants Smith and Mapletoft with 
three subalterns^ at the Northern Battery, and the remainder 
of the military and artillery with the Armejiian and Portuguese 
militia under Captain Minchin, Lieutenant Bellamy, and the 
other subalterns in the Fort. Ensign Piccard with 25 men was 
ordered to occupy the Redoubt at Perrin’s. Three ships, the 
Prince George (Captain Hague), the Fortune (Captain Campbell),® 
and the Chance^* (Captain Champion), ^^ere sent up to cover 
the Redoubt, and 20 artillerymen and the volunteers, apparently 
under the command of Lieutenant Blagg, were ordered to hold 
themselves in readiness to support the point first attacked. 
Additional pay was offered to the lastars to work the guns, and 
the pay of the coolies employed on the fortifications was increased 
to induce them not to desert.^ 

One of the chief deficiencies in Calcutta was the want of guns 
and powder. The guns they had were old and neglected, and 

* Apparently Lieutenants Bishop, Lebeaume, Weclderburn, and Douglas, and also 
Ensinn Carstucb were at this post (Vol I , pp 147, 258, 259, and Vol II , pp. 34, 35). 

See plan^P^ The ftn\ irons of Fort William.’ 

“ I can identify only Lieutenant Blagg and Ensign Scott. 

■* 1 can identify only Lieutenant Sumner and Ensign Walcot ** 

' Vol. 1 , p. 187 

*' Ihd., p 256. Drake (Vol. I , p 135) names the ships as the DadUy, Prtnc$ 
Gcorgt and Lively grabb. ’ Ibid., p. 138. 
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very few of them ^^SiaVted. Every carpenter who could be found 
was set to work, and as many guns as could be mounted on 
the shaky walls were got ready. Of powder they had more than 
had ever been in stock in previous years, ^ but most of it had 
become damp, and was useless, for powder could not be kept good 
through the rainy season. There was no time to make more, nor 
any place in the crowded Fort where the damp powder could b# 
dried. From what was good, cartridges were prepared for the 
guns, the English women assisting in loading them.® 

Though it was decided not to defend the Black or native Town, 
instructions were given to the native inhabitants to protect them- 
selves as well as possible, and to obstruct the roads and passages^ 

Many of them had lived for several generations under the British 
(lag, and it was supposed that they would stand by the British ; 
but the majority thought of nothing except how to secure their 
families by sending them out of the town. One or two, however, 
like Govind Ram Mitra, showed more public spirit, and did all 
they could to protect the quarters in which they lived.® This 
gentleman, on the capture of Calcutta, was imprisoned by the' 
Nawab’s Governor, Manik Chand. In the month of December 
he managed to communicate with the British at Fulta, and sent 
them information regarding the distribution of the native troops. 

In reply the Council allowed him to enter the service of the 
Nawab so as to regain his liberty.'* 

A letter was received on the I2th June from Messrs. Watts and“*^J®*^ 
Collet, who were with the Nawab’s army on the river opposite ' 
HughV saying that if the Council would send a proper person to 
the Nawab’s camp they thought the quarrel might yet be settled 
for a sum of money. They based this belief on the fact that the 
Nawab had not touched anything at Cossimbazar, except the 
guns and ammunition, whereas if he had intended to expel th(|t^ 
British from Bengal he would have seized everything; but the 
probability is that the Nawab had simply left the Company’s 
goods there until he had time to decide how he should dispo^ 
of them. This letter came through Mr. Bisdom, who was in^ 
formed— 

* Vol II., p. 151 3 Vol. I., p 139. * Vol I , p. 140 

* Orme MSS., India V , pp 1159, 1160. ® Vol I., pp. 103, 140. 

D 2 
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* tiiat after the disgrace the Company had suffered at Cossitnbuzar by the taking 
of their Factory and imprisoning of their servants, they were resolved not to 
come to any agreement.’^ 

Drake does not mention this reply, but says Mr. Watts’ letter also 
contained a warning against Coja Wajid, whom Mr. Watts, even 
before the capture of Cossimbazar, had suspected of instigating 
the Nawab against the British.^ The important point to notice is 
Mr. Bisdom's evidence that Mr. Drake and the Council were quite 
ready to fight. In fact, they thought that the mere appearance of 
resistance would frighten the Nawab, and the military were ordered 
to be on their guard so as to cut up any small raiding parties that 
might approach the Town. 

The part of the Nawab’s forces which the British considered 
most likely to be dangerous was the artillery— !.g., the French 
and Portuguese, who were in charge of the Cossimbazar cannon. 
These men being all Christians, the Catholic priests in Calcutta 
were instructed to write and remonstrate with them on the 
wickedness of fighting for a Muhammadan Prince against Chris- 
tians. They replied that they had now no means of escaping 
' from the Nawab’s service, but they proved of little use to him in 
the end.“ 

The approach of the Nawab's army rendered it probable that 
spies Would try to enter the Town, and strict orders were issued on 
the 13th June to arrest all suspicious characters. A boat was 
seized this day, the people of which 

* denied they had any letters for any person ; but, after having received punish- 
ment, they confessed there were two letters hid in the boat directed to Omichund 
from Eogeram, the Phousdar of Midnapore and principal spy to the Nabob.^ 

These letters did not appear to contain anything beyond a warn- 
ing to Omichand to look after his own property, and a request to 
send Rajaram’s property out of the city ; but they were written in 
some strange, up-countiy dialect, which only Omichand’s servants 
could understand, and Drake ws therefore convinced there must be 
some treason in them ; accorfl|[ly on his own authority he ordered 
Omichand to be imprisoned in the Fort. Omichand surrendered 

' Vol Im p. X04. * JWd , p 140, Vol. II , p. 63 ; Vol. HI., p. 73 

‘ Vol. I , p. 140. IbtL^ p f4i, apd Vol. H-. p X40 
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without making any resistance, but his brother-in-law, Haz&r! 
Mai, ordered his servants to hre upon the soldiers sent to arrest 
him, and had his left hand cut off before he was captured.^ 
Omichand’s Jamaddr,^ when the soldiers forced the house, killed 
with his own hands thirteen women and three children, fired the 
house, and attempted, unsuccessfully, to commit suicide. Captain- 
Lieutenant Smith, who was in charge of the party, found the 
house full of weapons. As the inhabitants of Calcutta had been 
ordered to send all the arms in their possession into the Port, this 
fact was taken as further proof of Omichand’s guilt. About the 
same time Mr. Holwell being informed that Krishna DSIs intended to 
escape from Calcutta, and it being important for the British to have 
him in their hands in case the Nawab should demand his surrender, 
he was also made prisoner on the 14th after a vigorous defence.^ 
Mr. Tooke adduces this fact as a proof that Krishna Das’ visit to 
Calcutta was a device of the Nawab to involve the British, but it 
IS (]uite possible that he really wanted to escape from the British 
when he feared they might be forced to surrender him to the Nawab. 

Spies now reported that the Nawab’s army, which consisted of 
from 30,000 to 30,000 men, with 150 elephants and camels, the 
cannon taken at Cossimbazar, and 25 European and 200 Portu- 
guese gunners,* had arrived at Baraset, and that a small party had 
been seen at Dum Dura, and a letter was received from the French 
renegade, the Marquis de St. Jacques, who commanded the 
Nawab’s Europeans, offering to mediate between the British and 
the Nawab. A reference to M. Renault at Chandernagore made it 
clear that St. Jacques was not to be trusted, and accordingly the 
Council confined their reply to an offer of reward if he would come 
over to the British with his men. Whether he received this letter 
or not is uncertain, but a spy declared that St. Jacques had been 
sent to the French and Dutch Factories to demand assistance in 
the name of the Nawab, and that the French had landed a quantity 
of powder for him at Bankibazar.^ 

At this critical moment Coja Wajid, upon whom the Council 
relied for mediation with the Nawab in spite of his suspected , 

^ Vol I , p. 142. ^ Chief of the peonst or footmen. 

* Vol I., pp. 142, 238, 280. ^ /Wrf., pp. no, 133, 264. 

* / 5 wl„ p. 143 
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collusion with Omichand,^ on the pretence that he had heard that 
the British had seized and imprisoned his dlwan, Siva Babu,‘ 
wrote them that they might send Omichand, or anyone else they 
pleased, to negotiate with the Nawab. This was supposed to be 
a device to have Omichand set free, so the Council replied that 
they had entrusted the negotiations to him alone, and still trusted 
to his endeavours on their behalf. 

The Governor being extremely busy with many matters, 
Messrs. Manningham, Frankland, and Minchin were appointed 
Field Officers to visit the out-batteries in daily rotation, and 
Mr. Manningham was authorized by Council to relieve Mr. Drake 
of the charge of the Marine. To clear the Town as much as 
possible, the straw houses within the Lines of defence were set on 
fire. The fire spread and did much damage, and, terrified by this 
evidence of approaching war, many of the coolies, lascars, and 
servants fled from the Town, whilst the Armenians and Portuguese, 
with their women and children, crowded into the houses surround- 
ing the Fort.^ 

For some time the more thoughtful members of the Council had 
been considering the wisdom of occupying Tanna^ Fort as a 
possible place of retreat in case of necessity, and also to prevent 
the natives from blocking the river and cutting off the approach 
of reinforcements. This ought to have been done several days 
earlier, and though, when the ships Dodaly, Prince George, Lively, 
and Neptune reached the Fort, they were able to drive out the 
garrison,*’’ they found they could not hold the place, and on the 
arrival of a large body of native troops on the 14th they were forced 
to evacuate it after throwing some of the guns into the river and 
burning the houses. The walls of the Fort were too strong to be 
easily destroyed, and on the 15th Captain Rannie, having been sent 
down with a further reinforcement of thirty men under Lieutenant 
Bishop, found that with the poor powder supplied him he could 
produce no impression. The ships were recalled on the i6th.® 

‘ Vol II , p. G4 2 Vol I., p. 143. 

Ihid , p. 144 * Vol II , p. 30. 

' One of the Nawab h first orders on the outbreak of the quarrel was for the 
occupation of this fort (Vol. 1., p. i). 

“ Vol. I . p 256 
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The only fruit of this expedition was the capture of two Moor 
ships, which were brought up to Calcutta.^ 

On the 15th the Nawab arrived at Chinsura, and the French *5tb June, 
and Dutch Agents were sent to present the compliments of their 
Chiefs. The Frenchman was received with great courtesy, the 
Dutchman with contempt and insult.® 

Next day all the British women were brought into the 
It was hoped that relief would arrive from Madras by the 
20th August, and there were ample provisions of rice, wheat, and 
biscuit to last that time if the Nawab could not be forced to 
retire before. The reason for calling in the women was that a 
portion of the Nawab’s troops, numbering 4,000 men, was making 
an attempt to force the Maratha Ditch by what is now known as 
the Chitpur Bridge, the approaches to which were covered by the 
guns of Pernn^s Redoubt. 

The attack on this little fort began about noon, and Lieutenant 
Blagg, with a detachment of 50 men and two field-pieces, was sent 
to Ensign Piccard’s assistance. The enemy were easily repulsed, 
but the British lost a few' men on the ships as well as on shore. 
Amongst them was Mr. Ralph Thoresby, the first of the Company’s 
servants to fall. Lieutenant Blagg was recalled in the evening, but 
Mr. Piccard made a sally in the night,® drove the enemy from their 
posts, and spiked four of their guns. They lost, it is said, 800 men.* 
Notwithstanding this repulse of the regular attack, the Ditch 
being fordable all through its course,® the Nawab’s troops and 
camp followers — 7,000 plunderers followed him from Murshidabad® 

— began to flock into the town. The Nawab himself seems to have 
crossed by a bridge which he caused to be made at Cow Cross,^ 
on the Dum Dum road, and took up his quarters in Omichand’s 
garden. The spies sent by the British found his army, therefore, 
already partly in the Town and occupying the quarter called 
Similia. A few prisoners were made, who reported that the 
Nawab intended to make his great attack on Friday, the i8th, 
which was held to be a lucky day in the Muhammadan Calendar.® 

' Vol I., pp. Ill, 136 ^ Jbtd , p 21 * Ibid., p. 40 

* Ibid,, p. 187. • Ibid , p 79 ® Ibid., p 171 ^ Ibid , pp. 163, 164. 

® The z8th June, 1756, corresponds to the 19th RamazSn, one of the fortunate 
days of that great Muhammadan fast 
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Moattwhile be had to find some means of bringing his elephants 
and artillery across the Ditch, and so thought of renewing the 
attack on Perrin’s; but during the night Jagannith Singh, 
Omichand’s Jamad&r, who bad somewhat recovered from bis 
self-inflicted wounds, had himself placed on a horse, and with 
Omrao, another of Omichand’s servants, brought a letter from 
their master to the Nawab, informing him that the Maratha 
Ditch did not encircle the whole Town, and that he could 
easily bring in his army by the Avenue which leads directly east- 
ward from old Fort William to the Lakes.^ The same night the 
British set fire to part of the Town in order to drive out the 
Nawab's men, but the lack of wind prevented much damage being 
done. On the other hand, the native plunderers pillaged the 
native Town, burning and murdering wherever they went^ 
tythjune, The 17th June was spent by the Nawab in bringing his army 
into the Town. The British destroyed all the native houses to the 
eastward and the southward, and the Nawab’s plunderers set fire 
to the Great Bazar which lay to the north of the Fort, and the 
adjacent places and other parts of the Black Town, 

' which burnt till morning, and, being so very extensive and near, formed a 
scene too horrible for language to describe.’® 

The same night all the remaining peom and servants who could 
escape abandoned the British. Over 1,000 of the bearers or 
coolies deserted when they were required to carry powder -into 
the Fort from the Magazine, which lay to the south.* At the 
same time the Portuguese and Armenian women and children 
crowded into the Fort, the militia declaring they would not fight 
• unless their families were admitted.® About 500 were got safely 
on board ship, but enough remained— about 2,000— to throw 
everything into confusion. 

iSthjune, The enemy were now (i8th June) close to the Line of 
• * defence formed by the three outposts or batteries and the 
intervening European houses, and, immediate f^hting being 
expected, orders were ilfled by Council to give no quarter, 
as the Fort prison was already crowded.® The attack opened 

* Vol. I., p. 146 , Vol U., p. 22 . Vol. Ill , p. 363 a Vol. 1 .. pp. 143, 237. . 

'’/M.,p 258. * Ihid.,p‘.Bo, ‘ 

“ PP 147, 165. « Ibid , p. 258. 
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against the Northern Battery, but this was only a feint, and 
Ensign Walcpt, who was ordered to make a sally, easily 
drove off the enemy. The real attack was against the Eastern 
Battery. An advance post at the Jail was occupied by a small 
detachment under Lieutenant Lebeaume, who, after a time, was 
reinforced by Ensign Carstairs. The fighting at the Jail waA 
very fierce, and about 3 o’clock Captain Clayton ordered Lebeauirie 
and Carstairs, both of whom had been wounded, to retire on hf|f 
battery. A glance at the plan will show that between the Eastern 
and Southern Battery the only defences were the European housei 
on the East and South of the Great and Little Tanks. All these 
had been occupied by small detachments, but it is evident that as 
soon as the enemy effected an entry at any one point, they were in 
1 position to take the East and South Batteries in the rear.^ They 
made their first entry at Mr. Nixon’s house at the south-east corner 
of the Little Tank, and almost immediately all the European houses 
vs ere occupied by crowds of musketeers, who could not be dislodged 
b> the British guns owing to the strength of the piicca^ walls. 
Captain Buchanan was now ordered to withdraw his men from the 
Southern Battery to the Reserve Battery between the Tank and the 
Company’s house, and there seemed to be no great danger as long 
as the Eastern Battery could be maintained; but the parties 
in the European houses on the south of the Tank had some 
difficulty in making their retreat, especially one composed of ten 
young gentlemen^ under Lieutenant Blagg in Captain Minchm’s 
house. Finding themselves cut off, they retired fighting to the 
roof, where they defended themselves until their ammunition was 
exhausted, and then sallying forth forced their way with the bayonet 
across the Park until they reached the shelter of the Fort. Two 
of them, Messrs. Charles Smith and Wilkinson, were killed, and 
the rest all wounded, but they slew 173 of the enemy.* So far the 

^ The East battery was, however, covered by the wall of the Park. 

, masonry. 

' Eight of them were Company's servants. Their names were Law, Ellis, Took|S, 
N Drake, C. Smith, Wilkinson, Dodd, and Knapton The other two, WUliam 
Parker and Maepherson, were, 1 believe, seafaring men Law, Drake, Dodd, 
Knapton, Parker, and Maepherson died in the Black Hole. Elhs lost his leg in the 
battle of the 5th February, and was killed in the troubles of 1763, Tooke was killed 
m 1757 the attack on Chandemagore. 

* Vol. I., p, a6i 



txxviH 


BENGAL IN 1766-67 


enemy had lost heavily, and it was even thought that the Nawab 
would give up the attempt in despair, and retreat in the night,^ 
But Captain Clayton now considered it impossible to hold his 
battery any longer, and Mr. Holwell, his second in command, was 
sent to the Fort to ask for reinforcements or permission to retire. 
Knowing how fatal this step would be, the Adjutant, Captain Grant, 
persuaded Drake to promise reinforcements; but before Holwell 
and Grant could get back to that post Captain Clayton had 
abandoned it, leaving his guns behind him so carelessly spiked 
that the enemy were able to rebore and use them again the next 
day.^ It was now necessary to recall Captain Buchanan from the 
Reserve Battery, and Captain- Lieutenant Smith from the North 
Battery, and to retreat upon the inner Line of defence — namely, 
the great houses which surrounded the Fort. 

The same evening Ensign Piccard and his party at Perrin’s were 
brought back to the Fort by boat, and the ships fell down the 
river below the Fort. 

The position now was this: instead of having terrified the 
Nawab by the vigour of their resistance, the British had been 
beaten back in a few hours* fighting from a line which they had 
hoped to be able to defend for some days. The first thing then 
to be done was to secure the next line of defence — viz., the houses 
round the Fort, so Captain Clayton was ordered to occupy the 
Church, Lieutenant Bishop Mr. Byre’s house, Captain-Lieutenant 
Smith Mr. Cruttenden’s, and Lieutenant Blagg the Company’s 
house. Two experienced sea-captains were placed in charge of 
the guns of each bastion of the Fort.” The remaining lascars and 
coolies fled, and everyone who could pressed into the Fort. 

Having provided for their immediate defence, a Council was 
called between 7 and 8 p.m.* to consider the state of affairs. 
Messrs. Manningham and Frankland had even during the day 
advised that the women should be sent on board. Council 
now accepted their offer to see them embarked, and ordered a 
detachment of thirty men Jp accompany them. It wastiot intended 

‘ Vol II , pp 34, 154 

^ Thebe being heavy guns did the Bntish more damage ^han any of the othera 
(Vol II , p, 3a sde albo Vol 1 pp 82, 114, 149, 239) 

» Vol 1 , p. 151 4 jbtd,, pp. 84, 150 
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that these gentlemen should go on board themselves, but apparently 
owing to the confusion and the impossibility of getting the 
guard together, they found it necessary to do so. Even then the 
crowding was so great that many of the ladies, including Mrs. 
Drake, Mrs. Mapletoft, Mrs. Coles, and Mrs. Wedderburn, were 
left 4 :)ehind. Some of these ladies were sent by Mr. Holwell On 
board the Diligencct^ of which he was part owner, under the care 
of Lieutenant Lebeaume, who had been wounded in the fighting 
at the Jail ; others were embarked by Mr. Baillie on the morning 
of the igth.^ Messrs. Manningham and Frankland were on board 
the Dodalay (of which they were also part owners), and remained 
there under pretence of waiting for the promised guard of thirty 
men — m fact, they actually caused the Dodalay to be moved a 
little way down the river clear of the other vessels.^ Meanwhile 
on shore the Council broke up about 8.30 p.m., after ordering the 
Company’s treasure and books to be taken on board ; but the Sub- 
Treasurer and Company’s Banyan^who had the Treasury keys, were 
not to be found, and no one seemed to consider it his special duty 
to see to the matter,* so both the treasure and the books were left 
where they were. The French heard from native reports that Drake 
had embarked on the ships not only%the Company’s treasure, but 
the goods placed by the European and native inhabitants of 
Calcutta for safe custody in the Fort, and upon this rumour built 
up a romantic plot on the part of Drake, Manningham, and 
Frankland to ruin Calcutta simply with the object of enriching 
themselves. This they refer to melodramatically as the ‘ Mystery 
of Iniquity,’® though they could not understand why, if Drake and 
his fellow conspirators had determined to carry off the wealth of 
Calcutta, they made no preparations to have any ships manned and 
ready for their escape.® With Manningham and Frankland ther^ 

' Vol. I., p 24^. ^ Vol III , p. 297, * Vol I., p 167, and Vol II , p 44. 

^ Messrs. Manningham and Frankland, who were the Treasurers, were on board 
(Vol. II , p, 14Z) Whether any of the books were put on board is unknown. It is 
said some were, and that they were destroyed by Drake and his friends, who asserted 
they had been lost Some were found in the Fort after its recapture (Vol II., 
p. 340), but whether these were all the books that were not destroyed in the siege 
is uncertain. The Geperal Journals and a few other books are still m the office of 
the Comptroller-General of Indian Treasuries at Calcutta 

" Vol. I., pp 23, 38, 49, 179, ao8. « Ibid , p. 49 
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infbte on board a number of the militia officers— via., Messrs. 
Mapletoft, Holmes, Wedderburn, Douglas, and Sumner^who 
naturally took their orders from those two gentlemen. Captain 
Wedderburn and Mr. Holmes had been sent on board to ask them 
to return, but the only reply they could obtain was that they were 
waiting for the guard, with which message Captain Wedderburn * 
returned to the Fort. 

The defenders of the Fort were now wearied out. The desertion 
of their servants left them without anyone to attend upon them, 
and there were no cooks left to prepare provisions, so that, though 
there was plenty of food, the men at the outposts were left to 

* starve in the midbl of plenty.’* 

The file from the houses on the south was so fierce that 
Lieutenant Blagg had to withdraw from the Company’s house, 
and about ii p.m. the Moors were heard under the walls. It 
was supposed they were preparing bamboo ladders to storm the 
Port, but a few cannon shot put them to flight. 

Two alarms were given in the course of the night ; fortunately, 
they were false, for so tired out were the men that none of those 
^ off duty responded to the call to arms.* 

Between i and 2 o’clock m the morning of the 19th June 
Mr. Drake and a number of other gentlemen held an informal 
Council.® Captain Witherington reported that the supply of 
ammunition had run short.® Other officers declared that the 
men were no longer under control, many of the militia were drunk, 
and some had even drawn their bayonets on the officers who 
, called them to their duty. It was determined to abandon the 
Fort, but how or when to make the retreat could not be decided 
upon. Mr. Lindsay, who was lame,^ was permitted to go on 
board, and was asked to order Messrs. Manningham and Frankland 
to come ashore with the other gentlemen ; but as they saw no ad- 
vantage in coming ashore simply to go on board again, they stayed 
where they were.® Thj|||^ouncil was broken up suddenly by a 

' Vol II . p 28 * 

^ For Captain Wedderburn's subsequent career, see * Bengal Obituary,’ p 70. 

’ Vol. I p 83 4 p 152^ s 15 , p 133. 

* /btd , pp. 84, 153 7 pp a ^ p 246* 
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cannon-ball coming into the Consultation Room.^ It h^d bteUi 
held in no sort of privacy ; everyone knew there was to be a retreat^ 
and no one knew how it was to be carried out, for some wished it 
to be at once, and others the next evening. 

Mr. Holwell now begged Omichand, who had been all the time 
a prisoner, to go to the Nawab and ask for terms ; but, enraged at 
the treatment he had received, or else perfectly certain that the 
Nawab was implacable, he refused to give any assistance, and waa 
left to nurse his wrath in prison. 

It has been already said that Messrs. Manningham and Frank*^ 
land had ordered the Dodalay to drop down the river. This was 
because the cannon shot and fire-arrows passing o\er the Fort 
seemed likely to damage the ships, which \^ere already crowded 
with women and children. Manningham and Frankland had 
assured Mr. Holwell they would not move out of range of the 
Fort, but in spite of this promise, about 9 a.m., the Dodalay 
began to move from opposite Mr. Margas’ house towards Govind- 
pur or Surman’s Gardens. 

On shore every effort had been made to bring the men to their 
duty, but the Armenians and Portuguese were too terrified to be 
of any use, and it was only by the personal efforts of Drake, 
Holwell, and Baillie that even the Europeans could be persuaded 
to resume their arms. To the surprise of the British, the natives 
had not seized the Company’s house when Lieutenant Blagg had 
abandoned it, and now Ensign Piccard volunteered to reoccupy it 
with a small party of twenty-five men. About 9.30 a.m. he was 
brought back wounded. At the same time the enemy’s shot began 
to fly about the Fort, the ships in the river weighed anchor and 
dropped down, and the boats, on which there was no guard, left 
the bank, and put off into the river or towards the other side. At 
this moment Captain Witherington came and whispered to thi6 
Governor that all the powder, except that which had been issued, 
was damp and useless. He was overheard by some of the Portu- 
guese women, and a stampede ensued for the remaining boats, in 
which, it is said, some zoo women and children were drowned-* 

Shouts now arose that the enemy were forcing the bsnieri^ 
which ran from the Fort to the waterside, and the captm?e dt 
which would have cut off all retreat to the river. Diaake ordere 4 

^ Vol I , p aSa 9 , p, 50. and Vpl Hi., p ^ 
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th0 Factory gate leading to the water to be closed, and field-pieces to 
be brought up to defend the barriers ; but no one paid any attention 
to his orders, and he saw crowds of gentlemen going down to the 
boats, amongst them Commandant Minchin and Mr. Macket.^ 
Hitherto he had shown no want of courage,® however much he 
had been deficient in other qualities ; but now, worn out wuth want 
of sleeps and distracted by the confusion around him, he thought 
that everyone was escaping from the Fort, and that he would be left 
alone to face the anger of the Nawab, who, he knew, was particu- 
larly incensed against him personally. He ran down to one of the 
last boats remaining at the Ghat,^ and despite the remonstrances 
of the Adjutant, Captain Grant,* had himself rowed on board the 
Dodalay, being fired on from the shore until the last houses in the 
Settlement were passed.^ 

Captain Grant, who had accompanied Drake, immediately repre- 
sented the necessity of the ships returning to the Foit to rescue 
the garrison,’ but the Captain (Andrew Young) declared the 
attempt too dangerous and efforts to persuade other of the ships 
to put back were altogether unavailing, except in the case of tfie 
Hunter schooner. Its commander. Captain Nicholson, had to give 
up the attempt in despair as his lascars threatened to jump overboard 
as soon as his ship got up to the Dockhead.” Orme^® expresses an 
opinion that the result would have been very different if Drake or 
some other man of rank had offered to lead the way ; but as most 
of the ships belonged to private owners, who would not obey the 
Governor’s commands, it was thought useless to issue any general 

^ Mr Macket s wife was very ill, and this was his reason for going aboard 
(Vol. II . p 39). 

2 Vol III, p. 389 ’ Vol II., p 141 

* Holwell asserts that, even if there were no more boats at the Crane or Fort 
Ghat, there were numbers of them along the shore, and that these did not put off 
until they saw the Governor make his escape (Vol II , p 46). 

2 Mr. Pearkes declared ' Captain Minchin s going occasioned not the least concern 
to anyone, but it was with great difficulty we could persuade ourselves Captain Grant 
had left us ' (Vol. I , p 201) 

• Vol I., p 158. The French (Vol Wp- 50) and Mr. Tooke (Vol. I , p. 263) say 
he was fired on by his own men. 

» Vol I , pp 87, 94 

2 Vol II , p 45 On the 20th August Captain Young had the audacity to put 
in a claim for damages sustained by bis ship during the siege 

® Vol I., p 159, and Vol H , p. 157 Orme MSS , O V., 66, p 147. 
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order to the ships to move up to the Fort. Some of the gentle* 
men on board tried to get ashore, but even Mr. Macket’s offer 
of 1,000 rupees for a boat met with no response.^ Thus many 
gallant men,^ who had gone on board with full leave from their 
superiors, who had no intention of deserting their comrades, and 
who had stayed on board only under the impression that a 
general retreat was being made, were involved in the shameful 
action of their commanders. All that the latter did was to 
send up orders to the Pnnce George, which was still above the 
Fort, to drop down and take off the remainder of the garrison. 

The same evening the ships fell down below the Town to 
Govindpur,"* at the extremity of the British territory. 

At 3 p.m. Drake and his companions saw that the Prmce George 
had run aground* opposite Omichand’s house.® This was due to 
the pilot (Francis Morris), a Dutchman,® having lost his presence 
of mind. It appears that she might have been got off if Drake 
had only sent up a spare anchor ; but this he or Captain Young 
refused to do, on the pretext that they could not spare any,^ so 
she was left to her fate and burnt by the natives.® The Captain 
(Thomas Hague) and Messrs. Pearkes^and Lewis, who had been 
sent up from the Fort, escaped to the Dutch, who surrendered 
them to the Nawab’s officers.” They were soon after set free. 

As evening drew in, the Dockhead, the Company's house, and 
Mr. Cruttenden’s appeared m flames, and the fire and smoke hid 
the Fort from the sight of the fugitives. 

On the morning of the 20th, the smoke having cleared away, Sunday* 
the Fort was distinctly visible, and the enemy appeared to bej^*g^“*“* 
close under the walls. Signals were seen flying, but it was 
supposed that these were hung out by the natives to lure the 
ships back, and no notice was taken of them^” In the after- 
noon it was evident that the Fort had surrendered, and the 
ships fell down a little lower to Surman’s Garden,^^ where they 

* Vol. I , p 105 

^ Holwell mentions especially Messrs. Mapletoft, Wedderbum, Douglas, and 
Sumner (Vol I., p. 189 see also Vol 111 . p 389) 

* The site of the present Fort William. 

* Vol I., p 159 Holwell says she ran aground at ix a m (Vol II., p. 44) 

* Vol. I., p XX4 • Ihtd , p. 42. ' /ftwf , p. 29a 

* Ilnd», p. 23, note, • Ibtd , p 42 Vol II , p 43. 

^ Watts says to Jungaraul (Vol III , p 335). 
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trer6 joined by Messrs. Cooke and Lushington, and a few other 
ftjgitives, 

Here the following ships were collected : the* Dodalay, Fame, 
Lively, Diligence, Ann, Fortune, London, Neptune, Calcutta, Hunter, 
and four or Rve other small vessels. 

On the morning of the 21st, as no prospect appeared of 
anyone else being able to join them, and there being some danger 
of pursuit, an attempt was made to pass below Tanna Fort ; but 
the Neptune and the Calcutta ran aground, were captured by the 
natives, and plundered^ Apparently a number of the ladies fell 
into the hands of the Nawab’s soldiers, but were well treated and 
immediately released, probably on the payment of a ransom ® 

The evening of the same day they were joined by the ships 
Speedwell and Bombay,"^ which had forced the passage. Encour- 
aged by this reinforcement, and having a favourable wind, the 
fleet, which had returned to Surman's, again attempted to pass 
Tanna, and was this time successful. On the 24th they passed 
Budge Budge, and were joined bj the Suucsi> galley from 
Madras, but the same day the DiUgcncc went ashore, ancT was 
plundered.* 

It was now ascertained that the Nawab was fortifying Budge 
Budge, and had given orders to the country people not to supply 
the British with provisions, 

* of which we were very short, not having a week s sustenance m the fleet of 
either food, wood, 01 water, every vessel being crouded with men, women, and 
children, countiy bom Portugueze*^ 

This forced them to set ashore all those who 'had no connection 
with the Europeans/ They then proceeded to Fulta, where, after 
writing to the Dutch for assistance on the 25th,° they arrived on 
the 26th June, and were secretly provided by the Dutch, who had 

^ Mr Tooke says^ th^se ships could have been easily rescued (Vol 1 p 396) 
These two ships and* the Diligence were the richest in the fleet (Vol II , p 30) 

" Vol I , pp 52 183 ^ 

* Holwell says these ships jomffthe fleet before the fall of the Fort (Vol 11 , 
P 13) 

* The Captains and Officers of the Dtltgenee and ships wrecked at Tanna arrived at 
Chandemagore on the 2nd July (Vol I , p 53) 

* Vol I p 161 • Jbid p 25. 
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a small Settlement' there, with provisions, anchors, and otlMr 
necessary stores. 

Thus was successfully made, with comparatively little loss, a 
retreat which, from the circumstances jattending it, seemed certain 
to be disastrous, for on the fleet there was no order and no 
discipline. The half-caste women were so little sensible of their 
danger that it was with the utmost difficulty that they could be 
persuaded to go below decks when the ships were under fire whilst 
passing Tanna Fort,^ and a French account asserts that had the 
natives had a few gunners who knew their business not a ship 
would have escaped.^ Whilst passing down they met a French 
ship, Le Silhouet, and forced the commander to give them some 
provisions.'* So desperate was their condition that the French 
wrote to their captains to be on their guard lest the British 
should resort to violence in order to obtain supplies, and so 
possibly involve them in trouble with the Nawab* 

’ Vol III , p 406 
* I’ td ,p 52 


^ Vol I , p i8x 
* Ibid , p 38 



CHAPTER VI. 


THE BLACK HOLE. 

'Theie are some scenes m real life so full of misety and horror that the 
boldest imagination would not dare to feign them foi fear of shocking Credibdity.’ 
— HOLWtl L.' 

As soon as the desertion of Drake and Mmchm was known to 
the remnant of the inmates in the Fort, there followed an out- 
burst of rage and horror, which was only quieted by the necessities 
of their position. Without counting the Armenians and Por- 
tuguese, they found that they numbered 170 mcn‘ capable of 
defence.’ A council was hurriedly called. Drake and the other 
fugitive members of Council were suspended,’ and it was decided 
to supersede Mr. Pearkes, the senior member of Council present, 
and to call upon Mr. Holwell to take the command. The exact 
reasons for this choice are unknown.’ Mr. Holwell was the 
oldest of the members of Council, having entered the Company’s 
service at a later age than most, but he was not popular, and 
afterwards attempts were made to prove that he himself had 
contemplated flight, and was only prevented by others having run 
off with his boat.’ On the other hand, his position as Zanandor or 
Magistrate of Calcutta must have brought him into contact with 
all classes of the community, and so, whether he was popular or 
not, must have acquainted people with his capacity for command. 
Mr. Pearkes offered to give place to him in militaiy matters, but 
wished to keep the post||f Civil Governor. Mr. Hblwell refused 

‘ Vol HI., p. 134 

^ ' More than 200 men ’ (Law, Vol III , p. 169). This is more likely the correct 
figure 

Vol. II., p. 29, * Vol I,, p, Kg» and Vol III , p. 341. ® Vol HL J41, 341. 

** Vol. I., p. 168 Por h» reply, see V9I 11 ., p 47 

Imvi 
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a divided responsibility, and Mr. Pearkes gjave in, so Mr. Hol- 
well was appointed Governor and Administrator of the Company’s 
affairs during the troubles.^ Captain Lewis was at the same time 
appointed Master Attendant in plade of Captain Graham, who was 
absent from Calcutta. It was determined to carry out the retreat 
— previously agreed on in the Council of the i8th— by means of 
the Prince George^ and one of the Moor ships which had been 
taken at the beginning of the siege.^ To effect this it was necessary 
to send messengers to Captain Hague. Messrs. Pearkes and Lewis 
volunteered, and what happened to them has been already narrated. 

The small number of men remaining on shore made it not 
only impossible to hold the sui rounding houses, but very un- 
likely that the defenders would be able to hold the Fort itself. 
Mr. Holwell therefor^ recalled the parties in the Church and the 
houses belonging to Messrs. Cruttenden and Lyre, and with the 
other gentlemen went round the walls, declaring his * abhorrence ’ 
of Drake’s cowardly action, and swearing to defend the place to the 
last, whilst to encourage the men he promised that three chests 
of treasure which w-ere in the Fort should be distributed amongst 
them if they would hold out until a retreat could be effected. 
Signals were at the same time hoisted to induce the fleet to return.* 

Thus encouraged, the garrison stood gallantly to their defence, 
but though the enemy’s big guns were perhaps purposely too 
badly served by the French and Portuguese gunners to produce 
any great effect,® the musketry from the houses was so deadly that 
many men were killed, and it was almost impossible to stand upon 
the ramparts. Nothing was known of the Pnnee George being 
aground, but everyone was convinced that after their panic was 
over the men on board would britig up the fleet again. In this 
vain hope they passed a terrible night, the darkness of which was 
lit up by the flames of the houses burning all round them. The 
soldiers now refused obedience to their officers, broke open the 
rooms of the gendemen and officers who had deserted the Fort, 
and made themselves drunk with the liquor they found there and 

' voi. n , p. 38 

^ Holwell always calls this ship the Seunt Gtorg$, but the Log of the Prince Georgi 
shows that she was the ship present. 

* Vol I , p 1S3. 4 Vol. Ill , p* 298. • Vol. I , p i?4, a<id Vol HI,, p, 73. 
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iA the warehouses. In the night a corporal and fifty-six soldiers, 
nAiefiy Dutch, deserted to the enemy 
With break of day on the 20th June— the most fatal Sunday 
ever known in Calcutta— the enemy assailed the Fort on every side, 
but in spite of their immense superiority in numbers and the demora- 
lisation of the British, they were repulsed' with loss. On the other 
hand the defenders had lost heavily, forty men being killed and 
wounded on a single bastion.*^ The ammunition was almost entirely 
expended, and Captain Witherington and Mr. Baillie urged upon 
Holwell the necessity of asking for a truce This he refused to do 
until the enemy had been convinced of the ability of the garrison 
to repulse them, as that would give a much better prospect of 
success;’^ so the fighting went on till noon, when there was a 
general cessation.^ The British had now lost 25 men killed and 
70 wounded, and all but 14 of the artillery were killed.^ 

It seems that when Drake left the Fort the fact that Omichand 
was imprisoned was generally forgotten ; but on Sunday morning 
Holwell recalled the matter to mind, and persuaded him.^0 write 
a letter to Raja MSnik Chand, one of the Nawab’s favourites, 
asking his intercession. This was despatched, and about 2 o'clock 
Holwell was notified that a man had appeared in the street opposite 
the Fort gate making signs to the defenders to stop firing. Holwell 
accordingly hailed him from the ramparts, and was told that if 
fighting ceased an accommodation might be come to. • Thinking 
this was the result of Omichand’s letter, and hoping to amuse the 
enemy till nightfall, when a retreat might be effected, either on the 
Prince George or by land, to the ships, Holwell hoisted a flag of 
truce and told the men to rest and refresh themselves ; but about 
4 o'clock, when they had laid down their arms, word was brought 
to him that the Moors were crowding close up to the walls, and at 
the same moment that the little gate leading from the Fort to the 
river had been burst open by a Dutch sergeant named Hedleburgh^ 

' Vol 1 , pp, 42, X02, XOS, ^ P* P* 

* This cessation of fighting Atest and refreshment at imd-day seems to have 
been usual in Indian armies— e g , the ' Seir Mutaqhenn * (vol. 11 , p. 353) tells us that 
Captain Knox took advantage of it to surprise the camp of K&mg&r KhAn. The 
natives thought that the British habit of effecting surprises of this kind and of 
making night attacks was contrary to the etiquefte of war 
’ Vol. 1 , p 114. and Vol II., p. 29. * Vol 1 , p 185 
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and delivered to the enemy, pouibly in eohiaioa with the 
soldiers who had deserted the night before.^ ImQiediatel^ itAMt*, 
the natives scaled the walls on all sides by means of hunhiDOt* 
which they used as ladders, 

* with precipitation scarce credible to Europeans,’^ 

and cut to pieces all who resisted, especially all those who wore twd 
coats, ^ amongst them Lieutenant Blagg, who refused to down hdyl 

sword. Mr. Holwell and the other gentlemen, who expected no 
mercy from the Nawab, now prepared to die fighting, but a native 
officer approaching and offering them quarter, they surrendered 
their arms. Mr. Holwell was taken to a part of the ramparts born 
‘which he could see the Nawab, to whom he made his salaam. 
This was courteously returned. Immediately all fighting ceased, 
and the common people, who had run out of the Fort and were 
trying to escape by the river, in which effort many were drowned, 
were induced to deliver themselves up. The Nawab was carried 
round to the riverside in his litter with his younger brother, and 
then entered the Fort^ He had that evening three interviews 
with Mr. Holwell. To the first Mr. Holwell had been brought 
with his hands bound. The Nawab released him from his bonds, 
and promised him on the word of a soldier that no harm should 
befall him.^ On the other hand, he expressed great anger at 
the presiynption of the British in resisting him, and much 
displeasure against Mr. Drake,^ ordering the Government or 
Factory House, which he supposed to belong to him, to be burnt 
down. He admired the European houses, and said the British 
were fools to force him to destroy so fine a town. After a time he 
left the Fort, and took up his abode in Mr. Wedderburn’s house.^ 
The Portuguese and Armenians were allowed to go free and dis- 
appeared,^ and several of the Europeans simply walked out of the 
Fort, making their escape to Hugh or the ships at Surman's.^ 
About this time a certain Leech, the Company’s carpenter, came 
to inform Mr. Holwell that he could carry him out of the Fort 
by a secret passage, and that he had a boat ready in which they 

* Vol III , pp. 155, ■300 * Vol I., p 160. • Ibid , p 88 

* Vol. II., p. 51 » Vol I., pp 60. 98. 

Ibid , p 51 y Vol II., p. 18a, and Vol III , p 301. 

« Vol I..P 4i. 
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might escape* Mr. HolweU, however, refused to leave the odber 
gentlemen, and Leech gallantly resolved to stay with him and share 
his fortunes. So far everything seemed to be going well. The 
native soldiers had plundered the Europeans of their valuables, 
but did not ill-treat them, and the Muhammadan priests were 
occupied in singing a song of thanksgiving.^ Suddenly the scene 
changed. Some European soldiers^ had made themselves drunk 
and assaulted the natives. The latter complained to the Nawab, 
who asked where the Europeans were accustomed tO confine 
soldiers who had misbehaved in any way. He was told in the 
Black Hole, and, as some of his officers suggested it would be 
dangerous to leave so many prisoners at large during the night, 
ordered that they should all be confined in it. The native 
officers, who were enraged at the great losses inflicted on them 
by the defenders, for it is said 7,000 perished in the siege, ^ applied 
this order to all the prisoners without distinction, and to the 
number of 146 they were crowded into a little chamber intended 
to hold only one or two private soldiers, and only about t8 feet 
square,^ and this upon one of the hottest nights of the year. The 
dreadful suffering that followed, the madness which drove the 
prisoners to trample each other down and to fight for the water 
which only added to their torture, the insults they poured upon 
their jailors in order to induce them to fire on them and so end 
their misery,® and the brutal delight of the native soldiers at a sight 
which they looked upon as a tamdi^JuJ, are all told in Mr. Holwell’s 
narrative,® than which nothing more pathetic is to be found in the 
annals of the British in India. From 7 o’clock in the evening to 
ai8t June, 6 o’clock in the morning this agony lasted, for even the native 
officers who pitied them dared not disturb the Nawab before he 
awoke from his slumbers, 

^ VoJ 111 , p 301 

^ Vol I , p 160 Some accounts say it was the Dutch who deserted on the night 
of the 19th (Vol III p 155) 

** Vol I , pp 115, 171 18G dWr accounts say 12,000 to 15,000 (Vol III., p. 79), 
The Trench and Dutch reported 2 ,qoo wounded in the hospital at Hugh. 

* Dr C. R Wil§on has ascertained that the exact dimensions were 18 feet by 
feet 10 inches (Indian Church Rmeiv) 

* Vol 111 ., p. 170 

^ Ibid , pp. 133 15a. 
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when only twenty-three of one hundred and forty-six who went in came Out 
alive, the ghastlyest forms that were ever seen alive, from this infernal scene 
of horror.** 

The survivors included the one woman who is known to have 
gone into the Black Hole with her husband. 

The Nawab had sent for Mr. Holwell to know what bad 
become of the money which his officers told him must hava 
been hidden in the Fort, for his men had found in the Treasury 
of the richest of the European Settlements only the miserable 
amount of 50,000 rupees, or about ^6,250. Holwell vainly 
protested his ignorance, aii|l reproached the Nawab with his 
breach of faith. The Nawab would listen to nothing, and 
Holwell and three others of the survivors — viz., Messrs. Court 
and Burdet and Ensign Walcot— were handed over to Mir 
Madan as prisoners.^ All of them had offended Omichand, and 
he was now in high favour with the Nawab, as was also Krishna 
Das, both of whom he had released, and who had received from 
him dresses of honour. It was supposed that to gratify their 
revenge these two men invented the tale of the hidden treasure. 

Mir Madan took his prisoners in a common bullock-cart toaandjuns, 
Omichand’s garden. On the 22nd they were marched in 
hot sun to the Dockhead, and lodged in an open verandah 
facing the river. Here their bodies burst out into terrible boils, 
caused, as they supposed, by the excessive perspiration during their 
confinement in the Black Hole. On the 24th— apparently with- 24**1 June 
out the Nawab’s orders— they were embarked on a boat and sent 
to Murshidabad, enduring hardships on the way which make it 
wonderful that in their weak state they were able to survive at 
all. * From everyone but their guards — from the French, Dutch, 
and Armenians, and even from poor natives who had served the 
British in happier days— they met with acts of pity and kindness, 

* Orme MSS.. O.V,, 66, p 145. Holwell afterwards erected a monument to his 
fellow-sufferers, on or near the spot where their bodies were buried, just outside of 
the east gate of the Fort. This was probably some time in 1758*17591 when he was 
Governor of Bengal. The monument, which was of bnck, fell into disrepair, and 
was further damaged by lightning, and finally, in 1821, the then Governor-General, 
the Marquis of Hastings, ordered it to be pulled down. Lord Curzon has recently 
replaced it by a marble replica. 

® Vol, II., p. 52, and Vol. Ill , pp. 145, 303 
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OHi the 7th July they arrived at Murshidabad,^ where they were 
^ain imprisoned. The Nawab arrived on the nth July, but he 
did not see them until the i6th. 

* The wretched spectacle we made must, 1 think, have made an impression 
on a breast the most brutal, and if he is capable of pity or contntion his heart 
fslt It then I think it appeared, in spight of him, m his countenance He gave 
me no reply, but ordered a sootapurdar and chubdar immediately to see our 
irons cut off, and to conduct us wherever we chose to go, and to take care we 

^h July, received no trouble nor insult , and having repeated this oi der distinctly, directed 
lyjfi his retinue to go on 

It appears that the Nawab's grandmother, the widow of Allvirdl, 
and probably also his mother, Amina Begam,** had interceded for the 
prisoners. On the other hand, there were not wanting persons to 
advise that so bold a man as Holwell should not be allowed to go 
free, and that he should be sent down to Calcutta, where the native 
Governor, Mamk Chand, would know how to make him give up 
the secret of the hidden treasure, or at any rate to exact a ransom 
from him. Siraj-uddaula replied with unexpected generosity 

* It may be If he has anything left, let him keep it His sufferings have 
been great He shall have his liberty 

The released prisoners repaired joyfully to the Dutch Mint,® 
where they were kindly treated. Towards the end of the month 
they made their way down to Hugh, and a little later rejoined the 
xath xjth rest of the British at Fulta on the 12th or 13th August. Here 
August 1756 ■\Yalcot, who had been wounded during the siege, died of 

the hardships he had subsequently undergone.^' 

We must now return to the Fort. Besides Holwell and his 
three companions, the following persons survived the Black Hole ; 
Messrs. Cooke, Lushmgton, Captains Mills and Dickson , fourteen 
seamen and soldiers, viz., Patrick Moran, John and Thomas 

^ Mr Sykes says they passed Cossimbazar on the 8th July (Vol I , p 61) 

* Vol III p 152 

' The interest of these ladiesW the English merchants may have been partly due 
to the fact that they also were accustom^ to speculate in commerce Mr Forth 
mentions (Vol 11 p 63) how very angry Amina Begam was with Omicband for 
getting the better of them in the sale of some opium and saltpetre at Calcutta 

^ Vol III p 152 • Vol I p 1 15, and Vol III , p 152 

* On the i2tb September^ 1756 (Vol III , p ai) 
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Meadows, John Angel, John Burgaft, John Arndt, John JoMt,. 

Philip Cosall, Peter Thomas, John Gatliff, John Boirs, Barcri#|l 
Clellmg, Richard Aillery,^ and John Roop,^ and one woman^ 

Mrs. Carey. Mr. Drake^ says there were twenty-five survivori« 

He probably includes Captain Purnell and Lieutenant Talbot* 
who died after being let out.^ Mr. Scrafton says*^ that many 
others showed signs of life, and might have been revived with a 
little care and attention. One of these, according to a French 
account, was Mr. Eyre, a member of Council.** 

The same day, the 21 st, the Nawab ordered all Europeans t 0 3i*t Jane, 
quit the Town under penalty of losing their nose and ears, and 
renamed the place Alinagar — that is, city of Ali.^ He also gave, 
orders to build a mosque in the Fort. This was done, and a part 
of the east curtain pulled down to make room for it. 

Those of the survivors who were able to walk now left the Town. 

Messrs. Cooke and Lushington joined the ships at burman’s 
Garden.** 

‘ Their appearance, and the dreadful tale they had to tell, were the severest 
of leproaches to those on board, who, intent only on their own preservation, 
had made no effort to facilitate the escape of the lest of the ganison 

Captains Mills^** and Dickson, Mr. Patrick Moran, and a fourth 
man whose name is lost, reached Surman’s after the ships had 
started. There one of the Nawab’s officers advised them to return 
for fear of insult and possible ill-treatment, so they came back to 
Govmdpur, where they were secretly fed by natives who had lived 
under the British flag in Calcutta. The Nawab now permitting 
the inhabitants to return to Calcutta, they joined Messrs. John 
Knox^^ and George Gray, and took up their abode in the house 
of the former, where they were assisted by Omichand ; but on 

^ Vol I p 44 J East Indian Chronologist * Vol 1 p i6x 

* I think that probably Ensign Carstairs also went through the ordeal of the 
Black Hole (Vol I , p 189, and Vol. II , p 27) 

® 'Reflections p xoo • Vol I p 30 

^ Ibtd , p 264 Probably after his grandfather, Alivirdl Kh&o 

* Vol I , pp 43 x68 • Orme MSS ,0 V. 66 p 147. Vol I p. 194, 

Dr. John Knox, senior, was one of the Company s surgeons John Knox, junior, 

bad also been trained as a surgeon {Ives* Journal p 189) . but made his living as a sfuper^ 
cargo. 1 mention this because Captain Mills notes (Vol 1 , pp 40 45} are so rough 
that one might suspect the accuracy of such details as 'two Doctors Noxes*, yet, 
wherever I have been able to find further information, be proves to be glways correct 
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the 30th June a drunken soldier killed a Muhammadan, and the 
Europeans were again expelled on the following day.^ They then 
retreated to the French Gardens and so to Hugh and Chander- 
nagore, whence they were enabled to get down to Fulta on the 
' loth August. At Chandernagorc there were no less than no sick 
and wounded British soldiers in the French hospital.® Many of 
these were really French or Dutch, and some of them, it appears, 
enlisted either now or later on under the French flag.** 

It is difficult to estimate the actual loss of the British. In the 
Black Hole 123 perished, of whom we can trace the names of 
only 56 ]* between 50 and 100 must have perished in the fighting 
or died of their sufferings during the siege or at Fulta,® and, if 
general rumour can be trusted, many whites and half-castes were 
drowned in the effort to escape.^* 

1 have mentioned that before the siege Council sent word to the 
up-country Factories to take precautions. Messrs. Amyatt and 
Boddam, the Chiefs of Luckipur (or Jagdea) and Balasore, 
managed to escape with much of the Company’s propertyrbut at 
Dacca there was no possibility of doing so The Chief, Mr. Becher, 
was forced to surrender his Factory to the Naib or Deputy Nawab, 

^ Vol 1 , pp 45, 194 - Ihid , p loO ‘ Vol III., p 226 

* These were the Rev. Gervas Bellamy Messrs Jenks, Reveley, Law, Coles or 
Cotes, Valicourt, Jebb, Tornano, Edward and Stephen Page, Grub, Street, Harrod, 
Patrick Johnstone, Ballard, Nathan Drake, Carse hnapton, Gosling, B>ng, Dodd, 
Dalrymple Captains Clayton, Buchanan, Witherington Lieutenants Hays, Simson, 
Bellamy Ensigns Scot, Hastings, Wedderburn and Messrs Dumbleton, Abraham, 
Cartwright, Bleau, Hunt, Osborne, Leach, Porter, Henry and William Stopford, 
.Itobert Carey, Caulker, Bendall, Atkinson, Jennings, Meadows, Reid or Read, 
Barnett, Frere, Wilson, Burton, Tilley, Lyon, Alsop, Hillier Lord Curzon adds 
to this list the name of Eleanor Weston, and a few of the names of those I have 
given as being killed during the fighting 

® The only names I can trace are Messrs, Thomas Bellamy, Thoresby, Charles 
Smith, Wilkinson Captain • Lieutenant Smith, Messrs. Collins, Tidecombe, 
Pickering, Whitby, Baillie , Lieutenants Bishop and Blagg Ensign Piccard , 
Messrs Peter Carey, Stevenson, Guy, Parker, Eyre, Purnell Lieutenant Talbot , the 
Rev. Mr Mapletoft Messrs Htfj^man, Vasmer, Lindsay . Drs Inglis and Wilson , 
Lieutenant Keene Ensign Wal^ Messrs Daniel and James Maepherson, Derrick- 
son, Margas, Graham, Best, Baldwin, Surman, Bruce, Coverley, Osborne, Montrong, 
Coquelin, Janniko, Johnson, Laing, Nicholson, Maria Cornelius, Mrs Cruttenden^ 
Mrs Gooding, Mrs Bellamy, and Charlotte Becher 
" M Renault (Vol 1., p. 208) probably underestimates the loss when he puts it at 
only 200 He adds that 3,000 refugees->|.« , half-castes, Armenians, and Portuguese 
—came to Chandernagore. 
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Dasarath Khfin, but was allowed to take shelter with his sub* 
ordinates and the English ladies in the French Factory, where 
he was very kindly received by the Chief, M. Courtin. The 
influence of M. Courtin, supported by that of M. Law at Murshi- 
dabad, obtained their ultimate release, though M. Law says : 

‘ Siraj’uddaula, being informed that there were two or three very charming 
English ladies there, was strongly tempted to adorn his harem with them/^ 

This is probably a libel. It was not the custom of the 
Muhammadans to ill-trcat ladies, and SirSlj-uddaula had bad ib 
his grandfather a good example of chivalry to the women-folk of 
his enemies,® and as a matter of fact the whole of the party escaped 
safely to Fulta, where they arrived on the 26th August in a sloop 
lent them by M. Courtin.® M. Renault tells us that Dasarath 
Khan found in the Dacca Factory mcrchandist and silver worth 
1,400,000 rupees,* which will give the rtadei some idea of the 
value of the British up-country trade. 

The only Factory in Bengal that remained in the possession of 
the British was the little out-station of Bulramgurry at the mouth 
of the Balasore River, which, 

‘ by Us situation, having escaped the Government s notice, and by the prudent 
conduct of Mr. John Bristow (left resident at Ballasore by Mr Boddam), is 
still retained 

We shall hear of this little place again. 

The loss of Its Factories in Bengal was a very serious one, and 
the damage done to the Company was calculated as being at 
least 95 lakhs of rupees, exclusive of the interruption of trade.^ 
Clive wrote home that the losses of private persons exceeded 
£2,000,000,® and the Nawab’s revenues were diminished by the 
ruin of trade throughout the province, for everyone was now 
afraid to have any dealings with the Europeans. And after having 
effected all this damage, the Nawab had found in the Fort the 
trifling sum of some 50,000 rupees. 

Before leaving the subject a few words may be added in reference 
to the behaviour of the Europeans generally. As regards the servants 
of the Company in civil employ, no less than twenty-five out ef 

' Vol. Ill I p zyz ^ *Seir Mutaqherin, vol 1 , p 340, and vol 11., p. 38 

■* Vol 111,, p 20, * Vol, I , p 208. ® A surgeon 

® Vol II,, p 14 ^ Vol I , p 293. ® Vol II , p 2x0 
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tHb flfty*three present in Calcutta perished in the fighting pr fn the 
Black Hole ; five survived the Black Hole and many ottei# Were 
wounded ; of the two clergymen, one died in the Black Hole ; of 
the military, all the officers, except the Commandant and Captain 
Grant, did their duty to the end of the siege, and, with the excep* 
tion of Ensigns Walcot and Carstairs, perished in the fighting *or 
the Black Hole. In the medical profession we find the Company’s 
surgeons, Dien Inglis and Fullerton, and the private practitioners, 
Drs. Gray, Taylor, and John Knox, senior. All of them stayed in 
Calcutta up to the fall of the Fort, except, perhaps. Dr. Fullerton, 
a man of known courage, who, if he was on board Drake’s fleet, 
must have been there in his professional capacity. In the sea-faring 
profession there were a number of Europeans who served ashore 
until ordered on board their ships. Many of these were killed or 
wounded, and it is difficult to believe that their failure to relieve the 
remnant of the garrison was due to any cause but the unwillingness 
of the shipowners to risk their overcrowded and undermanned 
vessels or the difficulty of moving them up in the two tides which 
intervened between Drake’s desertion and the capture of the Fort. 

Ever since the storj of the Black Hole became generally known 
there have been vague rumours that several of the sufferers were 
women, but we know for certain of only one, a Mrs. Carey, the 
wife of a seafaring man, who himself died m the Black Hole. 
Later on^ she said that her mother and young sister were with 
her, and that they died either there or earlier in the siege. The 
only accounts which mention women as entering the Black Hole 
state that there was one woman only,'^ yet the Calcutta Gazette 
for the 19th October, 1815, mentions the death of a Mrs. Knox, 
who is said to have been the last survivor of the 

* horrid scene of the lUack Hole in 1756 She was at that time fouiteen years 
of age, and the w ite of a Doctoi Knox * 

Probably the reference to the Black Hole is an amplification, 
for in the careless talk|^f Calcutta the Black Hole and Fort 
William seem to have been often confounded. 

1 Busteed s ' OJd Calcutta/ third edition, 1897, pp. 35-37. 

^ Vol III , pp. 170, 302, and Orme MSS., O V 66, p 146 ‘The only one of 
her sex amongst the suflereis 

* This entry was pointed out to me by L.ieatenant-Colonel D. G Crawford, I.M.S. 
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As to the sufferings the women in othettv^ys we have 
fragments of information. In the Mayor’s Court Pmlbeedingf 
of the 3rd May, 17571 it is stated that one Maria Cornelius was 
killed during the siege.^ Hickey’s Bengal Gazette^ March 3rd to toth, 
1781, records the funeral of a Mrs. Bower, who hid herself in one 
of the warehouses on the capture of the Fort, and then made her 
escape on board of a small vessel lying in the river. In thecburoh 
at Bandel there is to be found the tombstone of one EUaabeth de 
Sylva, who was buried on the 21st November, 1756, having ‘died 
of sufferings caused by the war waged by the Moors against the 
British.’ On page 6 of Buckle’s ‘ Memoir of the Services of the 
Bengal Artillery ’ there is given an inscription found written ig 
charcoal on the wall of a small mosque near Chunar saying that one 
Ann Wood, wife of Lieutenant John Wood, had been kept there as 
a prisoner by Mir Jafar, and that she had been 

‘ taken out of the house at Calcutta, where so many unhappy gentlemen suffered:.* 

Possibly this refers to the Black Hole, but more likely to Fort 
William This is all that is known positively about the sufferings 
of the women during the siege, but there can be little doubt that 
many of the lower classes were killed or drowned or died of the 
hardships they were exposed to,^ and that others were carried 
away by the native soldiers.® A French account says that 100 
white women and as many white children were carried up country.^ 
It IS hardly necessary to point out that there were not so many 
white women or white children in Calcutta, and the lists of the 
refugees at Fulta show that almost all the white ladies and children 
were on board the ships that escaped.*^ We have already noticed 
the kindness of Mir Jafar’s officer, Omar Beg, to the British at the 
attack on Cossimbazar, and Ghulam Husain tells us® that this 
officer restored to their husbands a number of English ladies who 
had fallen into his hands. How they came into his hands is 
not known, but it was probably at the time when the Neptun^^ 
Calcutta^ and Diligence were wrecked. 

^ Vol. in., p. 407 ^ Vol. I , p 50. and Vol. Ill . p. 86. 

* Vol, I , p i8l * Ibid,, p. 243. 

• Vol. in , p, 76. In Buckle’s ‘ Memoirs of the Bengal Artillery, p. 6, note, there 

IS a reference to a young boy who was earned up country and made a eunuch by his 
captors. 4 * Seir Mutaqhenn,' vol. ii , p 29a 
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HOW THE NEWS WAS SENT HOME. 

* All London is m consternation — Com mr d Avignon ' 

As soon as the fleet arrived at Fultai Drake and the C ouncil took 
measures to inform the Madras authorities of the disaster which 
had befallen them, but advised that the news should not be sent 
home until the Council of Fort St. George could also announce 
at the same time that they had taken steps for the recovery of 
Calcutta. No formal official account was ever sent This was 
promised in Councirs lettei of the 17th September, 1756,^ but 
owing to the impossibility of composing a narrative which all the 
members of Council would consent to sign, the latter stated in 
their letter of the 31st January, 1757,'^ that thej left the Directors 
to draw their own conclusions from the several private and official 
letters already transmitted. 

News of the capture of Fort William arrived at Madras on the 
i6th August, 1756,^ but did not reach London until the 2nd June, 
1757, on which day the London Chiontcle^ published a short para- 
graph from Pans dated the 27th May giving the first intimation 
of the disaster. On the 4th June this was confirmed by letters 
brought by the Poftfield, Edgccote, and Chestet fields which arrived 
on the coast of Ireland on the 28th and 29th May.^ 

How was it the news came first to Pans^ It was known there as 
eailj as the 21st May, for the Courmr d Avtgnon of the 27th May 
gives it as Pans news of the 2zst, though the GazettcB^ de France do 
not mention it until the i A June, when they publish it as news from 

1 Voi III , p 120 i voi I , p 214 * Voi n., p 186 

< Vol I , p 204. 

* The Scotch papers have the same news as the English, generally abqnt a week 
later (see Appendix 11 ) 

< Vol Ill.p 26 
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London of the 7th June. As a matter of fact, it had come ovet* 
land from the Persian Gulf owing to the entei prise of a French 
Agent. It had been sent from Madras to Bombay, and thence 
despatched at the end of October in duplicate by the Bdgecote 
direct to England,^ and by the Phoemx to Bussora,^ to be transmitted 
thence overland. A letter from Gombroon of the 28th November, 
1756, says the Plicemx arrived there the preceding day, and a letter 
from Bussora dated 27th January, 1757, says she was wrecked 
near Bushire. The Gazette d'UUecht of the 2nd June tells us tlm 
remainder of the story."* The pilot or supercargo of the Pheemx 
was indiscreet, and by the 26th January the news was known in 
the town. The French Agent thought the report was confirmed 
by the appearance and conduct of the British Agent, who appeared 
very much distressed, and who was at the same time engaged in 
buying up all the Indian goods he could find in the market. He 
accordingly sent word viA Constantinople to Pans. 

As far as can be gathered from the Court Minutes the Directors 
did their best to minimi/e the panic which struck London on the 
arrival of the news, and in doing this they were much assisted by 
the accompanying information that; the Madras authorities were 
despatching a force for the recovery of Calcutta, and by the arrival 
on the 22nd July* of the despatches by the Syren announcing the 
recovery of Fort William. She had sailed from Calcutta on the 
2nd February,® and arrived at Plymouth on the 19th July.® 

The advices which arrived by the India ships contained no 
authentic details of the loss of life, but this defect was partly 
supplied in private letters. These were published, but without the 
writers’ names. 

As regards the loss of property, the Directors congratulated 
themselves that the disaster could not have happened at a time less 
harmful for the Company, for it took place after the despatch of 
the Denham in March, which ship had cleared the warehouses of all 
the fine goods, and before any others could be brought in from the 
aurungt. Also no ships had landed any treasure or cargo there 
since the sailing of the Denham. 

^ Amved at Limerick on the 38th May (Court Minutes, 10 June, 1757) 

^ Abstracts of Bombay Letters, 30th October, 1756 (India Office) 

» V9I III , p 117 * Vol. XL, p 455 • Vol. Ill , p. a^. • Ibti,, p. $3 
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^ 0 n the 27tb July the Court passe 4 an order dismissing Captain 
Itliilchin and summoning him home immediately,^ but refrained 
from coming to any decision about Mr. Drake, except in so far 
as they omitted his name from the new Council which they 
nominated. Curiously enough, Colonel Clive’s name was also 
omitted from this list in the Court’s General Letter which was 
despatched on the nth November, 1737, and arrived in Calcutta 
late in 1758. On the 27th January, 1758, the Court resolved — 

'That Roger Drake, Esq, late President of Bengal, be continued m the 
Company's service, and remain as and at the head of the Senior Merchants 
and with their appointments, without interfering m the Company’s affairs ’ 

This seems to be all that was done by the Court in the way of 
punishment for the loss of the hnest Settlement they possessed in 
the Indies. It is true that at the end of the year 1759 Dr. Hugh 
Baillie attempted to induce the Court to open an inquiry into 
Mr. Drake’s behaviour, but as he was not in a position to produce 
any positive evidence of the Governor s misconduct, the Com- 
mittee of Correspondence informed Mr Drake 

* that they did not think fit to proceed further in the said matter ' 

Such indifference appears somewhat strange, but it must be re- 
membered that the East India Company was a trading company, 
and the Directors possibl} thought it a waste of time to enter 
into an inquiry which would have necessitated the bringing of 
witnesses many thousands of miles, and their detention in 
England for probably many months Further, the contradictory 
evidence already given by the chief officials in their private 
and official letters rendered it extremely doubtful whether any 
dehnite conclusion could be come to-- tc , any conclusion which 
would warrant the punishment of any particular person ,2 and, 
lastly, though there had been a great loss of property, the treaty 
with Mir Jafar soon furnished not only the Company, but private 

^ Captain Minchin did not ret||n to England He died in Calcutta on the 
5th Januar> 175& 

There was even danger of a Court of Inquiry laying the whole blame upon the 
policy of the Court of Directors for we find Clive writing I shall only add that 
there never was that attention paid to the adv ice of military men at Calcutta as was 
consistent with the safety of the place when in danger— a total ignorance of which 
was the real cause of the loss of Fort Wilkaip (Vol II , p 245) 
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individuals with ample compensation. It was true that many 
Europeans had been killed, and that London especially had lost 
a number of very promising young men 

' belonging to the best families in London/^ 

but such losses were frequent amongst traders in foreign parts— 
e.g.f the loss of life was even more severe when the Doddtngton was 
wrecked.^ The circumstances were doubtless particularly painful, 
but the Nawab, whom everyone held responsible for the Black Hole 
tragedy, was dead, and the newspapers published not infrequently 
accounts of sufferings almost as terrible endured by sailors in time 
of war^ In short, it was one of those unfortunate incidents which 
good business men would think best forgotten. Accordingly, the 
Court of Directors limited its action to the recall of Drake and 
Minchin, the promotion of a few of its servants, the recommenda- 
tion of certain pilots and merchants to the Councirs attention, 
m case anything should turn up in their line, and to the making 
of some not over-generous grants of money to the wives of men 
who had fallen in the Company s service * 

After his retirement Drake married a Miss Henrietta Baker, 
daughter of the Rev John Baker,* D.D and died on the 
4th August, 1766*® 

^ Vol III p 170 I have not been able to trace the antecedents of all the 
C ompany s servants in Bengal at this time but of those concerning whom informa 
tion IS available no less than fourteen were born in the County of Middlesex 
Jbtd p 75 * Ibid p 93 

Thus Mary, wife of Lieutenant Blagg was granted £70 ‘to enable her to get 
into some way of business for the support of herself and child without making any 
further applications for relief to the Company 
^ Burke s Commoners * * Gentleman s Magazine 1766 p 390 
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CHAPTER VIII. 


THE DEFEAT AND DEATH OF SHAUKAT JANG. 

* Two young men, equally proud, equally incapable, equally crueL^ — Ghulam 
Husain Khan.' 

We left Siraj-uddaula master of Calcutta and Fort William. He 
had destroyed Government House to punish Mr. Drake, to whom 
it did not belong; he had ordered the erection of a mosque, 
and had renamed the town Alinagar. To the great disgust of 
his officers, he appointed as Governor one of his favourites named 
Manik Chand, a Hindu who had been Dlwdn of the Raja of 
Burdwan, and who now held the farm of many of the estates upon 
the Ganges. In the * Seir Mutaqherin * he is described as^ 

man presumptuous, arrogant, destitute of capacity, and wholly without 
courage.’* 

As regards the last - mentioned charge, he had shown extra- 
ordinary cowardice in Orissa,® and his appointment was therefore 
considered an insult to Siraj-uddaula’s other generals ; but it has 
been already pointed out that the policy of the Bengal Nawabs was 
to place their own creatures, and especially Hindus, in all positions 
where a man of capacity might acquire a dangerous independence, 
as would certainly have been the case in Calcutta if an ambitious 
military Governor had made a bid for the support of the Europeans. 
On the other hand, it might have been thought that a strong man 
was necessary at Calcutta to thwart any attempt of the British to 
retake the town ; but Siraj-uddaula, owing to his unexpectedly 
easy success, had passed from fear of the Europeans to an over- 
weening confidence in hi^jjjkwn power. Scrafton says : 

’ It may appear matter of wonder why the Soubah peimitted us to remain so 
quietly at Fulta till we were become formidable to him, which 1 can only account 

‘ ' Setr Mutaqherin,’ vol. ii , p. ® p. 192. * Ihii. 

cii 
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for from his mean opinion of us, as he had been frequently heard to say he did 
not imagine there was ten thousand men m all Frenghistan, meaning Europe, 
and had no idea of our attempting to return by force.'* 

And M. Jean Law says : 

* Siraj-uddaula liad the most extravagant contempt for Europeans ; a pair of 
slippers, said he, is all that is needed to govern them. Their number, according 
to him, could not in all Europe come up to more than ten or twelve thousand 
men. What fear, then, L^iild he have of the English nation, which assuredly 
could not present to his mind more than a quartei of the whole? He was, 
therefore, very far from thinking that the English could entertain the idea of 
re-establishing themselves by force To humiliate themselves— to offer money 
with one hand, and receive joyously with the other his permission to re-establish 
themselves— was the whole project which he could naturally suppose them to 
have formed. It is to this idea, without doubt, that the tranquillity in w'hich he 
left them at Fulta is due.’^ 

Besides, the British found means to have it suggested to the 
Nawab that they were waiting at Fulta only until favourable 
weather allowed them to set out for Madras, “ and Manik Chand, 
whose tenants owned the country round Fulta,* was probably not 
averse to the harvest which the stay of the British brought into 
his tenants’ hands, and so encouraged the impression the British 
wished to produce. 

At first the French® and Dutch,® though they were distressed at 
the disgrace which had fallen upon the European name, were not 
altogether sorry at the misfortunes of their great commercial rival; 
and whilst they behaved with great kindness to the refugees, 
they thought that the expulsion of the British meant increased 
commercial prosperity for themselves. They were soon to be 
undeceived. 

On the 24th June the Nawab left Calcutta, and arrived at Hugh 24tb-25th 
on the 25th.^ He surrounded the town with his forces, and sent 
word to Mr. Bisdom, and also to M. Renault at Chandernagore, 
to pay him a large contribution under penalty of having their 
flagstaffs cut down and their fortifications destroyed. From the 
Dutch he demanded 20 lakhs of rupees. Rather than pay this 
exorbitant demand they threatened to leave the country, but after 

* ‘Reflections/ p. 58. ® Vol. III., p. 176. 

Vol I., p. 301, and Vol. 11 ., p. 164. * Vol. I., p. 301. 

* Ibid , p 2ia. ® Ibid , p. 55, and VoL II., p. 79. 

: Vol. I., p. 33. 
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a time, by the intercession of Coja Wajid, it was reduced to 
4} lakhs^^ which sum included the nazardnah, or complimentary 
present due on the Nawab’s accession, and also a reward to Coja 
Wajid for his friendly offices.^ This was advanced by the Seths 
at the extremely moderate rate of 9 per cent, per annum.^ 

The French, after some rather delicate negotiations, in which 
the two parties nearly came to blows, were let off with the smaller 
fine of si lakhs, and the lesser nations had aH to pay proportionate 
fines — the Danes 25,000 rupees, the Portuguese and the Emdeners 
5,000 each.* The French had, unluckily for themselves, recently 
received a supply of money from home for trade purposes by the 
ship Saint Contest, practically the whole of which was taken by 
the Nawab.® They ascribed the fact that they were let off with a 
smaller fine than the Dutch to the greater wealth of the latter; the 
British imputed it to the assistance which they believed the French 
had given the Nawab. 

* It was understood that the favour shown them [the French] m comparison 
with the Dutch after the destruction of our Settlements, when he affected to 
fine both nations for augmenting the works about their lespective Factones, was 
in consideration of their having secretly furnished artillery when he marched 
against Calcutta This was a suspicion in the Indies, and as such only is 
mentioned , but it is very certain that the letters wrote home to Europe were 
entirely in Suraja Dowlet’s favoui, containing a very unfair and, which was 
much worse, a very plausible, but utterly false, representation of the grounds 
of the quarrel, which was published to our prejudice in all the foreign 
gasettes 

Mr. Watts’ second accusation has much more semblance of truth 
|han the former, but the considerations which brought about the 
fall of Chandernagore were rather national than particular, so we 
need not dwell further upon this question. 

It IS argued that if the Nawab had really intended to carry out . 
the supposed policy of his grandfather — namely, to reduce the 
British, French, and Dutch to the position of the Armenians— he 

' Another account says 5 lakha^ol II , p 79) 

^ Vol I , pp 28, 304. ^ 

Vol I , p. 32 * Vol II., p 79 

® This IS Renaqlt s own account (Vol III , p 233), and probably more correct 
than Hoiwell s sUtemeat that RSi Durlabb stood security for them (VoL II*, p. 17). 

® Watts * Memoir of the Revolutioa, p. 29 $ee also * Translations frdm Con* 
tinental Papers.' Vol III., p 1x6 uq ^ 
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should now have destroyed the fortifications at Chandernagore and 
Chinsurah ; but either he had never had any intention of carrying 
out this policy, or, with the instability of character natural to a man 
of his temperament, he had change(Lhis mind. Probably also he 
was now convinced that the formidable nature of these fortifications 
had*been exaggerated, and thought that Chandernagore and Chin* 
surah, lying ready to his hand whenever he chose to take them^ be 
was more likely to benefit his exchequer by putting them ^ 
ransom than by expelling their inhabitants, m which latter ca^ 
the booty was certain to fall into the hands of the native soldiers 
rather than into his own. Other reasons have been mentioned by 
various persons for his desire to get back to Murshidabad— ^.g., 
that the Wazlr of the Emperor was again threatening an attack, 
and that his presence at the capital was needed to hold the 
Nawab of Purneah in check. The former was only a rumour, and 
the latter is improbable, as during the Rains no military opera- 
tions could be undertaken in Purneah. 

Siraj-uddaula now set free Messrs. Watts and Collet, who 28th jane, 
arrived in Chandernagore on the 28th June,^ delighted to 
change the ill-treatment of the Nawab’s officers for the hospitality 
of the French. With them he sent orders to M. Renault to see 
that they were safely despatched to Madras, ‘ and he wrote a 
semi-apologetic letter to Mr. Pigot, the Chief of that Settlement.* 

After this, having received the Dutch Chief and Second in Darbdft* 
he marched slowly to Murshidabad, where he arrived on the 
nth July, declaring pompously that he had punished the British 
for their insolence, and made the French and Dutch pay the 
expenses of the expedition.* To the Emperor at Delhi he wrote 
letters boasting of 

the most glorious atchievement that had been performed in Indostan since the 
days of Tamerlane.*® 

The French and Dutch at Cossimbazar now felt the full effects 
of the misfortune which had befallen the Europeans in the de*^ 
struction of their leading Settlement. The Nawab called upon 
them to buy up the goods belonging to the British, but knowing 

‘ Vol. L. p. 48. ® JM., p. 196. » Ibtd. 

* IH* P* 55> * Vol. III., p. 172. • Orme MSS., India U., p. 79 
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better than he what might be expected in the not distant future, 
they refused to do so, and Mr. Bisdbm even went so far as to 
prohibit the private inhabitants of Chinsurah from doing anything 
which might involve them in a quarrel with the British. He 
could at that distance act boldly, but the Europeans at Cossim- 
bazar had to show more circumspection when they saw 

* the tyrant reappear in triumph at Murshidabad, little thinking of the punish- 
ment which Providence was preparing for his crimes, and to make which still 
more striking he was yet to have some further successes.’^ 

Siraj-uddaula now gave full vent to his violence and greed, and 
all the inhabitants of Murshidabad, natives and Europeans alike, 
were delighted when they heard that his cousin, Shaukat Jang, had 
resumed his rebellious attitude. Shaukat Jang had been secretly 
intriguing at Delhi, and had obtained a farnfan from the Wazlr 
appointing him Nawab of Bengal. Popular opinion was in 
his favour; but Ghulam Husain Khan, who was at his Court, 
represents him as a madman, who was accustomed to stupefy 
himself with drugs, and who boasted that he would not limit 
Tiimself to the conquest of Bengal, but would place a new Emperor 
on the throne of Delhi, and then, conquering everything before 
him, proceed to Candahar and Rhorassan, where, he said, 

* I intend to take up my residence, as the climate of Bengal does not suit my 
state of health.’^ 

As a preliminary to this magnificent scheme he dismissed the old 
officers of his army with such indignities that he nearly drove the 
letter into mutiny, and though this was avoided by the disgrace of 
his favourite, Habib Beg, who had instigated his excesses, the Prince 
and his remaining officers thoroughly distrusted each other. One of 
his Hindu officers, named L&la, whom he had with difficulty been 
restrained from flogging, had taken refuge at Murshidabad, and 
SirSj-uddaula, alarmed at what he heard from him and others, now 
determined to test the exajl state of affairs. Accordingly, he sent 
one of his courtiers, namea R&s Biharl, to take charge of certain 
JaujdarJs in Purneah. Shaukat Jang gave him a very rough 
reception, and 'sent him back with a verbal message that he 

^ Vol III., p. 172, ^ ' Seir Mutaqherin,* vol. ii., p. 197. 
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intended to assume the Sftbahdarl of Bengal, but would spare his 
cousin’s life on account of their relationship, and would permit 
him to retire to Dacca and there live as a private person.^ Sir6j- 
uddaula immediately resolved on war, and collected his army 
towards the beginning of October. His own violence, however, 
made matters difficult for him. It is said that he slapped Jagat 
Seth in the face in open Darbar^ and then imprisoned him.® 

Mir Jafar and other officers refused to march until this wrong had 
been redressed, and Jagat Seth was set free ; but the army was in 
a dangerous temper.^ To protect himself against a possible out* 
break Siraj-uddaula had summoned his deputy at Patna, the 
Hindu Ramnarain, to his assistance. The malcontents hoped 
that Ramnarain would not come, but he obeyed the Nawab’s 
summons, and all they could now hope for was that some accident 
might happen to the Nawab during the course of the campaign. 

It was short and decisive. The rival armies met not very far from 
Rajmahal,^ The fighting began on the i6th October, and Shaukat October 
Jang charging a body of troops, in the midst of which he thought 
he saw his cousin, was shot dead on the spot.^ His army imme- 
diately gave way, and the whole Province of Purneah submitted 
without further resistance.® Two officers, Dm Muhammad and 
Ghulam Shah, who claimed rewards on the ground that it was their 
men who had killed Shaukat Jang, were banished by Siraj-uddaula. 

The latter asserted that he had ordered his cousin to be taken 
alive, that he might pardon him and make him his friend.^ 

Siraj-uddaula had obtained some inkling of the ill-feeling 
against him, and so remained a few miles in the rear of his 
army, to which he sent various of his friends, including his 
cousin Miran, son of Mir Jafar, dressed like himself. It was this 
precaution which caused Shaukat Jang’s wild charge and death, 

^ It was probably the recollection of this offer which made Sirflj-uddaula, after his 
capture, hope that Mir Jafar would treat him in the same manner. 

^ Secret Committee Consultations at Fulta, 5 September, 1756. 

« Vol. III., p. 174 

^ Mr. Long says at Baldiabari, near Nawabganj, in Pargana Kankjol. 

” * Seir Mutaqhenn,' vol. 11., p. 2x3. VoL II., p. 53. and Scrafton, p. 51 

* For an absolutely incorrect account of the fighting m Purneah, see Vpl. 11 , ^ 

P*55- 

^ Vol . II. p. 69. 
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tod the Nawab thought that the success of his device proved that 
he was the favourite child of Fortune. He returned to Mur- 
shidabad in triumph, and there received the Emperor’s famm 
confirming him as Nawab of Bengal. This cost him, it is said) 
2 Avar, 2 lakhst and 50,000 rupees,^ but its arrival at this moment 
confirmed him in his erroneous belief. 

At Murshidabad, Mr. Surgeon Forth tells us, Siraj-uddaula now 
took an account of his wealth, which amounted to 68 of 

rupees exclusive of his jewels.^ This, according to the exchange 
of the time, which was 2s. 6d. to the rupee, would be ;£'85,ooo,ooo« 
Other accounts put his wealth at the somewhat more modest suitt 
of ^£'40,000,000. 

Nothing further of importance happened at Murshidabad until 
news arrived of the reinforcements which the British had received 
from Madras, and the Europeans had to submit with what equa- 
nimity they could to the insults they received daily. 

‘ It can be guessed what we^had to suffei, we and the Dutch, at Cossimbazar. 
There were continual demands on demands, insults on insults, on the part of 
'the officers and soldiers of the country, v^ho, foiming their behaviour on that 
of their master, thought they could not sufficiently show their contempt for 
everything which was European We could not even go out of our grounds 
without being exposed to some annoyance 

Yet in the midst of all this tnumph Sir^j-uddaula did not know 
that Shaukat Jang had more than avenged his own death. 

*The rash valour of the young Nawab of Purneah in delivering Siraj-uddaula 
ftom the only enemy he had to fear in the country, made it clear to all Bengal 
that fht English were the only Power which could bung about the change that 
everyone was longing for.*^ 


> Vol II., p. 53, and * Seir Mutaqhenn, vol 11 , p 197 
^ Vol II.. p. 53 " Vol III . p 175 - Vol III., p. 174 



CHAPTER IX 

THE STAY AT FULTA. 

The climate was more fatal m India than the enemy. 

We have no connected account of the life of the refugees at Pultai 
and the following disconnected fragments of information are all 
that I have been able to collect on the subject * 

Mr. Drake and the fleet arrived at Fulta on the 26th June*^^Jtt^i' 
They had written the previous day to the Dutch for assistance tn 
provisions and marine stores, but though a certain amount was 
given them secretly, help was at first formally refused, and it waS 
not until the 20th July that the Dutch Council decided to supply 
the British, on the ground 

‘that the French were the inveterate enemies of the English ^ 

The artist William Hodges tells us that Mr. Robert Gregory 
(afterwards a person of wealth and distinction in England) was 
the messenger chosen to be sent up to the French and Dutch. 

Under cover of a storm he succeeded in passing Tanna aiid 
Calcutta unnoticed by the Moors. The French politely refused 
any assistance, but Mr. Bisdom sent down a Dutch vessel under 
Captain Van Staten laden with all kinds of provisions. At that 
very time Mr. Bisdom’s own house was so filled with refugees 
from Calcutta that he and his wife were compelled to sleep on 
board a bajrd^ on the nver.* 

Meanwhile, the condition of the British at Fulta was mosife 
miserable. 

^ Vol I , *5 37. 306 

* * Twd» m India, 1780-1783/ P *9 
ox 


^ Voini.p 94 
* Indian houae-boat 
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* For some time no provisions could be procured, but ns soon as the Nabob's 
tnny left Calcutta the country people ventured to supply them. 

^The want of convenient shelter, as well as the dread of being surprizOd, 
obliged them all to sleep on board the vessels, which were so crowded that all 
lay promiscuously on the decks, without shelter from the rahis of the season, 
and for some time without a change of raiment, for none had brought any store 
away, and these hardships, inconsiderable as they may seem, were grievous to 
persons of whom the greatest part had lived many years in the gentle ease of 
India.' Sickness likewise increased their sufferings, for the lower part of 
Bengal between the two arms of the (ianges^ is the most unhealthy country in 
the world, and many died of a malignant fever which infected all the vessels.^ 
But instead of alleviating their distresses by that spirit of mutual goodwill 
which is supposed to prevail amongst companions in misery, everyone turned 
his mind to invidious discussions of the causes which had produced their mis- 
fortune. All seemed to expect a day when they should be restored to Calcutta. 
The younger men in the Company’s service, who had not held any post in the 
Government, endeavoured to fix every kind of blame on their superiors, whom 
they wished to see removed from their stations, to which they expected to 
succeed. At the same time the Members of Council accused one another, and 
these examples gave rise to the same spirit of invective amongst those who could 
derive no benefit from such declamations.’^ 

' As the fugitives seemed at first to think of nothing but quarrelling 
with each other, it is difficult to understand why they stayed at Fulta. 
Holwell asserted that they thought it advisable to wait until one 
of their number had been sent forward to Madras to explain their 
conduct in a favourable light, but Drake explains that they had 
no provisions for the voyage at first, and when with great difficulty 
they were at last procured. Major Killpatrick arrived with a small 
reinforcement and promises of further assistance, which, if it had 
con\^ a little earlier, would have enabled them to recapture Calcutta. 
The news of their restoration would then have arrived as early as 
the news of the disaster, and so have obviated any chance of a 
commercial panic in London.** 

Whatever their reasons may have been, they determined to stay 

' The condition of the rest may be judged by that of the Govei^or himself 
(Vol. II., p. 144) 

The branches known as the river^lugli and Ganges. 

' About two-thirds of the men died of fluxes and fevers. The European ladies 
held out best of all, for few or none of them died, which was surprising, as they 
scarce had cloathes to wear ' (Vol 111 , p 87). 

* Orme MSS.. O V., 66. p 96, » Vol II,, p. 44. 

• Ibtd,, p. 155. 
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at Fulta, and took a number of ships into the Company's seryif^, 
amongst which were the Doddaky, Speedwell, Lively, Nancy, ai6d 
Fort William. On the last mentioned Mr. Drake, with an almost 
impudent lack of humour, took up his abode. The natives^ in 
the neighbourhood soon began to send in provisions, and the 
Council^at first provided the Europeans with food, but later on 
made the'm a diet allowance of 50 rupees a month.* 

Within the first week in July the refugees from Jagdea 
Balasore safely rejoined the fleet at Fulta,® and the members of 
Council then present determined to open negotiations with the 
Nawab for their restoration, so as to conceal their real reasons 
for staying at Fulta. Accordingly, they wrote to Messrs. Watts 
and Collet at Chandernagore, forwarding copies of a letter which 
was to be translated and delivered to Manik Chand, R&i Durlabh, 
Ghulam Husain Khan, Coja Wajid, the Seths, and any other 
men of influence at the Darbdr who might be likely to be useful.* 
Messrs. Watts and Collet replied on the 8th, refusing to acknow- 
ledge the authority of Mr. Drake and the other Members of Council 
as still in office, and declining to deliver the letter which had been 
sent them. Ultimately, however, Jhey consented to do the latter,,*, 
The letters were shown by Mr. Bisdom to Coja Wajid, who replied 
that it was useless for the British to expect permission from the 
Nawab to trade on any conditions better than those allowed to 
the Portuguese and Armenians, and that the only way to recover 
Calcutta was by force.^ 

The protest of Messrs. Watts and Collet had compelled Mr. Drake 
and his companions to reconsider their position. It seemed im- 
possible to style themselves the Council of Fort William, though 
with Messrs. Amyatt and Boddam they formed the majority of 
that body. Accordingly, they reorganized themselves under the 
title of * The Agents for the Honourable Company’s Affairs,’ and 
under that denomination they issued a notification to all the Com- 

^ Vol. I. , p. i^x The descendants of Raja Naba Krishna say that he had relatives 
near Fulta, whom he persuaded to assist the British (see Verelst's * View of the 
Rise, Fall, and Present State of the English Government m Bengal,' p. e8 note). 

^ Vol. I., p. 300. 

* See letter signed by Amyatt and Boddam (Vol I., p. 38). 

* Vol. I., p. 37. 5 Ibtd., p. 98. • Ihid , p. 1x8. 
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K tt Servants at Fulta that they were still in the Company’s 
:e» and might draw diet money s%d salary as usual.^ 
Meanwhile, though they had despatched pattaman, or native 
messengers, by land to Fort St. George, they had not been 
able to send any persons of rank to explain their position to 
the Madras Council. The envoys first chosen were Captain 
Grant and the Rev. Robert Mapletoft,‘ but the latter died. The 
former also had been ill, and, presumably, it was considered on 
second thoughts that Captain Grant, as senior military officer and 
a man of ability and courage, though at present under a cloud 
owing to his desertion of the Fort, could not well be spared. 
Gradually a rumour spread that the Council now intended to send 
either Mr. Manningham or Mr, Frankland, and on the loth July 
a protest signed by almost ail the Europeans at Fulta was pre- 
sented to Mr. Drake against either of these gentlemen being sent 
to give an account of matters 

‘which, as they absented .themselves, they must knoi^ very little of.’ * 

Mr. Drake promised that neither of them should be sent,'T)ut 
on the 13th July Council decided to depute Mr. Manningham and 
*the French officer, M. Lebeaume, to give an account of the loss 
of Calcutta, to ask for reinforcements, and to request that in- 
formation of the loss of Calcutta should not be sent to England 
until the Madras authorities could at the same time inform the 
Directors of the probability of its speedy recapture.* This would, 
of course, be calculated to soften the view taken by the Directors 
of the behaviour of Mr. Drake and his companions, but the sug- 
gestion was fully justified by the commercial advantages it would 
secure to the Company. 

His being intrusted with this mission suggested to Mr. Man- 
ningham an excellent means of extracting from the other members 
of Council a condonation of his questionable behaviour at Calcutta. 
Accordingly, on the 14th July he and Mr. Frankland presented 
to Council a justification ofj^eir action in going on hozxd the 
ships on the night of the i8tn June, and staying there in spite of 
all orders to return to the fort. As a matter of course, the other 
members accepted* the explanation unanimously.^ 

1 Vol. 1., pp. 98, 186 » Vol. m.. p. 383. ‘ Vol. I., p. 66 . 
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Having thus secured himself, Mr. Manningham embarked 
Lieutenant Lebeaume on ||pard the Syren, She arrived at Vila- 
gapatam on the 12th August, and the letter they brought frbm the 
Council was taken on by Lieutenant Lebeaume by land pext 
day.' ' 

Meanwhile the Council’s first letters regarding the outbreak 
hostilities in Bengal had arrived at Madras on the Z3th \ 

and on the 14th it was hurriedly determined to send up 
Killpatrick with 200 troops.^ This officer was about to returtl tb 
England on account of ill-health,^ but gave up his intention at the 
sudden call to active service. On the afternoon of the 2i8t he 
embarked on the Delaware (Captain Winter), and arrived at Culpee 
on the 28th July.* On the 30th or 31st he went up to Fulta witjt 
a few men, the rest following shortly after. He was immediately 
requested to take his seat in Council. Between the 30th July 
and the Z3th August all the other members of Council who re« 
mained alive — viz., Messrs. Watts, Collet, Pearkes, and Holwell-— 
had also arrived at Fulta.® . 

The smallness of the reinforcement sent with Killpatrick, and ^ 

the want of guns and ammunition, made any offensive action iii- ™ 

possible, but it rendered the position of the British more secure for 
the moment. On the 5th August Major Killpatrick wrote to Madras 
very dolefully of the situation in which he found himself, laying * 
special stress upon the probability of sickness amongst the troops. 

His fears were soon realized, for on the 7th the sickness was so 
great that it was determined to fit out one of the ships a$ a 
hospital ; but so powerful was the spirit of procrastination that it 
was not until the 23rd September that the Success galley was fixed 
on for this purpose.® 

On the I2th August Mr. Holwell arrived from Hugh, 
immediately entered a strong protest in Council against the pre-* 
tensions of Messrs. Drake, Frankland, Manningham, and Macket 
to retain their authority, but he met with no support from bi$ 

‘ VoL I , pp. 193, 213. * Jbtd,, pp, 97, 99* 

’ HU health broke down after Plaaaey, and he died on the 10th October^ 1757 
(Letter to Court, xo January, 1738, paragraph 133). 

* Vol 1 ., p. 192, and Vol. Ill , p. 19. 

’ Extracts of events at Enlta (India Office, Correspondence Memofanda, 1757). 

• Vol. IIL, p. 22. 
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felldw Members, and was persuaded to attend the Councils of the 
Agency.^ This concession seems tO|)iave put an end to all the 
quarrelling, and even the name of the Agency seems to have been 
gradually dropped. 

Apparently the arrival of the Delaware had encouraged the 
British to take provisions by force when they could not obtain 
what they wanted for payment, but on the 14th the Dutch fiscal, 
Van Schevichaven, promising a supply, orders were given that no 
foraging parties should be sent ashore. 

August, On the 20th August Captain Grant, who had been very ill,® 
^ submitted a letter to Council explaining his reasons for aocom- 

panying Mr. Drake on board on the 19th June. Council ac- 
cepted his explanation, Mr. Pearkes alone protesting that though 
Grant’s previous behaviour had been uniformly honourable, he— 

Mr. Pearkes— thought he should not be allowed to resume 
‘his rank until he had earned his restoration by some conspicuous 
act of skill or courage. ^ 

At this time the Council meetings were held on board th&. Fort 
Wilhamt the Governor’s residence. He was now treated with 
the respect due to his rank, and even received a salute of guns 
when he dined on board the other ships.* The Council, however, 
found it very difficult to preserve any secrecy as to their intentions, 
and accordingly they appointed a Secret Committee, consisting of 
Messrs. Drake, Watts, Killpatrick, and Hohell, 

‘for the bettei despatch of affairs of the countiy, and for the receiving of intelli- 
gence and advice.’* 

August, This Committee held its first meeting on the 22nd August on 
the Phoemx schooner, and it continued to hold its sittings on 
board that vessel until the 15th September, when it transferred its 
meeting-place to the Grampus sloop. Even before its first formal 
meeting the Secret Committee began proceedings by writing to 
Fort St. George to reque^that all matters connected with the 
attempt to regain CalcutH should be communicated to them 
alone.® To deceive the Nawab, who might be supposed to have 

* Vol I., p. 203 note. ® Ibtd , p, 94. 

* Ibid., p. 200. * Vol. Ill,, p 20. 

* Secret Committee Consultations, zxni August, 1756. * Vol 1 ., p. 198. 
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been alarmed at the news of his arrival, Major Killpatrick had 
already been instructed on tj^e 15th to write and assure him that 
the British did not bear malice for what had happened in the 
past, and to ask for a supply of provisions. This letter was 
ultimately sent to Mr. Hastings, who was still at Cossimbazar, 
for delivery. At the same tjme letters from Omichand to the 
Major were brought by an Armenian, Coja Petrus, and a Jew 
named Abraham Jacobs,^ advising him to write to Manik Chand, 

Coja Wajid, Jagat Seth, and Rai Durlabh,* which he did im- 
mediately. 

On, the 26th August Mr. Becher and the other gentlemen aatbAogiii^ 
arrived from Dacca,® and Mr. Becher was admitted to the Secret 
Committee, 

In spite of the negotiations, or, perhaps, because of them, 

Manik Chand was beginning to take fright. On the 31st August awiAuguit, 
news was received at Fulta that he was preparing boats to lire the^^^^ 
fleet and a force to occupy Budge Budge. Mr. Gregory, whose 
adventurous journey to Chinsurah has been already mentioned, 
informed the Committee that the Nawab was trying to force the 
Dutch to buy the plunder taken from the British. He was re- 
quested to remain at Chinsurah to* watch the Moors. Mr. Forth 
was also deputed to procure intelligence, and Mr. Warren 
Hastings to continue at Cossimbazar for the same purpose. * 

The letters sent by Petrus and Jacobs to Manik Chand quickly jth 
bore fruit, and on the 5th September the Committee received from^^' 
him a parwdna or order ordering the opening of a bazar for the 
sale of provisions. Omichand did not deliver the letters addressed 
to the other notables, nor Mr. Hastings that addressed to the 
Nawab, as there were already signs of trouble at Murshidabad, 


and it was hoped they might prove unnecessary.* 

On the 17th September Council decided it was not a proper 
time to think of seizing Moor goods in foreign bottoms, but^'*^ 
determined to detain any that might be found in British ships.® 


' voi. in., p. 364. 

^ Secret Committee Proceedings. 22nd August, 1756. ^ Vol. III., p. 20. 

* Secret Committee Proceedings, 5th September, 173a 

* Extracts from Fulta Proceedings (India Office, Correspondence Memorands, 
^ 757 ). 
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The same day they were informed by Mr. Hastings that the 
Na\/ab of Purneah had received a JfarnUiM from Delhi appointing 
him Nawab of Bengal, and that war between him and SirSj* 
uddaula was at last certhin.^ 

It now occurred to the Council that, in accordance with the 
terms of the Company’s Charter,^ they might formalize their 
position by taking advantage of the fact that they still retained 
Septem the factory of Bulramgurry, and on the i8th September Messrs. 
W* HolwelJ and Boddam were sent there to take possession.® This 
was actually done on the 25th October, when that Factory was 
formally declared the seat of the Presidency.^ 

For the next few days the news from Murshidabad regarding 
the Nawab was very conflicting. There were rumours of quarrels 
with Jagat Seth and the officers on the one hand, and rumours 
that he had received a farman from the Emperor on the other. 
He seemed to have no time to attend to the British, but had 
ordered MSlnik Chand to deal with them.® Manik Chand was 
called to Murshidabad, but excused himself on account of his 
apprehensions of the British. He seemed, however, to be In no 
jhhOirtober, hurry to settle their affairs, and on the 7th October temporarily 
closed the bazar he had sanctioned at Fulta in consequence of a 
petty quarrel between the sailors and the native boatmen. 

About the gth or loth October Mr. Hastings was forced to 
leave Cossimbazar, and came down to Chinsurah. This rendered 
the news from Murshidabad still more uncertain. 
nUi06tob«r, On the 13th Council® wrote to Fort St. George saying they 
had received no reply to their request for assistance, and that 
thb Moors were beginning to doubt their assurance that they 
were only waiting for better weather to quit the Ganges, and were 
beginning to put difficulties in the way of their getting provisions. 
At last on the 23rd October the Kingfisher sloop arrived in the 
‘ ^^756-pjygjj intelligence that \Vatspn and Clive were leaving 
Madras with strong reinforcements. This joyful news put heart 
into everyone, and on th<||;4th the British flag was hoisted at 

» Vol. I., p. 219, ^ Vol. II , p. 192. 

* Ibfd , p. 14*. * Ibtd.f p. 19a. 

^ Secret Committee Proceedmgs, 30th September, 1736. 

• Vol. I., pp. 237, 301. 
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Fulta, just outside the Dutch bounds,^ whilst to be ready for all con^ 
tmgencies a copy of the Company’s Farman which Mr. Frankkrtd 
happened to have in his possession was translated into Persian, and 
Petrus bribed the Kazl at Hugli to affix to it the Imperial Seal.‘ 

The good news from Madras was counterbalanced by a letter ^TthOoteber, 
from Omichand received on the 27th announcing that the Na^ab*^^* 
had defeated and killed his cousin, Shaukat Jang. However, this 
had put the Nawab into a good humour, and he had written in 
favourable terms regarding the British to M§nik Chand ; but the 
latter had been informed of their rejoicings, and on the 30th the 
Committee heard he was preparing to send troops to Budge Budge 
in order to surprise them.^ 

Mr. Drake thought this critical moment a favourable opportunity 3«t October, 
in which to settle his private troubles, and on the 31st October he 
asked for an order to be minuted directing all Members of Council 
to deliver in their complaints against him in the course of a 
month,^ and at the same time placarded 

‘ dt every ship’s mast at Fulta, and at the most publick place ashore,’ 

an advertisement asking anyone whq had a complaint against him 
to send it in in writing,® 

On the 3rd November the Nawab heard that the French wereg^NoWf 
resuming the fortification of Chandernagore, and wrote to the°®^'“^^* 
Dutch asking them to assist him in expelling them, as he had 
expelled the British.® 

On the 6th Major Killpatrick received a letter from Manik 6th Kovem* 
Chand asking him to say definitely whether the British intended 
to fight, and a week later Council heard that the Nawab had sent 
orders to prepare magazines at Tribeni and Hugli, and intended 
to come down with his army to Calcutta. Meanwhile troops were 
collecting at Budge Budge, and on the i8th the British expected 
to be attacked, but the scare proved to be groundless. At the 
same time it was clear that the Nawab was suspicious, as he 
had forbidden the Dutch to assist the British, and Coja WSjid 

^ Vol I., p 299, and Vol. Ill , p 22 ® Vol. III., p. 365. 

’ Secret Committee Proceedings, 30th October. X756. 

^ Vol. II., p. 134 For Drake's reply to these complaints, see Vol. II . pp X34oZ57. 

•Vol. II., p 134 6 Vol II.,p. 18 
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had had a long conference with M. Renault, it was supposed, to 
"secure his assistance for the Nawab. It was necessary for the 
British to have correct information, and on the 2nd December 
Mr. Surgeon Forth was ordered to proceed to Murshidabad He 
found it impossible to obey this order, for the natives were so sus- 
picif)us that on the 8th December the Faujda} at Hugh stopped the 
Dutch trade, ^ under pretence that the} were secretly assisting the 
British.® On the loth M Renault informed the I aujdar of the 
arrival of a British squadron,*^ which news was confirmed by 
Manik Chand on the iith^ ordering the Faujda} to proceed to 
Tanna, whilst he himself marched to Budge Budge, and imme- 
diately afterwards prepared ships to be ^unk at T iniu in case 
the British advanced ^ No one was allowed to pass up or down 
the river ^ The native inhabitants began to leave Calcutta with 
their plunder and flock to Hugh but this only frightened the 
inhabitants of that cit} , and man} of them fled into the interior ^ 

Manik Chand s preparations weie somewhat in advance of facts, 
but the} show how good was his intelligence, for the P}0i$et0Y 
had been signalled at Kedgeree on the lothUhough it was not 
until the I2th that she irrived at hulta She brought news that 
Watson s squadron had sailed from Madras two da}s before she 
left that town Watson himself irnved on the Kent the same day, 
and was speedil} joined b} the Jy^er, Sahi>bwy Bnd^eviaie}, and 
Walpok 

The last mentioned ship, an Indiaman, brought orders from the 
Court of Directors creating a Select Secret Committee 

for managing all m ilteis itg irdmg the said Compan\ s possessions rights and 
privileges in these pro\ inces 

It was to consist of Messrs Drake, Watts, Becher, and Manning- 
ham The Select Committee met for the first time on the 15th 
December, and asked Admiral Watson and Colonel Clive to join 
them I he former attended^e bittings on various occasions, but 
was never ictuall} a membCT of the Committee As Mr Man- 
ningham was absent in Madras, Mr Holwell was appointed to act 

‘ \ol U p 52 ^ Ibid p 72 Ibid p 6; * Ibid p 67 

//jrf p 73 Ibid p 81 Ibid p hS 

* Secret Committee Proceedings loth December 175C 
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ds his substitute ^ He took his seat on the 22nd at a meeting held 
on board the Kent Mr John Cooke was appointed Secretary 
This was the origin of the celebrated Select Committee which 
carried out all the Re\olutions that gave Bengal to the British. 
It superseded the old Fulta Secret Committee, and in later years 
developed into what is now known as the Foreign Department 

’ Vol 11 p iSS 
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THE ACTION OF THE MADRAS COINCIL^ 

We drained all the sens upon the Coast to strenj^then the detachment 
preparing for I eni,al and to secure to the utmost of our p )wer a speedy success 
to our designs — Si lfci Ccmmuifp hCRT Sr ( tour 
'We think our unhappy situation deser\ed a \ery dffeient treatment -- 
Select Committee Fc rt W ilium 


I HAVE already mentioned that on the hist outbreak of disturb- 
ances the Council at Fort Williim wrote to Madras for reinforce- 
ra^ts In reply to their letters of the 25th Mi\ and 4th June, 
Cojl^nel Lawrence’s offer to e^o to Bengal ha\ing been declined 
OWJiPg to the bad state of his health, Major Killpatnck was 
4e!^j^tched with a small reinforcement which was so rapidly 
diwiished by sickness that, ha\ing armed at Fulta on the 31st July , 
he wrote on the 17th September to Colonel Adlercron that he 
hid already lost thirty-two officers and men * 

3rd August, On the 3rd August letters were receded from Mr Drake 
^ flUftUeuncing the loss of Cossimbazar, and asking for reinforcements 
military stores Admiral Watson was immediately requested 
jAlend the Bndgeuater (Captain Smith) to Bengal with 150 men, 
Mores and money, and on the 14th August Council decided to 
^ 4l»patch a still larger detachment 

xTSfi August Mr Pigot informed his Council that he 

had heard the previous day from Messrs Watts and Collet of the 
cjtpture of Calcutta The affair had now become so serious that 


Counal and Select Committee o“ort St George which were of course too bulky 
to iudude in the Selection 

^ Vol II p 233, Vol II p 94 

* Letter from Colonel Adlercron to the Right Hon Henry Fox dated 21 November, 
1756 (India Office Home Senes Misc 94) 

» Vol I p 195 
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the orders of the 14th to send reinforcements were suspended# and 
it was decided to consult Admiral Watson. Next day Admirals 
Watson and Pocock attended Council by special request, and offered 
to place the squadron at their disposal. On the 19th Colonel 
Adlercron,of the 39th Regiment, attended Council, and immediately 
began a long and fruitless correspondence as to the terms upon 
which he would allow his regiment, or a part of it, to go to Bengal. 

The Admiral being again consulted, Council suggested that a 
small force only should be sent merel} to recapture Calcutta, but 
the Admiral advised the delay of any expedition until the end of 
September, so that the troops might escape the Rainy season. 

As he said, 

‘if the ships were to go now one thud of the men would fall sick before there 
would be an opportunity of their doing any ser\ice.’^ 

Colonel Clive, who had been absent at Fort St. David,® returned 
to Madras on the 24th, and took his seat in Council. It appears 24th August, 
that he volunteered to command the expedition to Bengal as soon 
as he heard of it." 

On the 29th a letter, dated 13th July, was received from the 
Bengal Council announcing the*despa\ch of Messrs. Manningham 29th AuguBt, 
and Lebeaume. After a long discussion it was determined to^^^^’ 
acknowledge the Council of Fort William as still retaining its 
authority, in spite of the loss of Calcutta, but to put off the 
expedition to Bengal until the arrival of the India ships expected 
from England, as it w’as hoped they w^ould bring news of the state 
of affairs in Europe, where war with France was daily looked for. 

It was thought that they would not reach Madras before the end 
of September, so that, whilst accepting the delay advised by the 
Admiral, Council would also be better able to see how many men 
could be spared. It ought to be noted that the French were very 
strong in Southern India, and there was no probability of their 
observing neutrality if war broke out in Europe ; thus the Council 
of Fort St. George showed great moral courage in denuding their 
Settlements of a great part of their forces in order to recover Bengal* 

^ Vol. I., p 206 

“ He was Deputy-Governor of this town, and was to succeed Mr, Pigot at Madras 
(Vol. Ill , p. 307) 

* Mr. Pigot also offered to go himself < Vol. 11 ., pp. 233-235. 
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^^tem On the 6 th September M Lebeaume arrived with a letter 
' from Mr Manningham to say that the latter had halted at Vizaga- 
patam owing to the difficulty of travelling in the Rams and the im- 
possibility of procuring palanquin bearers ^ A sum of money vvas 
given him to provide himself with necessaries, but it was thought 
unwise to admit a Frenchman to their counsels, accordingly after 
delivering his message he was not further consulted 
The Company’s ships Chesterfield (Captain Edwin Carter) and 
Walpole (Captam Francis Fowler) arrived from England on the 
t9th 2i8t igth of September They brought no new s of the actual outbreak of 
war, and so on the 21st it was decided to proceed with the expedition 
to Bengal , but as the authorities in Madras wished to retain the 
power of recalling thur troops in case of necessity, they resolved 
to place the expedition under the command of one of their own 
officers, and not under Colonel Adltrcron Mr Pigot and Colonel 
Clive had both offered their services It was impossible, however, 
for both Mr Pigot and Colonel Clive to leave Madras, and the 
former could not well go now that the M idras authorities had 
acknowledged the continued existence of the Fort William Council 
Accordingly, Colonel Clive w is ehosen for the dut) He was a 
Company s officer, but held a commission as Lieutenant-C olonel 
from the King, which enabled him to take the comm ind of such of 
the King’s troops as might be sent with him It was also decided 
that a member of the Council and Mr W ilsh should accompany 
him as Deputies from the Madras Council, and form a com- 
mittee to decide upon the measures to be taken m Bengal and 
as to whether the troops should stay there, or return to Madras 
after the re-establishment of the British 
jindbeptem Qn the 22nd September Mr Pigot informed Council that the 
letters brought by the Walpole and Chesterfield contained orders, 
dated 13th February, 1756, from the Court of Directors appoint- 
ing Select Committees m Bengal and Madras for the management 
of all affairs of war and dij|||macy. Accordingly, the management 
of the Bengal expedition was handed over to the Select Committee.® 
The Council had intended that the expedition should consist of 

^ Vol 1 p 213 Vol III , p 307 

In their Proceedings of the 22nd September the Committee explained that 
pre\ 10U8 to these orders they had not fully understood the nature of their duties 
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600 men and a company of artillery under Captain Hislop, but 
the Select Committee, as we shall see, proceeded to increase the 
number very considerably. 

On the 23rd September the Select Committee confirmed 23rd SeptetH' 
Colonel Clive’s appointment, in spite of representations from 
Colonel Adlercron. 

Mr. Manningham arrived at last from Vizagapatam on the 29th Septum- 
2gth September, and the Select Committee having discussed 
matters with him, arranged the final details, giving the command 
of the expedition to Admiral Watson by sea and to Colonel Clive^ 
by land. Their relations to each other and to the Council of Fort 
William were left unsettled, though the authority of the latter was 
formally acknowledged. Mr. Manningham pointed out* that the 
powers given to the Deputies on the 21st September were incon- 
sistent with the recognition of the Council of Fort William, and 
accordingly on the ist October* the Deputies were withdrawn; 
but ( olonel Clive was entrusted with independent authority in all 
military matters, which, as we shall see, was much resented by the 
Council of Fort William.** Mr. Walsh, one of the Deputies and 
a relative of the Colonel, was appointed Paymaster to the force. 

This was to include 595'' Europeans, officers and men.*’ 

The despatch of those troops would leave Madras very weak, 
and accordingly a letter was sent to Mr. Bourchier, Governor of 
Humbay, asking for reinforcements. 

On the 13th October the Council of Fort St. George wrote 13th October, 
to BengaP that the object of the expedition was not merely to 
re-establish the British Settlements in Bengal, but to obtain ample 
recognition of the Company’s privileges and reparation for its 

^ M^jor Killpatnck to succeed him in rase of necessity 

“ Vol I., p. 223. * Ibtd , p. 225 

* Ibid , p 234, and Vol. II., p 93. ® Vol I., p. 228. 

^ The information regarding the constitution of the force is not very clear. Other 
accounts give different hgures. The Select Committee s letter to Bengal, dated 
13th October, 1756, gives 528 military, 109 train (artillery), and 940 sepoys. In another 
account (Vol III., p 30) the figures are 276 King s troops, G16 Company’s, and 
sepoys and lascars Of these 97 of the first, 146 of the second, and 430 of the 
last were on the Cumberland and Marlborough^ which did not manage to reach Bengal 
until long after Calcutta had been recaptured 

^ Vol. I , p 239 
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losses, but that if the Nawab were willing to make a satisfactory 
Peace the} ought not to let 

‘sentiments of revenj^ing injuries, although they were nevei moie just, 

induce them to run the risk of war and the consequent expense, 

‘ but we are of opinion that the sword should go hand in hind with the pen, and 
thit, on the irri\ il of the picsent irmament hostilities should immediately 
commence vMth the utmost \igoui These hostilities must be of e\ery kind 
which cm either distress his dominions ind estite oi bung lepii/ils into our 
possession 

This letter contains another suggestion which was to bear ample 
fruit, as It full} coincided with the opinion not onl} of the British 
but of all the Luropeans in Bengal,' \iz., thit i Revolution was 
necessar} if the European trade was to continiu 

* We need not represent to >oii the t,icU id\ int wh h we th nk it will be 
to the militiiy opei Uions ind the influence it will h i\e in the N ibob s councils, 
to effect i junction with in> powets n the piov nets of Beng il that may be dis 
satisfied with the Molences if the N ibob s ^ov eminent oi that miyhtue pre 
tensions to the N ibobship - 

Thus the Select C ommittee did not limit its consideration to 
the mere recapture of Calcutta, but wisel} p^'ovided a force which 
might be capible of taking full advantige of its success Clue 
realized verv clearl} the magnitude of the t tsk with which he was 
entrusted In a letter to his father he writes 

This expedition if attended with success m ly cn ible me to do great things 
It is b> fai the gi indest of m> undei takings I go with gieat foices and great 
authonty 

Yet he was not altogether certain of success 

‘1 am not so ippiehensue of the Nabob of Bengal s fi)rees as of being 
recalled by the news of v war, or cheeked in our pi ogress b> the woods and 
swampiness of the country, wh eh is represented is almost impassable for a 
tram of irtiller> 

It IS curious to obser^ the contrast between the behaviour of 

' See Renault 6 opinion on the state of aftairs in Bengal (Vol 1 p 211) and 
Lawsi^Xol III p 173) 

Vol I p 239 

I-etter to Mr Mabbot {Vol I , p 228) 


* Il id p 227 
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tht Councils of Fort William and Fort St. George The former, 
\acillating and uncertain, could not provide even for the necessities 
of the daj, whilst ‘the latter, as brave men always will, drew 
inspiration from the disaster which, had befallen their country 
and w hich it was their happ} lot to av enge and repair The> felt 
they were running a great risk owing to the preponderance of the 
hrench forces in Madras, but this onl} suggested the possibility 
of delivering a deadly blow to France in Bengal Clive speaks of 
the coming war with France not merely as possibl) hmdenng the 
expedition to Bengal, but as certainl} givirg him a chance to 
capture Chandernagorc,^ and as soon as thev knew that war had 
been declared the Select Committee wrote to Bengal 

We hue desired Mr W itson if he thinks it prictic'ible to dispossess the 
i rench of Chandernagore not doubting but it will be of infin te service in >our 
iff ms Should vou be of this opinion wt desne that you will enforce our 
1C ( mmendatu n 

This letter reached Bengal onlj on the 13th J inuarv, 1757 

\ol I p 233 

This was on the 13th November (\nl 1 p 30..) \ ol I , p 30.. 



CHAPTER \I 


THE EXPEDITION TO BENGAL 

‘ After a tedious and difficult passage our quick progress has occasioned 
a general consternation ’—Clive * 

i6th October Ol!) the i6th October- Admirals Watson and Pocock sailed with 
* 73 ^ a fleet of five. King’s ships, the Kent, Cumberland, Tyirer, Salisbury 
and Bridgewater, the Blaze^ hreship, and the Company’s ships 
Walpole and M arlborougk Another armed ship belonging to the 
Company, the Protector, having arrived after the departure of the 
fleet, was ordered to follow, and did so on the 27th of the month. 
Two more country ships, the LapwDig and Bonettci, were also 
despatched carrying a small number of sepoys 

It appears that the vessels were victualled and watered only for 
SIX weeks, which, considering that the Delauare made the passage 
in hfteen days,'‘ might have been thought sufficient ; but in the 
days of sailing ships everything depended upon the weather, and the 
delay which Admiral Watson had recommended for the health 
of the troops had the disadvantage of exposing the fleet to baffling 
winds. The Protector, by taking a different course,^ managed 
to^rrive in the Hugh at the same time as the fleet, but even then 
her voyage occupied a month and a half.^ 
lothNovem By the loth November it was realized that the voyage was 
going to be a tedious one, and the squadron was put on two- thirds 
allowance On the 15th the seamen and military were reduced to 

* Vol II pp 8g 90 ^ ■ Vol III p. 30 

^ Thisj vessel proving leakj, was^dered back on the i6th November (Vol, III., 
P 11 ) 

** 2ist July to 4th August (Vol III , p. 19) The Dekuine took only a week 
from Madras to Culpee 

“ Ins fomuil, p 97 note 

• 27th October to 12th December (Vol III,, p 23) 
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half rations of provisions. Scurvy began to appear on the ships, 
especially amongst the seamen. On the i6th November the 
Marlborough, sailing very slowly, was lost sight of by the fleet. 

On the ist December the Cumberland struck on the reef off Point 
Palmyras, but was got off without damage. Two days later the Kent, 

Tygcr, and Walpole managed to round the Point. On the 4th the 
expedition was met by a pilot sloop, and took on board Mr. Grant, 
the pilot. The squadron was in great distress for want of water 
and provisions, and had many men down with scurvy. On the 
5th December the Admiral anchored in Ballasore Roads. Here sth-Sth 
he had to wait until the pilots, Messrs. Smith and Grant, were 
able to take the ships over the dangerous shoals at the mouth 
of the river Hugh. 

On the 8th the Kent, Tygcr, and Walpole weighed anchor, after 
the last mentioned ship had received a supply of rice from the 
pilot sloops. As she carried only sepo)s w^ho would not touch the 
meat provided for the British soldiers,^ she was in great want 
of provisions. The same day Messrs. Watts and Becher came on 
board as deputies from Mr. Drake and the Council, and informed 
the Admiral of the sickness amongst the British at Fulta, and 
that Major Killpatrick had now only thirty men fit for duty. 

On the 13th December the Admiral arrived at Culpee, and was 13 th Decern- 
welcomed by Messrs. Drake and Holwell. He wrote the next day^®’^' 
to Mr. Bisdom, and probably to M. Renault, informing them 
of his arrival, and warning them that, as he was informed 
the Nawab had demanded their assistance, he would look upon 
any help given to that prince as an act of war against Britain.^ 

Mr. Bisdom replied on the 19th welcoming the Admiral, and 
promising to observe neutrality ; but apparently no answer was 
received from M. Renault till after the recapture of Calcutta. 

The Admiral arrived at Fulta on the 15th December, where he 15 th Deoem- 
found the Kingfisher, the Delaware and the Protector, So far he 
had heard nothing for many days of the Cumberland, Salisbury, 

^ ' When the forces came from Madrass, by the unexpected length of the passage, 
they were greatly reduced for provisions, insomuch that there was no rice left for the 
Gentoo seapoys, and nothing to serve out to them but beef and pork , but though 
some did submit to this defilement, yet many preferred a languishing death by famine 
to life polluted beyond recovery Scrafton, ' Reflections,’ p. ii 

^ Vol. II p. 54. 
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Bridgewater, and M arlborough. The Bridgewater arrived on the 24th, 
and the Salisbury on the 25th, but the Cumberland and Marlborough 
had been forced to put back, thus depriving the expedition of some 
250 Europeans and 430 sepoys,’ with almost all the artillery and 
military stores. This was a verj serious matter, for there had been 
so much sickness at Eulta that of the Europeans from Calcutta and 
Major Killpatrick’s detachment of 200 men there were in all only 
about 100 men left effecthe.- 

Watson and Clive were immediately oftered seats on the Council, 
and the same day, the 15th, Clive opened negotiations by a letter 
to Manik Chand enclosing a draft of a letter for the Nawab. 
Manik Chand replied in a friendh manner, and sent down one 
Radha Krishna Malik a^^ his confidential agent. He also explained 
that Clive’s letter to the Nawab w^as w'ritten in a very improper 
tone, and forwarded a letter which he suggested he should copy.® 
To this Clive replied that a letter couched in the style recom- 
mended by Manik Chand might have been suitable before the 
capture of Calcutta, but w’as \ery ill-suited to a time when" 

‘we are come to demand satisfaction foi the injuiics done us b> the Nav^ab, 
not to entreat his Favour, and with a fone which we think sufificicnt to vindicate 
our claim.’'* 

i6th Decern- Qn the i6th Admiral Watson applied to the Dutch for the 
assistance of their pilots. This request, seeing that the English 
pilots were all at his disposal, w’as probably due to the character 
of the channel of the Hugh, which changes so rapidly that 
it IS necessary to watch it carefully day 1 )\ day, and it w^as 
the Dutch who had the privilege of buoying the Hugh.'’ Mr. 
Bisdom, however, was determined not to in\olve himself wdth 
the Nawab by premature action m favour of the British, and 
explained that five of the seven Dutch pilots were ill, and that 
no less than tw'ent)-four Dutch ships were under embargo at the 
Moorish posts of Calcutta, Muckwa Tanna, and Bqdge Budge 

^ It IS difficult to ascertain the ^ct number, as there had been a redistribution of 
the forces on board during the voyage. 

* Vol. II., p. Sg Mr. Tooke says (Vol I , p. 300) only 90 men A letter 
from the Dekmu says that 300 out of 320 soldiers carried 011 that ship died at Fulta 
(Vol. III., p 94) 

“ Vol.* II., p. 75. -‘/W.,p. 76. 


' Ihid . , p. 287. 
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on suspicion of carrying anchors, ropes, and provisions for the 
British.^ 

Watson and Clive now thought it necessary to address the 
Nawab directly, and this they did on the 17th in separate 17 th Decem- 
letters of an unmistakably threatening character. It is certain 
he received these letters, but it is doubtful whether he made any 
reply.2 

Watson was eager to advance up the river, but he had as yet 
little more than half his force. All he could do was to send up 
the Kin^HshcY to reconnoitre, as it was feared that the passage at 
Tanna might be blocked by sunken ships.** In fact, it appears 
that one Hubboo Syrang, one of the Company’s old boatmen 
who had been forced into Manik Chand’s service, was appointed 
for this duty, but managed to a\oid acting on his orders, so that 
the ships afterwards found the passage clear.** 

In the meantime even this short delay was affecting the health 
of the men. Clive made every effort to obtain information, but 
fell ill of fever, and had to leave all the preparation of the land 
forces to Major Killpatrick.** It was not until the 25th that the 
pilots reported that the state ot th^ river was favourable for the 
ships, and even then, probably owing to the late arrival of the 
Salisbury, the advance did not begin until the 27th. The sepoys 27 th Decem- 
were ordered to march overland, contrary to Clive’s wishes* as 
the roads were by no means suited for troops, but he was not at 
this time in a position to have his own way. On the 28th the 
sepoys reached Mayapur, where they were joined by the Company’s 
troops, and on the 29th arrived at Budge Budge. Here the troops 29 th Deoem., 
halted near the river-bank in a position where they could be seen 
from the mastheads of the ships, but could not see the Fort, as 
they were themselves surrounded by bushes. Clive had been abso- 
lutely unable to obtain any trustworthy intelligence, and without 
his knowing it the enemy were encamped within two miles of him.*^ 

The greater part of his little army was thrown out in different 
directions, when the small force under his immediate command — 
about 260 Europeans — was suddenly attacked by a body of 

^ Vol. II., p. 72 * Ihtd , pp. 70, 71, 86, 1 14, 173. 

Vol II , p 73 < Vol III., p. 346. Vol II., p. 73. 

® Ibtd., p. 97. ^ Ibtd , p. 98, 
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2,000 men, whom Manik Chand had brought down The fighting 
lasted for half an hour, the enemy, who were 

* presumptuous fiom their triumph over us at Calcutta ^ 

sheltered by trees and bushes, showing great boldness, but they 
were driven off, and the arrival of the King s troops, who had 
been landed for the attack of the Port of Budge Budge and had 
heard the firing, made Clive’s position safe The British lost one 
officer. Ensign Charles Kerr and nine private men killed and 
eight men wounded The loss of the enem} was about 200 killed 
and wounded including four officers of rank Manik Chand him 
self received a bullet through his turban In describing this fight 
Clive writes — 

* I cannot take upon me to \e my sent ments abc ut oui future success against 
the Nabob in the open field the little atfa i ab \e 1 enti^ned \as attended with 
eveiv disadvantage n ( ui side a numbei of h uses jungalls bushes etc 
which this country stems full of str\ed is i t e fo the enem> all :)ur sepoys 
and the choice of ou Eu opcins absent ui ca ntn n a mannei useless 

Nothing is more conspicuous in Cli\c s pri\ itc letters than the 
extreme caution with which he expresses an\ opinion as to future 
success 

The skirmish it Budge Budge toDk place ibout mid da} The 
fleet, ^ the Tyger leading hid arrived before the I ort shortly before 
bam, when the I ort opened fire upon her The fact that the 
enemy commenced hostilities was duK noted later by the Council 
and Colonel in their letters to the Nawab and his subjects as a 
justification for the action of the British The enemy were quickly 
driven from then guns and the King s troops landed to attack the 
Fort Captain Coote wished to make an assault at once, but his 
superior officer, C iptain Weller, landing, and word being brought 
that Colonel Clive was engaged with the enemy it became neces- 
siry to go to his assistance When the skirmish was over Clive 
went on board to consult the Admiral, and at 7 p m the latter 
sent Captain King ashore 4 kth 100 stamen to stoim the Fort the 
same evening but Clive ordered Captain Coote to postpone the 
attack until next morning he and Major Killpatrick being utterly 

* berafton s Reflect ons p 59 \ol III p 33 

J Vol II p 98 * \ol III p 4 “ Vol II pp 84 124 
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worn out by the long march of the previous night. Captain Coote 
remonstrated, and was sent to ask the Admiral for orders. Whilst 
he was on board, about ii p.m., a drunken sailor named Strahan^ 
waded through the moat, climbed the ramparts, shot or knocked 
down the first men he met, and cried out that the Fort was 
captured. In a moment his comrades had followed him, and the 
nitucs were either killed or driven out. Coote sadly remarked 
in his Journal : 

1 hus the pi ice was taken without the least honour to anyone ^ 

Captain Campbell in the Company s service was shot by some 
of the soldiers as he was calling on them to cease fire for fear 
of hitting their own men who had alread) entered the Fort, and 
foui of the King’s soldiers were wounded. With this trifling loss 
the British captured a fort which 

Wcib evtreineU well situated for defeme, and had the idv intage of a wet ditch 
lound It, but was badly provided with c innon is we found only eighteen guns 

Next day the Fort was demolished, and the troops re-embarked 3oth.3i8t 
in the evening. The sepoys remained ashore, and continued their 
march by land the whole of the 31st. 

On the ist January, 1757, the fleet anchored between Tanna 1st January, 
I ort and a new mud Fort^ on the opposite bank. A French ship^^^^ 
lying here saluted the fleet with nine guns.*^ This gave rise to the 
rumour that the French had assisted the British in the attack on 
Tanna, but as a matter of fact the enemy abandoned the forts as the 
ships approached. The British found in them about forty guns, 

‘ ill mounted on good carriages, most of them the Company s ** 

In the night the Admiral sent the boats up the river to set fire to 
a ship and some vessels which lay under the Fort, and were intended 
to be used as fire-ships. This duty was successfully executed.^ 

At hve in the morning of the 2nd January the Company ’s troops 2nd January, 
v^ere landed, and with the sepoys marched on Calcutta. Admiral 
Watson, thinking two ships enough for the attack, ordered the 

^ I es Journal^ p loi and Vol III , p 92 ^ Vol III p 41 

* Vol II p 197 Another account says twenty-two guns (Vol III p 34) 

* Aligarh {Vol III , p 34) ® Vol III , p 2 

* Vol II p 197 Another account says fifty six guns (Vol III p 35) 

" Vol II., p 197 
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Salisbury to remain as a guardship, to prevent the enemy reoccupy- 
ing Tanna Fort, and proceeded to Calcutta with the Kent and Tyger 
alone. The latter was fired at from the batteries on the bank 
below Calcutta, but these were deserted as the ships advanced. 
About half-past ten they came opposite Fort William, and in 
a few minutes the enemy were driven out with such precipitation 
that the landing-parties from the fleet were able to make prisoners 
of only a few of the native soldiers.^ On the British side three of 
the King’s soldiers and six sailors were killed. In the Fort ninety- 
one guns and four mortars were taken. 

Captain Coote was now sent ashore with a garrison of King’s 
soldiers, and orders not to give up the place to anyone without the 
Admiral’s permission. Accordingly, when the Company’s forces 
approached and the sepoys were about to enter they were refused 
admission. The sentries, however, admitted Colonel Clue, who 
requested Captain Coott to make over the place to him as his 
superior officer. C aptain C oote pleaded the Admiral’s instructions, 
and asked permission to refer the matter to him. This was done, 
and Captain Speke brought back a message^ to the effect that if 
Colonel Clive persisted in staying in the Fort the Admiral would 
be forced to resort to measures which would be disagreeable to 
both of them. Cli\e refused to retire, but oflered to make over 
the Fort to Admiral Watson if he w^oiild himself come ashore. 
Captain Latham, who was a mutual friend of both the Admiral 
and Clive, succeeded in persuading the Admiral to agree to these 
conditions, and the absurd quarrel was at an end.’^ 

. On the morning of the 3rd January Admiral Watson came 
ashore, received the keys from Clive, and made over the place 
formally to Mr. Drake and the Council of Fort William. This 
enabled Mr. Drake to say later on that he had been restored 
to his position by the authority of the Admiral.* 

The quarrel between Watson and Clive is of importance only 
as showing the difficultiej^Nhich the latter had to surmount in this 

> ‘ At ten minutes past ele\en the Kent sent a boat manned and armed to search a 
French sloop we suspected was carrying off the Europeans who had escaped from 
the Fort (Vol III , p 3) 

^ Vol II , p 77 This is not quite the same as threatening to fire upon him, 
which IS Clive's own version of the story (Vol. Ill , p. 309). 

* Ibtd , p. 96, and Vol. IH , p. 309. Vol II., p 154. 
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expedition. Ciive vsm met n milxtairy but practically a 
Company’s He (Uei^ore suffiftred^'not only from the 

friction that it^vsMnb^ showed itself when the naval and 

military services were acting together, but also from that ignorant 
contempt which the King’s military offfeers exhibited towards the 
Company’s. Added to this, the independent powers given him by 
the Madras authorities rendered him obnoxious to the Council if 
Fort William, especially to men like Holwell,^ who felt thjat the 
distrust shown towards them was largely due to no fault Of their 
own, but to the weakness of Drake and his companions. Clive, 
though he was himself a heavy loser by the capture of Calcutta,^ 
could not understand the behaviour of the Bengal civilians^ and 
it w^as equally inexplicable to others of the relieving expedition. 
Surgeon Ives writes that when the squadron arrived at Fulta the 
people there, in spite of the miseries they had endured, 

‘when ue sau them first, appeared with as cheerful countenances as if no 
misfoi tunes had happened to them 

In fact, the only effect of their sufferings was to make them 
anticipate the sweets of revenge. They looked upon the Madras 
forces as if they had been sent merely to restore their ruined 
fortunes, whereas Watson and Clive considered that they hftd 
come to revenge the \ictims of the Black Hole and to obtain 
compensation foi the losses of the Company. Consequently we 
are not astonished to find Clive writing : 

‘ The loss of private property, and the means of recovering it, seem to be the 
only object which takes up the attention of the Bengal gentlemen,’^ 

whilst the latter soon came to regard him as a kind of personal 
enemy, and one who, whilst seeking to benefit the Company, 
cared nothing for their private wrongs and sufferings. Accord-' 
^ugly, they strove to make a friend in Admiral Watson, and to 
create bad blood between him and the Colonel. Clive suspected 
Holwell of being the chief mover in this intrigue, whilst both he 
and Killpatrick seem to have felt a kindly pity and even liking for 

‘ Vol. II., p. 132. 

^ ■ My loss by the capture of Calcutta is not less than £2.500, so that hitherto I 
am money out of pocket by my second trip to India ’ (Vol. II., p. 210). 

® Ives' Journal, p. 97. * Vol II., p. 96. 
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Drake. Clive wrote to Mr. Drake, senior, that if his nephew had 
erred he believed it to be ‘in judgment, not principle,’^ and 
Killpatrick to the Directors that the President was ‘ perfectly 
attached to their interest.’^ It is even more curious to find that 
as late as the end of 1758 Clive writes in terms of disapprobation 
of Holwell, and in praise of Manningham, Frankland, and Sumner, 
who had all shown the white feather during the siege. 

^ Vol II., p. 186 - Ibid p 164 



CHAPTER XII 


HUGLI, CHITPUR AND THE TREATY OF THE 
9TH FEBRUARY 

W h It 'in limy of Fnt,lishnien w is capable of doing -Admirai Watson * 

1 HI British found Calcutta in rums The P'ort was much 
damaged, Government House, the Barracks for the Company’s 
servants, and the Laboratory hid been burnt. Part of the 
eistern curtain had been pulled down to make room for the 
mosque built by the Nawab. Outside the Fort the Church, the 
Company s House, the houses of Messrs Cruttenden, Eyre, and 
R mine had been burnt , m the other European houses the 
furniture, doors, and windows had boyen used for firewood , even 
the wooden wharfs along the river had been destroyed.- The native 
pirt of the town had suffered probably even more severely , parts 
of It were burnt by the British, parts b\ the Nawab s troops, and 
the whole of it, except a few houses like that of Omichand, over 
which the Nawab’s flag had been hoisted, had been plundered. 
^ ot the Europeans were prepared to welcome any change after 
1 ulta, and joyously resumed possession of their old homes, so that 
h\ the end of January visitors found Calcutta a very pleasant place. 
f)nc of the new comers writes 

I he people are all agreeable, \ astl> free tnd verv obliging to everybody 
nee introduced, vou aie aUays known to them, and >ou dine and sup where 
' >u please after the first visit without any ceremony Provisions are vastly 
t heap, and the best of all kinds of any Indian Settlement The houses are 

all large and grand, with fine balconies all lound them (to keep out the sun) 
'\hich make a noble appearance In about half a year’s time I imagine 

C ilcLittd will be once more m a flourishing state ® 


' Vol II p 212 ^ Vol I p 54 and Vol III , p 91 

J Vol III , p Ql 
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and-3rd, 

Januaiyi 

J757* 


And yet the residents were all so nearly bankrupt that Council had 
to write to the Court of Directors asking that the ordinary laws 
against debtors might be suspended.^ As a further measure of 
relief, those persons who claimed to have owned Company’s bonds 
and could procure any evidence of the fact were paid their interest 
and granted fresh bonds, whilst Committees were appointed to 
examine all claims brought for payment for military stores and 
provisions sent into the Fort before the siege, and also into the 
losses of private individuals during the Troubles. Whatever the 
Madras authorities might advise and Clive attempt to achieve 
in the making of a Peace with the Nawab which should simply 
recoup the Company for its losses, there was hardly a man in 
Calcutta who was not determined that some way or other restitu- 
tion should be obtained for private losses as well. This feeling 
will be found influencing all the public proceedings of the Council, 
and probably suggested those private donations by Mir Jafar to 
the leading men in Calcutta which caused so much question in 
England later on. 

As has been said, the Admiral handed over the Fort to Mr. 
Drake and the Council on the 3rd January. They had already, 
on the 2nd, drawn up in the name of the Company a Manifesto 
or Declaration of War against the Nawab, and requested the 
Admiral to do the same in the name of the King. This he 
did next day. These documents” recapitulated the ill-treatment 
suffered by the British at the hands of the Nawab, the hostility 
shown by his officers at Budge Budge, Tanna, and Calcutta to 
Admiral Watson, and w’arned the natives and foreign nations in 
^Bengal to give no assistance to the enemies of the British, whilst 
they offered protection to all natives who would join them. It was 
evident that the Fort could not be defended against a second 
attack, so on the 6th January the Select Committee ordered the 
destruction of all the houses round the Fort, and Colonel Clive 
and Captain Barker were instructed to submit a plan of defence, 
which they did on the i Ai. At the same meeting the opposition 
to Clive’s independent powers began to show itself more boldly, 
and it was determined to send a remonstrance to Madras on the 
subject. 

» Vol. II.. p. 192 * Ibtd., pp. 83 , 86 . 
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It was now thought necessary to take precautions against the 
French, for the rumour of war in Europe was in everyone’s 
mouth.^ In spite of their kind treatment of the British at 
Cossimbazar, Dacca, and Chandernagore, it was universally be- 
lieved that the French had assisted the Nawab, and it was expected 
that they would do so again. The Portuguese in Calcutta were 
Catholics ; they had behaved badly in the siege, and as it was 
feared they would help the French in time of war, the Council 
determined to prohibit the public exercise of the Catholic religion 
in Calcutta. The Catholic priests were accordingly expelled from 
the town." As they could no longer use their Church, it was 
taken over by the Protestants,*^ and both the Company’s Chaplains, 
Messrs. Bellamy and Mapletoft, being dead, Mr. Cobbe, Chaplain 
of the Kent^ was appointed Chaplain of Calcutta.^ 

Manik Chand, the Governor of Calcutta, had, as we have seen, 
a narrow escape from being killed at Budge Budge. His presence 
there at all was probably due to that contempt for the Europeans 
which was so openly shown by the natives after the capture of 
Calcutta, but his experience at Budge Budge was sufficient to make 
him change his opinion. He made np stand at Calcutta, but hastily 
betook himself to Hugli, whence he sent word to the Nawab at 
Murshidabad that the British he had now to deal with were a very 
different kind of men from those whom he had defeated at Calcutta. 
What had most terrified Manik Chand and the natives generally 
w'as the firing of the heavy guns on the big ships. Nothing so 
dreadful had ever been known in Bengal, and the most extra- ' 
ordinary ideas were entertained of what the ships could do, 
many supposing that they would ascend the river even as far as 
Murshidabad. Admiral Watson and the Council, however, thought 
that something more substantial than these vague fears was 
necessary to re-establish the reputation of the British in Bengal, 
and so two plans of operations were discussed. One was to send 
a party of sailors by river to Dacca, apparently to seize thaf 
town, and possibly to set up one of the sons of Sarfaraz Khan, 

' Vol II , p. 97. 

- Ibtd , p. 190. The laws of the Company regarding the Catholics were already 
sufficiently severe (Vol. I., p. 298). 

Hyde, ‘ Parochial Annals of l^ngal,’ p. 116. * Vol, II., p. 190. 
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who were prisoners there, as a rival to biraj-uddaula the other, 
easier and more practicable, was to send a small expedition to 
Hugh and burn the granaries and stores which the Nawab had 
ordered to be collected near that cit}. As was natural, this was 
the plan at last decided upon, whilst to protect Calcutta itself 
nth January, dive, on the iith,** constructed a fortihed camp just outside of the 
town and north of the Maratha Ditch, near Barnagore, so as to 
prevent the Nawab advancing directly upon it ^ His reason for 
taking up what he himself calls a very hazardous position was 
simply a choice of the least of evils It was, he sajs, 

‘preferable to continuing in the Fort rh is in a most wretched defenceless 
condition in itself, and ill the houses lound it in such numbers that I almost 
despair of its being m ide defensible in an> time * 

The country in which he estiblished his camp was then 
very wild, and Surgeon Ives tells us that whilst Clive was 
surveying the ground for his entrenchment, a wild buffalo 
attacked his guard and killed one of the sepoys before it could be 
despatched. 

Clive was still in a state of doubt regarding the prospects of the 
campaign. 

‘ From the slight trial we h ive hithertc had of the enemy we cannot form a 
judgment what suc(css wt may promise ourselves igiinst them, deficient as 
we are of our tomplement of men artillery and stores the e\ent must needs 
be doubtful 

One feels, sometimes, a suspicion that this apparent uncertainty 
vvas not realh felt by Clive, but was assumed in order to 
persuade his correspondents to send him reinforcements. Wel- 
lington in the Peninsula resorted to the same device. 

8th January, On the 8th January Clive s position h id been improved by news 
of the arrival of the Marlboi ough in the river.^ The full value of this 
reinforcement may be judged by the fact that, owing to sickness, 
Jie had now only 300 Eur||eans of the Company’s troops fit for 

* This IS only referred to in the Records (\ ol II p 175). 

- Vol III p 36 ‘ Vol II , p 176, and Vol III , p 58 

^ Vol II , p 95 ' Ives Journal p iii note 

” Vol II , p 90 7 Ibid p 92 
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service.^ The MaHboroughy with between 300 and 400 sepoys and 
all the field-guns, arrived at Calcutta on the 19th or zoth.^ On 
the 2ist Clive was joined by the King’s troops, whom the Admiral 
sent ashore at his request, and having at last got them under his 
own command, he wrote to Mr. Pigot that he intended to keep 
them as long as they might be wanted.*^ 

\Vc must now follow the expedition against Hugh. On the 4th Jmuwy, 

4th January 130 of the King’s troops, the grenadier company 
<ind 300 sepoys, under the command of Major Killpatrick, were 
embarked on board the BndgeiLater (Captain Smith), Kingfisher 
(Captain Toby), and (Captain Warwick). Captain King was 

m command of a landing-party composed of seamen.'* The same 
day the Bridgewater went aground off Perrin’s Garden, and was 
not got off till late in the afternoon of the 5th, when she got up5tk January, 
to Harnagore.^ This was a Dutch Settlement, and the British 
being unacquainted with the river above Calcutta, Captain Smith 
asked for the assistance of the Dutch pilots. As the Dutch would 

not give him any, on the 8th he sent on board the Dutch vessel January, 

Ik Ryder and carried off by force one of the quartermasters, whom 
he compelled to pilot the ships.*^ The delay caused by the ground- 
ing of the Bridgewater and waiting fbr a pilot at Barnagore allowed 
news of the expedition to get up to Hugh. The native merchants 
lemoved their plunder and goods, some inland, others to the 
Dutch Settlement at Chinsurah."^ It was even said that the Dutch 
allowed the Fanjdar of Hugh to take the guns out of their Fort to 
use against the British.^ 

On the 9th the latter passed the French Factory at Chanderna- 9th January 
gore without the little fleet paying the French the usual courtesy 
of a salute, and, after firing a few shot at a force with which Manik 
Chand® was trying to relieve the garrison, they arrived just below 
the native Fort about three miles higher up, and landed a party 
of troops. The latter set to w'ork to burn the houses round them 
and to block up all the approaches to the Fort, and then lay wait- 
ing in Coja Wajid’s garden until the ships which had anchored 


‘ Vol II., p. 124. “ Ibid , p 200, and Vol. III., p 24 

* Vol. II , p. 133. ^ Ibid , p 199 ’ Vol. Ill , p. 35. 

‘ Vol II , pp. 82, 98, 109. ” Ibid , p. 175. 

® Ibid , pp 81, 99. Vol III , p. 13 
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close in shore and begun a bombardment should have effected a 
breach. This was completed by evening, and at 2 o’clock in 
the morning of the loth the Fort was stormed by the land force. 
The enemy had been decened by a false attack, and the stormers 
entered without any serious opposition As soon as they were 
inside, the defenders took to flight, though they numbered 2,000 
men.i 

The nth January was spent in plundering the houses round the 
Fort, and on the 12 th Captain Cootc was sent up to Bandel to 
protect the men -of-war’s boats, which were searching the creeks 
for vessels belonging to the enemy He burnt one of the great 
granaries in a village three or four miles above the I ort, and had 
to fight his way back for over a mile, bring the houses behind him 
as he passed. 

From this time on to the i8th the troops were occupied in 
pillaging the native houses, even entering some within the Dutch 
Settlement on the plea that they belonged to subjects of the Nawab, 
or that property belonging to Ins subjects or plunder from Calcutta 
were concealed in them. Mr. Bisdom entered into an angry corre- 
spondence with Admiral Watson, and the Admiral sent up his own 
Captdim to discuss the matter with him, but the sailors ashore 
could not be restrained, and Mr Bisdom, though he protested he 
had not sheltered any of the Nawab s men, and that he had issued 
orders by beat of drum that no propertv belonging to the British 
was to be brought into the Settlement, rather weakened his case 
by confessing that it was easy for the native inhabitants to deceive 
him, as the Settlement was an open town 

♦ ‘Anyone miy come and go without its coming to our kno\s ledge from \Nant 
of servants and watchmen, not to mention the fact, as well known to youiself 
as to me, that it is always possible to buy the sei vices of the natives for a penny 
or so , wherefore I am greatl) astonished that you ascribe my powerlessness in 
the matter to a want of sincerity in the obser\ance of the neutralit) and the 
maintenance of the published prohibition 

Mr. Bisdom’s position v^ indeed one to be pitied His pilots 
had brought up the Britisl^ and it was useless for him to protest 
to the Nawab’*? officers that they had been forced to do so, 


* Vol III p 42 


- Captain Henry Speke (Vol II p 199) 
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cspeciall} whilst he appeared to allow the British sailors to 
plunder the houses of native inhabitants of the Settlement It 
was certain that the British must soon retire, and it was not 
known what vengeance the Nawab would take upon him As 
earl} is the T3th the Dutch Council ordered all the women to 
go on board the ships, ^ but the British would not allow the vessels 
to 1( 1' e the town 

At hst on the 19th, having destroyed all the Nawab’s forts and 
^ran iries the British embarked and returned to Calcutta, ravaging 
the banks of the river on both sides and onl} barely respecting 
French territor} The same di} the Nawab armed at Tribeni, 19th January, 
1 little abo\e Hugh 

1 he natives of the countr} had now had a taste of what British 
troops could Qo The s ulors especnlly h id giv en them an example 
of unheard c f courage and recklessne'^s It has been ahead} related 
h w a single British sailor took the Fort of Budge Budge and 
now an eye witness wrote 

The ourage of the Adm lals sailors is almost mciedible Ihieeoi four 
with the r uthsses \\ 11 attack fifty or more of the enemy who ire stiuck with 
su h ipinnic it the s i,ht of them thit thc\ run from them whene\ei they sec 
them omin^ the salois being deteim nted neithci to g ve noi receive aqy 
luiitti 

Noi were the Madras sepoys anvway behind the Luropeans 
They had been taught to fight by Clivt, and now they fought side 
by side with their European comrades, engaging any odds with 
the moat dauntless courage ^ The Nawab, however, still trusted 
in hib good fortune He had started from Murshidabad as soon 
as he heard of the attack upon the Fort at Hugh , but his army 
showed many signs of unwillingness to march, and so he took the 
precaution of accompanying his preparations for attack by the 
pretence of asking the French and Dutch to mediate between him 
and the British It was apparently under his orders that the 
beths w rote to Clive® on the 14th remonstrating against the violence 
used by the British at Hugh," and this was followed on the I7th^ 
by a letter from Coja Wajid proposing that the French might be 

‘ Vol II p 102 ^ Ibtd pp 120 I2I * Vol III p 92 ■* Ibid p 91 

’ Clive had written to many of the chief persons of the Court asking for assistance, 
but up till this time few had thought it necessary to reply (Vol II p 126) 

• Vol II , p 104 ^ Ibid p no 
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the medium of negotiation between the British and the Nawab.^ 
2S8t January, On the 21st Clive replied to Coja Wajid in terms evidently intended 
to frighten him, for he referred very plainly to the loss Coja Wajid 
had already suffered from the British in the plunder of his property 
at Hugh. At the same time he enclosed a copy of the demands made 
by the British,- and offered to accept the mediation of Coja Wajid 
and the Seths. The Dutch also had offered their services, but the 
Admiral did not wish to accept their mediation as they were ‘ only a 
Republic,’ and promptly declined it," whilst Clive did not wish for 
the mediation of the French, who, he suspected, were at war with 
the British in Europe. However, on the 21st January there arrived 
at Calcutta two gentlemen — Messrs. Laporterie and Sinfray — 
deputed from M. Renault. They acquainted the Council that 
they were not authorized to propose terms on behalf of the 
Nawab, but were prepared to act as mediators and to forward any 
proposals the Council might make. Accordingly they were verbally 
informed of the proposals already sent to Coja Wajid, viz.: 

(1) That the British should receive complete reparation for all 
their losses. 

(2) That the Company should be allowed the full exercise of all 
its privileges in Bengal. 

(j) That the British should have the right to fortify their 
Settlements as they pleased. 

(4) That the Company should have a Mint at Calcutta. 

,26th January. On the zOth January the French Deputies brought back a reply 
from Coja Wajid asking that these proposals might be put into 
Persian, and expressing his opinion that the Nawab might agree 
/to grant the first three demands, but as the Emperor alone could 
sanction the privilege of coining money the fourth was impossible. 
This reply, of course, did not bind the Nawab in any way, 
and was only a device for gaining time by prolonging negotia- 
tions, for the demands of the British were for everything that 
had caused the w'ar, and no one dreamed that they could ask 
more even if they wcre^|D beat the Nawab in battle, which as 
yet they had not done. The Deputies found the British firm, 

^ It IS not al^vays easy to follow the course of these negotiations. The Select 
Committee (Vol ll., p. 207) had left the negotiations with the Nawab to the Admiral 
and Clive, but these two gentlemen do not seem to have always consulted each other. 

- Vol. II , p 126. ^ Ibtd . pp. 130. 131, 175. ■* Ibid., p. 175. 
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ind as they could effect nothing more, they returned to 
Chandernigore. Meanwhile on the 23rd the Admiral received 
i polite letter from the Nawab, and on the 24th ^ the Armenian 
Coj i Petrus brought a letter from the Nawib’s ‘ prnatt Minister 
isking Clive to make his proposals direct to the Nawab, which 
convinced Clive that he was now in earnest, though at this very 
time the Nawab was writing to M Renault pretending great anger 
with the British for refusing the mediation of the French, and 
declaring that without it he would make no terms with them ® 

On the 27th the \dmiral wrote to Siraj-nddaula advising 
punishment of the counsellors who had instigated the excesses 
he had committed, but this letter produced no effect As the 
N iw lb approached Calcutta he was encouraged in his hopes of 
ouccess by the same signs that had accompanied his first march 
The sick and women were put on board’* and tht natives were 
hiirrving from Calcutta probably out of fright, but M Law sug- 
gests th it the\ had been expelled by the British to deceive the 
Niwab On the 2nd February Clive submitted t the 
Committee a letter from the Nawab asking for envoys to be 
sent to his Dm bar Messrs Amyatt and Hastings were accord- 
inglv deputed to make not only the demands transmitted to Coja 
Wajid, but also three additional ones, to the effect — 

(1) Thit the Nawab should not demand or molest any of the 
merchants or inhabitants of Calcutta , 

(2) That the dai^tak of the British should protect all their boats 
and goods passing through the country , 

(3) That articles to the above effect should be signed and scaled 
bv the Nawab and his Ministers 

It must have been evident to everyone that both the Nawab and 
the British intended to bring matters to a derision by force, the one February, 
pretending readiness to receive proposals, the other asking more and ‘757 
more on each new occasion. Meanwhile the Navvab’s forces were 
steadily approaching Calcutta On the 14th January they had been 
found by the Brahmin Rang Lai at Nya Serai On the 19th the 
Nawab was at Hugh Here he seems to have halted for some time, 
probably to inquire into the behaviour of the French and Dutch. 


> Vol II p 1^3 
Vol III pp 17 24 26 


J It Id 


» Ibid p 185 
® loid p 182 



BENGAL IN 1766 67 


exliv 

Before the British attack on Hugh, M Law, looking forward to 
the war with England, had steadily cultnated his favour, and 
h-^d been promised a parudna ver> favourable to the French 
But when the Nawab heard that the French had allowed the 
British fleet to pass Chandernagore without bring on it, he was 
furious, and tore up the parwdna Apparentl} the failure of the 
French Deputies to persuade the British to allow of their media 
tion now con\ meed him that he had been mistaken At any rate, 
he pretended to believe in their lojilt} and slowl> proceeded on 
his march On the 25th his vanguard under his brother was at 
Cowgachi,^ and on the 30th January the Nawab himself crossed 
the river at Hugh'’ On the 2nd Februarj as we have seen, he 
sent a messenger — Coja Petrus— to Clive asking for the despatch 
of envovs, but he did not wait for a repl} M Law points out that 
the Nawab ought never to have marched down to Calcutta'^ As 
long as vv ar lasted the British could do no trade ind could obtain 
provisions onlv with difficulty He ought therefore to have pro- 
longed the war, where is he did the very reverse and so-^layed 
into the hands of the British Though his messenger was still 
3rd February, vvith Clive, on the 3rd February the Nawab s army began to 
dehle past his (Clive’s) camp towards Calcutta Eyre Coote 
puts the number of his treops at 40,000 horse and 60,000 foot, 
50 elephants and so pieces of cannon The British force was 
711 foot, 100 artillerymen with 14 si\ pounder field-pieces, and 
1,300 sepoys ^ As the Nawab s messenger had promised that he 
would await Clive s reply at Navvabganj,^ this advance of the army 
looked like treachery, more especially when some of the vanguard 
entered the town by the Dum Dum Road and began plundering® 
Lieutenant Lebeaume was sent with a small force to drive these 
latter out, which he effected successfully, and ibout 5 p m Clive 
himself sent part of his forci to harass the enemy on their march 
and ascertain where they were encamping A brisk but indecisive 
cannonade followed until sunset when Clive withdrew his forces 
to camp 1 he same evet^fcg he received another letter from the 

^ Vol II 133 Stewart p 515 

'« Vol III p 181 Wf rf p 43 

® About twenty miles from Calcutta (Scrafton s Reflections p 63) 

« Vol II p 210 
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Nawab, and determined to despatch Messrs. Walsh and Scrafton 
to him with the Select Committee’s proposals. They started on 
the morning of the 4th, but found he had left Nawabganj, 4th Fdsrtitt^ 
and it was not until evening that they were brought to him 
Omichand’s garden in Calcutta itself.*^ Scrafton writes : 

\t seven in the evening the Soubah ^a\e them autlience m Omichund’s 
^uden, where he affected to appear in great state, attended by the best- 
looking men amongst his officers hoping to intimidate them by so warlike an 
issembly ’ 

The Deputies were referred to the Nawab s Ministers for an 
inswer. They demanded that the Nawab should withdraw to 
Nawabganj, which the Ministers refused. They then ask^d for a 
private interview with the Nawab, but he pretended to be afraid of 
assassination, and declined. Accordingly they asked for permission 
to withdraw, which the Nawab granted, but bade them first see 
Jagat Seth’s Agent, who had 

something to communicate to them that would be very agreeable to the Colonel.* 

What this was is not known, but the Nawab had given orders 
that excuses were to be made to detain them, as he intended to 
attack the Fort next day. Suspecting his design, they retired to 
their tents, put out their lights as if they had gone to sleep, 
made their escape in the darkness, and joined Clive in camp. 

He determined at once to surprise the Nawab’s army in the 
morning. On the 21st he had persuaded the Admiral to 
place the King’s troops under his command, and Watson had 
already promised him a body of sailors if he should need them. 

Clive had been in the highest spirits since the capture of Hugh, 
and looked forward to the conflict with the certainty of success.* 

At the same time immediate action was necessary, for all his 
coolies had run away, and he could obtain supplies from the Fort 
only by water.* Clive felt 

if something was not done, the squadron and land forces would soon be 
starveo out of the country. ^ 

* It IS asserted by ♦he French that the Deputies were sent merely to spy out the 
camp (Vol. HI , p 162) In the Seir Mutaqhenn ’ the work is said to have been 
done by a native spy (Vol 11 p 221) Native tradition has it that the spy was the 
man afterwards so well known as Raja Naha Krishna 

“ Reflections, p, 64. • Vol II , p. 209. * Ibtd ,p 238 * Vol lll.,p. 3*0. 
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He immediatel} wrote to the Admiral to land the sailors. The 
Admiral had already sent up the Salisbury^ to cover the camp, 
and on receiving Clive’s message he sent Captain Warwick ashore 
with 569 men.- They landed at Kelsall s Octagon at i a.m. on 
5th February the 5th At 2 a.m they reached the Colonel’s camp, and found his 
troops under arms The whole force used in the attack numbered 
500 rank and file, 800 sepoys, 600 sailors, and 60 artillerymen A 
start was made almost immediately, and the little army reached the 
Nawab’s camp to the north-east of Calcutt i about daybreak. As 
is common at that period of the year, a heu} fog came on soon 
after sunrise, and the battle was fought in great confusion. The 
British, after repulsing one or two bold atticks of the Persian 
ca\alry, forced their wa\ through the enenn s camp, without the 
natives daring to come to close quarters, until they came opposite 
to the Nawab’s tents in Omichinds garden The Nawab 
himself was ntarl) suiprised, and is sud to have escaped with 
difficulty About q a m the fog began to lift, ind the British 
who were outside the town found themsehes exposed to a 
cannonade from the nitives, who hid lined the Maratha Ditch 
Howeier, though they had to leave behind two guns which had 
broken down — a third was saved by the gallantry of Lnsign York^ 
— they forced their way southwaid is far is the Bungalow, where 
they came upon the gieat road or avenue which leads directly 
west to P'ort Willnm Here the fighting ce ised, and the British 
marched unmolested to tht 1 ort which they reached about 
noon About 5 in the evening they retuined to camp. Thus 
ended a skirmish which was much moie bloodv than the decisive 
battle of Plassev Ihe British had lost 27 soldiers, 12 sailors, 
and 18 sepoys killed, 70 soldiers, 12 seamen, and 55 sepoys 
wounded^ In then losses were included several officers Captains 
Bridge and Pve and Clive’s Private Secretaiy, Mr Belcher, were 
killed , Captain Gaupp, Lieutenant Rumbold, Lnsign William 
Ellis (a Company’s servant), and Keshai bingh, commander of 
Clive’s sepoys, were wou||^ed On the othei hanef, the enemy 

^ \ol II , p 211 

* Ibid p 253 The sailors had to draw the guns and complained to the Admiral 
that the> had been used as coolies (Vol II , p 395) 

* Vol III p 45 * Ibid p 39 * \ol II p 214 
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had lost 1,300 killed and wounded, amongst whom were 22 officers 
jf distinction, and also a number of elephants, horses, camels, and 
bullocks 

At hrst the effect of this skirmish upon the Nawab’s mind was not 
kno\% n in Calcutt i, and the Admiral wrote to biraj-uddaula that the 
itt ick was merel} a specimen of what English soldiers could do, ^ 
whilst Cli\e s ircdsticall} remarked that he had lieen cautious to 
hurt none but those who opposed him hiom what M Law says 
it appears that these letters were inteipretcd to the Nawab as threats 
t ) t ike him prisoner and send him to England/ On his march 
down lu had found man\ of his soldiers, and even some of his 
rtticers,"* unwilling to follow him, and the latter took advintage of 
the hea\> losses they had alread> ouffered ind the alleged threats 
)f the British to persuade tht Nawab to peace Ihe N iwab was 
forced to agree, and thus gave another of the man> accepted proofs 
of his cow irdice , but in the absence of an> dehnite information, 
we cinnot speak positivelv as to his moti\es Some accounts say 
th it he fl d from the field of battle and w is onl\ brought back 
after the British had retired by the threats of his officers that the 
whoU army would disperse if he did not rejoin it , whilst others 
issert that it w as he who rallied the tr6ops as soon as the fog cleared, 
ind that if he had been pioperly supported Clive would not have 
b( en ible to efic ct his retreat in safetv ‘ Whatever may be the true 
reason, he agreed to a Peace, and Jagat Seth s broker, Ranjit Rai, 
w rote to Clive the same day , diplomatically informing him that what 
had happened would not be allowed to interfere with the negotia 
tions At the same time the Nawab s army decamped towards the 
Salt Lakes, so as to put a safe distance between it and Clive’s forces. 

I his made Admiral Watson suppose Ranjit Rai’s letter to be merely 
I trick, and he urged Clive to pursue and attack the Nawab, even 
hOing so far as to suggest that Clive should call a Council of War ® 
To a man of Clive’s character this was an insult, but he submitted, 
and apparently the Council of War supported him in his opinion 

^ ^ol II p 212 ^ Ibid p 213 ** V ol III p 183 

* Scrafton says that Mir Jafar was one of these (‘ Reflections p 66) 

“ 'Vol III p 183 Ibid p 246 

^ Some writers say there was fresh ne^^s of an attack threatening from Delhi 
(\ol II pp 223 239) 

“ Vol II p 215 
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<jHi^ibruary,that a further attack was unnecessary. On the gth Clive received 
another letter from RanjTt Rai, which appeared to show that the 
Nawab was trying to postpone a decision, and therefore replied 
peremptorily, demanding that the Select Committee’s proposals 
should be accepted at once.^ The Nawab complied immediately, 
and formal agreements were exchanged between the Nawab and 
his Ministers on one side, and the Admiral and the Council of 
Fort William on the other. 

This Treaty was shortly to the following effect : 

1. All privileges granted by the Emperor of Delhi to the British 
to be confirmed. 

2. All goods under the British daUak to pass free throughout 
Bengal, Bahar, and Orissa. 

3. The Company’s Factories and all goods and effects belonging 
to the Company, its servants or tenants, which had been taken by 
the Nawab to be restored; a sum of money to be paid for what 
had been plundered or pillaged by the Nawab’s people. 

4. Calcutta to be fortified as the British thought proper.^ 

5. The British to have the right to coin stccas. 

6. The Treaty to be ratified by the Nawab and his chief officers 
and Ministers. 

7. Admiral Watson and Colonel Clive to promise on behalf of 
the English nation and Company to live on good terms with the 
Nawab so long as the latter observed the Treaty. 

It will be seen at once that the Articles of the Treaty^ are 
substantially the same as the demands of the Select Committee ; 
but the manner of the Nawab’s acceptance is neither clear nor 
Satisfactory — ^.g., in reference to the demand for restitution for 
the losses of the British, the Nawab only promised to restore or 
pay for such property as had been entered in his own books,® 
thus taking no account of the property that had been plundered 
by his soldiers or which had been secreted by his officers. This 
was made the subject of further demands. 

In addition to this no 4 |otice was taken in the Treaty of the 
losses of private sufferers, but the Nawab verbally promised a sum 
of 3 lakhs* for This purpose, and also, it seems, a particular sum 

* Vol. II , p. aig. * lind., p. 215. » Jbtd., p. 216. 

* Ibtd, pp 239, 308. The actual words are ' for the Company’s other losses.' 
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to recoup Colonel Clive and Major Killpatrick for their persona! 
losses, and 20,000 gold mohurs to be distributed amongst the leading 
persons in Calcutta for their good offices in arranging the Treaty.^ 
The last-mentioned was unknown at j:he time to the parties con- 
cerned, and a mere trick of RanjTt Rai to get a handsome sum 
for himself. Clive mentions that the latter brought presents from 
the Nawab to the Admiral and himself, but there is no mention 
of money until later on.- Finally, the Nawab also agreed to a 
European envoy being sent to Murshidabad. 

There was, however, one matter of which the British could 
not obtain a satisfactory settlement. Clive had proposed to the 
Nawab’s envoys an alliance against, and an immediate attack 
upon, the P'rench.^ To this the Nawab would not agree, but he 
weakly wrote to both Watson^ and Clive, promising that he 
would hav'e the same friends and enemies with them. These 
letters the British held to be as binding upon the Nawab as the 
Treaty itself, and his refusal to carry out his private promises 
they considered to be a breach of the Treaty. 

No sooner was the Treaty signed than the Select Committee 
began to regret that they had allo^ved the Nawab such easy 
terms, and asked Clive to call a Council of War to consider 
whether the British were not strong enough to force him to grant 
better ones.^’ The Council replied that, all circumstances con- 
sidered, it was not advisable to press the Nawab further, and so, 
fortunately for the credit of the British, the Committee deter- 
mined not to break the Treaty which it had only just signed. 

We have seen that Clive’s relations with Admiral Watson were 
not of the most friendly nature. On the other hand, he met 
with equal hostility from the Council. Having entrusted the 
negotiations with the Nawab to Watson and Clive, they had 
sufficient leisure to brood over their grievance against the Madras 
authorities for investing Clive with independent powers. They 
not only wrote to Madras and to England complaining of the 
indignity thrust upon them, but they chose the critical moment, 

^ Vol. II., p. 381. Ihtd , p. 240. 

^ Ibid.^ p. 240. In Watts’ ‘ Memoirs of the Revolution in Bengal,’ p. 27, it is 
stated that news of the war in Europe arrived at Calcutta on the loth Felnruary, 
hut, as we have seen, it was known before bjr both French and English. 

V|ol. II., p. 220. ® Ibid., p. 222. ® Ibid, 

I 



cl 


Bi:,NGAL IN 1766.1J7 


when the Nawab was marching upon CMcutta^^to harass Clive 
himself, and on the i 8 th January dOTanded ^that he should 
place himself under the orders of the Council of Fort William 
both as to the plan of military operations and the conduct of 
negotiations. In reply on the 20th January, Clive politely but 
firmly informed them that he would consult them in every way 
possible, but could not give up the authority he possessed to any- 
one but the Council of Fort St. George itself.^ 

In spite of all his vexations Clive’s delight in his victory was 
intense, and he now ventured to give reins to his ambition. In 
a letter to his father he writes that in all probability his success 
has saved .the Company, and that it is his wish to be appointed 
Governor-General of India.*^ 

^ Vol. 11., p 123 . 243 
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THE CAPTLRL OF CHANDl RNAGOKL 

An unexpressible blow to the French Company ( i nh ^ 

Wr hive seen that even before the of Caleutt i the French 

were reported by the British '.pies to have given ssistance %Q 
the N iwab, that a number of deserters from their n ilitary force 
served him under the commana of a French (\ officer, and that 
the reports sent home by the 1 rench i f the quarrel with the 
Naw ih were considered by the British to be not only unfriendly, 
but untiue On the other hand, those of the British who had 
been captured by the Nawab s forces and made over to the French, 
or who had escaped to Chandernagore direct, had met with the 
most humane treatment In other words, there existed in Bengal 
betv\ten French and British much personal esteem and kindly 
friendship, combined with an almost exaggerated commercial an^i* 
political hostility The reinforcements sent from Madras came 
animated by feelings much more uniform in nature, for in the last 
war Madras had been captured by the French, and the instructions* 
sent to Lally by the East India Company had been intercepted 
and showed that the French intended to behave with the utmost 
severity if they were successful In the mind of every soldier, as 
in that of Clive, there was the hope that, the native Government 
once beaten and rendered powerless to interfere, they might be 
able to strike another blow at their old enemy France. 

What had M Renault and the French in Bengal to rely on ’ 
The personal gratitude of a few individuals not of the highest 

^ Vol II p 307 

* Their comments on the British after the capture of Calcutta were so extravagantly 
unjust that the Prussian Agent Mr Young was disgusted with them (Vol I , p 63) 

* Orme MSS , O V , ay, pp 29 33 

cli 1 2 



BENGAL IN 1766 67 


E)ecember 

1756 


dn 

rank,^ and the neutrality which had been customar} in Bengal 
Everyone knows for how little personal considerations count in 
national quairels, and as regards the neutralit}, a nation that had 
not observed it m the South of India had no right to complain if 
Its enem> infringed it in the Last The French, conscious of 
their weakness, fully expected this, as we see from the letters of 
Messrs Renault, Bausset and bournier, and Law asked himself, 

‘ What confidence could people ha\e in a neutralit} which had onl} 
been observed out of fear of the Nawab-.^ If the Naw ib had 
been once well beaten by the British, Law would ha\e accepted 
the position, and formed an alliance with Siraj uddiuh in spite 
of the insults the latter hid been pouring upon the Luropeans 
since his conquest of Calcutta^ Law s w is without doubt the 
wiser polic} from a commercial point of \ lew , for as long as the 
French could keep a footing, in Bengal howe\er humble it might 
be, the} might hope for better times This might be allowed 
them b} the Nawab, but would certainl} not be permitted b} the 
British M Renault, Director of Chandernagore and Chief of 
the I rench in Bengal, was unable to agree to the strong measures 
proposed b} Law, for though he had heard earl} in December, 
1756, from the Surat Factor} that war hid been declared in 
Europe on the 17th Ma}, he had no power to declaie war against 
the British in Bengal without the consent of the Superior Council 
at Pondichtrr}, and e\en if he acted without this authorit} he 
would be running a great risk with the small garrison‘d at his 
disposal As the Nawab could be convinced of the lo}alt} of 
the French onl} b} some overt act on their part against the 
British, It IS clear that M Renault was in a position from which 
it was almost impossible to extricate himself with either safet} or 
honour There appeared, however, one gleam of hope, and this 
was the fact that even after the arrival of the British squadron 
French ships were not onl} allowed to pass without molestation,^ 
but their salutes were cour^ousl} retuined^* It seemed as if the 
British wished for a neutrSt} 

^ Vol I , pp 48 59 68 
II ti pp 204 206 229 andVol 111 p 244 
Vol 111 p i"8 * Vol I p 210 and Vol III p 175 

'■ \ol II , p 5j ® One hundred and forty bix men (Vol III p 244) 

^ Vol II pp 59 115 « Vol III p 4 
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It has been said that one of the pretexts of the war between the 
Nawab and the British had been the erection of fortifications by 
the latter, and that immediately after his accession he had sent 
orders to both French and British jto desist from making fortifica- 
tions and to pull down all new ones. The French, according to 
Holwell,' having completed their Fort by the erection of tht 
rennining bastion, were able to desist immediately, and to inform 
the Nawab that the} had made n3 new ones, whilst the Nawab s 
messengers, being well treated, in other words biibed, made 
so favourable a report that he said no hing mc^re about the 
matter \\ hen Siraj-uddaula had taken C alcutta, and there seemed 
everv probability of the French having to tight him in their turn, 
Ren lult thought it necessary to examine into the condition of his 
artiller), and managed, with some difficulty, to get it into a state 
of efficiency His garri&on was weak, but fortnnatel} the French 
hast Indiaman, Saint Centest, had come into port, and the captain, 
De la Vigne Buisson, was ordered to stay ind add his crew to the 
defenders of the Fort In those da}S all sailors knew how to 
handle guns, and De la Vigne Buisson and his men took charge of 
the artillery and formed the most efficient portion of the garrison. 
The Nawab, after his return from Purneah, seems to have aban- 
doned his suspicions of the French, or at any rale to have thought 
the lesson he had given them in his treatment of the British would 
prevent them from attempting any resistance to his commands, 
and so did not pay much attention to what they were doing. 
Accordingly, even before he heard from Surat that war had 
actually broken out, M Renault began to clear the ground round 
the Fort by destroying some of the houses to the north which, 
like those round Fort William, were so close as to command it.® 
It was probably to cover this that on the loth December he sent 
news to the Faujeidr of Hugh that a British squadron had arrived, 
or was about to arrive, in the river This news must, I think, 
have reached him by the Danae, a French ship which had just 
arrived at Chandernagore.® 

Such was the state of affairs when Watson and Clive came up 
the Hugh. From Culpee it is probable that Watson wrote to 

' Vol II , p 8 and Vol III p 1C4 ^ Vol III., p 165 

^ Vol I , p 307 * Vol II p 68 » Ibtd p. 59 
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Renault as he had done to Bisdom, but the French Chief 
apparently made no reply until Calcutta had been retaken and 
the expedition to Hugh was just about to start. He went on 
clearing away the houses round the Fort,^ and, still in ignor- 
ance of the British re-capture of Calcutta," two French deputies, 
4 th January, Laporterie and Sinfray, were despatched, and on the 4th January^ 
* 757 - found the British in possession of the town. They congratulated 
the Admiral on his success, and inquired his intentions regarding 
the maintenance of neutrality in Bengal.* It must be here 
observed that though the French had positive news from Surat of 
the outbreak of war and its proclamation at Bombay, Watson did 
not receive word of this from Madras till the 12th January.*'’ He 
must, however, have been certain that the news was on its way, 
and as the French had raised the question of neutrality, he 
naturally presumed that the Chief and Council at Chandernagore 
had authority to negotiate. Accordingly, though he asserted that 
the French had broken the neutrality in the last w'ar and had 
lately assisted the Nawab,® he offered them an alliance, offensive 
and defensive, against the Nawab.’ They said this w'as impossible, 
and the Admiral replied that in that case 
‘ he would be forced to try his luck.'" 

6th January, On the hth January the Select Committee at Calcutta heard 
from Mr. Surgeon Forth, who was still at Chinsurah, that Coja 
Wajid had received new'S from Surat of the public proclamation 
of war at Bombay, and that the French were busy fortifying 
Chandernagore.'* This is probably the first definite new's received 
by the British, for the next day the Select Committee resolved to 
write to Admiral Watson asking him to arrange for a neutrality 
with the French ; but they did not actually send their letter until 
the loth, and by that time the French deputies had already taken 
13 th January, their departure. On the 12th Admiral Watson replied somewhat 
angrily that he had offered the French an alliance offensive and 
defensive, and that he couW not, consistently with his duty, modify 
these terms. On the otTOr hand, he said he would commit no 
breach of neutrality as long as there was any danger of such action 

* Vol. II , p‘h7 Ibid , p. 114 ^ Ibid., p 91. 

’* Vol. Ill , p. 269 ® Vol II., p 200. Ibid., pp. 1 14, 1 15. 

" Ibid., pp gi, loi, Ibid., p. 1 19. ^ Ibtd., p 87 
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being harmful to the interests of the Company.^ In accordance 
with these sentiments, when on the same day he received copies of 
His Majesty’s Declaration of War against France, he wrote to ask 
the Committee w'hether they would prefer a simple neutrality, an 
alliance offensive and defensive, or war with the French.^ The Select 
Committee replied two days later that they would prefer the first.® 14th January, 
The French, on the dismissal of their hrst envoys by Admiral 
W’atson, had been in a state of great uncertainty as to what they 
should do, and when the British on the 9th sailed b_\ the French 
Factory, on their w’ay to Hugh, without saluting their flag, it was 
only the sense of the weakness of their forces which prevented them 
from firing on the ships. Towards the end of January the Nawab 
asked Renault to mediate between him and the British, and 
thinking that if his good offices were accepted it would be possible 
for him to insert in the Treaty an article guaranteeing neutrality 
amongst the Europeans in Bengal, Renault willingly accepted the 
task.*^ But, as we have seen in the last chapter, the British, after 
some discussion, ultimately refused the proffered mediation, and the 
Deputies w'ere about to return disappointed, wffien the British, in 
accordance with their letter of the 14th to the Admiral, asked them 
to reopen the question of the neutrality. Law' is probably perfectly 
correct in saying that the object of the Select Committee was to 
prevent a junction betw'een the French and the Nawab ; on the 
other hand, their present proposal may well have been an honest 
one, as they knew^ they were too weak to fight the French and 
the Naw'ab together. The deputies wrote to Chandernagore 
for instructions, but were ordered to return."* The Nawab was 
close upon Chandernagore, and M. Renault thought it unwise 
to incense him by open negotiations with the British, whilst, on 
the other hand, he could not join him, as he had just received a 
letter, dated 2bth November, 1756,’^ from M. de Leyrit, President 
of the Superior Council of Pondicherry, forbidding the only 
course of action which could have secured the alliance of the 
Nawab, yet ordering Renault to fortify Chandernagore and put the 
town in a condition to ensure it from being taken by sudden assault. 

De Leyrit sent Renault only advice — no money to carry it out, and 

^ Vol. II , p. loi. ^ Ibid , p 103 * Ibid , p. 105. 

^ Vol. III., p. 246 “ Ibid., p. 181. » Ibtd„ p 270. 
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practically no reinforcements. One does not know whether it was 
mere folly on De Leyrit’s part, or whether it was because he had 
Ho control over the French military — still, it must strike everyone 
as extraordinary that the British, who in Madras were inferior in 
men and money, should send so strong a force under their best 
fighting captain to Bengal, whilst the French, with their numerical 
superiority, could not spare even loo Europeans^ to protect 
the source from which Pondicherry and the French islands drew 
great part of their provisions and the major part of their trade.- 

Meanwhile, the Nawab pursued his course to Calcutta, and his 
army was utterly demoralized by the skirmish of the 5th February, 
jth February, Then followed the Treaty of the cjth, in which no mention was 
made of the French, and it was well understood that in his 
private letters to Watson and Clive, by asserting, that he would 
have the same friends and enemies as the British, Siraj-uddaula 
had given a kind of assent to the latter attacking Chandernagore. 
According to a Memoir of the time,® the day after the Treaty was 
signed with the Nawab news arrived of the war between Britain 
and France. As we have seen, it had been known to the Select 
Committee and to the Admiral nearly a month earlier, but it was 
now first allowed to be publicly announced, and the French were 
forced to make a final decision. In fact, the Select Committee 
pressed the Admiral to attack at once. He replied that the word- 
ing of the Nawab’s private letters did not justify him in doing so ; 
that owing to the great loss of men by sickness he must be sup- 
plied with reinforcements ; and, lastly, that the ships could not be 
moved up the river until after the spring tides. The matter was 
therefore dropped for the time. 

As the Nawab passed Chandernagore, humbled by his defeat, 
he sent friendly messages to M. Renault, repaid i lakh of rupees 
on account of the 3 lakhs which he had extorted the previous 
year, gave the French a pan&Hna granting them all the privileges 
enjoyed by the British, including those extorted from him by the 
recent Treaty, and even offe^|i them the town of Hugh if they would 
ally themselves with him.^ They accepted the money, but either 

1 Vol III , p. 244.. 3 Vol. II., p. 340. 

3 ‘ Memoirs of the Revolution in Bengal, compiled from the Papers of Mr. Watts,' 
p. 27 * Vol. II., p. 301, and Vol. III., p. 229. 
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declined the alliance outright or merely promised to resist any 
attempt of the British to come up the river Both the Dutch and 
the British fully believed that the French had entered into a 
secret alliance,^ and the British felt that if they were ever to settle 
hnallv with the Nawab the} must first crush the French The 
htter therefore must be held in play until steps had been taken at 
* M urshidabad to prevent t he N avvab from intt rfering v. onsequently 
when on the 19th M Keniult reopened the negctiitions for a 19th Feb* 
neutralit}, the British replied that the> w uld cons onlj if the 
Ccuneil at Chandernagore were authorized to conclude an agret 
meiit which would be binding on the Superior L juncil at Pondi* 
eherrv and on the French Kings officers It seems tn the face 
of it absurd that such a condition should be suggested after two 
months negotiations, vet upon eximination it w is found that 
M Renault and his Council had no such authf nty 1 he French 
ic^used the British of having trifled with them but for people to 
propose a treaty which the) know they have no authont) to con 
elude is not exactly plain dealing though it ma\ be good diplo- 
mac) It was the French who first proposed a neutrality 
The reason for the Nawab s condescension to the I reach when 
passing Chandernagore was not'merel) pique and the desire for 
revenge upon the British Either M keniult or M Law, with 
whom he entered into negotiations immediatcl) after his arrival at 
Murshidabad had informed him that Bussy with a strong force 
was marching upon Bengal This information, which no doubt 
the French believed, was to be used later on with fatal effect 
against them The Nawab wrote to Buss) for assistance 
W e must now retrace our steps a little One of the conditions 
privately accepted b) the Nawab at the time of the Treat) of the 
9th Februar) was that the British should be represented at his 
Court by a European The man chosen was Mr Watts From 
hs easy surrender of the Fort at Cossimbazar the Nawab had 
concluded that he must be a person of feeble character, who might 
be easily duped, and in his letter to Mr Pigot speaks of him as 

d helpless poor and innocent man ® 


^ Vol IJ p go and Vol III p 257 

J Vol I , p 196 


Vol II p 264 
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But Clive and the Council had formed a more correct opinion 
of his capacitv Scrafton writes 

‘Mr Watts being \ eiy ^\ ell \eiscd in the counln ind in their politics 

and customs iceompin ed the ^oubih to mend the fulhlhnis of the Treaty ^ 

The choice of Mr Watts was evidenth suggested b\ the 
Report of the Council of War, which decided the Select Com 
mittee not to lenew hostilities, but to send up in \gent to effect 
their object b} diplomacv 

The Select Committee give Mr W itts full ins.tructions as to 
his behaviour 

‘ \s man> things hive been omitted m tins I ieit\ and a s )me lequiic explain 
in^ to pie\ent fiituie c luses )f disputes ind ev is ons, 

he was to apph to the N iw ib on the following matters 

I. The privileges granted b) the Lmperor were to be entered 
in the Lmperor s books striet obedience to them to be publicly 
ordered , the villages granted to the Biitish b\ the I ai man to be 
delivered to them 

2 The Article of the Mint to be explained and extended 

^ The British to be illow ed to punish inv of the N aw ab s officers 
infringing their dczs/ciAs, vMthout w uting to complain to the 

4. Strict inquiiies to be mide into the losses of the Companv’s 
servants and private Liiropeins and restitution made either by 
the Nawab or those of his principal men who had plundered the 
Europeans vMthout his knowledge \n} servants of the Company 
who had taken ad\antage of the Troubles to defr lud the Company 
to be arrested Manik Chand to refund the fines he had inflicted 
^ 5 In case restitution for private losses v\ere refused, the Nawab 

to pay all debts due b} the British to his people 

6 The Courts of Justice established bv the Company’s Charter 
to be allowed b} the native Government 

7 European Agents of the Compan} to be received politely 
at the Darbai , and without being required to mike an} presents 
to the Nawab or his office 

8 The Nawab to erect no fortifications on the river below 
Calcutta. 


berafton b Reflections p 68 


\ ol 11 p 222 
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9 Ihe Patna Factor} to be reopened without pa}ment of an} 
present to the Da} bet) 

10 The Nawab to order his officers to restore all l)ooks, papers, 
ind accounts belonging to the British ^ 

With Mr Wyatts as his adxiser and agent went Omichand 

L\er since the expulsion of the British from C alcutta it seems that 

Omichand had being doing his best to provide a itmedy for hi'^ 

own miscalculation of his influence ovei the Naw ib Captain 

Mills tells us he gave food to somt of the lefugee and he ver> 

quicklv entered into communications with the Secret Committer 

at Fulta b} means of Coja Petrus and Abraham Jaeobs It was 

b} his advice that the} sent letters to M inik Ch ind ( o)a W^ajid, 

Ja^at Seth, and Rai Durlabh, for the favourable reception of which 

he prepared the wa} He constantl} sent infoimatuin to the Corn 

mittee, but when it was first rumoured that the Biitish were leturn- 

iiig he betook himself to Murshidabad On the .ioth Janu ir} his 

goods in Calcutta were sequestered on suspicion of treason, and 

apparentl}, though sent down b} the Nawab to Calcutta, he 

was himself put under confinement On the 2bth Januar} 

Omichand wrote to Clive to entreat his favour*^ This Clive 

grmted soon ifter, and the Committee seem to have released 

Omichand, on his good behaviour, to accompan} Mr Wyatts" 

When Mr Wyatts airived at Hugh on the 17th Ptbruarv he sent 17th 

° ^11 r J ruary, 1757, 

Omichand to see the I anjday, Nandkumar The latter mtormed 

him of all the transactions between the N ivvab and the French,^ 
and was easil} brought over to the British interest On the 21st 
Watts arrived in camp, and had in audience with the Nawab*^ 

He immediatel} bribed Rajaram the Nawab s head spv , and ascer- 
tained from him the Nawab s secret intentions, and also that the 
British could onlv hope to govern the Nawab through his timidit}, 
as he had not the slightest intention of fulfilling his promises.^^ 

^ \ol II pp 225227 P ^^7 

^ See Consultations of Secret Committee India Office fasiim 

^ Public F roceedings 20th January 175'’ 

« Vol II p 174 ® P 227 

^ Nandkumar was only officiating as Faujdar His object in intriguing with the 
British was to obtain his confirmation 

® Ihd , p 228 and Watts Memoir p 29 

" Watts ‘Memoir p 31 Ibtd p 33 " Vol II, p 255 
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The errand Mr. Watts had been sent upon was a very difficult 
one, he had not merel\ to obtain the fulfilment of the Treaty, 
but to have it interpreted in the most f^'enerous manner possible, 
and also to contrive the Nawab’s acceptanct of several other 
articles which, if they had been touched on at all, were not 
included in the actual Treaty.^ He found himself strongly 
opposed by the French, who were indebted to Jagat Seth to 
the extent of £yo,ooo, so that nothing could be done at 
Murshidabad against their influence except 

in the mode of the Court — that is, by opposing coiruption to corruption 
making friends of the mammon of unrighteousness, and getting upon e\en 
grounds with those with whom we were obliged to contend ^ 

Finding this the only means of doing business at Murshidabad, 
and being further advised thereto by Omichand, Mr Watts seems 
to have had no hesitation m playing the game in the Oriental style. 

On the 1 8th February Clive had crossed his army over the 
Hugh to be ready to march upon Chandernagore, if the Nawab’s 
permission could only be obtained. This had forced Renault to 
act, and on the 19th he wrote, reopening the question of neutrality. 
His proposals were received on the 21st in Calcutta, and on the 
22nd came letters from the Nawab to Watson and Clive forbidding 
them to attack the French, and asserting on French suggestion 
that the British were only waiting for the Rains to attack him in 
Murshidabad He therefore demanded they ‘should dismiss their 
ships of war The suggestion that the rainy reason would mark 
the recommencement of hostilities was extiemely plausible, for 
everyone who had considered the question— Scot/ Rannie,® and 
Orant^ — had pointed out the facility with which the country 
might be overrun by means of the rivers during that season. 
Council thereupon promised to obey the Nawab and open nego- 
tiations for a neutrality, but they vNrote to Mr Watts to impress 
upon the Nawab the faithlessness and untrustworthiness of 
the French. Whilst the Nawab was writing to the British 
not to interfere with %e French he was restrained from 

^ Vol II p 225 

‘ Watts Memoirs of the Re\olution p 27 N B —There are two editions o£ 
this book— 1761 and 1764 * Vol II pp 229, 230 

Plan for the conquest of Bengal (Orme MSS , vol vi , 1487 1499) 

' Vol III p 391 •' M . p 383 
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^ending a force under Mir Jafar to assist the latter only by the 
craft of Omichand who explained that it was the French who 
were the real aggressors and not th British that the latter 
smcerel} desired peace whilst the former were calling Bu^s). into 
the countr\ to break it This craft\ irgument convinced the 
Nawab foi the moment and he dismissfd Hakim Ing and others 
of the anti British faction from his C ourt This was -^atisfaetor) so 
far but on the 2:)th hebruar} \\ itts wr )te t Calci tt i that it was^JtlJ Feb* 
impossible to rel} upon the Nawal and that it w ild be wise™^^ 
to attick Chandernagore without deli> is influenced b\ Manik 
Chind and Coja Wajid the N iw ib hid a^ain rdt red Mir Jafar 
t march This adMce ai rived in Calcitti on tht iSth whilst 
the British and French were still diseussirij^ tlu powers of 
M Renault and his Council to sign i treitv binding upon their 
nation On the 4th March the Admiral declared himself dis-4tk5tb 
satished and refused to sign the I reatv ^ which had already been 
dnwn up Clive was in despair for the \dmiial would not make 
a treat) with the French because M Renault had not power to 
sign one and he would not attack Chandern igore because he 
had not obtained thi Nawabs permission Accordingly on the 
5th March he submitted a reqijest to the Select Committee to 
allow him to return to Madras, as he considered it disgraceful to 
negotiate with th French if the negotiations were nit intended 
to result in peace When the Admiral refused to sign the Treaty 
the French immediately wrote to that effect to the Nawab, pub 
lished a manifesto, and sent away their women and children to 
Chinsurah'' The Nawab ordeied a foice under Rii Durlabh to 
march at once 

On the 6th as the Admiral was still immovable, it was formally 6th Munch, 
debated in Council whether the British should attack Chander-^^^^ 
nagore or not,^ and Council decided to postpone all consideration 
of the Treaty until the Nawab had been appealed to again, as he 
had written to Clive explaining that the troops sent to Hugh were 
not to assist the French, but to keep order in the town, and to 
inform him that the Emperor s army was about to invade Bengal 

^ Vol II p 268 Ibtd p 259 

» Vol III p 258 I have not been able to find a copy of the manifesto The 
women, according to Clive, were nearly sixty in number (\ ol II p 302) 

* For Clive s account of this debate see Vol III p 31 1 
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The Nawab wrote that he proposed to march to A^imabad 
(Pdtna), and asked Clive to accompan\ him, offering him a lakh of 
rupees a month for his expenses ^ Onl> one member of the Council 
voted for the neutralit}. This was Mr Becher, who had been so 
kindl} treated bv the French when forced to surrender his Factory 
at Dacca 

At the same time, the Admiral had written on the 4th F^ebruary 
in terms of great anger to the Nawab, using words which vividly 
recall Mivirdi’s prophec} He demanded that everv article of the 
Treaty should be fulhllcd in ten davs, 

‘othLiwise, remember ^ou must answer foi the consequences ind is I ha\e 
alwa>s acted the open uniesened put m ill in> dealings with >ou I now 
acquaint >ou th it the lemundei of m\ troops which should have been here 
lon^ since (and which I hear the Colonel told >c)u he expected), will be at 
Calcutta in a few diys that m i few days more I shall despatch a vessel for 
moie ships ind moic Ik oj) ind th it / ;// I mill c// h / fl im ni ; uf 

C(U)itf\ i ill tl ) tn if ( shill mil 1 1 t t\t f ^in h hue 

well Kemembei tint he piom sts \oii th s who nevei \et 1 lol e Ins w )id with 
you or with any m in whitsoever 

C live had alicadv written on the -5th I^bruaiv ur^^ing Watts 
to piucurc dcliiiitc permission from the K iw ib, ind pointing out 
that without this neither he nor the '\dmiral could with honour 
bre ik the peace 111 Ikngal Whether it was the bf)ld words used 
b) W atson, 01, is the stoiv goes, the cr ift of (>miehand that over- 
came the Nawab s resist nice cannot be known W hat is s iid to 
hav e happened is that w hen asked b} biraj uddaul i w hy the Admiral 
had refused to sign the I leaty , Omichand replied th it he had been 
enrigtd at the duplieitv of the 1 rench in pretending to negotiate 
'a treatv which they had no authority to sign When this matter 
was discussed in the Nawab s presence by Messrs Wyatts and 
Law, the Nawab pioposed to write agun to the Admiral Law 
lecklessh remarked that the Admiral would not pa\ anv attention 
to his letters'* The Nawab s vanity was wounded, and in a 
ht of passion he ordered his Secretary to write to the Admiral 
permitting him to attOT^ the French The Secretary, who 
was in Mr Watts’ pav, wrote the letter immediately , it was 

^ Vol 11 p 270 The Nawab had made the same ofler tc the Admiral on 
the 22nd I ebruary (\ ol II , p 24^) 

- \ol II p 2/3 * Ihxi p 245 


^ Vol HI p 195 
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brought to the Nawab and sealed and despatched at once.^ This 

fatal letter, dated the loth March concluded as follows : loth March, 

1757. 

\oLi have undeistandin^^ and i,eneiosit\ if voui enemv uith an upright 
heiri, claims. \our prott turn, >ou will j^ivc him his 1 fe , but then )Oii must be 
well sitisfied of the innocence of his intent ons if net A itc\ei \ou think 
ii^jht that do 

» 

M. Law sa\s boldh that this letter w is not written b} the 
Nawab s orders but the letter was actudh writtui ard bore the 
Nawab’s seal The words quoted rtlcired \er} clearly to the 
leisons Omichand had gi\en for the \driirilV refusil to sign the 
Ireat^, and justihed Admiral Watson in the action he took He 
must have received it on the nth or i*.th, and on the latti r day ^^th 12th 
wrote to the Select Committee saving he had rec* ivtd a copy of 
His Majest} s Declaration of \\ ir, ixith (jdos fy ;/ the Admiralty 
ft p li it into Lxuuti u and icccrdinglv would send up his ships 
IS soon as the state of tht river permitb d 

\\ t have referred to the \aw ib s reejuest to Clivc to join him 
it Patna This gave Clive in excuse foi stirtmg, ind accord- 
mgh he joined his troops on the ^rd March On the 7th he 
wrote that he would assist theJs iw ib with pleasure that it vv ts 
dingerous to leave such enemies is the 1 rench in his rear, 
iccordmgh, it would be better to dispose of them first, and that 
he would v\ lit it Ch indernagure for instructions On the bth he 
vNTote to \ d,ndkumdr, ^ Laujdai of Huj^h, to inform him that he 
was coming, and to ask for provisions, and on the nth the Nawab 
wrote to si^ he had htard from Nandkuinar with pleasure of 
his intention to visit him This letter, is it were, corroborated 
that received bv the Admiral 

On the bth March the French deputies Messrs. Fournier, 8th March. 
Nicholas, end Le Conte, had bten sent hick to Chandernagore 
with a fresh proposal, evidenth intended to draw out the negotia- 
tions a little longer. There thev remainei until the lighting began. 

\bout this time" the British, whose weakness had been the 

* Watts Memcirs pp 38 30 \ol II p 279 

^ \ ol III p iqi note Scrafton s Reflections p 7c 

* Nandkum5.r promised to withdraw his troops from Chandernagore (Xol II 
p 2 bo) 

' Vol II , p 280 ^ Between the 4th and nth March 
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original cause of their entering upon negotiations with the French, 
had been reinforced by troops from Bomba} These consisted 
of 400 men,^ and brought up Cli\e*s forces to 700 Europeans 
and 1,600 sepo}s‘’ The Cumberland^ also had at last arrived in 
the Hugh, and, as she carried 300 soldieis, the British ma> well 
ha\e thought that the\ were strong enough to meet all their 
enbmies together , but that cunolis de^pondcncN which seemed to 
attack Clive so often on the eve of grc it events showed itself even 
now, and on the iith he wrote to his friend Orme in Madras to 
send all his mone} to Bengal in time to be remitted to 1 ngland 
b} the September ship« He seems to h ive realized that he was 
entering on v\hat might be i lon^ eimpaign thit he could not 
get back t M idi IS, md he knew onh t ( well how weak the 
British were in Southern Indii*^ If hus^v hid ittacked M idras 
or left i smill f rce in thi south ind m iichtd vMth the rest to 
Bengal he might h ive ch inged the wh k couise ( f events 

lo oppose Clive there were besides the blench gariison at 
Chindernagoie, s me ic cc ) men under Ku L)iirlibh-at Plasse} , 
4,000 or 5 000 men under Manik Ch ind still neirei, and i strong 
garrison under Nandkumii at Hugh but the 1 itter had alre idv 
been brought over to the ]>iitish inteiest b\ Omichand, ind 
though he sent 2 c o men to C h indcrn igoie the} were of no 
great service to the I rench At Murshidabid the French were 
supported bv i smill pirtv earefullv formed bv Law Amongst 
his friends he numbered Rai Durlabh, Coja W ajid, and Mohan 
Lai The hist hoisted himself the eonquerr r of the British at 
Calcutta, but his exploits at the skirmish of Chitpur had been 
limited to sharing in the flight, and he was now terrified at the 
idea of fighting Clive igain The second, Coji Wajid was an 
excessivel} timid man Probabl} at heait he preferred the 
French and cert iinlv sj oke in their favour in the Da) bar y^henever 
he could , but he had not forgotten his losses w hen the British 
plundered his house ^Hugli, and lest worse should befall him at 
their hands he betra^d to Clive the correspondence between the 
French and the Nawab The third, Mohan Lai Law describes as 
an extremeU able man but a thorough scoundrel He was very ill 

’ Vol III p 47 Vol II p 310 and Watts Memoir p 43 

\ol III p 247 ^ Voi II p Vol III pp 169191 
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at this time, it was supposed from poison administered by his rivals 
Thus the one man upon whom the Nawab relied to confirm and 
support his \acillating resolution was unable at this most critical 
moment even to speak to his master R) a strange iron} of hate 
he recovered as we shall see, onl} so far as to be able to do a fatal 
injurv to Siraj uddaula In the British interest ther seem to have 
been engaged all the more reputable members of the C ourt, though 
Law^ vv IS probabl} anti ipating when he placed am ng them Jafar 
Ah khan Khudadad Khan Lati, and the Seths \ far as can 
be seen these persons were disaffected to the Naw ib but it was 
Omiehand who acted as the Agent of the British, and as long 
as he lemamed S) the Seths md their friends wn not likel} 
tc le \er\ heart} in th( suppoit of the British ev n thoUs,di it 
was Kanjit Rai their agent whi had ne^jOtuted tl Freatv of 
ih gth hebruarv for the Nawab Law, however, visited the 
Seths ind from s me ineuiti us e\pn^ ions i atned thit they 
were alreid} planning the settii^ up ef an ther Naw ib This 
he cjnhded to Siiaj uddaula who onR liaghed it his discoverv 
It was under these difficulties th it Liw stiug^led at Murshidabad 
t btain the Nawab s support for the 1 lendi it Chandern i^ re 
\s he sLvs p itheticallv, the Seths 

inige 1 3 well tl it thev und 1 n the c cnine ill that 1 had ehe led n the 
m tn ng 

and behind the Seths was alw i}b Mr W atts 
W e must now leave Calcutta for Chandernagore Clive s forces sth March 
broke up camp on the Sth March ^ The I rench were immed^^^ 
diatelv informed of this and wrote to demand in expJination of 
Clive s approach to their town He replied on the 9th 

I ha e no ntention cf -icting ofTcisiel) aga nst > ui nat )n at present 
Whenever I have jou may be assuted I shall fianivl) iL^uiint you with it 

On the nth Clive charged the French with entertaining deserters mh^i4th 
from the British On the 12th he encamped two miles to the 
westward of Chandernagore, and the next da} havin^, determined 
to attack the French sen^ in a summons to M Renault to 
surrender No repl} was given, so on the 14th Clive read the 

\ol III p iQi ^ Ib d p 194 * Ibid p 192 

* Ibid p 47 “ \ ol II p 277 

K 
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Declaration of War to his troops, and began the siege by an attack 
on an outpost to the south-west of the Fort.^ 

The Fort of Chandernagore was by no means prepared to stand 
a siege, though Renault had done all that was in his power, 
destitute as he was of men and money, and without even a 
qualified engineer to advise him in the matter of fortifications.^ 
The artillery he had managed to put in order, ^ and ammunition 
had been purchased with the lakh of rupees which the Nawab had 
paid him after his defeat by the British on the 5th February. 
His garrison, howe\er, was hopelesslv inadequate against a Euro- 
pean enemy. In August, 1756, it consisted of onl) 85 Europeans, 
most of whom were foreigners, and not to be relied upon in a 
difficulty,* and though he wrote repeatedlv to Pondicherry for 
reinforcements,® he recened only 167 sepoys and 61 Europeans.® 
The foreign element amongst the Europeans was increased by a 
number of deserters from the British service, who enlisted with 
him after the fall of Calcutta, and he was able to form a 
company of (jrcnadiers of 50, one of Artillcrv of 30, and one of 
Marine of 60. To these he added a body of volunteers drawn 
from the Company s servants and the European and half-caste 
community After the loss of 10 men at the outpost first ittacked 
by Clive, Renault found he had 237 soldiers (including 45 P'lench 
pensioners and sick), 120 sailors, 70 half castes and private Euro- 
peans, 100 Company’s servants (merchants and ships’ officers), 
167 sepoys, and 100 topasses or half-caste gunners, forming a total 
of 794 fighting men of all ranks." The foreigners and deserters 
were not good material, and would give no assistance in completing 
the fortifications,'' whilst at the first sign of hostilities all the 
country people had deserted the colony 

The insufficiency of men was made more serious by the natural 

^ Renault asserts (\ ol II p jo-) that on the \erv da^ he made his attack Clive 
wrote to the Nawab that he did not intend to attack the 1 rench The best proof 
that this was not so is that Law makes no mention of the Nawab receiving any such 
letter Had Clive done so would certainly have been acquainted with it 

- Vol III p 26b ^ ^ Ibid p 245 

* Vol 1 p 209 andVil 111 p -6” Vol I p ^ji 

« Vol III p 244 

" Ibti p 272 Watts ( Vlemoir p 42) gives the garrison as 500 whites and 
700 blacks 

k Ibid , p 233 Ibid p 245 
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but unwise wish to defend the town, which led to a great waste of 
time in erecting outposts and barriers in the principal streets at 
some distance from the Fort,^ which might have been better 
expended on the Fort itself The latter was commanded by a 
number of houses, many of which Renault began to pull down as 
earl} as November, 1756, but sufficient were still If ft to enable the 
British musketeers to command the men at the guns. This was 
a fatal defect, for the French had omitted to strengthen the eastern 
curtain, which was the weakest part^ (f the Fort, under the 
impression that, by sinking some vessels in a narrow passage 
bdow, they could effectually prevent the approach of the British 
warships, and so in the terrible fight against Watson’s squadron 
the French sailors were shot down at their guns. The work of 
sinking these ships was begun as earl} as the i^th of March.* 

The passage itself was beyond the range of the guns of the Fort, 
but was covered by a small battery on the bink 

Clives attack was not very vigoious Ht knew that the 14th March. 
\dmiral would bring up his ships, and that in ittempt to take* 
the place by the land force only, which was unsupplicd with siege- 
guns, would only result in a heavy loss of life. Accordingh, he 
limited his efforts to driving in the outposts, which was effected 
on the night of the 14th On hearing of this, Nandkumar wrote 
to the N iwab tliat the place wa^. taken, and that the French were 
(juite unable to resist the British This information counter- 
balanced any representation that Liw could make is to the 
neeesbity of the Navvab reinforcing the French in his own 
interests, end, though he wavered from time to lime, orders to 
march were issued only to be immediately countermanded, and 
nothing was actually done to save the Fort After the loss of the 
outposts, the French found themselves deserted bv the 2,000 
Moors who had been sent by Nandkumar Tht quarrel WdS 
o be fought out by the French alone,‘ and Clivt’s whole object 
was to deprive them of all assistance from outside, to harass 

1 Vol III p 2jo Vcl I p 307 ^ Vol III p 232 

^ \ol II p 285 Other accounts say they volunteered 

1 think some of the Moors must have remained with the French, for Renault s 
fiRure of 167 sepo>s is very much below that given in all the English accounts — e g , 

Lyre Coote (Vol 111 p 50) sajs the French had 500 Europeans and 500 blacks 
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them in every vva), and keep them constantl} on the alert, so as 
to prepare for the real attack b} the ships 

Though there was not sufficient water in the river for the 
larger vessels, the Admiral had on the 12th sent up the Bridge- 
water and Kingfishcry which arrived at Cowgachi, three miles below 
Chandernagoie, on the 15th. Clive immediate!} informed the 
senior officer, Captain Tob} , that the French had sunk four ships and 
a hulk below the F ort, and had placed a chain and boom across 
the passage That night Lieutenant Rloomer cut the chain, and 
brought off a sloop that buo}ed it up The same da\ the Tyger 
(Captain Latham), the Kent (Captain Speke), and the Sahshuiy 
(Captain Martin) left Calcutta On the 19th the} arrived at the 
Prussian Octagon In the night Lieutenant Colville with all 
the boats of the fleet went up abo\t the Fort, boarded the French 
vessels, and towed them ashoie so as to prevent their being used 
as fireships. Some of the French ships — e s, , Captain de la 
Vigne’s Sami Conkst — had alread} been destrc)}ed b} the Flench 
themselves, as the} had not sufficient men to hght thejn, ind did 
not wish them to fall into the hands of the British 

The tides v\ere not }et favourable for the further movement of 
the big ships, and it was necessai} to examine the passage which 
the French had blocked. Fortun itel} , this had been done ver} im- 
perfectl} . News of the approach of the Bi idgcmaiei and Kingfii>her, 
or the presence of Clive’s arm} on the shore, had prevented the 
French pilots from sinking two large Company s ships, which 
would have completed their work,^ and the mists of those the} 
had sunk showed above water. There is a stor} that the secret 
of the passage was betra}ed to the British b} Lieutenant de 
Terraneau,- a French officer who had lost his arm in the French 
service in Southern India. He had quarrelled with Renault, and on 
the evening of the 17th took advantage of Clive’s offers of pardon to 
deserters who would return to their dut} and of rewards to officers 
who would go over to him He was the onl} French artillery 

1 \ol III p 259 

® ‘ beir Mutaqherm This story is corroborated on I think insufficient grounds 
by Malleson 

As this goes to press I have recened a letter from Mr J A G Gilmour who 
being then about ten years old lived in 1S45 ^ 

old man of eight) of this Lieutenant de Terraneau The old gentleman v^as in 
receipt of a small pension from the East India Compan) 
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officer, and so his desertion was a serious loss to his countrymen , 
but there was no secret connected with the passage to betray, for 
when Lieutenant Hey was despatched on the morning of the 20th 
b} the Admiral with a summons j:o Renault to surrender, he rowed 
between the masts of the sunken vc'^sels, and observed that ships 
could pass easil} if onl) they were well handled Renault and the 
Council, misled by the small damage done to the I ort by Clive's 
continuou'i bombardment, and trusting that the pissage had been 
effectually blocked, declined to surrender, but ofttred to ransom 
the town and Fort The Admiral refused to ircept these terms, 
and on the night of the 20th Mr John Delamotte, mastei of the 20th 23rd 
biio}ed thepassigc under a heiv> tire On th 21st \dmiral ^ '* 757 * 
Pocc ck, who had left the Cumberland at Hijili, and m his eager- 
ness to share in the hghting had come up in his huge, joined the 
Admiral, and hoisted his flag on the Tyger On the 22nd the tides 
served too late in the afternoon to suit the ships, and it was there- 
fore determined to attack early ne\t morning During the night 
lights were fixed on the masts of the sunken vessels with shades 
towards the Fort, so that they might act as guides to the ships 
w ithout being visible to the enejjiy About 5 o’clock 111 the morning 
of the 23rd March Clive stormed the French battery which com- 
manded the liver passage and the Kent, and Salii>bury passed 
the sunken ships without the slightest difficult) About 7am the 
hrst two placed themselves opposite the north-east^ and south-east 
bastions but the Sahsbuiy was unable to tike up a position where 
she could be of much use The hght was, therefore, left to the Tyger 
and Kent, each of which had an Admiral on board The hrst broad- 
side they hred drove the French from a battery they had erected 
on the riverside They regained the Fort with difficulty, and then 
for two hours or more there ensued a terrible cannonade between 
the ships and batteries The Kent was so badly damaged that she 
was nev er again ht to go to sea, and the Ty^cr suffered almo t as 
severel) , but the walls of Fort d’Orl^ans were m rums, the 
gunners almost all killed and the men were being shot down by 
Clive’s musketeers from the roofs of the neighbouring houses.® 

' Bastion du Pavilion 

The enemy had forty killed and seventy wounded m the Fort They must be 
allowed to have defended themselves with great spirit and resolution, and probably 
would not have submitted so soon if they had not suffered severely from Colon^ 
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Close by the ruined walls Clive’s soldiers were lying waiting for 
the signal to storm, and further defence could be only a useless 
waste of life. In this single day’s fighting the French lost two 
Captains and 200 other men killed and wounded. About half-past 
nine Renault hoisted the white flag, and Lieutenant Brereton and 
Captain Eyre Coote were sent to arrange the surrender. Articles^ 
were agreed upon, and were signed by the Admirals and Clive after 
some objection on Admiral Watson’s part to Clive being associated 
with himself and Admiral Pocock as receiving the surrender.^ 
Years later there was much discussion as to whether the land 
forces could have taken the Fort without the Admiral’s assistance,^ 
but It IS not necessary to discuss this question, as the reasons 
for Clive’s leisurely mode of attack have already been explained. 

The British forces lost fully as many men as the French. 
Clive had been careful not to risk the lues of his soldiers and 
so the loss was confined almost entireh to the fleet Admiral 
Watson not onl} showed grtat personal courage during the fight,'” 
but the attack itself was one of greit dating The rise- and fall 
of the tide in the Hugli is ver} con^derable, and it was obser\ed 
that at ebb the lower tiers of the ships guns were not avail 
able owing to the height of the banks* \s the passage between 
the sunken ships had to be m ide it high water it was necessary 
to take or at least to silence the 1 ort before the falling tide put 
the big guns of the ships out of action A French account 
says that the Admiral managed to effect his purpose b\ the 
narrow margin of half an houi 

On his ship, the Ktuty the Admiral in spite of the reckless waj ® 
in which he had exposed himself, w is unhuit, but all the other 
commissioned officers, except Lieutenant Brereton, were killed or 
wounded, the Captain being severeh , and his son mortall} , 

wounded b} the same cannon-ball In fact, the fire against the Kent 

Clives batteries and been still more galled b> the fire of liib mep, which in truth 
made It almost impossible for tJnp to stand to their guns (Watts Memoir p 46) 

^ Vol II p 292 fbii p 30J 

Vol III pp 312 320, 323, and also W atts Memoir p 46 

* The Admiral gi\es the following figures The hrench had 40 killed and 

70 wounde'd the British 32 killed and 99 wounded {\ ol II p 312) 

* Vol III p 115 fi Vol II p T31 

^ Vol III , p 265 8 Ibtdj p 115 
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uas so heavy that at one moment her crew believed her to be in 
flames, and were about to leave the ship when they were brought 
back to their duty by the reproaches of Lieutenant Brereton.^ On 
the Admiral Pocock was wounded, and man} of the officers, 
though the ship did not suffer quite so severely as the Kent, One of 
the officers writes that it was impossible to remember any engage* 
ment in which two ships had suffered so severely as the Kent and 
Tyger The sailors were exasperated at the fur} of the defence 
and the leniency^ of the Admiral to the defenders after the fighting 
was over, because when he had summoned Renault to surrender 
he had, in order to spare the lives of his own men, offered to 
allow the French to retain their private property and yet after 
so many of these had been killed he granted the French almost 
as easy terms as he had offered before the fight 1 he soldiers sent 
in to garrison the Fort began to beat the coolies whom they saw 
carrying off what they considered their rightful plunder It 
w IS only bv the p ly mcnt of small sums of monev that the French 
gentlemen succeeded in persuading them to let the coolies pass/ 
Iheir rage and disapp jintment impelled the soldiers to plunder 
whenever they found a chance the Church plate was carped off 
and the Trt isurv broken into At list Clivt found it necessary 
to hang*^ two or three of the soldiers and sepoys, and then to re- 
move his camp outside the town, so th it the men might be out of 
reach of the artacky or native liquor, which thev found in the empty 
native houses 

Whilst the Capitulation was being arranged two unfortunate 
events occurred which had very serious consequences for the 
trench, as they were looked upon as breaches of the laws of 
warfare The French accjdentallv , or as the soldiers asserted 
purposely set fire to some gunpowder, the explosion of which 
destroyed a large quantity of valuable goods, ^ and a number of 
the civilians and soldiers, including most of the deserters from 
the British, forced their way out of the north gate or Porte 
Rov ale, and attempted to escape to Cossimbazar ^ Some 40 of 
them succeeded in joining Law , the rest, to the number of 

Vol III p 2} See also /ifs Journil p 12} ^ Vol III p 27 

Ibid p 28 4 Ibid p -35 “ pp 28, 260 

« \ol II , p 338 7 Vol III pp 12 2b » Ihid p 234. 



clxxii 


BENGAL IN 1766-67 


about 100, were shot or captured. The former made up Law’s 
garrison to 6o Europeans. He was also joined by 30 of the 
sepoys from Chandernagore, whom the British had allowed to 
leave the town. A little later he received a further reinforcement 
of an officer and 20 men from Dacca, gind though his force was 
thinned by some desertions, he had when he left Murshidabad 
at least 100 Europeans and 60 sepoys.^ His position had at 
first been very weak, and he had asked the Nawab to send him 
his flag as a protection against the attempts of Mr. Watts. It 
was now the turn of the latter to fear violence. 

Whilst the British soldiers and sailors were grumbling, and the 
Dutch ^ wondering at the Admiral’s generosity, the French were 
complaining of the harshness with which they were treated by 
Colonel Clive. The second article of the Capitulation provided 
that the officers of the garrison should be liberated on parole ; the 
ninth that the French Company's servants should be permitted 
to go where they pleased with their clothes and linen. As the 
Company’s servants had taken part in the defence, Cl we con- 
sidered them to be members of the garrison, and before ht would 
allow them to leave tht Fort he required them to gi\e their parole 
not to serve against Britain during the course of the wai . Accord- 
ing to Clive’s account^ they gave this promise willingly, according 
to their own under strong protest. They were then permitted to 
depart, and retired, some to their friends the Danes at Serampore,** 
others to Calcutta; but M. Renault, his Council, and the leading 
Frenchmen went to Chinsurah, whither they had sent the French 
ladies and children before the siege. They now, without any 
regard to the parole they had gi\en to Clive, began to act as if 
they were still the Council of Chandernagore, and to communicate 
officially with their up-country Factories and the native Govern- 
ment,'’ and it is quite certain that they gave money and food to 
some of the French who had escaped from the Porte Royale, and 
also assisted the enemies of the British in various w’ays. As soon 
as Clive was aware of tlA he demanded that the French should 
surrender to their parole, and threatened if they refused to take 
them by force. « They appealed to Mr. Bisdom for the protection • 

1 Vol. II., pp. 337, 339 - " P- 291. ^ Ibtd., p. 361 

* Also called Fredencknagar. ® Vol. II., p. 324. 
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of the Dutch flag, and were drily told it was none of hk business. 
The British sepoys surrounded the houses where the French 
were living, and the latter, fearing the ladies might be ill-treated 
by the sepoys if resistance were attempted, surrendered to the 
officer in command of the party: They were taken to the camp, 
but were allowed to go back on parole to arrange about their 
property.^ As soon as this had been settled they were conducted 
to Calcutta, and kept in sufficiently close confinement to pre- 
vent their communicating with the Nawab or th( t up-country 
Factories. 

M. Renault claimed’ that as the French drew up the articles 
of Capitulation, they were the best qualified tf) define their 
meaning. Clive ^ appealed to common-sense, for it was absurd to 
suppose that the British would allow their enemies when o.nce 
captured to go free for the expiess purpose of renewing their 
hostility. The facts seem to prove that M. Ktnault took advan- 
tag‘d of the careless good-nature of the Admiral, who signed the 
terms of Capitulation without an} intention except to make them 
as easy as possible for the conquered, hut that when Clive came 
to represent the damage done to the British h} permitting the 
conquered to interpret the trehty as lhe\ pleased, the Admiral 
allowed Clive and the Select Committee to act as they thought 
best. They determined, therefore, to take advantage of the 
breaches of the Capitulation committed by the French them- 
selves, and on the strength of these breaches and the parole they 
had given after the fall of the Fort, to hold them as prisoners. 
On the 15th June, after the army had started for Murshidabad, 
they were allowed the freedom of Calcutta, and on the 4th July 
to return to their families at Chandernagore. 

Whilst the leading French gentlemen w’ere thus confined at 
Calcutta, the other Frenchmen and the ladies were allowed to 
reside where they pleased, chiefly at Chandernagore. The French 
soldiers and sailors were imprisoned, as was the custom of the 
time, in the common jail. Some months later about fifty of them 
dug a hole under the wall and escaped. A few made their way 
to Pondicherry^ the rest were killed or captured. 

1 Vol 11.. p, 329. Vol III., p 278 c! scq. • 

Vol. II , pp 324-329- 
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An entry m the Bengal Public Proceedings^ records that small 
rewards, not exceeding 8 or lo rupees, were made to the families 
of coolies killed or wounded at Chandernagore, 

‘ for their encouragement to serve on the like occ-is ons in future 

The capture of Chandernagore was of immense importance to 
the British. It broke the power of the trench in Bengal, and left 
the way clear for a final settlement with the Nawab The marine 
and military stores supplied Calcutta with everything that had 
been destroyed when that place was lost Finally, it deprived 
Pondicherry and the trench islands of both provisions and trade ® 
The day the news arrived in London India stock rose 12 per cent ^ 
On the 29th March Clive was joined by the troops sent on board 
the Ctimbeiland, but this reinforcement, though it made him 
stronger than he had ever been before, did not give him sufficient 
force to garrison both Chandernagore and Calcutta, and it was still 
quite possible th it the I reneh authorities in Madras would awake 
to the necessity of recoveiin^ Bengal before the British had hrmly 
established themselves in the country As the 1 renchEast India 
Company had also given instructions to Lally not to ransom any 
English Settlement ht might capture but tc destroy all fortifica 
tions and to send all the Europe ms both civil and military to 
Europe, and is he had alreadv shown his intention to carry these 
orders into effect, the British determined to apply the same treat 
ment tc the hrench it Ch indtrnagorc Seme time later Fort 
d Orleans was blown up the priv ite houses destioyed and the 
Europeans sent to the M idras Coast Ihe army remained in 
camp near Ch indern i^^ore till the «nd Mav 

As soon as C handtrnagore w is captured a small force under 
Lieutenant \oun^^ w is desp itched (-7th M irch) to seize the 
trench I actorv it Balas re It returned v\ ith th trench Chief 
and the Companv s good on the 24th April ^ 

^ 7th Vpnl \ol II 3 2 J 

1 (i PP J40 -I 1 I C 

IlojclbA 1 5/ i6t^¥jtl Septen ber 175 \ ol III p 51 

^ V 1 II pp 307 331 Orme MSS O \ , 2 pp 20 33 

” Its remiiriA were still \isible in ii>5b Tl site 1 1 o\\ covered by native 

houses ^ 

•» Vol III p 51 

Select Committee Proceedinf,s 28th April 1^5 “ Vol III , p 6 
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THE BREAKING OF THE TREAT\ 

The nice and important game that was to be phyed w th the late Nabob.— 
Li 1\E ^ 

Thi^ Nawab was both incensed and ternhed at tlie capture of 
Chandernagore During the siege he had alternateU caressed 
threatened Mr Watts On the 14th March he wiote to inform 
Clive that the danger from Delhi had disappeared ind that there 
w IS no necessity for him to come to Murshid ib id ^ These 
changes of mood were reflectedon the behaviour of the Nawab’s 
subordinates, and at one time Clive found it necessarv to threaten 
Nandkumar and Rai Durlabh^ to prevent their interference. 
Immediate!} after the British had entered the Fort a detachment 
hid been sent under Major Killpatnck b pursue the French 
fugitives from Chandernagore, ind this the Nawab thought was 
the vanguard of Clive s arm}, but as the Major soon halted and 
then retreated his fears were gradual!} dissipated Mr Watts tells 
us the Nawab’s confusion during the interval had been so great 
that he sent endless letters to Clive, 

‘who IS said to h'i\e leceived no less thin ten of them in mt d'ly and these 
in \er) opposite stvles which tht Colonel answered punrtuall) with all the 
cilnmess ind comphis'ince imaginible expressing greit concern at the impres 
Sion wh ch the c ilumnies of his enemies had made on that I rmces mind and 
assuring him of his sincere attachment as long as he idhercd to the Tieatj ® 

Now that all was over the Nawab sent Clive a warm letter of 
congratulation," but it was impossible for so fickle a man to 
adhere to an} settled course Whilst congratulating Clive he was 

^ Vol II p 442 - Scrafton s ‘ Reflections p 73 ^ 

Vol II p 286 ^ Ibid pp 286 288 ^ Vol III p 200 

• Watts Memoir, p 48 ^ Vol II p 295 
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secretly encouraging M Law, to whom he sent his colours to hoist 
over the French Factory, and also writing to Buss> ^ As he had 
heard so much of the big guns of the ships of war, and was so 
Ignorant "is to believe they could ascend the Ganges in order to 
attack Murshidabad itself, he ordered the channel to be blocked 
at Suti, where the Cossimbazar Ri\er leaves the mam stream, and 
also dt Plasse>, which is on the high road from Chandernagore to 
Murshidabad 

Watts now began to press upon the Nawab a new demand from 
the British — \iz , that the French Factories should be surrendered. 
The Admiral wrote se\eral letters on the subject, but could obtain 
no satisfactory repl} , and after his letter of the 19th April which 
was couched in threatening terms, ^ he dropped the correspondence 
In fact, the Admiral, though willing enough to hght the French, 
whom he considered the natural enemies of Britain, and to attack 
them so long as the} remained cipable of resistance, thought that 
to make then affairs the \ rete\t of obtaining further concessions 
from the N iw ib, with whom the British had so rerenth^arcncluded 
a ptace, was hardl} eonsistent with his honour But those were 
da}s in which e\en the most h n urable men weie C( nvinced of 
the necessit\ of tricker\ ind chicaner} in politics and were there 
fore accustomed to give their t icit consent to aetic ns which the} 
would not commit themsehes C onsec|uentl} the Admiril s posi 
tion from this time on to the end of tht conflict was one of a 
somewhat disgusted spectator Ch\c was more persistent more 
cleir headed, and as i Compan} a servant he had more interest 
and i heivier stake in the matter On the 29th March he wrote 
to the Nawab that as long as two n itions constantl} at war in 
Lur pe had rival interests in Bengal it w is certain there never 
eould be pieace in that countr} There was as it were hence- 

\ 1 II fp *04 313 314 and Vol III, p 199 When the British entered 
Mursh dll id the Na vab s chief secretirjr placed his prnate correspondence in the 
han I f Cl \e ind so prova^all that hal I een suspected of his connection with 
the 1 rench (Scrafton s Kefl*ions p 92) 

\ ol II pp 342 351 See also Memorandum by Captain Wedderburn (Orme 
MSb In lia xi p 303 

\ 1 II p 304 * Ib I p :i44 

* \ 1 II I- 305 This argument is repeated in many of Clives letters — egt 
Vol II p 319 
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forward a double quarrel with the Nawab — in reference to his 
dilatonness m fulfilling the terms of the Treaty and the difficulties 
he made as to the further requests that Mr. Watts had been 
instructed to urge upon him, and in regard to his behaviour 
towards the French 

The Nawab fenced cleverh in hi-5 leplies to Clive’s letters, 
pointing out that the French hid settled in the untry with the 
permission of the Emperor, whose revinues would ^ damaged b\ 
their expulsion, and protested against his prornisf )i friendship 
to the British being interpreted as an engagement to assist thtm 
agiinsl the French Finding these excuses useless he then pro 
posed that Clive ^ should put pressure upon M Ren mil, who was 
his prisoner, to give him a written injunction mthonzing the 
Nawab to surrender the I rench hactoncs and propert}- up- 
eountr^ to the British on the condition that the latter would 
make themselves responsible foi tlu pavments due from the 
1 rcnch to the Empeior Clive rcidilv icccpted the condition,^ 
but, IS it v\as impossible for him to put pressure upon i prisoner 
ht oticT'ed to send a force to sei/e tlu I rench 1 actones 

At tht Dmhij there w is ill this time i bittii contest going 
on between the French and 'British polities Vs b jth Messrs. 
Law* ind itts confess to the fact, there is no p ssible d^ubt 
th it both of them resorted to bnbeiv , though bc>th ifhrm as an 
excuse that in so corrupt i Court nothin^ eoiikl b( done b 3 r 
mv other meins The British Agent hiving the deepjei purse, 
w IS ible to influence not onl) the leading men it Court, but also 
th( Secretaries, and was much assisted the foresight d cunning 
f Omichand, for though Lav\ had managed to secure the spies 
upon whom the Nawab relied for information about tlu British, 
Omichand had won over N mdkumar, the Faujclu} of Hugh, 
who being, of all the Nawab officeis in the best position to 
watch the Luropeans, his reassurances as to tht intentions of 
the British were invaluable to the latter** at Court The com- 
p^arative poverty of the French forced M Law to use less reputable 
igents, who in reality damaged his cause, for, having nothing to 
lose, and caring nothing for the Navvab’s interests, the\ urged him 

X ol II , p 31G Jbid , "p 33^5 * P 3*9 

" Vol III , p 189 ’ Vol II , p 323 ’ P 3*7 
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on to the most reckless actions, which discredited him in the eyes 
even of his own subjects.^ 

For over three weeks after the fall of Chandernagore Law 
managed to maintain the unequal struggle, though he had to 
submit to many bitter mortihcations, even to that of pulling down 
the trifling defences he had erected at his Factory - At last, on 
!tSiJi46th the 13th April, he was summoned to a final interview with the 
1737 Nawab and Mr Watts. The latter begged him to surrender to 
the British, offering him the most honourable terms, whilst the 
Nawab told him that the French were the cause of all the troubles 
between him and the British, and that he did not wish to embroil 
the country in war for the sake of a nation which had refused him 
assistance when he asked for it It seems as if the Nawab had 
intended to arrest Law at this interview and hand him over to 
the British , but the timely arrival of a guard of French grenadiers 
made this impossible without a sanguinary struggle, and his deter- 
mined and gallant bearing so impressed the vacillating Prince 
that he gave him permission to retreat towards Patna,jn spite of 
the efforts of Mr Watts and his friends to force him to march 
southwards, when he must have fallen into the hands of the British. 
Siraj-uddaula even promised to send for him again, but Law 
mournfully bade him farewell 


‘Rest assured, my Lord Na^\ab, that this is the last time we shall see each 
other Remember iny words We shall never meet a^ain It is nearly 
impossible 



Law left Murshidabad on the i6th April,* followed by spies 
instructed to watch his movements and, if possible, seduce his 
soldiers. He was joined on the march by about forty-five sailors 
who had escaped from the British, and marched slowly to Bhagul- 
pur. There, on the 2nd May, he received a message of recall 
from the Nawab, but he suspected the letter to be a forgery 
intended to entice him into the power of the British^ and contented 
himself with sending Iqffk M. Sinfray to see what was happening 
at Murshidabad On the 7th he received a letter bidding him 
halt at Rajmahal , but the place was dangerous, for the Faujddr 


1 Vol II , p 322 

^ ‘ Seir Mutaqhenn, vol 11 , p 227 


- Ibtd p 317, and Vol III , p 201 
* Vol III,p 206 
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was Mir Daud,^ brother of Mir Jafar whom Law already 
suspected of treachery to the Nawab The same day he armed 
at Patna, where he was well received by the Nawab’s deputy, 
Ramnarain, to whom the Nawab had written to provide him with 
all necessaries, though he was a1 that very time assuring Clive® 
and Watson that Ramnarain had been ordered to expel him from 
his territories The British were well acquainted with the Nawab s 
secret actions, fcr it was Ja^at Seth whom the Naw ib ordered to 
suppl} Law with monev, and it was Coja Wajid t whom Law 
wrote for information as to the movements of his enemies. 

before leaving Murshidabad Law had man iged to instil into 
the Nawab s mind the idea that an attempt wcnld bf made bv the 
malcontents in Murshidabad to attack him in his pilace, and that 
the^ would be supported b\ the British force at ( ossimbazar. 
There are in the Records vague references tc auch a plan, but the 
British at Cossimbazar were too weik to undertake an) such 
tnierprise , and consequently when the Nawab, having heard they 
had 500 men there demanded permission to ex imine the Factor), 
he found only the usual garrison of about fift) men This served 
to convince him moie hrmly of the friendl) professions of the 
British, especially as, in the wish to secure the safety of these men, 
they gradually withdrew them, and even informed the Nawab 
they did not wish to refortify the Fort allowed him to keep the 
cannon he had taken out of it, and finally assured him they would 
be satisfied if the French left the country By a curious perversity 
of reasoning, this induced him to believe that the British were 
afraid of venturing so far inland, and in a moment of forgetfulness, 
or perhaps of passion, he even threatened to impale Mr Watts if 
he continued to be so importunate ^ 

Mir Daud delayed, and even opiened the letters sent b> the Nawab to 
Kamnarain and Law (Vol III , p 210) 

Vol II pp 330 334 , 

W'atts Memoir pp 57 67 and Vol II , pp 33o» 342» 349 Shortly after the 
Nawab s return to Murshidabad and before the siege of Chandernagore the Dutch 
thought that he had been reduced to such a state of timidity that they might them 
i>el\es adopt the tone used by the British They found themselves much mistaken. 
The Nawab abused their Agent threatened to have him flogged and though Jagat 
Seth and RSLi Durlabb dissuaded him from such severe measures he had him shut 
up all nignt Mr Bisdom s letter was torn into pieces and in that condition 
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Shortly before he dismissed M. Law the Nawab sent for the 
family of Sarfaraz Khan, which had been confined at Dacca ever 
since the accession of Alivirdl Khan.^ Evidently this act had some 
connection with the expedition planned by the British to seize 
Dacca in the previous January and this is possibly the scheme 
alluded to by Scrafton^ as an alternative course in case a revolution 
at Murshidabad failed to be possible. It is, however, characteristic 
of the Nawab that he should be ignorant of the dangers preparing 
in his own capital whilst he took precautions against danger far 
away. 

On the 20th April the Nawab turned the British Agent ^ out of 
the Darbar, and on the 21st presented him with a dress of honour. 
Mr. Scrafton says that this extraordinary behaviour was due to 
the advice of some of his nobles, including his younger brother 
and Manik Chand, who wanted him to be cut off, and so incited him 
to fresh excesses. Possibly it should be ascribed to the fact that 
Nandkumar'' w^as now' tired of w'aiting for the fulfilment of the 
promises made by OmicLind 111 the name of the British, and no 
longer took the trouble to deny the messages sent b} the Naw'ab’s 
spies, as, r.g., one from Mathura Mai,' to the effect that the 
British intended to attack him in his own palace, and w'ere 
sending up tioops to Murshidabad, which led to his giving 
orders to stop Caj)tam Grant, who was on his waj up to remove 
the mono} at the P'actor), and his demand to search the Factory 
which has been already mentioned.^ Coja Wajid found the state 
of affairs at Murshidabad so dangerous that he hastily went down 
to Hugh'’ 

On the 23rd April Clive presented to the Select Committee 
Mr. Scrafton’s letter of the zotli relating the Nawab’s extraordinary 
behaviour to the British Agent. Mr. Scrafton also wrote on the 

returned to the Dutch ( hief, M \ ernet (Vol. 11 , p 2yb) On the 2nd of April the 
Dutch Council wrote that, ha\ing pre&bed the Nawab for the restitution of the 
money extorted in i'’5G, he had threatened to bastinado them if they did not keep 
quiet (Vol. 11 ., p. 315) Thm the Nawab’s real sentiments towards the British, 
e\en when he pretended to Ijf^riendly, could be judged h) his sudden unguarded 
outbursts and by his treatment of their allies, the Dutch 

1 Vol. II., p 3ji - Ibid ^ p 175 Vol. HI., p 345 

* Vol II , p. 349. ' Ibid , p 35b ** Ihd., p 3G5 

^ Ibid , p 372 ® II>td , pp 3G2, 375 
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23rd that the Seths had proposed, through Omichand, to set up 
one Yar Lutf Khan as Nawab.^ Accordingly, the Committee, 
seeing that trouble was imminent, recommended that Council 
should order the up-country Factories to be prepared to send 
down their goods and money, and should despatch an Agent to 
Cuttack to watch the movements of Bussy and the Marathas. 
At the same time Clive was instructed to sound the chief men at 
Murshidabad as to the possibility of effecting a R( xolution.- 
Yar Lutf Khan was one of the Nawab’s up-country officers. 
Though in the Nawab’s service, he dp'w a monthly allowance 
from the Seths in return for the protection he gave them.'^ The 
Seths, who had been the chief means of bringing AlTvirdT to the 
throne, were not only neglected by Siraj-uddaula. but treated 
with contempt and insult, as if the\ weie only toinmon traders. 
This would not have mattered very much to them if they had not 
also feared that the avarice of the Nawab would cause them one 
day or other to be plundered by him. This danger seemed to 
increase from day to day as the Nawab passed from success to 
success, and even when he had been defeated at Calcutta in 
February, 1757, the danger became more imminent owing to the 
panic-stricken condition of his mind, in which he was ready to 
suspect anyone who might have power to hu^t him. The Seths 
had advanced large sums of money to the French, and now they 
found that the Nawab would not assist the latter against the 
British. It w^as therefore their interest to strike a bargain with 
the British, and so protect themselves against any loss by the 
expulsion of their former clients. 

It is not quite certain w'hen they began this intrigue. Clive’s 
earlier letters^ asking for their assistance had been answ'ered in 
somewhat haughty terms through their Agent, Ranjit Rai,^ but it 
was the latter w'ho arranged the treaty of the 9th February, and, 
according to Mr. Watts, he had contrived to obtain from the 
Nawab a promise of a lakh of rupees for his trouble in the 
business.® This double dealing was characteristic of the Seths* 

1 See p. clxxMii. ^ Select Committee Proceedings, 23rd April, 1757 

» Law (Vol. Ill , p 210) says the Seths had brought him to Murshidabad 
(Stewart, p 521) 

* Vol. II , p 124. » Ibid., p. 213. p. 381. 
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policy. According to M. Law, they incited the British to make 
the most extravagant demands from the Nawab, and then, with 
pretended indignation, urged the Nawab not to grant them It 
IS very difficult to tell how far Siraj-uddaula did comply with the 
terms of the Treaty.^ It is evident from Scrafton’s letters that 
the demands of the British were never defimtel} stated, and were 
constantly increasing and it seems clear that the Nawab actually 
paid some 30 lakhs of rupees as compensation for their losses at 
Calcutta, but on the other hand the amount of the damages done 
to the up-countr} Factories was difficult to estimate exactly, and 
Manik Chand was strongly believed to ha\e secreted much of the 
wealth of Calcutta, for which he had never accounted to the 
Nawab.^ The plunder taken by the soldiers had been sold to 
many persons like Baijnath,^ a dlmln of the Seths, whom the 
British, to please the latter, politely excused It was in reference 
to these accounts that the Seths were able to give the Nawab 
trouble. The game was howe\er, sometimes dangerous, and in 
one instance a little later on the Seths had'to saenhee their Agent, 
Ranjit Rai, who they said had forged their signature to a docu- 
ment purporting to be written in the Nawab s name 

We must now go ba(k a little. On the loth \pril Clive wrote 
to the Nawab specifying the articles of the Treaty which he had 
not yet fulfilled. These were 

1. The return of the guns and ammunition seized at Cossimba/ar 
and other up-country factories. 

2. The grant of paru anas throughout the countr\ for the currency 
of the Company ’s business. 

3. The currency of the siccas coined at Calcutta or Alinagar. 

4. The delivery of the thirty-eight \illages granted by the 
Imperial Farmdn. 

5. The restoration of the goods seized at the Factories and 
aurdngs throughout the country 

On the nth Mr. Watts wrote that the Nawab had demanded 

^ Vql II , pp 308,322^1 Vol III pp 342346 

‘ Vol II , p 333 * Ibid p 31b 

' Law says he was put to death (Vol III p 208), but he was alive after Plassey 
fVol II , pp 381 431) It looks as if the document referred to was a letter to the 
English Chiefs promising them a sum of money if they would grant the Nawab peace 
after the fight at Chitpur, but the whole incident is very obscure See below, p clxxxvi 

• Vol II , p. 321 
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an acquittance for the Company’s property, though he had not 
^et restored it, and this was all the answer which the Nawab 
could be persuaded to give to Clive’s demands.^ According to 
Mr Watts this was because the French party constantly assured 
the Nawab of Buss}’s speedy arri\al, and thus he was encouraged 
to resist the British claims. He threatened them with war,'^ and, 
as I have said, on the 20th April ventured to insult the British 
by turning their Wakil out of his Darbdr ^ This l^roaght matters 
to a crisis, and forced Mr. Watts and Mr. Scrafton to the con- 
clusion that a Re\olution was absolutcl} necpssarv. Omichand 
accordingl} proposed to the Seths th it the British should assist 
them in overthrowing Siraj-uddaula and placing ^ ar Lutf Khan 
on the throne.^ At first sight it would appear ridiculous that 
a person of so little importance should bt chc-jcn for such a 
purpose, but Omichand probabl} thought that the family of 
Vlivirdi had risen from a lower position thin that occupied by 
\ ir Lutf Khan, that the latter would h( pleasing to the Seths as 
hi\ing been in a manner their servant, ind, most of ah, would be 
gritcful to Omichand as the origin and source of his good fortune. 
The Seths agreed without an> appearance of hesitation to a 
Rt\olution, but did not definitely name the Nav\ab’s successor, 
Ihiir consent was transmitted to Mr. Watts, who, on the 
2 r)th April, wrote to Calcutta proposing the Revolution on the 
ground that the Nawab had no intention of carrying out the 
Treity, and that he would take the earliest opportunity of attack- 
ing the British, whilst Mir Jafar had informed him through C oja 
Petrus^ that he, Rahim Khan, Rai Durlabh, Bahadur Ali Khan, and 
others^ were ready to assist the British in overthrowing the Nawab. 

If \ou approve of this scheme, whuh is more feasible thin the other I wrote 
ibout he (Mir Jafar) ‘ requests you vmH vvnte >our proposals of what money, 
''hit lind \ou want, or what treaties you will engage in 7 

‘ \ol II p 334 - Ibtd.p 335 ' P 

* Ilid p 349, and Watts ‘Memoir p berafton (‘Reflections p 75 ) 

i‘i>s \dr Lutf KhJLn made the proposal himself to Mr Watts If so, he must have 
acted XV uh the concurrence of the Seths Scrafton s * Reflections, p 66 

” The SeirMutaqherm says Vol II, p 227, that Ghasita Begam gave the remains 
of her wealth to assist Mir Jafar in order to revenge herself upon SirS.j uddaula 

" "Vol II , pp 362, 377 This letter was apparently despatched to Calcutta by 
Mr Scrafton 
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Clive replied on the 28th.^ He had some natural doubts of the 
suitability of Lutf Khan as candidate for the throne, and wished 
to avoid bloodshed as much as possible. A stronger candidate 
might, he thought, be found in Mir Jafar himself. As he did not 
trust the soldiers already at Cossimbazar, many of them being 
deserters, Clive proposed, in accordance with Mr. Watts’ request 
for reinforcements,- to send up some men from the King’s regiment. 

This being a critical moment, it was, as usual, seized upon by 
the civil authorities to harass Colonel Clive. The negotiations 
with the Nawab had been left to him and the Admiral, and were 
practically entirely in his hands, he communicating in cipher with 
Mr. Watts and Mr. Scrafton.' These two gentlemen did not 
agree in all matters, and taking advantage of the consequent 
friction, the Council proposed to recall Scrafton, whose youth and 
eagerness suited the Colonel much better than the more cautious 
diplomacy of Mr. Watts. The Colonel replied \ery firmly,^ and 
they could not refuse his request that Scrafton should stay on at 
Murshidabad, but they wrote to him that Mr. Watts w^as the 
proper person to manage the business, asked that they should 
be kept informed of everything that was determined, and hinted 
that Clive might, if he wished, sa\e the expenses incident on his 
keeping the troops in the field. 

Meanwhile the Seths, though the} had appeared to accept 
Omichand’s proposal, had been preparing a more feasible plan of 
their own. Mir Jafar, as both Watts and Clive had been in- 
formed, was really inclined to turn against the Nawab, and they 
proposed to him that he should take the place Omichand had offered 
to Yar Lutf Khan. His acquiescence came about in the following 
manner. It has been said that Mohan Lai, the Naw^ab’s chief ad- 
viser, had been ill, and that on his recovery he seemed to have lost 
much of his mental powers. He w^as no longer able to conceal his 
pride and vanity, and demanded that ‘ all the grandees and chiefs ’ 
should come and salute him. This absurd demand; in w^hich he was 

^ Vol. II., p 366 Ibtd , pp 353, 355. 

® Apparently Mr. Scrafton was at Murshidabad in connection with the Cossim- 
bazar Factory. His proposal to Clive on the 24th April (Vol II., p 357) was to lend 
Lutf Kh&n a hundred soldiers who, with his own men. would storm the Nawab's 
palace. 

Vol. II . p. 367. 
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supported by the Nawab, broke down Mir Jafar’s much-tried 
patience,^ so that he at last consented to listen to the Seths’ 
proposals. 

With his letter of the 26th April Mr. Watts sent to Clive copies 26 th April, 
of letters from Nandkumar and Mathura Mal^ to the Nawab warn- 
mg the Nawab against the British. Nandkumar was tired of 
waiting for the rewards of his treachery at the time of the siege 
of Chiindernagore. The British had failed to obtain nis confirma- 
tion as Faujdar of Hugh, and, knowing their power, he ascribed 
this failure to their want of goodwill. Mathura Mai’s letter was 
to the effect that the British were strengthening Cossimbazar in 
order to attack the Nawab suddenly in his palace. This, we know, 
was Scrafton’s suggestion, and it had an air of prob.ibility, as Mir 
Jafar had already armed his men in order to lesist any attempt of 
the Nawab to arrest him. On receipt of the letter Siraj-uddaula 
(Tdered Mir Jafar to march down to Plassey. Accordingly, to 
quiet his suspicions Mr. Watts advised that no troops should 
he sent up to Murshidabad, and that the Nawab should be written 
to politely, no mention being made of anything but merchandise. 

Mr. Watts’ letter was presented by Clive to the Select Com- 
mittee on the 1st May. They immediately decided to accept ist May, 
Mir Jafar’s offers on the following grounds : 

1. The Nawab’s dishonesty and insolent behaviour showed that 
he had concluded the Treaty only to gam time. 

2. His intrigues with the French — uc.f with Law and Bussy 
proved that it was his firm intention to break the peace at a 
favourable opportunity. 

3. The detestation in which the Nawab was held by all classes 
made it certain a Revolution would take place, and therefore it 
would be wise to make sure of the friendship of his successor.^ 

Accordingly, Colonel Clive was instructed to transrnit to 
Mr. Watts certain conditions to be offered to Mir Jafar, which he 
did the next day.* These conditions included all that had been 
obtained and demanded from Siraj-uddaula. 

Mr. Watts was still under the impression that Omichand was 
working in the interests of the British, but the change of plan by 

‘ Vol II , p 410, and Vol. III., p. 211. Vol. II . pp. 364* 365. 

‘ Select Committee Proceedings, i May, 1757- * - PP* 37 ^i 373 - 





6th May, 

1757* 
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which Mir Jafar, a prince over whom Omichand had no control, 
was substituted for Yar Lutf Khan, did not suit his wishes, and 
though possibly he had no intention of opposing a Revolution 
which he knew must take place, it became necessary for him to 
get what he could out of the Nawab before everything fell into 
the power of the Seths' prot6g6, Mir Jafar, and he saw his way 
at the same time to obtain a certain revenge upon both the Seths 
and the British. Accordingly, when he found Ranjit Rai pressing 
the Nawab for the payment of the lakh promised him at the 
Peace of the gth February, he represented to Siraj-uddaula that 
if the negotiations with the British were conducted through him 
alone the Nawab might escape paying Ranjit Rai anything, either 
for himself or for the leading men at Calcutta. The Nawab was 
so pleased with this suggestion that he disgraced Ranjit Rai and 
ordered Omichand to be paid a large sum of mone} due to him 
by the State, and to have restored to him all his goods and effects 
that had been sequestered.^ This trick upon theii Agent was 
not likely to be forgiven by the Seth‘s, and it was speedily made 
clear to Mi. Watts that in any treaty with the Seths and Mil Jafar 
Omichand must bt left out. 

When Mr. Watts received Clive's repl\ about the Gth May, 
Omichand openl} expressed his dissatisfaction with the new 
arrangement. Meanwhile, Mr. Scrafton had gone down to Calcutta 
and explained matters to Clive, and had apparently urged 
Omichand’s claims to consideration, for on the 5th May Clive wrote 
to Watts that Omichand's losses in the Troubles ought to be made 
good by a special article in the Treaty.- This letter did not reach 
f Watts until after the Seths had decided to have nothing to do 
with Omichand, and had caused Watts to be informed of the way 
in which Omichand had tricked both Ranjit Rai and the British.'* 
Probably Omichand heard of the Seths' communication to Mr. 
Watts by some underhand channel, and he now determined to 
play an even bolder game. He therefore insisted on Mr. Watts 
demanding for him 5 pJ^cent. on all the Nawab's treasure, and that 
Mir Jafar should promise not to exact from the Bengal Zamlndars 
any more thfin they had paid in the time of Murshid Kuli Khan, 
whilst to secure Rai Durlabh to his own side Omichand agreed 
that he should receive one quarter of all that he himself could 

’ Vol II., p. 381. Ibid , pp. 377, 380 ^ Ihtd , p 381. 
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obtain from Mir Jafar. Finding Omichand insist on his condi- 
tions,^ Watts was convinced of his treachery, especially as he 
strongl} dissuaded him from pressing the Nawab to pay the eo,ooo 
gold mohurs he had promised* to pa> the leading Europeans for 
arranging the Treat} of the gth February Accordingly, he went 
with Coja Petrus to see Omar Beg, an officer already mentioned 
for hi '5 friendship to the British, and now the chief confidant of 
Mir fafar Mir Jafar himself, probabh at the iii'^tigation of the 
Seths, said that he would have nothing to do with Omichand, 
ind Omar Beg was deputed to Calcutta with proposals some- 
what more favourable to the British than those the} had them- 
selves suggested So urgent was the matter that two diys later, 
on the i 6 th Ma} , Mr Watts sent to Calcutta a bl ink paper bearing i6th May. 
Mir Jafar s seal for the Select Committee to write their own terms. *^57 

On tht 17 th Md} the Select Committee considered the question 17 th May, 
of Omichinds demands, ind decided that hi> conduct deserved 
disgrace and punishment rather than a stipulation of an} kind 
in his fuour in the treat\ with Mir Jafar The} were still less 
inclined to grant his new demands Clive thereupon proposed 
th it as it would be dangerous to refuse Omichand upenl} he 
should be deceived b} a trick, ind that the best wa} to effect 
this would be to draw up two treaties, one containing an Article 
granting him the sum he demanded and in )ther tre it} from 
viliich It should be excluded On the mei ilitv of this device Clive 
expressed himself as follow s to the Parliamentar} Select Committee 

When W itts had nciih a( )mpl shed tht, me in^ of tarrvm^f that 
Revolution ir to execution he acqua ntt 1 him letter that a fiesh difficulty 
1 id started tint Omichund had ms sled upon 5 / ^ on ill the Nabobs 
treasures ind thirtv li k in money and thitatenei f he did not comply with 
tint demand he would immtdiateh i quant ^erijih Dowl h with what was 
on md Mi W atts should be put to death Th it when he leteive 1 this 
tdvice he thought ait and policy wairantable in dcfcitint, the purposes of such 
I Mil iin and that his Lordship himself Oimed the pi m of the fictitious treaty 
to which the Committee consented That hi^ lordship never made any 

secret of it he thinks it wairantable in auch i case, and would do it again a 
hundred tunes He hid no tnterestei moti c in d im, tf 'ind did it with a 
design of disappointing the expectations of a rapacious man 

’ Mr Sykes sa>s he threatened to betra^ the whole matter to the Nawab 
(Vol III p 307) 

\ol II p 383 * Vol III p 31' 
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The fact that Clive was not ashamed of the action does not 
make it any better, but we must remember that he had always 
been ready to give Omichand a fair recompense for his losses by 
a special article in the Treaty with Mir Jafar until he attempted 
to extort more than he deserved by threats of treachery, and 
now, as Mir Jafar and Jagat Seth objected to admitting Omichand 
to the benefits of the conspiracy, it seemed absolutely necessary 
to devise some plan to deceive Omichand or else to withdraw 
from the conspiracy, and possibly cause Mr. Watts and the 
British up-country to lose their lives. With these reasons and 
the reflection that neither he nor the British received any 
pecuniary benefit from the deception of Omichand, Clive and 
the Select Committee quieted their consciences. 

Having decided upon this course, Clive seems to have entered 
into it with almost boyish glee,^ trying in every way to improve 
upon his first conception. Accordingly, he wrote to Watts : 

‘ Flatter Omychuncl greath, tell him the Admn.il, Committee^ duel self aie 
intinuely obliged to him for the pains he has taken to aggrandize the Company’s 
aflfairs, and that his name will be greater in England than e\er it was m India* 
If this can be brought to beai, to give him no room for suspicion we take off 
10 /ack from the 30 demanded for himself, and add 5 per LCfii, upon the whole 
sum received, which will tuin out the same thing.’- 

Clive thought that a too ready acquiescence might excite 
Omichand’s suspicions, but that his mind would be — as it was 
for a time — entirely set at rest by this pretence of haggling over 
the terms. 

The one difficulty about the scheme was to obtain Admiral 
Watson’s signature to the false Treaty. The Admiral declined 
to sign it, and also refused to allow his seal to be used,'* but 
whether he was cognisant of the fact that his signature would be 
forged cannot be ascertained. The probability is that in a bluff, 
sailor-like way he refused to have anything to do with the matter, 
and told them ‘they^ight do as they pleased.’^ Clive and 
the Select Committee *t their own interpretation upon this per- 

* Clive was only thirty-two years of age, having been born at Styche, near 
Market Drayton, 29th September. 1725. 

2 Vol. II., p. 389. * Ihid , p. 387, and Vol. III., p. 318. 

* Vol. in., p 318. 
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mission, and by Clive's order Mr. Lushington forged the Admiral's 
signature.^ The false Treaty — upon red paper- — was shown to 
Omichand, and his suspicions were quieted until the danger 
was practically past. 

As I have said, all that can be offered in defence of Clive and the 
Select Committee in reference to this transaction is the supposed 
political necessity of the situation, and the fact that none of them 
benefited pecuniarily in any way by their action. The only person 
who did so benefit was Mir Jafar. When the time came for 
Omichand to demand his share of the spoil*- he was quietly told 
by Mr. Scrafton that he was to have nothing. On the authority 
of Orme,^ it is stated that the shock was so great that he was 
reduced to a state of imbecility, in which he rtmained till his 
death in the following year. If M. Raymond, the translator of 
the ‘ beir Mutaqherin,’ is correct,"* so far from having been reduced 
to a state of imbecility, Omichand joined Mii Jafar in a crafty 
and successful scheme to deceive the British as to the amount of 
treasure left by Siraj-uddaula in his Treasury. At an\ rate, Clive 
thought his presence in Murshidabad inadvisable, and suggested 
that he should pay a visit to' a holy shrine at Malda.'* Possibly, 
there he had opportunity to meditate over his words to the 
N awab ; 

‘ tluit he had lived under the English protection these foity yeais, that he never 
Knew them once to break their agreement — to the tuuh of which Omychund 
took his oath by touching a Eramin’s foot — and that if a he could be proved in 
England upon anyone, they were spit upon and never trusted.'" 

If Omichand had, as many people say, suffered from the injustice 
of British officials he could not with all his Oriental cunning and 
malice have devised a more bitter revenge upon the nation to 
which they belonged, than the stain which his threatened treachery 
brought upon the name of Clive. Had Clive and the Committee 
thought more of the national honour than on what was expedient 

‘ Vol. II., p. 387^ and Vol. III., pp 318, 320 

■ Vol. III., p. 318. ' Ihiil.. p. 325 note. 

■* ' Seir Mutaqherin,’ vol. ii., p. 237, note 125. The bulk of the treasure was taken 
into the female apartments in the palace, where the British did not think of looking 
for it. See also Vol. II.. p. 438. 

' Vol. II., p. 465. 


® Ibid., p. 232. 
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for the time, had they insisted on holding to their word, even 
when extorted by a villain, it is probable that Mir Jafar and the 
Seths Would, for their own safety, have accepted any conditions 
the British chose to lay down, and Mir Jafar w'ould have been 
saved all that long discussion with the Committee as to the pay- 
ment of the donations he had promised, which ultimately led to 
his own ruin and that of his successor, Mir Kasim ; but it seems 
to have been fated that whatever was done, whether right or 
wrong, by the foes or friends of the British, should all work 
together for the overthrow of the native Government. 

We must now return to the Nawab. The open accusations 
of the partisans of the French, the rumours which reached him 
by his spies of what the Europeans were openly talking about 
in their Factories,^ had certainly produced some impression 
upon his mind. The usual good fortune of the British helped 
them to obviate these suspicions. About the 12th May Clive 
received a letter from the Marathas offering their assistance 
to obtain justice from the Nawab. The messenger'was a man 
of no importance, and the Committee supposed that the letter 
was a forgery devised by Manik Chand to test the inten- 
tions of the British. At the same time the latter wished for 
nothing less than the iiitcrfeience of the Marathas, and yet feared, 
if the letter were genuine, to excite their hostility whilst they were 
still on bad terms with the Nawab. It struck Clive, however, that 
the letter might be put to advantage, and a reply was drawn up to 
the effect that at present they were on good terms with the Nawab, 
but that if he did not fulfil his promises they intended to renew the 
w'ar after the Rams. A letter of this kind could do no harm, even 
if it fell into the hands of the Naw^ah, but it might excite the 
suspicion of Mir Jafar as to their loyalty to him. They therefore 
decided to acquaint him- w'ith the wEole affair, w'hcn a still bolder 
plan suggested itself to Clive—namely, to send the letter to the 
Naw’ab himself.'^ M^crafton w’as accordingly ordered to proceed 
with it to Murshidaoad. He arrived on the 23rd, and on the 
morning of the 24th had an audience with the Nawab, wEo was, 
or pretended^ to be, so delighted wdth this proof of the loyalty 

1 Vol. III. p. 251. 2 Vol. IL.p. 379. 

^ Ibid., p. 38b. * Scrafton s ' Reflections,’ p. 79. 
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of the British that he immediately ordered Mir Jafar to return 
to Murshidabad.^ This favourable impression was confirmed by 
Mr. Watts informing him that the British withdrew their demand 
to be allowed to refortify Cossimbazar,^ and on the 30th Mr. Watts May^ 
ordered Lieutenant Cassells with the military to go down to Calcutta. 

He had determined to make his escape with his two companions, 

Messrs. Collet and Sykes, at the proper moment, and had arranged 
that Omichand should go down with Mr. Scrafton The latter set 
out on the 30th, and after experiencing much difficulty in persuading 
Omichand to start,* at last got him away and reached Calcutta, 
himself on the 2nd June and Omichand a little latei. Omichand 
had pla)ed his own game up to the very last. On the i6th May, ' 

in spite of Mr. Watts’ remonstrances, he went to the Nawab and j 

informed him that he had a great secret to disclose. What it 
was is not known. He himself told Watts it was a he which be 
had concocted to the effect that the Biitish had concluded an 
alliance with Huss} against the Nawab Watts ^ subpected that 
It was the conspirac} between the British and Mir jafar. What- 
c\ei It ma\ have been the Nawab gavt Omichand in return foi 
this information a piuixana tb the Raja of Hurdwan foi 4 lakhs 
of rupees which he still owed him, and also for the ddiveiy of 
the lemaindtr of his goods On his wav down to Calcutta 
Omichand gave Scrafton the slip and got aw u to Plasst), where 
he had a long interview with Rai Durlabh, which nearl} upset the 
whole of the arrangements. We shall refer to this a little later. 

The agieement finall} proposed by the Committee to Mir Jafai 
was to the following effect 

1. Mir Jafar to confirm all the grants and privileges allowed by 
Siraj-uddaula 

2. Mir Jafar to enter into in offensive and defensive alliance 
'’vith the British. 

3 All Frenchmen in Bengal with their Factories and goods to 
be delivered up to the British. The French never to be permitted 
to resettle in the three Provinces 

4 * The Company to receive 100 lakhs lor the loss sustained 
by the destruction of Calcutta and for the expenses of the war. 

' Vol II , p 393 i Vol III , P 2og 

Orme ‘History vol. 11 pp 137 159 * "SVatts Memoir p 91 
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5. The European inhabitants of Calcutta to receive 50 lakhs 
of rupees for their losses at the capture of that town. 

6. The Hindus to receive 20 lakhs on the same account. 

7. The Armenians 7 lakhs. 

8. Omichand 20 lakhs. 

9. The Company to be put in possession of all the land within 
the Calcutta Ditch and 600 yards all round. 

10. The Company to receive the zamlnddrl of the country south 
of Calcutta between the River and the Salt Lakes as far as Culpee. 

11. The Nawab to pay the extraordinary expenses of the British 
troops when required by him for his own defence. 

12. The Government not to erect fortifications on the river 
below Hugh. 

13. The articles to be complied with within thirty days of Mir 
Jafar’s being acknowledged Nawab. 

14. The Company to assist Mir jafar against all enemies as long 
as he complies with the TreaU.' 

This agreement or Treaty had been drawn out and signed by the 
igth May, Committee on the igth Ma},“ and returned to Mr. Watts. Beside 

^757- the terms staled in the Treaty, Mr. Watts was instructed to ask for 

12 lakhs as a present to the Select Committee, and 40 lakhs for the 
Army and Navy. It was nccessar\ to conclude the matter, but 
Mir Jafar would not give a detinite answer until he had consulted 
Rai Durlabh, \^ho was the Nawab’s Treasurer, and commanded a 
large part of the army. Rai Durlabh arrived in Murshidabad on 
2nd June, June, and it was quickl} evident that Omichand had filled 

1757- his mind with suspicion. Watts was so disgusted that he wrote 

to Clive that it w'ould be better to act alone than in 
‘connection with such a set of shufifiinx, spinilebs wreKhes’* 

However, Rai Durlabh thought better of the matter,' and on the 
4th Mr. Watts w'as informed that he and Mir Jafar would agree to 
the terms of the Committee, but Mr. Watts dared not go openly* 
to Mir Jafar’s palace.^ Late at night Coja Petrus"' took him in a 
doolcy or native sedan chair such as was used only by women and 

^ Vol. JI.. pp. 3S3-3S5. Article 8 was not included in the real Treaty. 

‘ Ibid , p. 449 ' Ibid., p. 397. 

* He certainly made some agreement with Mir Jafar, either the 5 per cent on the 
total spoil or to cheat the British as Raymond suggests, or \ery possibly both. 

5 Vol. III., p. 366. 



BENGAL IN 1756-57 


cxciii 


was therefore ‘inviolable’ to see Mir Jafar, who at once affixed 
his signature to the Treaty as drafted by the Committee.’ The 
document was entrusted to Omar Beg, who hurried down to Cal- 
cutta and delivered it to the Select Committee on the nth June. 

\\'hether it was because of Omichand's lie abc^ut Bussy or for 
some other reason, the Nawab determined to keep his army at 
Plassey, and to arrest Mir Jafar. UnfortiinateK for himself, on 
receiving the Maratha letter, he had dismissed half his arm}’, and 
the pay of the men who remained was heavily in arrears.- And 
now, on his attempting to arrest Mil jafar, the latter had the 
Nawab’s men well beaten and driven away.*’ Instead of sending 
a stronger force to take Mir Jafar, he Kit him alone, but in- 
sulted him still further by giving the post of Bdkhshl to <inother 
officer, Coja Had!. 

Nothing now remained for Mr. Watts to do except to watch an 
opportunity to escape. This he managed to (ff(‘ct on the evening 
of the ijth June,’ having obtained the Kavvab's })er mission to goi2th-i4th 
t(^ Mandipur, the country seat of the Cossimba/ar h'cictory, for 
little hunting When in the open countrv he and his companions 
C ollet and Sykes dismissed’' their native grooms, and after an 
exciting ride reached Agradvvip in safet}, accom})anied onl\ by 
a IVIogul servant. Thence the three dropped down in boats 
until they met Clive’s advanced force on the 14th at Khulna.''' 

The Nawab seems to have been infoimed almost immediately 
of their flight. He had been warned of his danger on the 8 th 
bv M. Sinfray, whom Law sent down, but the information was too 
vague, or, what is more probable, he had feared to act upon 
it. Some of his advisers counselled the destruction of Mir Jafar, 
and to wait for Law, to whom he wiote to come down at once to 
his assistance. But the Naw.ib had so much reason to distrust 
his troops that he dared not postpone fighting, or repeat his 
attempt to arrest Mir Jafar. He therefore had resort to an 
expedient tried successfully by his grandfather w'hen his officers 
were about to desert him in the middle of a battle against the 
Marathas. He went to see Mir Jafar, begged him to agree to a 
reconciliation, and accepted his promise to be true to him.'’ 

' Vol. II., p. 383. ’-i Vol. III., p. 239- * Vol- P- 4“- 

* Watts' ' Memoir' (p. 99) says the nth June. 

® Vol. HI., p. 51, « Vol. II., p. 416. 
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Having taken this precaution, Sirglj-uddauhi, with well-simulaMi 
Indignation, wrote to Clive and Watson,^ reproaching them wi{h 
having broken the Treaty, and marched slowly to join his army 
of 50,000 men at Plassey. Law, of course, had not been able to 
join the Nawab, but the latter took down with him a small party 
of thirty or forty Europeans under M. Sinfray to manage his 
artillery. Before M. Sinfray left Cossimbazar, he obtained per- 
mission to destroy the British Factory.^ 

At Plassey the Nawab found his army in an entrenched camp 
on the eastern or left bank of the Cossimbazar River. According 
to Eyre Coote it consisted of 20,000 horse and 40,000 foot, with a 
large number of elephants and guns.^ 

Vol II , pp. 409. 41 1. Thtd p. 461. ‘ Vol. HI., p. 56. 
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A POAITION OF Tl>r£ SmtlSH ARMY AT 8 IN THE 
MORNINO 

B FOUR GUNS AOVANOGD TO OWOK THE PIRE 
OF THE FRENCH PARTY St THE TANK D 
C THE NAWAB'S ARMY 

O A TANK FROM WHENCE THE FRENCH PARTY 
CANNONADED TILL 8 IN THE AFT EHO ON.' 
WHEN PART BRITIEH ARI( || |P dOK 


E & F A REDOUBT AND MOUND TAKEN BY AS 
SAULT AT HALF-PAST 4. AND WHICH COM- 
PLETED THE VICTORY 
G THE NAWAB'S HUNTING HOUSE 


LUW TLK \\ 


PL\SSh\ 

Th s finious Inttlc h li put 1 Ln^il incl t*' 1 pet le s lo sty in the 
1 f the li — L \\\ * 

It will never be known whether Omich me! b cd the con- 
spl^ac^ to Siraj uddauh or whether he or S( n t ne lUl di-^closed 
i in t ^ilcutti but It w IS I 111 li h s| ken f h t t'lwn on the 
h June ind it known in Mui ndil id n the ""th, pro ^tl 7th June 
1 d)^ l\ me in of Mathuri M d the whieh m i\ aceount for^ ‘’7 
the Nawal rtceninw, M Sinfr i\ the next d i\ “* Lli\ewis\ery 
m\i( us cibc Lit the s ifU) fMi \\ itts ind hi c npTiii ns, ind it 
I ee ini necebSLr\ fer him to m6\e He w is then in c imp at the 
1 leiich G ir lens On the 12th Maj r Killpitrick j ined him at 
t hinderni^oie with all the militar\ fr m C il itta \dmiral 
\\ itson sent i girrison of ict sukis tc Chindeini ore, and 
rdered the 1 ni^e itu to inehcr off the t wn of Hugh to 
c\(riwe the raiijda) The litter w is an (ffice- n imed Shaikh 
\mii ulla, whom the Nawab hid ipp inted in spite f the British 
I mmend ition of Nandkumar \inir nil i after i feeble protest, 
r signed himself to obey Cli\es ordtro ind made n attempt to 
nterfere with his mareh 

On the 13th Clive wrote t the N iwab itc ipitulatmg theiitnjuo*, 
grievances of the British, referring particularK to his treacherous 
rrespondence with Law and Buss>, and innouncmf, his inten- 
tion of marching to Murshidabad, there to submit his complaints 
tc the arbitration of Jagat Seth, Mohan Lai Mir Jafar, RSi 
Lurlabh Mir Madan, and the other chief nobles and officers. 

III p 212 \ol II pp ^ PP* 4 <^» 4®3 

III p 210 ® P 

Ibli pp 404 405 ' 407 
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i3th-i7th The same day Clive began his march with a force of 650 mili- 
June, 1757 . jQQ topasses, 150 of the train (including 50 sailors commanded 

by Lieutenant Hayter and 7 midshipmen), 8 pieces of cannon 
(6-pounders), and 2,100 sepoys. The sepoys marched by land, 
the rest of the force went by water. The same evening they 
reached Nyaserai. On the 14th they arrived towards nightfall 
at Khulna, a jiimadar, havildcir, and 29 Madras sepoys having 
deserted on the march. Messrs. Watts, Collet, and Sykes joined 
them in the afternoon. On the 15th Colonel Clive appointed 
Captain Archibald Grant a Major, and on the ibth gave the same 
rank to Captain Lyre Coote. On the 17th the army reached 
Path, and Major Coote was detached with 200 Europeans, 500 
sepoys, and 2 held-pieces to attack Cutwa F'ort, the Commandant 
of which had promised to come over to the British. 
i8th‘i9th Major Coote arrived at Cutwa on the iSth, and encamped 

June, 175/. opposite the Foit. On the i()th the r)fliccT in charge of the 

artillery informed him he could not bring the giin^ up the river 
owing to thi sballowiiess of the water, Coote sent a janhidCu 

with a dag f)f tnu'e tt^ say he had come a^ a friend, but if the C oni- 

mandant, who-^c soldiers had already lired on hi*^ men, continued 

to resist, lu' would storm tlu' }dac(‘and give no quarlei. The Com- 
mandant ^efu^ed to suiTeiidei, v) the se})oys made a pretence of 
attacking the Fort m front whilst thi' Juiropeans crossed the river 
which lies between the Fort and towm a little higher up. As soon 
as the British adxanced the enemy deserted the Fort. This w'as 
an earthen fortification w'ith eight round tow'crs, and about half 
a mile in circumference, and w’as armed with fourteen guns.^ Its 
importance lay in the fact that it commanded the highroad to 
Murshidabad, thu'^ securing access or retreat by water, and it also 
contained a very large (juantity of grain." 

Clive’s main army arrived at Cutw'a late at night, and halted 
the next day, much distressed by the hcav}' rains, which prevented 
the men from their tents. 

Up to this time Clive had received nothing but bare promises 
from Mir Jafar. He had no personal acquaintance w ith that Prince, 
and hesitated to risk the fortunes of the Company on the bare 
word of a man who, w'hatever his reasons, wais a traitor to his own 
^ Vol III., p. 53. - Ibid , p. 65 
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bo\ereign. Accordingly, he wrote to the Committee that he would 
not cross the river unless Mir Jafai joined him, and that if he 
could only secure 10,000 matinds of gram he could, with this and 
what he had secured at Ciitwa, hold his present position until 
iftur the Rams, when, if the Nawab did not consent to » firm 
peace, it would be eas\ to form an allimcewith the MarathdS, 
or the Raja of Hirbhum, or e\cn the W azlr ot Delhi ^ C li\( ’s 
letter w i-, discussed b} the Committe< on the 2 ,id June, an i the 
membcis piesent (Messrs. Drake and Recher) boiill} de( lared the 
C olonel’s fears to be groundle‘s^, and that b should be instructed 
to force on in engagement, 

‘ \ lOMded lie thinks ihcie is i ^ood |)H)s])ef l f sue css 

This diplomatiealU -worded order did not n i 1 Mi\e until the 
when, his \ictor} being complete, ht lepheci with dignified 
contempt that its contents weie 

nilctii tc lid ( )nti idiLl)i\ Ihu I i n |»j no otl li ( nisiiu l in on i th in 
in ntei I lo k n \ )ui selves it in\ e\|)( isc 1 1 ilu cxpeii li n 1 iisciii eil 

Me intiim he had with mueh misv^iviiiw, cilltd i C uncil of \\ ir 
on the 2ist 

1 In ( oloiu 1 intoinied the C oun 1 tin lu toiind lu Kiild n >t depend on 
Ml< i I ittiei f )i iny tiling niou thin h i ind nt, ni itci in i isi wi line to an 
ti ni u th ih( \ il)ob th It M msieiii 1 i \ w tl i I) k 1 \ of I undi \ is then 
chi thill di\s init(h of joinin^ llic \ ilioh whose iiin hv tlebist intelli 
stn L li c )uUl git c insisted of ib )Ut -lOoyo niin ind th it lu ^called us 
I >^,eihi 1 t) desiiL 0111 opinions whethii 11 these tciinibi ini is it would be 
pr lint to loini to iinmedi itt i turn wiili thi N ib b 01 foil iuisiKls wheie 
I MR ind lemiin till the cc;/"* was o c ml the Mor lUoc lould be 
I I ci,^lit into the countiv 

With ih it touch of comed\ which riin-i through ail th tragic 
c\i nts of the leign c)f Siraj-ud 1 ila, the Council of \\ ar had bien 
opined b} a demand from Lieutinant Ha\ter to take precedence 
f the ( ompan} 's Captains. On his request being disallowed he re- 
fused to vote, and withdrew from the Counc il ‘ C h\i gave his vote 

^<^1 II p ^is [(ip 

^ / P 431 Vnother trick played bv the Committee was lo allow Mr brake to 
’MhpersonalU to letters addressed to the Committee collectively, with ofcourse the 

mie object viz to place the blame of failure on Clive s shoulders (Vol II p 429) 

The Rains » \ ol III p 54 ' PP 54 

M 


ist Ji ne, 
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against immediate action, and of the remaining members of the 
Council, twelve voted against and seven for it.^ Major Coote, 
the first of the minority to vote, thought it necessary to give his 
reasons, which were — 

1. That the men were in the best of spirits, and any delay 
would discourage them. 

2. That the arrival of M. Law w(;uld strengthen the Nawab's 
army and councils, and would probably be followed by the desertion 
of the numerous Frenchmen in the British force. 

3. That the army was so far from Calcutta that communications 
could be maintained only with difiiculty, if at all. 

He therefore voted for immediate action or a retreat to Calcutta. 
With him in the minority were all the Bengal officers except Cap- 
tains Fischer and Lebeauine. The former ajipears to have been 
quite new to the country, and the latter had only just been restored 
to his rank after a somc*\\hat arbitrary dismissal by Clive.- He 
might well hesitate to vote against tlu o|)inion C)f that determined 
commander.’* As a matter of fact, we may say that all the officers 
who knew the co^intry were m fa\our of immtdiatc action. Clive 
assertt‘d later on that 

‘thi^ w.is llie only C uum il of W.ii lie c\ci laid, and if he had abided by that 
Counul It would liave been the luin of the E.isi India ('oinp-uiy.’’' 

Clive explained in his evidence before the Parliamentary Com- 
mittee that he had never consulted any of his notes since the battle, 
and this explains why he spoke as he did ; for the question put 
before the C'ouncil of War was not whether they should fight or 
not, but whether they should advance befort* they obtained assur- 
ances of assistance from Mir Jafar. An hour after the Council Clive 
informed Major Coote that he would march next day.’'* On the 
22nd, early in the morning, the army set out, and reached Plassey 
Grove about twelve at night, where w'ord wais brought that the 
Nawab’s vanguard tif 6,000 men 'was within three miles of the 
British. The samj^day Clive received a letter from Mir Jafar, 
promising his assistance and explaining his plans.^ 

' Vol. III., pp. 53, 321. - Ibid , p. 344. 

■' Captain Lebeaume resigned the Company's service in 1758 (I’ublic Consulta- 
tions, 2ist June, 1758, letter appended;. 

< Vol. III., p. 31Q. * Ibid , pp. 54, 322. 


« Vol. II . p. 420. 
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1 ne of June was tht anniversary of the KingV acces- 23rd June 

mon to the' throne, and while the -^hips at Calcutta were bring 
siluftb in the King's honour - Clive and his men were fight- 
ing a bank, the ultimate ^lesult of which w is to add to his 
d( minions the greatest diptndencv tvei held by a Eniopean 
Pow (. r 

1 Ins 1 inioiis hght has betn so often desenb d that it is 111 pc 
tc idd anything not ilieidv known, in I -hangt^ 11 the 
kit IKS (f thf ( onntr\ ha\e i ndci d the 1 ttlehdd so unlike 
whit It w IS in 1757 that it k no lo gtr possibl to jdentit\ the 
joints mentioned in the vinous ac( omits Nhich hivt been left 
d it I he Hiitish who held the ( lebrittd \e, tlun known 

IS t'u 1 iksh i 1 igli, (t v^rovt of OIK hundi( 1 h iisand tries,* 

j n te ti 1 fic 111 tilt lilt 1 the \ iw 1 ^mi b\ i hij.h 

( 1 1 ml me lit whii h r in round it It w i tin tc this c mse and thi 

1 li ♦ winch tilt \ iw d) ind li n \ tt It t w uds t ich other 
til t ill hiitish slid ittl so little 1 

\ idiiis tc i Dutch ICC i lit, th \ iw lb s \ iii^n ird consisted 
f d 111 15000 mt n ctrnmindcd b\ M( h in L il Mii M id m, 

Mini C h ind C < j i H icli, ,iiicl \ ibi '^m,^h Hi 111 Jdu \li 
Kh in K 11 Durl ibh, ind \ ir Lutf Kli in (ciinnindcd sepaiate 
tl t iclinunts and took no j)iit in the hgld 

^ n ifttr d IV 1 re ik the N iw ib ^ v 111^,11 11 d iclv me d to the 
itt u k The Ihitish were in four divisic ik iindii M ijors Kill 
\ itnc k (Trint ind Co te, ind C ipt an (jaupj). Thty were 

t tioned in fiont (f the (inbinkmtnl with th mis iiid sljkvs 

n the il inks Mir M id in with a b( d\ of n ilivt tioojis and the 
I rtneh, tjnicklv occupied an eminence within two hundred yard-^ 

riit Dictionirv of Naticni ’ ioj,raphv tht date is th( i2tb June 

b 1 rrtbpeniste the 2^rd J t N 
\0l 111 p I" 

It 11 1 c seen that th( \ incus accounts to ht found 11 this Selection difier 
It tu n d tail especiallv is tc the time "it \vhich the eminences in front of tht 
Urn pjsiti n were captured— r-i mpare Clues fwn acetunts (Vol II 
n K'’ 4^ ) In central I ha\e frllowed the account ^>1 tn by Eyre e.oote 
\ 1 III 1 5, 

* Su iiholanath ( hunder s ‘ Traxels < f a Hindu p 51 
^(1 III pp 212 324 •’ \ol II p 426 ^ P 55 

b rne of the descriptions mention ‘ eminences and some tanks In the plains 
f Bengal tanks are artificial ponds generally quadrangular in shape, and vary much 



cc 


BENGAL IN 1766-57 


of the British, and their fire and that of the other advanced posts 
rendered it advisable for the latter to withdraw into the Grove. 
The enemy were apparently afraid to assault this position, and 
a cannonade on both sides followed until about two o’clock. Clive 
had for the moment retired to Plassey House, a small hunting lodge, 
to change his clothes, w’hich were wet through by a sudden shower 
of rain, when suddenly the enemy, dismayed^ by the loss of Mir 
Madan and Bahadur AlT Khan, son-in-law to Mohan Lai, began 
to retreat upon their entrenchments. Clive’s intention had been 
to wait until night to make an attack on the latter/-^ but Major 
Killpatrick, thinking the moment favourable, sent w'ord to Clive 
and marched out of the Grove. In a few minutes Clive w'as on 
the spot, and angrily reprimanded Major Killpatrick,'^ whom he at 
first sent back to the Gro\e, but on his ajiologizing for his breach 
of orders, he permitted him to remain. It was nr^w impossible to 
retire, so Cli\e continued the advance, and the enem} were 
(juickh diiven fioin the emiiunce near the British ('amp. Here d 
halt seems to ha\e bi en madt till about 4 p.m., when the 
Grc^nadiers and a compan\ (»f sepoys advaiued towaids another 
Tank and eminence close to thi Nawab'^ entrenchments. this 
time the Xawab’s aimy was entiiel^ dc morahst^d. one knew 
w’ho was faithful to the Nawab and who a traitoi, but it w'as 
evident to e\i*r\ man present that Mir Jafar and Rai Durlabh, w^ho 
had marched round to the right of Plasse\ Grove but had not hred 
a shot, had no intention of assisting their compatriots. However, 
the detachment at the I'ank, and the men in the entrenchments, 
kept up a warm but ineffectual hre. Cli\e, hnding that the enem} 
would not come out of then defences, oideied his men to storm 
these two ]Dositions, and ajjparenth about the same time the 
Nawab s('nt w'ord to Sinfra\ and the Ficnch^ to retire as he was 
betrayed and the battle lost. Siraj-uddaula tied on a cameF 

in si7e The earth excaNateil in makin^' the tT-nl is tlircn\n up £;onerall\ as an em- 
banl merU round the ta 4 |^ but sometimeb in a sincfle mound or hill. Thus ' tank ' 
and ‘eminence ma> well refer to what is practu,all> the same position. 

‘ Vol. II , p. 4.17 * II 'd p. 440 ^ \ nl III,, p. 404. 

* The ‘ Seir Muta(]horin savs Mohan Lai wished to continue the fii^ht (Vol. II., 
p. 

* Vol II., p 441 
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belonging to one of his servants, and was one of the first who 
tntcred Murshidebad to announce his defeat ^ 

1 he British had little difficulty in dispersing his followers, whom 
th(.\ pursued as far as Daudpur, about si\ miles from the held, 

when thf> hilted for the night The Na\vab‘- army had lost 

ab ut 50 ) men killed, three elephants and i Teat number of 
horst-, ind the British took hft} -three gun*^ Vrn )ngst the plunder 
of till V imp was the Nawab’s t(nt On hisink^i md w is found a 

list I f thirteen of his c jurtiers whom h( had do iimd t death 

D II in^ the battle Mir Jafar and Rai Durlabh h id not bred a shot 
orstiiuk i blow lh(.> marched th( jr force s i id to ^he right 
of Plasse\ Grove, but is thev sent n > message u h\ he did not 
I W.1 ise them, ind supp siii^ th it th u(i t) fthecnem) 
ti in 1 ithank him ijKuedhiet ki } ) n it i s ifi dist ince ' 

On ill pli Mu j if II with ('^m If 1 n i h\L hid sent to 
him Lud in t live s c imp \\ nether his ri d inteiiti nhid 

Iami t ) in in thi itt i k m the Lnti h 111 the cm 111 of Mir Madan 
1 eii \ictoi oil'- )t t issist ( live, he hid done nothing for either 

} irt ind Mu J ifir had grave doubts is t( the r(C».[ 1 ^ he 

w 1 1)1 ^r inled \\ hen the guard turned ut 

e him I he pi el he stiitc 1 i f he hiif^lu i u is all over uith 

1 f (1 (I h s ounlen in e bi f,hten u| 1 11 tt e Col ncl ei hi i tcl him, ind 

I te 1 h 1 S of the ihiee } ro nee ’* 

M r j ifu informed C live th it he w is determined to cirr} out 
ttirns iftheTreitv eonelude d be tween him ind the Council, 
ml liistened t; Miirshidabad to ensure the cipture of Siraj- 
n Id ml I ind prevent an^ commotion imongst the people or 
s ildierv On reiching M hid ibid, Mir J ifar t )ok possession 
f ih( N iwab s pal ice ol M iirganj, giving up his own j ilaee 
f Jifirfanj to his son Miran Clive irrived m the 26th 
eric imped it the 1 rench b ictor} at Saidabad He w is about to 
e-Uter the town on the 27th when the Seths w lined Mr Watts 
thit Miran, Rai Durlabh, ind others had forme cl i plot to kill him 

^ 1 III p 212 and Scrafton s ‘ Keflection p Sj 
'scrafton s Reflectionb, p j:) \ ol 11 p 44 * 

Ser-ifton s Reflections p go, and Vol 111 p 
Sen Mutaqhenn vol 11 p *37 
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on his way to the palace.^ This would have been an easy matter, 
for as Clive tells us, 

‘The citv of Mux'idavad'* is as extensive populous, and rich as the City of 
London ’’ 

And 

‘ The inhabitants must have iinountcd to some liundied thousands and 
if thev hid hid an indinition to hive destioved the I uiojieans, the> might 
have done it with sticks ind stones * 

Accordingly, Clue postponed his \isit until the next da\, w'hen 
he made hib entry with a guaid of loo Kings troops, the Com- 
pany’s Grenadiers, 500 sepoys, and two hcld-pieccs, the whole 
army being held in readiness to march at a moment’s warning/’ 
He took up his abode at the Murad Bagh,^ and the same afternoon 
MTian carriL to Londiic t him to hi-» fithcr, who was now in the 
N aw ah’s othti p il cl of Hii i Jhil 

‘ \s I foLina ht dccl ned il in^ h s sc it on the / ;/// I li inded li m to it 
ind saluted him is N ibol upon \\h ch hs omticis ( on^,! iTiil lU d him and 
paid him tin usu d horn igt 

Thus the. l\(\oluti< n was ( iinctl to i succcssfiil conclusion by 
the c^iplom ic\ of Ml \\cittsand the com ind conduct of Clue 

The victory of PI issev li is dw i\s Incn c nsideied one of the 
decisive battles c f histoiv, ind \ct the victois lust oiih 4 Luropeins 
and 14 septn s killed, ind 11 1 iiKpcins md 3()s^pov‘^ wounded, 
4 Europe in ind J })c \ olhcci'^ were w undi d, ind i sepoy ofticer 
killed 

Law belittles the v u torv is i militin uhicvement, foi he says 

‘Then memo rs sliow tint without tlu intciventi mil i mii ick it could oni> 
end to then 1 1\ ml i^^e sinic thi ^ic itei put ol the. \ i ibs irmv w is against 
him leu peivadcd the whole irm\ befoie the iclion commenced 

Kvervoni. w is pcisuackil ih it Siiijuddiuli w is i)iti ivecl md no one knew 
whom to trust * 

There is no doubt tint, as regiids actual fighting and the part 

' \ol II p 431 Murshidabad \ d III , p ^14 

•* \ ol III p 52 \ Ilii \ 5S 

‘ Orme Historv \ol n , p ibi 

This \Nas the palact, f f Siraj uddaiila see C^imc History vol 11 p 159) 

\ ol II p 43” 

® I leutenants Cassels and Holst sergeants Delubar and Lyons 
^ Vol III p 212 
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pla\ed b} the soldier, Plas*=iey was, as a battle, not even to be com- 
pircd with the skirmishes round Calcutta in the preceding 
bcbruar}, but this does not detract from the example of moral 
courage exhibited b}^ Cli\e ' Behind him was the Bengal Council 
and St 1( ct Committee, composed of a bod> of men jealous, mean 
ind eowaidly ; before him an arm} enorinousl} supenor in 
niimiicr His onl} hope la\ in the courage i i 1 discipline A his 
tr()()[)s the gre iter part of whom were foreigi , incliidii e many 
dcMit is, and in tlie worci of a min whom he h ul ne\e seen, 
whose iction up to the \er\ moment of battle h id given little or no 
n ison foi conhd ntc, and who, a- I have s ud w is, whatever his 
jiistihc ition, a ti utor to one whf was hib ithlivc is well as 
St \en iu,n. 

1 ht effect of the victory upon ( livi position amongst the 
ofti 1 il^ it C l 1( iitt was gre it in*^^ t t niMius Drake, who 

hid I'.sistctl in ill till pett} m itilu ition intht ti d upon him b\ 
tht C uncil ind ( )nimiUeL, ino who-^e kttcis, while m itt( is 
w It still in susj)cnst , hid h irdcrcd upon ins:)knce ^ now wrote 

I Itptnd up n \()U for dii in I toi fuitlui fi i n 11 i Is v )LJ 1 v ® ith m 

1 |) wet t ( ntei on 1 ni \lio \v tli it tiuth in I it KO( PR 

Dl \ki 

\nd tliL Vdiniril w ho had e\t n d )iihted hi il mce^ of sui cess 

in this t \]H dition jtiined with \dinir il Pot >rk and the Council in 
i letttr of congt itul itioiid 

lilt. ie\ ilution efte ted 1\ mi ^dlmt t n lurl ind tlu biwci> of tlie 
ill ets) ind soldcis undei \ )U is of evti iiidni \ iinj) it in t not o ily to the 
t )ii I in> but t ) the Ibitish nit on m i,enci il tb it \\t think I incumbent to 
iciLirn NOLI ind >oui otficeis oui binteu th u ks on bchilf of H s ^ ntinrii k 
M nestv ind the 1 ist Indi nnpanv ^oi \ ui behivioui I'm lb s ctitit il and 
nip )rt int Kcision 

C live wrote to his friend Ormc 

I im pobsesbtd of volumes of maten iK f t tbt t ontinuance of your History, 
r wbi b will ippeit fi^htini, links cb ineiv nt inUes politieb and the Lord 
knows whu In short there will be i fine held for > m to displa\^\oui genius 
tn s j 1 shill ceitiinly call upon the Cotbl on m> to I ngland 


’ \ )1 II, pp 3j. 4iS // / p 43^ /I rf, p 395 

^ //If, p 432 Ilil.P 43- P 
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THE DEATH OF SIRAJ-UDDAULA. 

‘A man of Siraj-uddaula’s chaiacter could nowhere find a real ft lend.’— 

Law.i 

The Nawab, as we have seen, was unable to wait for M. Law, 
whose advice, it must be granted, would probably have been 
of the greatest service to him, when we consider that the fear 
of his arrival was one of the chief inducements mentioned by 
Eyre Coote for immediate action. Sinfray was probably a young 
man ; he was little known to the Nawab and the courtiers, and, 
therefore, without influence, though evidently a man of great 
determination and courage. His behaviour at Plassey was 
honourable to himself and his nation, but useless to the Nawab, 
for the latter was surrounded by traitors. 

When the Nawab rose on the fatal morning of the 23rd June, his 
natural confusion of mind was increased by the ominous events 
of the previous evening. Scrafton tells us that as he sat alone 
in his tent at Plassey his attendants crept away one by one till the 
place was deserted, and a plunderer entering stole the gold top 
of the hukkah he had just been smoking, and cut off some of the 
broadcloth of the tent. Suddenly rousing himself, he observed 
what had happened. 

‘ It shocked his soul to think that he whose frowns were death but in the 
morning should now be ^ittle feared. He called for his attendants, and cried 
with great emotion, “ Sure, they see me dead.” 

Upon the natives of India omens have an influence hardly com- 
prehensible by Europeans, and Siraj-uddaula must have begun the 

• ^ Vol. III., p. 213. ^ ‘ Reflections,' p. 86. 
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day with a presentiment of disaster. Until Mir Madan tell there 
was no sign of this being fulhlled, but when that happened he 
felt that it was necessary to make a supreme appeal to Mir 
Jafar Sending for him, betook off his turban and placed it in 
his hands, entreating him to defend it 

I now repent of >\hat 1 have done, and, ivailin^ nn^elf ol those nes of 
( ons in^^umity which subsist between us as weM is of il se r ghls which iny 

indfithcr Aliverdi Khin, his doubtless icquired upon jr Kiatitude 1 look 
11]) to \ou IS the onh lepiestntuive of that xeneiabk pti^miKe, ami hope, 
ihutfnc that, for^ettin^ my pist trespisses, }Ou hall hmeeforth behave as 
1 )LC( mes a S a ni in united in blood to me and n in ot sentiments, who 
( n i plateful i crnembrance ot all the benefits he h lereived from my 

fun 1 \ I lecommcnd myself to you tike cate of the nscrvation of my 
h n 111 and life 

Th ii,;h it came too late, this appcil mo\td Mir Jafar to some 
of compassK n and regret uid lu swore on the Koran to 
be faithful to him Hut events vveie him \ mg him on, and Mir 
J Jai, bound b} his pledges to his fellow nobles and to the British, 
could only refiain from ictually hghting against him This is 
the most probable explanation of his apparent Vacillation m the 
battk Itself 

Seeing that Mir J ifar and Rai Durlabh remained neutral, the 
Nawab ordered the brench to retiie and fled himself When he 
irrned at Murshidabad, most of the chiefs who had followed 
liini left him and repaired to then own houses Next day he threw 
open the Treasury, and people crowded to it, not to enter into his 
service, but to carry off what they could * The eity was full of his 
nobles, but from none of them could he hope for assistance, and 
the only advice he could get was though wise, unpalatable. It was 
to surrender to Clive Dismissing his few remaining counsellors, 
he found himself left almost alone, and wljen late at night he 
received news of Mir Jafar’s arrival in the city, he put his wife, 
Lutf-unnisa Begam, and a number of his favourite women into 
coaches with all the gold and jewels he could collect, and fled from 

' A descendant of the Prophet, 

- Seir Mutaqhenn, vol ii , p 232 
’ Vol II , p 423, and Vol IH , p 3*4 
* Vol III , p 324, and ‘ Seir Mutaqhenn, voi 11 , p 234 
® Scrafton’s * Reflections, p 90 
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the city ; but instead of taking the left-hand road, which led direct 
to Rajmahal, probably because he thought the pursuit would 
certainly go that way, he took the road to the right leading to 
Hhagwangola,^ where he embarked with his helpless companions 
on a number of boats and proceeded up the river. By this flight 
he cut himself off from those remnants of his army which were 
still undecided what course to pursue.- On the 30th June he 
arrived close to Rajmahal, and being fatigued with confinement 
in the boats, went ashore whilst his attendants prepared a meal. 
Though he had disguised himself in mean clothing, he was 
recognised l)y a man named Dana Shah. This person had some 
time before offended Siraj-uddaula, who had ordered his ears 
and nose to be cut off. Thus mutilated and disgraced, he was 
living as a fakir at the very spot where Siraj-uddaula’s evil genius 
led him to land. Escaping quietly from the spot, Dana Shah 
gave information to Mir Daiid.^* w^ho promptly sent a guard to 
seize and conduct him to Murshidabad. Other officers laid hands 
on what property they could, and Mir Kasim, son-in-law' and 
later on supplanter of Mir Jafar, took Lutf-unnisa and her casket 
of jewels, supposed to be worth many lakhs of rupees.'* This 
a|)parentl\ happened on tiu 1st Jul\, and a few houis after Siraj- 
uddaula’sdi'pai lure the ad\anc( guaid of Law’s detachment reached 
Kajinalial. Law had aiii\ed at Patna on the jrd June. He had 
a strong pie^eiitiment that e\il w’(.)uld soon befall the N,iw'ab, but 
thought he was near enough to join him in time if any emergency 
arose. He needed only foui 01 ine da\ s to go by water to Suti and 
then two da}s to march in land to Murshidabad. Even at Patna 
he heard dis<juittmg lumours, but as late as the iqth he received 
a letter dated the loth from the Xaw.ib bidding him not to be 
uneasy. Piobably this was a foigery substituted for a letter 
written after the Nawab’s interview wdth Sinfray on the Sth, 
and summoning him to his assistance. All these letters had to 
pass through the lia^s of Mir Daud at Rajmahal, wEo forw'arded 
or delayed them as nt pleased. Soon after, the rumours of trouble 

’ ‘ Seir Miitacjlifiin, \ol 11 , p 2]^ • Ihid 

’ Stewart fp ‘io) the name of the (iO\ernnr of KajHahal was Mir K 3 .sim, but 
the ‘ Seir Mutaqhenn and Itroome saj Mir Daud 
‘ Seir Mutaqhenn, vol. 11 , p. 240. 


' Vol II., p. 443 
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becoming more frequent, Law thought it better to start for 
Murshidabad, and on the 22nd he received the Nawab’s first 
letter written after the flight of Messrs. Watts, Collet, and Sykes. 

1 liL same da> he wrote aitd begged the Nawab to wait for him, 
but biraj-uddaula probabl} never got the lettei, for Law himself, 
hurrving as fast as hi could, was ddaved In wind and storm. 

Henct. his latt arrival at Rajmahal Hi uih* that all was over, 
and knowing the British would pi >mptl\ sciu^ torc^i m pin suit, 
he le^icLted as rapidly as he cc uld, consohn^ himself vv’di the 
leflLction that, though to have usuicd Siiai-iiddaula would have 
hem i Rat to boast of, \it now thit he v\ disLited by all his 
fiimcls tht Prime would probablv have been na^ri a buiden than 
ii help to the I lench.^ 

Wlun he found himself in thi hinHs (1 ii j enemas, Siraj- 
Lidd ml i seems to have lo^t his si If c )nti( 1 IL bewailed his file*, 
hegw^i d his gu lids to sp ire his lifi , in 1 ottciul to retire as a j)iivate 
pe^ -ion on a small pension t j un re me te cornel w hei e the comiiierors 
might send him Some of the officers seemed to feel pit} for him, 
and on the 2 nd, when he was brought to Murshidabad, Mir^^j^Jul 
Jain irnmediitilv held i Council to decide upon his fate Mir 
] fii, it is slid wished to spire his life but his idvise is pointed 
( Lit tint tliL ( 1 nel w is known to be meieiful ml th it p >pulir 
of)ini )n might turn in Siiaj udd ml i s f ivoui \ dhinw, was hnall} 
decided, ind Mii j ifn, handing him \ti tc his si n Miran with 
stru t in]un( tions to t ike rait of him letindto let p Miran moek- 
mgh explained to his friends tint the best w l} of guarding the 
piisonor w IS to put him to death md though man\ )f the 
c )urtiers, like men of honour, Refused the hateful t i^k, one 
Muhimmid Beg** leccj t ^ it T iking stunt a mtc* men with 

^ 1 111 .OJ .IJ 

It has l u n surmibtd and virv piobal 1\ n l ill Rcthcr \n ili n l grounds that 
ihere v, is sjinethinf, of c llns un in this matter bt.t\vecn the fither and the son a 
thing indee 1 not at all unfrejuent m this part of the world and what nadt it pass 
h r a kind of justice was the remembrance that pejple had that this unhapp> voung 
man Suraja DowUt had been often emplo>ed in the ver\ same acts by the o\d Suba 
Aliverd\ Lawn who availing himselt of the sanguinarv disposition of h s grandson 
Ti ade use of him to remove such a through avarice suspicion or resentment he 
inclined to have taken awa> and then to save appearances disavowed the fad 
(\\atts Memoir p lob) 

^ beir Mutaqherin vol 11 , p 242 
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iAm, «^&ed, 

and tliere^ florin or 

even utter his at 

th0 the murderers stabbed fitm ufi!w|i|iM 

out that the death of Hasan Kuli Khan, his first vfcflltt, was 
aven^ed*^ The British knew nothing of the circumstances of^ 
event until many months after,- except that Miran had put him|p 
i^tii as his presence in Murshidabad had already excited sofiat 
commotion amongst the military The next morning the mu13- 
lated body was carried on an elephant through the streets of the 
town, so that all might know Siraj uddaula was dead, and after- 
wards buried in the Khush Bagh near the grave of his grandfather.^ 

Thus perished a Prince, the son and grandson of bra\e andf 
able men, brought to rum by an evil education and the ovem 
fondness of his gr indfather which led him into excesses that 
disordered his intellect He w is onl) twent} six^ years of age, 
and, according to nativf writers lemarkable for the beauty of 
his person Hated and despised b) his subjects and foreigners 
alike, he left one faithful mourner in his wife Lutf unnisa, who 
for many >exrs emploved mull iJi\ to sa} primers at his tomb, 
which she used frequently t( Msit 

^ S«er Muti jherin 1 1 4- beraft ns Ivtfltclions p 94 

* Vol II p 444 

* Stewart (p 531 sa>she\\is nl> t ent\ Witts Memoir (j loS) has beiu|f 
at the hour of his death scarce t vent\ five \ears f af,e 

' I^w (Vol IH I- 162) des rle h m is er> c mm n in ipj eannee but flM|' 
Stewart (p 531) ind n tht be r Mutijhenn 1 11 p -4 ) tl ere is mentltW 
of ‘that beaute s face of hi® s renovnel all over Hen^il for ts beauty HXMI 
sweetness 

® Muhammadin priests 

Forster J irne> from 1 ei l I nf^lin 1 i Si v 1 i p 
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CONCLl SION 

The Nabob b f^cntrobit> ( i T \ i 

BEbiDhs the immense sums allotted in thclieitN 

tion for the losses suffered b^ the Compan> and pii jt( pel^flUOtS 

the capture of Calcutta, Mir J ifaj had pronn 1 i 

tion to the arm> and na\> in return for tl t i assist 

was the uni\ersal opinion that Sirij uddaula possi ssed*'I^K!ftII^^(^ 

amountinj^ in a due to forty million p unds sterling and 'dMItlllMA 

Mr Becher suggested that the Member of the St Icet Comtiateee^ 

‘win reall) set the wh 1< n ichine n mot )ii 

should be likewise considered, thi Select Commitlte thought they 
might well Lsk for some sm ill 'll! irt f this tit isurc The Sitect 
Committee consisted of Mr l)i ikt Colonel Clue Mr Watts, 
Major Killp itrick, and Mr Beclui 1 ht inittn w u -suggested to 
Mr Watts, to whom Clue wretc 

1 he Committee h i\ tak the itl 1 i irdl ng^ t fac 

I t it\ with M 1 Jafii upon the 1 ible lie ee 1 th ii Mec J p^ate 

enlistments bt ubt i ned n v\rlnt» t i ike the (the Com i itlee m wlHCh- 
Nou lie nclueled) a present oi \2 I U of ruptcb ind i piesent of ta 

the ami) uid nd\) o\er and ib nt u ^ s»t pul it I m tl e i^rei ment 

Nor was it with the British alone that Mir Jafar hid to 
his boot} His fellow conspintor Rai Durlabh, deiiw®4sd 
fi\e pa cent of the Nawabi> treasures whdst the Seths bad fO 
be recouped the seven lakh^ of rupees which the F'rendb 
them.*^ As regards the last Clut wished to hand over the Ffcncb 
Factories to the Seths, but to this the Council objected 

^ Ibfd p 306 and Scrafton, p, ^ 

* \ ol II p 3S8 * P 

ccix ^ 


\ol III p 3140010 
* Vol III , p 304 
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When Clive arrived at Murshidabad, Messrs. Watts and Walsh 
were sent to the city to act as agents for the British in securing 
the Ndwab’s treasure. The} were met by Rai Durlabh,^ who 
assured them the Treasury contained only one hundred and forty 
lacks, instead of the fi\e thousand which popular rumour ascribed 
to Siraj-uddaula, and it was intimated to Clive that as the pay of 
the army was much in arrears, and as these must be discharged im- 
mediately in Older to ensure Mir Jafar’s safety, it was impossible 
for the latter to pa^ at once all th it he had promised to the British. 
I have already mentioned that according to M. Raymond, 
Omichand and Rai Durlabh had plotted to deceive the British by 
hiding a great portion of the treasure in the women’s apartments. 
Whether this is true or not, Clive found only the comparative!) 
small amount above stated, and after having discussed the matter 
with Jagat Seth, took Mir Jafir to visit him it his house, v\here it 
was settled that half the promised sum should be pud it once — 
two-thirds m monev ind one third in pi ite ind jewels — and that 
the othe r h ilf should he paia in three ejinlveailv instilments 
The monev indgcKUsweK immediitelv hindedc)ver ind sent 
down the iivir in bo its escorted hv a dot ichment of troops. 

As soon i th(\ entdtd llit ^leil i \(iMhe\ uen i necl b) the bolts of 
the sc|ii idion ind illto^tihcif imel i fleet f thi cc hundred bo its uithinusi 
pliNin^ drums Ji it n^ ind oloii s fl\in^, ml exhibited to the tiench md 
Dutch b\ wliose settlements tht\ pa sed is ent f ii different fiom whit thev 
had beheld the veir bef ne, when the N ibob fleet ind arm> pas>,ed them with 
the captive Ent,hsh md ill tli wt ilth and plundei of C ilcutt i 

Clive calcul itcd that 4^ millions sterling were paid in com- 
pensation to theist who had been luincd bv the loss (ff Calcutta, 
to private persons and to the Companv, the latter also receiving 
large ^rants of land ‘ In one of his letters he wiote that every 
subaltern would be / 000 the richer for the Revolution " Thus, 
by the generosity o^ Mir ) ifar, the sufferings of the ]3ritish 
in Bengal seemed ^ have been swept away like an evil dream, 
and for the momen*all was triuinjih and satisfaction , but when 
the news arrived m Lngland people began to enquiie into the pro- 

"Vol II p 430 It IOC Itkh ^ \ol 11 p 438 

* The Hujsli Scrafton s Reflections p 93 

“ Orme MbS O V , 19 pp 221 22- ^ \ ol 111 , p 362 
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portion between the reward given by Mir Jafar and the services 
he had received from Clive and the servants of the Company, and 
It IS not impossible that the Court of Directors felt and expressed 
some jealousy towards their servants, v\ho, so far fiorn then con- 
trol could amass such grcit fortunes is these of which thev now 
saw them in possession. It was not, tlierefoie iinn itiiial fca pt oplc 
to ask whether the action of the Select C (mi m itf t. 1 H ng il had 
l>en altogether honest ind disintt resUd ariej \hethtitlu hope of 
what the} might theinsehes obtiin from the r eitlunw < f biiaj- 
udd lul L had not to some extent infliieiue the ir cittitude as repre- 
sent itives of the Last Indii( omj in> t( \ iid +h it Prince The 
right of the Compin> to complain was donbtf ' f r ik t onl\ did 
it pa} its servants extremeh mall du inc iindei standing 

that their position gave them the opjx iuinit\ ( f in iking fortunes 
bv trade, but at that time, ne ii i it is < thi jiiesmt, it was not 
htld to be uniisii il oi in in\ w v dis^iiciliil ior gentlemen to 
t <ke pi cum in rew iid hi then ->i i \ k es from pi )ns of high rink 
nd station In his^Mdinci before the Stl ct ( ommittd ^ Clive 
explained Ins mlws rt,^iidin^ such icw irds ii d it i r that 

III ither he noi Ins he tre is'h id iin idt i th it he hid l)ilii\edim- 
properlv 1 his being so it becomes \< r\ difru ih hr i modern 
writer to bl ime C live ind thi Li ng il C < mmitti but t is allow 
ible to consider whit h is been the lesiilt i f then ( induct and to 
use our conclusion is i ^iiidi foi e ui own le tion in the future 
Whit the natives of the countr} «= uv w 's th it l>engal, which for 
tive hundred }eiis h id been the |)iiv of f n i,^ lers, had n w been 
transferred to the Liiropeins, who i few months befori had been 
mere merchants occupying i somewhat humble ])Osition in their 
countr}, but were now m posstssion ot gri u we ilth and in 
a position to dictite then ' hes to the Pnnci^ cf the lind Thev 
found that new arrivals from Britain came out hlltd with the idea 
that in Bengal gold might be had for the asking, and every }ear 
the} saw Luropeans carr}!!!^^ off great fortunes to their native 
countr}. The} asked themselves whether their new masters were 
not as rapacious as those whom the} replaced, and what the\ 
themselves had benefited b} the change was not so clear to their 
minds. Thus ever} da}, as the remembrance of the evils of the 
J Vol III pp 3I3 i 3M 
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government of the Nawabs grew fainter, the people looked with 
greater and greater dislike upon their new rulers. It took many 
years to remove this taint from the administration, and it is 
open to doubt whether even now the natives of Bengal are able 
to appreciate at anything like their full value either the benefit 
they received by the liberation of the country from the tyranny of 
Siraj-uddaula, or the disinterestedness of so much of the work done 
since then by the servants first of the East India Company and 
afterwards of the British Crown. Finally, one is forced to the 
conclusion that the first cause of this unhappy miscomprehension 
lay in the inadequate salaries given by the Court of Directors to 
their servants both military and civil, w^hich made it difficult for 
the latter to distinguish between public duties and private desires, 
and also that a great nation does not properly safeguard its honour 
when it places its dealings with fon^igners in the hands of men 
w'ho arc the servants of a trading Coinpanv. 



A SELECTION OF PUBLIC AXO PRIVATE 
PAPERS DEALINCx WITH Tllli \FFATRS OF 
THE BRITISH IX BENGAL DURING 
THE REIGN OF SIRAJ-UDDAULA. 


I. Trandation of an extract from a letter fxnn tlic ^ ,.nch Coiincilt Chan* 
iterna^orey to the Council at Ma'iiiltpaianiy Aated 2.6 Aprily 1756.^ 

Thu Nawab Ali\cidi Ivhan diud on th( loth rurruiit at Sccaran- 
(loiikih His nu})li(*\\, wlio is also liis ^a'and^on, lias siiccx'f'dLd 
U) the sjibuhdiirr without the sliglitc'st opjiositJOiit con- 

tiun to our exj-iectatHuis. Instu«icl of the rcN'oliition with which 
thoui^dU the country w.is niuiiacutl at the death of the old 
Nawal), evcrytlun^^^ appeals to be qmet and to submit to his 
Ml' cessor. 

Letter from Mes^is. ll’a/Zs, Collet and luiison to the Councily Fort 
William y dated Cossimlhiza: , J5 May, 173b. 

^'esterday Golaum Hosstdn Cawn sent for our wiqiiecl ' and shewed 
him a letter which his son Gc)launi AlhCaw n, tlie N.ibol/s arlshc^^y^ 
wiote him from his ramp, the piirp(jrt of which w'as as follows: — 
ttiat the Nabob receiving a letter from the (iO\ernour and at the 
same time one from the runrh Director w'as ext rearnly angry and 
immediately sent ordeis ti> Roy Doolob to stop our business at 
Cossimbu;'ar and to Mohunlol to write to the Nabob at Dacca to 
^^top our business there, and has likewise ordered Cossim Alii 
C aw n w'ith a body of forces to march to Tannahs Fort and has 
advanced them two months pay. Since writing the above we hav'e 
received a message from Kunichowdry,‘ Huckembeg's duaUy^* ac- 

’ Pondicherry Records - Viceroyalty or government. 

’ Native agent * Officer in charge of petitions. 

® Harib Chaudhuri Minister or manager 
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quainting us that 400 horse are arrived upon the Factory. As we 
have a \ery weak garrison at present wt, request \our Honour &c. 
will send us a parU with a suppl\ of ammunition. We are 
&.C Ac. 

3. DitiOy diitOy 31 May, 1756 (i) 

Since our last Golaum Shaw a considerable with his 

forces are come upon the I actor} and put a stop to all provisions 
coming m. 

We are informed b\ oui " ic jii d who had it fiom GoKum Shaw, 
that unless }oai Honour Ac will till up the ditch and pull down 
the new works which he heais is Ix^un upon, he is determined 
to attick us, therefore if }oui Honour Ac are detc rmined not to 
eompU with Ins ck m ind w( request \ou will send us a suppl} 
of men as OUI v, u ns n is \eT\ well li wt\ei we think it icKise 
cibk for ^(ur H( n iir A( t wiiti i 1 ttc 1 1 th( \ ibob imme 
di it 1\ 

\ Dll I j M i\ ) 

W( wrfl \oui U n 111 Ae the ^th in t int that th it c\ ening 
\iimct Htg ind \snnilt t iwn / mi i us eaine upon the 1 ictor} 
with then foKes md hi\e t\ci since I n \ci\ ti )ubl some in 
jrexcntin ]')ioMsi(ns ml the 1 nttc sines bcin^ biou^ht into 
ih 1 ictor\ We lu ink lined ( ideis 11 e ne to D icc i and all 
the uuini^s to st p the Hcnourible C ompan^ s liusiness 

W e h n e 1 1 rt iin id\ 11 1 s that Haekc ml c ^ ind his chi in Hums 
(howdiee hi\i been the occasion of this st q p it,e b\ their false 
repieseiit itions and insinuations relating to our diggin^ a ditch 
and 1 using fc rtihc itions in Calcutta We le i\l to }oui Honour 
tve s judgment whether it would not be ad\iseible to repiesent this 
tf) the A ibob, and that Haekembeg hid undci \ uious pretences 
for man\ ^eals past, eMeirted lar^^e sums from us, ind impeded 
our business h\ eiectij|^ of di u.Il\s, in diffeicnt places of the 
iiVcr and exieting large sums from ill b its that piss, and has 
aKo occ isioned i gieit loss te) the Coin})in\ b} his ciuans, 
Ihessendtl* ind Hurnsr ho \ die e , t ikmg up and lleecing our ill r- 
ehants, b\ which man\ of them are rendeied ineipable of pacing 

^ A niti\e militan ofheer Pictones for piece piods 

* I osis for the lew ol tolls T c ss bl\ Kissendas or Krishna Das 
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their ballances ; by which oppressive means, on us and other mer- 
chants, Thessendel on his death was possessed of near 8 lacks^ of 
rupees, which Hackembeg we are informed seized to his own use. 

We hear the Nabob is near RajamauJ and it is very uncertain 
when he will return and what his schemes are. 

5. Letter from the Nawah to Coja Wajid, dated Rajmehal, 
z8 May, 175b. 

It has been my design to level the English fortifications raised 
within iny jurisdiction on account of their great strength. As I 
ha\c nothing at present to divert me from the execution of that 
ii'solution I am determined to make use of this opportunity; for 
which reason I am returning from Rajahmaul and shall use the 
utmost expedition in my march that I may ariive before Calcutta 
;is soon as possible. If the English are contented to remain 
111 nu ( ountr} the} must submit to ha\e their fort lazed, their 
ditch idled up, and tiade upon the same' tc'rms they did in the 
tunc, of the Ntdiob jaffeir Cawn-; othcTwise 1 will expel them 
*.ntiu‘ly out of the* ])rovinccs c^f w'hith I am Suhuh wdiich I 
swccii to do before' (iod and our })ro})hcts. Should any person 
plc'c'd e\er so strongly in their behalf it will a\ail them nothing, 
as 1 am fully determine. d to reduce that nation to the above 
mentioned conditions and I recjuire that you wall not on any 
JKtount speak in their favour. Enclosed }oii will receive per- 

iUDhiJis^ f(;r the French, Dutch, and Danes, in w'hich I have 
assured them of my favour. I rccjiiest you wall deliver them, 
‘Uid sec they are well used in their trade and other respects. 
Endc'avour to engage those nations to prevent the English 
icsettling themselves after I have drove them out. 

(The following par a^uiph was wjotc at the bottom in ihe Nabob's 
own hand,) 

I swear by the Great God and the Prophets that unless the 
English consent to fill up their ditch, raze their fortifications and 
tiade upon the same terms they did in the time of Nabob Jaffeir 

^ One lakh ^ one hundred thousand 
Murshid Kuli Jafar Khan, Nawab of Bengal, 1704-1726. 

^ Viceroy or governor. * Official letters, grants or orders. 
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Cawn I will not hear anything irx their behalf and will expel them 
totally out of my country. 

6. Letter from the Nawab to Coja Wajid, -dated Muxadavad^ 

I June, 1756. 

I have received your letter acknowledging the receipt of my 
indent for broad cloth, horses &c., that my chawhich m'ar^ had 
seen and approved of two horses in Calcutta and that the English 
had sent me one of them as a present by the chau'buck sivar. I 
must repeat my desire for complying with my indent of broad 
cloth. The horse which the English have delivered my chawbuck 
swar, I direct you to return them again, as they have neither 
regarded my ord(Ts nor live with me upon a good understanding, 
for which reason I will not accept of their present and therefore 
insist on its being sent back. I have three substantial motive's for 
extirpating the English out of my (ountr\', one that th(‘y have 
built strong forlifKaitions and dug a large ditch in the Iving’s- 
dominions contrary to th( established laws of tlu' ( ountrv ; The 
second IS that thty have abii^eal tin* ])rivilegi' of th('ir dnstiicks'^ 
by granting them to such as were no wa\s entith'tl to tlu'in, from 
which practice's the King has suffered greatly in the re\enue of his 
Customs ; The* tlnrel motne' is tliat tlu'y ei\e })ie)te(tion to such of 
the King's subjects as ha\e b\ the'ir be'havituir m the' employs they 
were entrusted with made themselves liable te) be called to an 
account and instead of giving them [upj on demand they allow 
such persons to shelter themselves within the'ir bounds from the 
hands of justice, b'or these reasons it is become reejuisite to 
drive them out. If the\ will promise' to remove the foregoing 
complaints of the'ir conduct and wall agiee te) trade upon the 
same terms as other ine-i chants did 111 the timers of the Nabob 
Jaffeir Cawn I will then paidon their fault and )>ermit their 
residence here, otherwise I will shortly expel that nation. Upon 
W'hat pretence w’ill the^reiich atte-mpt to attack them in the river; 
w'hich the}' have ne\er aone since the settlement of Europeans ki 

^ A n>ui^h ntlcr, groom, or jocke) 

The Kinj' or limperoi of Delhi, to whom the Nawabs of Bengal were nominally 
subject 

Certificates that goods or merchandise belonged to the English Company and 
was therefore free from all tolls 
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the country ? I recommend it to you to endeavour by good usage 
to engage the French to attack the English on the river while 
I besiege them on shore ; and Jhe easier to induce them thereto, 
you may promise from me, that I will deliver the town of Calcutta 
into their hands as soon as I have made myself master of it. 

{The following paragraph was wrote in the Nabobs own hand at the 
bottom of the letter.) 

Please to acquaint the English minutely of my resolutions. If 
they are willing to comply with those terms they may remain, 
othcTwise they will be expelled the country. 

7. Letter from the Nawab to Coja Wajid^ in the uay to Calcutta. 

1 ha\e sei;ied Mr. Watts, the English Chief at Cossimbuzai (who 
has acted very unlike a Chief), and have delivered him over to 
tiu (haige* of Hussein Ally l>eg C'awn.^ I now dispatch Nazir 
M ihmud Daliel to }ou and direct yiiu to seize all ships, sloops 
ind \ c sst Is belonging to my subjects and deliver them to Mahmud 
1 m g; tl( a’rc the Prench, Dutch and Danes to be expeditious :n 
getting th(‘ir vcss(‘ls of foicv in* readin(‘ss to accompany mv land 
linn and attack tlu* English In the rner while I besiege them on 
sliou . 1 ha\(‘ sent thcMU powannahs likc'wist^ to that purport; 

.ind (C'jod willing) I shall soon appear before Calcutta. 

( 77 k following piiKigraph was xciott in the yabob's own hand at the 
bottom (f the letter.) 

I swear by the Majesty of God I wall not permit the English to 
Kniain settled in my countr^a 

Letter from Messrs. lEcz^/s. Collet and Uatson to the Councily Tort 
Wtlliamy dated Cossi/ii bazar, 2 June, 175b- 

Another large body of forces with a train of artillery is now 
marching to the Factory. Our vacquccl has ten peons'^ upon him 
and is ordered ncH to come to the Factory, and all entercourse 
nith the country people [has been] put a stop to. We have great 
I'eason to expect we shall be soon attacked, therefore request your 
Honour &c. will immediately send us a party of at least 100 men 

^ Son of Hakim Beg (see No. 13). In other letters (e g , No 9) Mr Watts is said 
lo have been placed in the charge of Hakim Beg himself 
' Country foot soldiers or attendants. 
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as privately as possible by way of Kisna^ah river and march over 
land from thence. We are with respect etc. etc. 

g. Translation of extracts from a letter from M. Vomet^ and Council, 
Cossimbazar, to the Dutch Director and Council, Hugli, dated 
. 3 fune, 1756.2 

The Prince left on the i6th of last month with the greater part of 
his troops and artillery in the direction of Rajmehal in order, as 
was rumoured, to make an attack on the province of Purneah, but 
having received some intelligence concerning the conduct of the 
English at Calcutta that was not published here, he speedily re- 
turned and had their fortified settlement invested by several bodies 
of troops. Raja Durlabh Ram lias even got beyond Tribenikhali 
with a few guns and has addressed a letter direct to the first 
undersigned, enclosing a panvana from the Nawab, a copy of which 
we have the honour to present herev^dth to Your Honour, together 
with the reply of the first undersigned to Durlabh Ram's letter. 

* *1^ * * *• 

The English having acted very manfully at the commencement 
sent word to Durlabh Ram that they would await two shots out 
of respect to the Prince, but that he should take care not to fire 
a third, for that they would then show who they were. But that 
laudable intention only lasted until yesterday evening, when their 
Chief had the infamy to allow himself to be prevailed upion by the 
lamentation and tears of his wife so far as to write a cowardly 
letter to Durlabh Ram, in which he entirely submitted to the will 
of the Prince, and one hour after date at the invitation of the said 
Durlabh Ram, he went with his steward^ like one distracted, in his 
nightdress,** having only two foot soldiers bt'fore him, to meet him. 
Durlabh Ram received them very courteously and conducted them 
to the Prince, who instantly ordered them to be pinioned and after 
keeping them standing for about an hour and a half on the shore 
among the common fkoplc, he had them brought before him and 
delivered into the hands of Harktsiembeck (? Hakim Beg) for safe 

' George Lodowijk Vernet, chief of the Dutch factory at Cossimbazar 

® Vernet Papers, the Hague. 

® Oppermeester. At first Mr. Watts went with his surgeon, Dr. Forth ; Mr. Collet 
was summoned later on. 

* Camiiool 
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custody until the chief Watts should have signed three machalcast^ 
one to surrender the family and rich possessions of Raja Balav, 
one to raze their works at Calcutta and one to pay thenceforth 
the inland trade tolls. 

All these matters would not have gone so far, if they had stuck 
to their first defiant attitude, for the Prince was so frightened and 
dejected that he had not the courage to order a shot to be fired ; 
nay, he c\cn sent in the morning ti Jiarkara,'^ 3 .nd in tlie afternoon a 
horseman, to the first undersigned to assure him of his friendship 
and ask for assistance, and at about seven o'clock he sent Mir 
Khoda Var Khan to the first undersigned to again pay him his 
compliments and assure him of his friendship, together with the 
Prince’s orders to w’lite to you with due speed that were to 

he in readiness to assist him w'lth our ships at the river-sidc to take 
< alcutta, when he w'ould give us that place as a recompense, and 
that he expected an immediate reply, in order to be able to arrange 
his journey accordingly. 

To all w'hich, after having first returned the above compli- 
rnent,'>, the first undersigned replied that we \\erc powerless to 
assist the Prince here in any way and that he could assure him 
tliere weie no ships in the river, nor w’ere any expected for some 
months to come, but that he would inform your Honour of his 
orders. The Royrayan^ and Durlabh Ram again sent word 
\estcrday to the first undersigned through several messengers 
‘ that he should nevertheless carry out the Prince's wishes,* which 
show's that great fear exists among his people. 

lo. Translation of a letter from M, Vernet and Coiincilf Cossimbazar, 

to the Dutch Director and Council , Hugli, dated ^ June, 1756.* 

Since our respectful missive of yesterda} , a duplicate of which 
we annex, we have the honour to communicate to your Honour 
in reference to the cowardly behaviour of the English that their 
Second in command, and a Member of the Council, have com- 

^ Formal agreements binding to performance under stated penalties. 

^ A messenger or spy. 

A Hindu title for the chief Treasury Officer under the Muhammadan Govern- 
ment 

* Vernet Papers, the Hague. 
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mitted the same folly as their Chief, namely, to surrender to their 
enemy by whom they ha\e been very badly entertained, where- 
upon the Prince ordered the fort to be taken, and sent Raja 
Durlabh Ram with the vanguard of the arm> in the direction of 
Calcutta, who will be followed to-morrow b^ the Prince with the 
rest of his forces, with the \iew of laying siege to that place, 
Durlabh Ram taking along with him the aforesaid chief Watts, 
but [the latter] was again brought back to the fort to deliver over 
to the Moors the ammunition of war to he found theie, which was 
actually done, all the other effects being placed under seal and all 
the militar\ disirmed, so thit the militar\ captain theic, Nollet,^ 
fi6m sheer despair, stabbed himself with a poniiid. 

II. Letter f}om Messfs Watts^ Collet and Batson io Conned, Fort 
]\ dll im date I C i ssimb i r; , 4 ///;/, 1756 

Since our list Mstiidix inotbi 1 ( onsider ibli b()d\ of forces are 
come uj)on the 1 utou in lei lIi c imm iiul of f ur ; innudus ind 
more au L\]HCt tl tin (\cnin^ Ih u is ilso ij Lit\ ind tents on 
the otlu 1 side of the ii\ei ( j)posite t > the 1 letoiN whin we be 11 
the} intend to j)! u tb i e innon Dk Niboi) is e \])i cted in the 
cit} thf d i\ iftei to m( now \\ e li im inloim iti n b\ some people 
that the \ ib )b intends itt uking us ind fiom others th it thc\ onl} 
threitcn us in onler tint >oui Horn iii (kc m i\ tin sooin i comply 
VMth tluir demind in tilling up the ditch ind pulling down what 
works vou ha\e lx v^un u|K>n in which he seems j)eremptor\ We 
therefore desire \our flonour cve will cither send us up i bod} of 
men thit we m i\ be ible to defend ours( Kes or write to the Nabob 
that }e)U will imme dutch eomph with his demand 

Our doctor hanng been sent to Ke->sore Cawn and ( ossumally 
Cawn, two of the principil jinnnuidar^ who c ime upon the 1 actory 
this morning, the} info med him th it the Nabob w is an^r} with 
us on no other iccount than upon \our Honoui (Nc. building a 
drawbridge at Perrij| and the octigon it Mr. Kelsal s gaiden 
which was blown down two }tirs ago in the storm and now 
made larger, which the} hue taken for a new fortification, and 
they sa> that in case m u will break down the drawbridge and the 

^ I leutenanl John Llliot According to other accounts he shot himself when he 
wa ordered to surrender rather than submit to the insults of the Moorish soldiers 
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octagon the forces will be immediately withdrawn ; if not, we 
must stand to the consequence. 

Since writing the above we have received the inclosed letter 
from our vacquecl who is at the Citv ' 

By the best intelligence we can get, we h'i\e about two or 
thret thousand forces stationed about the I actor^ 

If \our Honour <S.c will write an arasdass to the Nabob that you 
will immcdiiteh obe> his orders we are m hopes he will put an 
end to this troublesome aff iir 

12 Lcth} from C olid to Council loitMiliiam dated Cossim- 

bci ar, 4 June^ 175b 

Since writing to your Honours our 1 actor) h been in\ested 
1 \ the Nabobs whole force and a large tram of irtillery with 
1 [ ted ( r i(. rs t ) itt icI us u iless the Chief went in | (. i n to tht 

\ d b which he complied with as the onl\ method we thought 

I p \ent the ( ( mpan\ bein^ in\ol\el m w 11 ind losing 

II ll C omp in\ cfl cts it the Sub idinatts is cm j^iriison 
\ \cr\ weik L th in men iiid ammuniti n ind tlu g m 

nii^ s m sth 1 It ii ind i^^ciieit) f j rcMsi ns since which 

M 1 Collet and bitson weie likewise suit for in c rder is the) 

lit I eommod itc m ittci uj)on which the) thoii^^lit it w is mo^t 
l\i ll le to d pOiJi inn ill eomm^ it the s inu tune to take 

ll ill the forces fr m the I ictor) cxec} t C^muht^ ind his people 
I Ins Tiurnin^ the Chief and Sec iid ind Mi Bitson were 
c njjinMiiv, K()dullub on hib mireh it is s ud to C ilc utta 

I n the\ st pped us ind told us there w is in oidei eoinc from 
th \ ibob foi the Second to leturn to tlu Fort ind cleli\er up 

II the caiYnon and ammuniti n which wc was obliged to 
compl) with and are now dclivui The N ibob is siid to march 

I rn rrow to C ilcutta with all his forces which is c :>mputed to 

I I iboLit 5( 000 men 

The Chief and Mr Batson ire still with Ko\dullub, the 
d) I s \ ingu ird 

13 Ldtt} from 1 rancid S}l cs to Council, 1 ort II tlhain, dated 
Cisstmba ai, 4 June, 1756 

As we ha\e been in hourl) expectation for these two days past 
an attack from the Nabobs arm\, now reckoned to consist 
^ Murshidabad A written petition or memorial 
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of upwards of 50,000 men besides a train of artillery, Mr. Watts 
and the Council have been trying all methods to accommodate 
matters rather than go to extremities; they after writing several 
arasdasses to the Nabob, and also applying to such persons whom 
they thought might represent our case in a proper manner, all 
which efforts have not hitherto had any success. However the 
instant Meer Hossein Alii, Hussembeg’s son, carnc into the 
Factory and informed the gentlemen that the Nabob wanted to 
talk to the Chief, upon which it was thought adviscable for him to 
go immediately with our doctor, accompanied with Mccr Hossein 
Alii who promised him to introduce him to the Nabob. I do not 
as yet hear this has had the effect expected. They obliged Mr. 
Watts to sign a machidka, which to the best of my remembrance 
signifies as follows, No protection is to be given in Calcutta to 
any of the Nabob’s subjects, 2^^ The dncw'-briclgc at Perrings and 
the new foitiluMtions aie to be (Kanolished, .uul no dusink^ 
to be givt'ii to <Lny of the black merchants, and upon Mr. 
Watts’ wanting to come to ('ossimba/ar again, thiy prevented 
him, saying they undcTstood his signing any paper wthiIcI be of no 
validity except all tin Ciontlemen in C oiincil signed it, and that 
he should remain till the n^st c<ime, upon w'hich Messrs. Collet 
and Batson wx-nt in (‘\pee1.iti(;n to sign it, but w'hen the\ arrived 
a per'ik'annah came from th(‘ Nabob, as the (Gentlemen write me, 
w’ith orders for the Second to return and deli\er uj) all our guns 
and ammunitions and for Omerbeg to rianain at the Factory only. 
Since WTitmg the abo\e Mr. Collet arrived here, wdio agn^eable to 
the Nabob’s orders has delivered up the cannf)n, powder, cNc. The 
Nabob is marching to Calcutta with 50,000 men, takes Messrs. 
Batson and Watts along w'ith him. What the Nabob’s intentions 
are w'e at present cannot learn but im.iginc by most that he is 
going to Calcutta. 

P.S. — This I write by the desire of Mr. Watts who is in extream 
low Spirits. 

14. Trandation of a letter fiom M. Vernet and Council, Cosdmhazar, 
to the Dutch Director and Council, Hu^li, dated 6 June, 1756*^ 

The distressful circumstances resulting here from the surrender 
of the English fort have somewhat perplexed us, the more so, as 
^ Vernet I^apers, the Hague 
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being entirely destitute of men, and our powder and other ammu- 
nition being also very msigmhcant, wc are quite unable to operate 
igamst the fury of the Prince, jif he should keep his word, to wit, 
that if he should succeed before Calcutta, he will serve all the 
other nitions here in the same way as he has tre it( d the English, 
who are locked up in their rooms on rice ind w iter, whilst the 
common people are thrown into chains and in all probability will 
\ei\ shortly fill victims to the fury of that riging t\rint. We 
thcieforc most humbly request vour Iloroiir to sc nd us is speedily 
IS possible (with 6o military and 2 quarter guiiru rs and 40 arque- 
1 iisiers) 10 cannons with i sufficiency of balls and grape- hot for 
the ifoiesiid pieces, linstoeks, rammers with sponge heads, a few 
hind eri n ides ind T,ooo lbs of powder, ind als > +0 license us to 

i\ in(( the point* it tin si uth side of tin fi wiinors r idence 

in uiti to b ib]( to keej) tin r id piist tin f it jicn il ng th it 

SI 1 IS \SL h ivt doin with th it < n tin n >rlh sid ind, if need be, 

t ( nstnict L stone bitten bef r the ^ it 

n s tied lettcis cm 1 h d sp iti hed 111 siii h trowblous times, 
^ th It then beiin inK rc pted ind sto} ped on tin ro id, we 
d 1 like to ha\e i positive ordei how we ne to icl m case 
tt K k for no reliince whatever is to be ])1 u ( d on the oath 
1 ji mils s cf the N iw ib, is his been seen 11 ni iny eircuin- 
tm s with the 1 nglish who in ilw i\s t > dduorv in giving 
inf im ition in these matters h a; n lUy Gh )I im Host in, and all 
tlu nnpt rt int courtiem hive sent vvorel to the hist undti signed to 
G* t IK inJ be on his ^uird We beg to be tivouied with a 
d\ U})lv, v\hilst v\t hiv( th( hon )ur to subscribe ourselves 
with much uspect (S.c 

P — I li^ht V ill be itten h d vMth in iny dilhcultics, foi at such 
^ time the iivti v\ill be oeeupind on ill sides hv the boats of the 
N iwal) Mr Forth, Surgeon of the English his just been to us 
^iid cl limed our protection which we have grintcd him, partly 
1 c ciuse he is not a serv int of the Compinv md partly because the 
J inidius who are in the fort of the English themselves told him, 
but now It was his time to fiee How belt we request youi Honour’s 
oidcrs in the matter 


\ny projecting woik as e g a bastion 
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15 . Letter from the Council, Fort William, to ihe Dutch Director 
and Council, Huf^li, dated 7 June, 1756.^ 

The Nawab has taken possession of our factory at Cossimbazar 
with a larf^e force and cut off our communications with those in 
the Fort. We are not without anxious fears that he will under- 
take some step that will reduce us to great straits, which we have 
good grounds for believing from certain reports we have received 
that a considerable section of his force is marching to get below [to 
cross] the river, as also a great cjuantity of ammunition, both of which 
have advanced G or 7 kos'^ on this side of Cossimbazar and it is 
thus impossible to tell where he will stop ; we have, therefore, 
considered it our duty to point out to your Honour and the 
Council the dangcT that lies in the allowing such an insult to one 
of the l£iiro])ean miticms settled here to j)ass unheeded, and n^qiiest 
for the sak(‘ of our Kin.e, and In \'irtue of the treaty of alliance 
existing betw'een us, that should we he attac'ked you will as far as 
possible rendt'r us e\ei\ aid and assistance in \ our j)f>wer. We 
ilattcr oursclvc ^ that you will not fail in this, owning to the friend- 
ship between youi Honour and our nation, it being to our common 
interest t(j prevent all ^ludi annoyances. \\'e re(]uest you to make 
us acquainted, as soon as possible, w'ith your decisions in this 
respect, and how* many solduTS, or otluT aid. wc may expect, for 
the calamitous state* of affairs here renders assistance impi'ratively 
necessary. \\\- aie, i\c cS:c., Roc.ek Drake, Junior, Paul 
Richard Pi^arki.s, J. Z. IIolwlll, W. IMacklit, Edward 
Eyre and W. Jk\iLLiE. 

16. Letter from Council, Fort William, to Council, Fort St. George, 
dated 7 June, 175O. 

Since writing to you under date the instant, we have 
received further intelligence that the Nai)ob has ordered a consider- 
able body of forces and a large train of artillery to inarch down the 
river, and that thc\^re b or 8 coss on this side of Cossimbuzar. 
All communication between us and that Factory is entirely cut off 
and we are obliged to depend on reports for what may relate to 

’ Bengal Correspondence, the Hague Not in the English Records, but translated 
from a Dutch cop\ , 

A kos IS, in Bengal, about 2 or 2 ^ miles. 
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them. From these appearances and the close investure of Cossim- 
bii/ar upon so frivolous a pretence as that of Mr. Kelsal’s octagon 
and the draw-bridge at Perrin’s we have great reason to imagine 
his designs extend much further than is at present known or 
declared. You will therefore perceive what consequence the least 
delay in reinforcing this garrison may be of to the Honourable 
(\)mpany, and we doubt not will send us a detachment the minute 
von receive these advices. We are <S:c., tSre., RoCrEK Drake, J unior, 
PvrL Richard Peakkes, J. Z. Holwell, Edward E\re, Wm. 

P \ILLIli.. 

/\5.— Since writing the foregoing we have received the un- 
loiiinate news of Cossimbuxar Factory being deliveii'd over into 
till 1 lands of the Nalxdj as \oii will (jbservi h\ tin < 11 . loscd C(.)pys 
of Ktttis received from tlumce. 

K. Dkvkj , Junior, Paul R. Pi arki s, J. /. Hoi wei i . 

17 Litter fjoni C uuncil , L\)i't William, U> ('(nnnil, Foii St. George, 
dill til S June, 1 / 5 ^. 

Inclosf‘d are triplic.ites of what w'e have wrote von within these 
'' w dtivs, and coppies of the letters we have n‘(eiv(*tl fiom the 
< II iit](‘men at Cossiinbu/<ir with an account of the delivering up 
til It j)la('c‘ to the Nabob the instant. 

1 roin those* advices your Honour tSre. v\ill obseivt* he is deter- 
'uined to march against this Settlemtmt and vvt* have received 
uulHntick advices that his artillcTy and a ( onsidi'rable body of his 
faces are already on their w’aydown. We aie jirej^aung every- 
thin^ in our powder to make as vigorous a dc'fence as possible, 
hilt as our garrison is extreamly weak vve shall endeav'our to 
U'luse him and avoid corning to hostilities as long as vve can 
in ho])es cjf }our sending us a sullic'ient reinforcemt*nt (when you 
IvUow our situation) not only to repel those troops he may bring 
igainst this place ; but to recover the Honourable Company's 
heU'tory at Cossimbuzar. 

As our safety and honour must therefore depend chiefly on the 
ulief you are to send us, we are again to request in the most 
<^arnest manner, as you tender the interest of our employeis so 
heeply concerned in this Settlement, as you regard the lives and 
propertys of the inhabitants, and as you value the honour of our 
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Nation, a]l of which are now at stake, that you do not on any 
motive whatsover neglect to supply us with the number of men we 
have demanded, which is the only means left to recover Cossim- 
buzar, to defend ourselves, and to transact the Comp)any’s affairs 
on any footing of security Should you after all we have said and 
urged upon this head cither refuse or delay the reinforcement we 
have demanded, we hope your Honour &c. wall excuse us, if we 
exculpate ourselves by protesting against you in behalf of our 
Honourable Employers, for all the damages and ill consequences 
of such default. 

We are likewise extreamh' deficient in musquets, shot, bayonets, 
small field-pieces, mortars, and most kind of military stores, a 
proportionable quantity of which we shall likewise expect from 
your Honour 6:c. We are isic. <S:c. Roger Drake, Junior, 
C. Manninc.ham, P. R. Pearkf.s, W. P'kanklam), J. Z. Hol- 
W’ELL, W. Mackltt, W. P>aillie, EdW’ARI) Evki.. 

P,S . — As it w’ill be impossible to make gun-powder should our 
town be closely invested, and as it is probable the quantity w^e have 
by us. and shall be able to make befoie his arrival, will all be 
expended by the time your reinforcement comes, we think it would 
be proper for your Honour Ax. to send us likewise as much of that 
article as you can. 

i8. Translatum of a letter from the Dutch Director and Council, 
Hngli, to Council, Fort William, dated 8 June, 1756.^ 

Honoured Sir and Gentlemen, — We have heard with great 
regret of the Naw'ab’s intention to attack you, but to assist you as 
requested in your missive of yesterday lies beyond our power, as 
your Honours must fain fairly acknowledge, if you consider the 
uncertainty as to whether Calcutta alone is the goal, also the bad 
situation of our fort and the weakness of our force in Bengal, we 
having to employ native barkandazes^ in all troubles that arise. 
And w'hereas your Honours reejuire the assistance referred to in 
your aforesaid let®, in the name of His Royal Majesty of Great 
Britain, and especially by virtue of the treaty existing between the 
two nations as allies, to render you assistance as far as possible in 

1 Bengal Correspondence, the Hague. 

A matchlock man, but compionly applied to a man armed with a sword and 
shield, who acts as doorkeeper, watchman, guard, or escort. — Wilson. 
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case of need, we have to reply thereto that, leaving alone that the 
oiders of our Superiors charge us to remain neutral in all cases 
that do not concern us, we cannot see that the reasons upon which 
}our Honours rely necessitate' that we, who aie established here 
as simple merchants, should on that account be obliged or feel it 
our duty, to expose ourselves to dangerous troubles from which we 
are not sure we shall remain exempt, and as little do we gather 
fjom the contents of the said treaty (iinlcsb there b. another apart 
lioni the one we mean, and which is not in our possession) that the 
assistance wc are bound to tender to each other in \irtuc thereof 
(when we do not know' whether there is room fci im diation or not) 

( in in tliis case be rendered without exposing oursf Kes to the dis- 
j)liasure of our masters. 

Wc have the honour to be, Sir and Gentlemen, your Honours’ 
most humble scivants, A. Brisdom, R. H. Akmlnvuli, L. J. 
/i Mij.AND, M.Tsinck, J. L. \an Sce\ic.haven, J. H. Swenki ls, 
M. BtsriAANSE, A. Hooreman, and S. Cromron. Hooglei, 
at Foit (lustavus. 

i(j. 1 unislation of a letter from^ the Fycnch Countily Chandeina^orc, 
to M, De la B'ietebche at Patnaj dated 9 JunCy 1756.^ 

Sir, — You will have heard by common repc^rt of the capture of 
tlu English Factory at Cossimba/ar, and the orders given by the 
Nawah to his troops to march towards Calcutta with intent 
to attack it. He has written several letters to M. Renault^ by 
whi(h he informs him that as there are reasons which oblige him 
to chastise the English and drive them out of Bengal he offers to 
l>ut us in possession of Calcutta and assures us he will support 
and protect us in every w'ay on condition we assist him with all 
our forces against that nation. Whatever the advantages he offers 
on this occasion, as it is not in our powder to conform to his 
^Mshes without having been in the first instance authorised to do 
^30 by our Superiors, w’e have agreed that the Director should 
^^rite and thank him for his favourable disposition towards us, and 
the same time excuse ourselves for our absolute inability not 
only to accept his obliging offers but also to supply him with the 
’ i’ondicherry Records. 

Chief or Director of the French’ factory at Chandernagore, the chief settlement 
of the I lench m Bengal* 
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assistance he demands. Not knowing what effect out refusal will 
have on the Naw^ab’s mind and fearing he may take it in bad part, 
we think we cannot take too much precaution against the resent- 
ment he may possibly feel towards us and which must be expected 
from a man so violent and passionate. It is for this reason, Sir, 
we advise you to be on your guard against whatever may happen, 
and to take every precaution which may seem advisable for the 
security of your Factory and your own persons. 

20. Translation of a letter front M. Vcrnct and Couniily Cossiinbazar, 

to M, La Toiir^ at Patna, dated lo June, 1756.*'^ 

Since the death of Aliverdi Khan, Siraj-uddaula has grown 
more and more violent and has pushed his fury so far as to lay 
siege with his whole army on the 25th of last month, for some 
trifling reason, to the English fort here, which he captured owing 
to the faint-heartedness of the English, removing therefrom all the 
artillery and ammunition and putting all the effects both of the 
Company and of private persons under seal, carrying all those 
w’ho were in the fort prisoners to Moor^hedabad, except the 
officer of the troo])s who shot himself through the head and 
so ended his life, and the Chief, the Second in command and 
also a Member of the Council whom he took along with him in 
the direction of Calcutta, w'hither he has marched with his forces 
to lay siege to it. Hoping that the storm may soon blow over, w'e 
remain with greetings (S:c. &c. 

21. Letter from the Council, Fori William, to the Dutch Director a?id 

Council, Hugli, dated 13 June, 1756.^ 

We have received Your Honour’s letter in reply to the request 
made by us for assistance against the Nawab who is now marching 
at the head of a great army to attack Calcutta, and we regret to 
see your Honour and the Council so cool and indifferent. Your 
Honour should consider the alliance and friendship between His 
Britannic Majesty Jfcd the States-General of the United Provinces. 
We cannot believe that it is by the orders of their High Mighti- 

1 Jacques Latour, chief at the Dutch factory at Patna 

^ Vernet Papers, the Hague. 

® Bengal Correspondence, the Hague. Not in the English Records, but trans- 
lated from a Dutch copy 
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nesses, }our Masters , that you are\\ithheld from offering a helping 
hand to a colony of Great Britain, attacked and brought into 
f,rc it straits as it now is without the least grounds upon a specious 
pretext, and we venture to think th it >OLir Honour is mistaken 
IS reg irdh the instructions of >our Company whir h wt understand 
e in refer onl} to trade matters and the advantiges thereof in 
reft 1C ice to the Go\ernment Besides we lurihcr think }OU 
\\i n^I\ concine }our own advantages in not t iKing a sidi ind 
in ill )wing the Lnglish to be exte rin nated by tlie pernit luus 
S/ / ihlu^ witliout making in> effort to pitveiit it His forces 
1 much more numerous thin thtv ippeir to b ind wt have 

1 tiled full inform ition is to his intentions and of hi purpose to 
tiipite the powei of ill I uropeans hiving p s ssions in this 
in^d 111 We hive written the above also t the Director and 

( uneil at Ch inck rn igore and hive leteiv tl from tht m a most 

itisfictoi) answer with the assui ince the} will lend us a helping 
1 in 1 whenever, ind as far as it lies in then powi 1 the s ime as if 
th \ weie in alliance with us, and thev presume vou will be one of 
(he j lit} With which view we i^. iin iddiess this t) you and 
1 il the libcrt} of pointing out to }ou the d ingi roiis conse juenees 

hi 1} to ensue from }our Honours holding iloof, during these 

mntu il ncj^oti itions, from the pioteeti m of our goods and 
1 s e ssions But should }Our Honours still resolve to look on 

s|ectitors of our dcstiuction ind refuse us such lelief as may 
1 in }our power, we shall feel compelled to 1 1 }^ vour Honours’ 
tl us m the strongest terms before our Masters who, wc entertain 
1 1 )ubt, will ]a\ the mitter before the Pirliarnent of Lngland, 

nd we leave to }Our own judgment whit the feelings of that 
einbl} will be when they hear that the Diitctors of the Dutch 
1 ibt Indi i Compan} refuse the natives and the Lngliah colonists 
t send a strong force, of whatevei kind the assistance required 
nil} be to a colony of that Crown to empower her to resist the 
<tt icks of a rash, thoughtless, fool hard} and covetous prince who, 
^ ithout the leist show of reason, has resolved to venture his 
utmost against lis 

We hope that what we have urged will have great weight with 
Honours and thus prevail upon }ou to enter into a triple 
^ Governor of a subah or province 
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alliance with us and his Honour the Director and Council at 
Chandernagore, and thus be able to ensure the preservation of our 
trade, but should our expectations in that respect be disappointed 
and (in spite of our arguments) you decide merely to play the 
part of lookers-on, we feel it our duty collectively and individu- 
ally to protest against the consequences of such a course on the 
part of your Honours and the results that may ensue therefrom, 
and do hereb\ protest against his Honour the Director, Adriaan 
Bisdom, and the members of his ('ouncil at lloogley on the on*' 
side for our Sovereign Loid the King of Great Biitain, and on 
the other side for our Masters the Coxernor and Directors of the 
East India Company in London, on account of your refusal to us 
of assistance' and help <igain>»t the enterprise of the Nawab of 
Murshidabad, Suraj-uddaula, who is now maiching at the head 
of a great arin\ to attack this place. 

We are, cVc., Koc.kk Dk\ki Ji’mok, C. M\nxin(,uam, W. 
Fr.\nklano, J. Z, Iloi w LI I , W. Mac'kei 1, Ei)\\ vkd Emui and 
W. Bmllil. 

22- TfamlilUon of an extract from a letter from the Council, ChandeV’ 
nagore, to the captain of the Fituch East India Company'i> ship 
tn the Road of IJalasorc, dated 15 June, 1756.^ 

In the piesent cirrumstances of the war between the Naw'ab 
and the English, which make the neighbourhood of Calcutta 
dangerous, we feel w^e ought to instruct >ou to follow the direc- 
tions sent you b} the Director to day, and not to neglect any of 
the precautions he prescribes for the safety of your ship and the 
money which you may be bringing. 

23. Translation of a letter from the Director and Council, Hugli, to 
Council, Fort William, dated 16 June, 1756/^ 

We were greatly surprised to find in your esteemed favour of the 
13th instant a pr^^est against the conduct that our circumstances 
compel us to follow' in the troubles between your Honours and the 
Nawab of Bengal. We are not aware that the engagements 
between the Crown of Great Britain and our country extend to 
the colonies here in India. If your Honours are cognizant of any 

^ Pondicherry Records. ** Bengal Correspondence, the Hague. 
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such undertaking, it shows great remissness in that it was not 
communicated to us ; meanwhile it is certain that the complete 
harmony existing between one nations mutually obliges us to assist 
(‘ac'h other in all perils incurred^ by mischance and without any 
fault of our own, where it may be done without any too great 
d.mgtr. Kilt that we should expose ourselve'^ to e\ident peril, 
merely in the hope of saving you therefiorn, our Ma'^ter^ , wall 
siirel} not, any more than the illustnous Parliament of Engl ind, 
e\])('ct of us, pio\idod you be pleased to do us the justice (as we 
lieitdw re(]ucst) to add to the rcpresentation‘ to be made to the 
s.ud illustrious body also a picture of the ( 11 cumstances m which 
we are placed, viz., surrounded by the Moors in a tort not near so 
Ciipablc' of defence as yours at Cossimbazar used ti be. Our force 
is hut very small, and our artillery and ammunition deficient in 
<liiilit\, we having to make shift wuth Bc-ngal gunpow'der. The 
moneys of our Company are spread all over the aujungs, besides 
wind Is dei)osit(d at Cossimbazar and in the Mint ; all this, at the 
IcMst dcMation from neutrality, we might well look upon as lost, 
<Lnd oui servants at Cossimbazar and Patna as delivered over to 
thenige of the Nawab. Would that not be for us a perilous under- 
taking and should we not be answ'crabJe to our Masters who have 
prescubed to us a strict maintenance of neutrality in all cases that 
relate m any w^ay to the native Government ? 

Wc Hatter oursehes that such a true description of our circum- 
stances will fully justify our conduct in these matters ; noting 
furtlier for your consideration that by several parxi\mas the Nawab 
has importuned us in vain for men, war-ammunition and sloops, 
rather (we think) to be able to pick a quarrel with us in the future 
than with the idea of leading us to suchlike [neutrality] violating 
concessions. 

We have, 6:0., &c. 

24. TrunUation of a letter from M. Le Conte to M. Courtin at Dacca, 
dated Chandernagorc, 19 June, 1756.^ 

— You know already, from w’hat M. Sinfray® has said on 
^be subject of the complaints which the Nawab has against the 

^ Fort Saint George Select Committee Consultations, 9 November, 1756. 

® Secretary to the French Council at Chandernagore. 
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English, the reasons for the war which he makes upon them, 
and also all that has happened at Cossimbazar. The cap- 
ture of their fort in that place far from satisfying Siraj-ud- 
daula has only elevated his courage. The facility with which he 
got possession of it has, doubtless, persuaded him that with a little 
trouble he may also drive the English from Calcutta and so make 
himself master of all the treasures which the of Newajis 

Mahrnet Khan and Raj 13 alab have sent thither. Filled with this 
idea and the name which he is going to make for himself by this ex- 
ploit, he has refused to listen to the representations of any one, even 
those of his mother, who tried to restrain him by the reproach that 
he was going to measure his strength against merchants. Imme- 
diate orders were given to hi.', army to advance. Of this we have 
seen several bodies of 4 and 6 and 7 tiiousand mtm dc hie past our 
barriers with their artillei\. H(‘ himself set out on the 5th, that 
IS to say, 2 days after the surrender of th(‘ h 2 nghsh Foit, at the 
head of 20,000 men. His elephants arc* said to be as many as 300, 
his artillery of 500 guns, amongst wEicli are iT4 })ieces w’hich 
he took from the English hactory with 500 maiinch- oi powder, 
and 2,000 iron cannon balls. With the exci'ption of the European 
artillery and its ammunition, the lest of this stuff is not very 
dangerous, at least to judge by some guns w^hich we saw at the 
Dutch Gardc-ns'^ wlure a detachment of horsc'men whio conducted 
them stayed for tw'o days, ha\ing w^andered from their road and 
having been refused a passage through our Settlement. We went 
to see them out of curiosity. Nothing is more jiitiable than the 
way in which they are mounted and supplied. People say they 
have only clay bullets. 

Since the departure of Siraj-uddaula from Murshidabad, up to 
the 15th, w'e had no news of him and this delay gave rise to many 
jokes, many persons pretending he was still shut up in his Harem, 
others that feeling the difficulty of his enterprise he w'ould like to 
negotiate. In lj||t an agent of Coja Wajid’s wishing to make 
proposals to M. Drake it was suspected that the Naw’ab, not to 
compromise himself, had set this merchant at work ; but these 
rumours were soon dissipated by the arrival of the Nawab, who 
slept on the 15th in the garden opposite Chinsurah. 

^ Princess. * The man or maund weighs 82 lbs. ^ To the north of Chandemagore* 
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The agents of the two nations having presented him with our 
salaams in this place, ours was well received and even had two 
betels'^ given him for M. Renaylt, but as for the Dutch he was not 
content with lefusmg them, he showed them very clearly the 
contempt he had for them and his intention to pav them a visit on 
Ills return from Calcutta. The ne\t day we saw h’m pass over the 
great pi iin which is opposite the I actory on the othe^^r side of 
the river His cimels, his elephants, his artillery, occupied us all 
the morning. 

Before his departure from Murshidabad, fearing perhaps that 
the three n itions might support each other, or pf)ssibly acting in 
good filth, he summoned to the Dm bar the French and Dutch 
lutue agents, told them of the resolution h( hid ^:)rmed to drive 
the English (Hit of Bengil, and at the sam time' asked what 
issistaiice hi might expect from then Masters in his expedition. 

riu Dutch agent, who apparentlv had his lesson all ready, 
lustciud to repl} that his Comp in} w is onl} mereantile, not 
( instituted for m ikiiiw, w ir, and th it at C hiiisurah theie were hardlj^ 
rogjiis and 50 soldieis includiijg both whites and blacks, but imme- 
di iteK idded, and e\ identl> to do us a had turn, ^Address yourselves 
to the 1 lench, lhe\ are very strong at Chandeinagore, besides they 
irc ]H ople who c in never keep quiet, and would ask nothing better 
than to tight against the En^^hsh. They aie always at war with 
tliem, sometimes beaten, sometimes belting, the\ must always 
hive then arms m their hands.’ This reply far fiom producing 
the effect expected by the native agent, inspired biraj'-uddaula and 
his Durlar with the greatest contempt for the Dutch, which they 
showed by many marks of indignation, and at the same time gave 
them an advantageous leiea of out nation, whose courage they know. 
1 he Ndwab was so pleased [with our agent] that he showed him a 
thousand friendships, sent him back with two betels for M. Law 
‘ind two foi himself, and has publicly^ declared he will give us 
Calcutta in full possession, and a parv^ana to that effect if we like. 
T'o all these offers he has added that his design is to elevate us 
to as much honour in Bengal as we are in already on the Madras 
Coast. 

^ Leaf of the Ptper Betti, chewed with the dried aveca-nui and chunam, or lime In 
t^engakcalled Pan 
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After having thus sold the bear’s skin before he has killed the 
bear, he Avas so certain that we would accept his offers that some 
days after he asked our agent whether M. Renault had yet sent his 
ships to blockade Calcutta by water, whilst his troops surrounded 
it by land. You must know, Sir, what was the resolution of the 
Council on this subject, and the answer given him that we could 
undertake nothing against the English unless authorized from 
Europe or at least from Pondicherry, seeing that war had not been 
declared between that nation and ours. 

They [the English] had erected two batteries above and below 
Calcutta, and were entrenched in them and also behind a great 
ditch which they had drawn round their Settlement, resolved to 
defend the approaches to their Settlement as long as they could, 
but the arrival of the Nawab has changed all their plans. At 
his approach they not only abandoned this enclosure but even the 
defence of the Europe in towm. They have retired into their Fort 
where they are terribly crowded. The bravado they made at the 
commencement, in h'tting no one go out of their Settlement so as 
to show their confidence, has only served to increase the confusion. 

The English arc actually shut up in their Fort, round which 
they have raised a kind of glacis w'hich entirel} protects them. 
So as not to be stunned b) the cries of the women they have had 
them carried on board the ships, wdiich are ready to make sail to 
the number of lo or 12, including the brigantines and boats. 
They have also, it is said, loaded on them the treasures which are 
said to have been confided to them. These amount to two krors} 

25. Trandatwn of an extract from a letter fumi CoimcilfChandcrnagore, 
to M. De La Brctcschc, Patnuy dated 20 JiinCy 1756.'^ 

It does not appear that w^e have any \iolence to fear from 
Siraj-uddaula, whom we thought we had rendered ill-disposed 
towards us by our refusal to join him, although w^e made use of 
all possible meaJI to satisfy him and had reason to flatter our-, 
selves that he appreciated the force of our excuses. He has 
replied to the Director in very gracious terms, asking only that 
since we cannot assist him, we will be careful not to assist the 

^ One krorssone hundred lahhs — that is, io,o(X},ooo. Here refers to rupees. 

^ Pondicherry Records. 
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rinc^lish. He received very favourably the wakil, whom we sent 
\\ith our compliments when he passed our Colony to go to 
Calcutta, and bade him return^ with the same compliments on his 
part. . . . 

We have no exact knowledge of what has happened in Calcutta. 
The English have abandoned the Town, the inhabitants of which 
are lleeing for refuge and dispersing in all directions. The English 
lia\e retired into their fort, round which they ha\e made a very 
hioad ditch and raised a glagis. It i , said also that they have 
l)ut all th(‘ir money on the ships they have jin port], on which 
dso they have embarked all the women, and that in this state 
they are waiting for the Nawab. There have bi‘en several small 
lights in which they have lost some oificers arui soldiers. The 
Moor loss is estimated as high as 1,500 men. Besides the large 
uiny with the Nawab, which is said to number 60,000 men, with 
L great number of elephants and many guns, he is still assembling 
iioops who come every day to join those at CTdcutta. If large 
K-infou c incuts do not speedily reach the English, they are likely 
to see themselves forced to gi\;e in. 

'1 he Nawab has no grievance against us and he had very great 
ones against the English, who, besides, behaved with a pride 
whiv^h we cannot be reproached with. We think this news will 
eoiitiibute not a little to quiet your mind. 

21 June, 

iMuce the above letter was written we have heard that the 
Nawab made himself master of the factory of Calcutta yesterday 
5 o’clock. Those of the English who could not escape on 
hoard the ships and w’ho made no resistance have been plundered 
hilt their lives spared. We do not yet know the fate of those on 
‘"hore and whether it will be possible for them to gain the ships. 

d'his event, w'hich we did not expect, at least so quickly, throws 
ns into great embarrassment, as we do not know what the Nawab^s 
intentions may be and whether he will not try to annoy us 
As w'e ought certainly to be regarded by him in a light different 
irom that in w'hich he holds the English, and as he has by no 
means the same grievances against us as he had against them, we 
hatter ourselves he will not proceed to extremities against us. 
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Wc shall take care to inform you of the disposition he appears 
to be in towards us 

You will do well to be alwa\s on your guard as much as 
possible 

26 Translation of a letter fiom M Le Conh to M Cota tin at Dacca 
dated Chanderna^ciCt 21 June, 1756^ 

The pit tarn ar^ haMng been d(-l'i\Ld two days gives me time and 
opportunity to acquaint \ou with the c ipturc of Cilcutta This 
event which in truth wc did not c\pcct is unfortunately only too 
certain These ire the p irtiriil irs which wc hut heard 

On the 19th we knew by the wounded who pissed that there 
had been a sortie made from the foit by the L nglish in which 
they had killed ncail\ 1,500 men of the Mr ors, but that the} had 
retired precipitately ind had been obli,^ed t spike the field guns 
they had tikcn In spite of this success the spirit of giddiness 
and confusion hid so t iken pisscssi m of them th_it they refused 
to obey any linger Mr Drake hiving withdrivvn the previous 
day Mr Holv\ell who found himself in command m idt not the 
least lesistinec The Moors hivin^ climbr d on t) the houses 
which command the fort quuth established their batteries 
there, and at their ease shot at the 1 nglish who did not venture to 
reply It is siid thev did not fire ten shot from their guns The 
want of order caused the soldiers, who had got possession of the 
warehouses, to be continually drunk ind incapible cf serving 
In short, yesterday the fire hiving c night the warehouses the 
soldiers, instead of trying to extinguish it, took fright and fled pell 
mell on board the ships Mr Holwell seeing their flight immedi- 
ately wrote to the Nawab to ask for terms and hoisted the Moorish 
flag .2 At this signal the Moors who surrounded the fort, thinking 
their comrades had effected an entry, threw themselves like mad 
men on the walls, md against the gates, which latter thev broke 
open This event J|hich happened at 3 o clock vesterday afternoon, 
and which we heard of only at ii o clock in the evening was 
accompanied by the s iddest circumstances for the English, their 

* Fort Saint George Select Committee Consultations 9 No\ ember 1756 

^ Messenger 

* From an old French map this appears to have been a white flag carrying a 
crescent but I can find no certain information on the point 
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larf^est vessel^ with a very large number of people on board ran 
aground on a bank close to Calcutta and is there still. The Nawab 
has loaded a number of boats with straw with which he intends 
to set the ship on fire if it does not surrender.^ 

27. Letter from Council^ Fort William^ to Mr, Adrian Disdom^ 
dated Aboard the ship * Dodalayy 25 Juju , 1756.® 

Highly esteemed Sir, — Wc address this to sou from \ oltha 
[Fiillaj whither wc have been obliged to retire with a few nt the 
inhabitants who have fled from Calcutta, and being entirely desti- 
tute of any kind of provisions and clothing, and of the ban' neces- 
saiies of life, as also in great want of anchors and cables, etc., for 
our ships, we beg to express our heartfelt wu*^}! that you may 
fa\our us with aid and succour in our distress and help us from 
Hoogley with all kinds of liquors and clothing, together with 
aiuhois, cables and tackle, and also give instructums to your 
olhcials at Vedtha, etc., to assist us as far as lies in their power, wc 
always being ready' to reimburse the value of the same. 

As WC' hope that your Government ma\ enjoy due tianquil- 
lit\, w'c' flatter oursc'lves that' viewing the intimate agreement 
b( tween the tw'c^ nations, y’our Honour w'ill not fail to sen cl us 
irifoi mation from time to time as to whether there is a possibility 
of our bc'ing able to return in personal safety to C.alcutta, as re- 
gards w'hich point please put y'ourself in our position .ind favour 
us with the earliest intelligence concerning the purpose of the 
Nawab and the progress he is making. ^Vc arc, biC., &c., 

Kookk Draki£, Junior, C. Manmngh.\m, W. Frankland, 
W. Mackett. 

28. Translation of Consultations of the Dutch Council Hugliy 
25, 26 and 27 JujiCy 175 ^** 

(a) Friday, 25 JiinCy 1756. ForeJioon, General meeting. 

All present. 

The day before yesterday a parwana to the following effect 
having been received from the Naw'ab Siraj-uddaula : 

' Probably refers to the Pnnee George, which ran ashore off Perrin’s Garden. The 
Diligence was wrecked the 24th June near Pudge-Budge 
“ The Piince George was burned by the Moors (see Fort Saint George letter to Court, 
dated 28 March, 1757. paragraph 9). , , . . 1 

“ Bengal Correspondence, the Hague. Not in the English Records, bu ans a 
from a Dutch copy. * Ihid, 
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Translation of a Persian parwana granted by the Nawab Straj- 
uddaula to the Honourable Adriaan Bisdom^ Director of the Bengal 
Direction sub-dato 22nd and received here on the 2 ^rd June^ 1756. 

‘ Chief of the merchants and harbinger of friendship Adriaan 
Bisdom, Director for the Holland Company, live happy and con- 
tented ! 

‘ I have too frequently written to you from Moorshedabad that 
you were to join your power to the King’s army for the de- 
struction of the wicked English by water, though ) our not doing 
so is of no account whatever, and you were asked only to put you to 
the test, for by God’s blessing and help I am so strongly provided 
that I hnd myself able to exterminate ten such nations as these 
English, and if you wish to ensure the continuation of the Com- 
pany’s trade in this country, \ou will have to act in accordance 
with what I caused to be made known to you through my friend 
Faggeruttojaar, Chuja Mhameth Wajed but in the contrary case, 
it will be all over with your trade in this Souhaship, which is a 
true warning concerning which you must know your own mind.’ 

{Translated by M, Koning.)“ 

The Director then informed the members how, upon receipt of 
this definitive sentence, he, as was known, called yesterday after- 
noon, accompanied by Messieurs d’Armenault and Tsinck, on His 
Highness’s favourite Faggerutte/jaar (alias Chodja Wazid) to 
enquire as to the real purport of His Highness’s wishes ; that the 
Moor had plainly declared, without mincing matters, that the 
Nawab being extremely displeased that we, like the French, had 
refused to assist him against the English, whenever we were 
spoken of in private, had said : ‘ I always thought that the 
Hollanders were more faithful to the King than that they would 
have caused him inconvenience about such trifling services as 1 
have asked of them. I have rendered them a considerable service 
and been at great expense to put down their fiellest business rivals, 
and, maybe, if tlAresults of my enterprise had been in accordance 
with their wishes, I should have had to return disappointed from a 

^ CojaWajid, the great Armenian merchant of Hugh Fakhr-ul-tujjar = chief of 
merchants ; Coja or Khwaja^ gentleman or person of distinction 

“ Martinus Koning, first ClerJt to the Council of Policy, Secretary to the Council of 
Justice, and Translator for the Moorish and Persian languages. 
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bootless errand,’ and lastly wheri he, Wazid, went to take leave : 

‘ Tell the Hollanders they must bring me twenty lacs of rupees or 
I will ruin them as I have done the English/ That his Honour 
)n hearing this sinister report and growing almost desperate, had 
isked the messenger what offence was laid to Our charge, adding 
that w'c were mere merchants and that His Highness demanded 
-.LTMces of us which we neither could nor might rc n<lerhim» If His 
ExcellLUcy were tired of us (as one would be h‘d to suppose from 
^uch stinnge proceedings) it w'ould be better for us to cjuit Bengal, 
itc., but that at length Wa/id, in reply to the firm language used by 
flonour, answered that the Nawab wms amenabh* to no leasons 
hut those that were consistent with his ow'ii inti u '^Is. burther 
tliat he w'ould not allows us to lea\e w’lthout first plucking one of 
)i]i fine feathers, etc. Thereupon he saw no alternative but to 
takt him (Wazid) in hand and, under promise of gratuity to re- 
'lec'.t him to use his powerful influence, in order, if possible, to 
'^itisfy the Prince with an ordinary mKanini^ or at least with a 
mediocre contribution. That he had, theieiipon, assured his 
Ifonour of his friendship and promised to seize a favourable 
uioinent on the morrow when His Highness had slept off his 
kiligne and was in a good humour, but that, me.inwhile, he most 
seriously lecommendcd his Honour to be sine and bear in mind 
wh Lt a jiretentious piece of conceit he had to deal with, not to 
■"tic k at a trifle, and above all, not to be backward in providing 
w^mIs, ftc., to facilitate the passage across [the river] of the 
Vuw.il:) and his arrny.^ Which report having been listened to, the 
'ouisc taken by his Honour the Director was unanimously ap- 
Jie\ed and it w'as agreed to make shift and bear the cost of freight 
the boats to transfer the arm}’, but for the rest not to agree to 
"ke Nawab's demand, unless susceptible of great reduction, as 
ijcing altogether under constraint. 

fbus done and resolved at Hoogley, bort Gustaviis, on the 
ibove date, A. Bisdom, R. H. Armenaui r, L. Zuydland, 
Tsinck, J. L. van Schevichaven, J. H. Swenkels, 
M. Bastiaanse, sect., A. Hookeman, S. Cromiion. 

^ Complimentary offering to a superior 

‘ In going to Murshidabad from Calcutta it was customary to cross the river at 
^ handernagore or Hugli. 
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(6) Saturday, 26 June, 1756. Forenoon, Extraordinary Meeting, 

All present. 

After the members of Council were assembled and seated, his 
Honour the Director informed them how b\ the arrangement oi 
yesterda} the siid agent of the Nawab I acherudtezjaar had that 
morning through his fictor, sent word to his Honour that he had 
waited upon His Highness \est(idi\ e\tning at an opportune 
moment and had shown him that we we le innocent of the matter foi 
which we w( le to be bled and our in ibilit\ to raise so 1 irge a sum, 
and had so fir appeased him thit he hid left the regul ition of our 
fine to him I acherudte/jair, K ij ih Duilabh Ram and i few more of 
his trusted courtiers, under the recommend ition, howe\cr, that 
they were to be u in mind that he had been put to he iv\ expenses 
and had to bcai still more Ihit th(}, the s ud Commissioners 
in order not to let the fuourable spell of goo 1 humour pass over 
bootlessh, hid imiiKdiaul} m id( 1 e )mput ition among them 
selves bised upon our mt ins ind th( extent of 4^1 is Highness’s 
wishes and hid lixed tin imount to be pud it 4 luci> 01 400,001 
rupees for the Naw ib and i hilf lac or 50000 rupees as i reward 
for their intercession, it bein^ undei stood tint we should then be 
exonerated from the na.a^ani pa\ ible to all new Is iw ibs That 
he Facherudtezj i ii, had he Ixin free, would hive lopped off a 
much more impoitint sum, ind wilhngU have let us off altogether, 
but that he served in insatiabh mistei,with whom neither his 
own nor anvone clse’s honour or life were sife foi one moment — a 
tiger, who felt as litth feeling and compunction in massacring a 
human creature as in killing a fowl. Wherefore he advised us as 
a friend to acquiesce in their mediation and to await what time 
would bring, etc. His Honour the Director added that the 
assertion regarding the natural disposition of the Prince was not 
at all exaggerated, but was quite tiue, and that it might be the 
reason wh> the rncdiators, in order not themselves to fall a prey 
to the Navvab's cmeltv, had taken his interests more to heart than 
ours, but that the old ministers having been dismissed from their 
posts there was now no other channel than this along which to 
approach His Highness, that His Highness had that morning 
sent his Master of Requests (evidently to add force to his exac- 
tions) to demand the delivery of our artillery and flags, and had 
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iln icly m anticipation seized upon our village whose inhabitants 
hid alrcidy fled, so that it was everywhere cr )wded with horse- 
m(n, musketeers, navvies^ and other people ; that if we were able 
i ) in Lintain good older and discipline we should give the N iwab 
in )ic trouble than the Lnglish hid, but th it oui besiegers (ciinted 
it 1 seventy thousand armed men, with bf t r artilkiv than 
ms ind imply provided with good gunners an ^ >11 kind<^ ( f war 
immimition md that we could not pos ibl\ hold ut ae^iinst them, 
iiid even glinting wc were able to st ind a sitgi f ir some length 
f time, much more would be lost thin garni d for thit all our 
s iMiits it C assimbazair P itn i ind i Isevv here would bi ( \posed 
t) till fiirv of the barbiriin and the Comp in v isstts in the 
1 sj cctive factories and m the Mint, is well is th ise depo'^ited at 
till piarters” ind the monevs in circul ition t iIil imount of about 
\( / I6S I f rupees (or 70 tons of treisurt) would bt, lost in sueh a 
c ISC not to mention tint if things turned out idversely our 
li )r )ur would be imp iired, our credit broken ind probably not 
liltv I of rupees would suthce to make goo 1 tiu damigi done 
t the Compinv, if besides the assets now htn we c insider what 
i heiw expenditure would be requiied for us to be readmitted and 
t ) leest iblish ourselves, without our even then possessing the con- 
\ niences that we hive painst ikingly icquircd here and at the 
1 laneh factories in process of time , thit, however, in spite of 
II this, the Nawab's demands remain far too exorbitant and the 
Hon nirable Director proposed to piay for i rediietion bv sending 
m I request in the following teims 

f ^anslaiton of the Persian ar/i,^ uiithn by the Ilo^ioiuahlc Adriaan 
/ IS lorn, Director of the Bengal Department to the hamab Siraj^ 
n Idaula^ dated 26 Juney 1756, 

Renowned Prince The Hollanders have traded here peace- 
billy for a century and a half, have brought over countless 
tieisures and transported most v ist quantities of commodities, 
under prompt payment of tolls and dues, wherefore they have 
generally been befriended and countenanced especially by the 
Rrinces of the land and, up to the glorious Nawab Souja-ul-molk 

Literally diggers ' Probably the coohes employed in making entrenchments 
Quartieren Probably the aurungs the weavers in which received advances of 
mone> as a lien upon the produce of cloth * ^ petition 
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Mahabat Jiing^ inclusive alwavs endowed with privileges The\ 
have always been faithful to their benefactors, and if ever guilt} of 
a wrongful act the} were never backward in granting satisfaction 
And }et it has pleased Your Highness to exact a contribution 
from us much heavier than we irc able to pav, considering the 
calamities that hive befillen us on sea and the mm} losses v\e 
have of late }( irs encountered in our eommerci il trinsartions 
Wherefore I do humblv beseech \our I \cellcncv to confer the 
great favour up n us ef gracuuisl} treating us with reasonal le 
moderition in leference to the na a> ini 

* Ma} \our Highness s p w i ind f 1 )r} go on increasing * 
{Translated I y M A ) 

To which the members havin^, i^^reed , it v\as further un ini 
mousl} resolve d t ) charge the Coinpin> sual il ind broker with the 
handing over f the siid missive to their Worships the mcdi itors 
for delivery unt ; the Prince ind to give the ifore s iid a iJ il powe i 
of attornev to make a bid in lespeet t ) the c ntnbutu n demanded 
provided it do not exceed the sum of two lies of rupees, besides 
the expenses 
Ihusdonc etc 

(c) Satiirdi} zG June 1756 1 ft jmon, rxtjaoidiinry Meeting 

All p}CSLnt 

The court messenger and broker having returned from the 
charge referred to in the resolution of this morning, with the 
statement that P acheruttez] i ir on hearing of their message and 
seeing our rather indiffc rc ntl} written request, had said that the 
Nawab, being already altogether dissatished with the arrange 
ment they had come to, would surely give immediate orders to 
cut down our flagstaff to hll up our moat and storm our fort 
that the force required for the purpose was already called out and 
waited only for His Lxcellency s order, §0 that he could not 
appear before ]|^ v\ith a request of such a nature, but would 
wRash his hands of the business, leaving the issue to our responsi 
bility, adding that to convince us of his disinterestedness he would 
willingl} deduct ten thousand rupees from the fifty thousand 

^ Ahverdi Khan grandfather and predecessor of Siraj uddaula 
^ Probably this means badly expressed 
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sti})ulcitcd for , wherefore led by the motives stated in our previous 
res )lution and considering that information has been received of 
movements on the part of our asbiilants that presage an early 
ittack, and we have to deal with an enemy who, when it comes 
to the worst, will not be satisfied shoit of our complete iiim, it 
his bten unanimously resolved to grant the N wab the sum of 
four hundred thousand sikka^ rupees, to wit b\ v\i*tten bond (on 
iccount of a dearth of cash) p ly iblt three month>. after date, as is 
hown in the bond piepircd and adapted m the jnesent meeting 
t ) th( effect that — 

‘ W ( the undci signed acting in the n imi ind i 1 the k c ount of 
tin Nitherlinds Last India Compan\, do here! proniisL to pav , 
thiic months after date, to the Nawab Man ul miilk, Siraj 
u Id mil, Shih Kuh Khan, Bahadur, Haibit Jang, or his order, 
the sum of four bundled thousand stkku rupees, for value reeeived. 
\1 the Ketlurlinds Chief Office, Hoogley, hort (rustavus, the 
J) h June, one thousand seven hundred and fifty si\ A Bisdom, 
K H \KMlN\in, L ZuVDIAM), M IslNCK, J L V SCHLVIC- 
nuiN J. H. Svvi NKi Lb, M. Basiiavnsi Hooreman and 
S ( ROM BON ’ 

But first to forward the 10,000’ sikka rupees in cish to Facher- 
udte/)a ir according to his lequest in older to satisfy the mediators. 
1 urthcr to urge the Prince to grant a banaiU or general order for 
the free and uninterrupted carrying on of the Company’s com- 
mercial dealings everywhere, etc, and the confiimation of its 
pn\ lieges 

Done (etc.). 

{d) Sunday, 27 June, 1756. In the morning, Extraordinaiy 
Meeting, All pni^ent, 

1 he Director having informed the Council that the gomasta or 
fictor of the Moorish merchant Choja Wazid had that morning 
brought back the bond for 400,000 stkka rupees, issued yesterday 
in favour of the Nawab, bringing with him at the same time Ihe 

^ Bearing the stamp of the King of Delhi Standard rupees 

Should be 40 000 Coja Wazid having deducted the 10 000, which was his own 
share 

A royal grant 
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factor of rettusjen's heirs ^ Bejenaat, with intelligence that His 
Excellency being in great want of money , it was his desire, if we 
could not supply him with cash, we should enter into negotia 
tions with the said Beyenaat for an advance of the money So 
though such an arrangement will be more disadvantageous to the 
Company, as it will now also lose the interest, yet, then being no 
alternative if we do not wish to expose oursehes to difhculties or 
incur the Princes displeasure, it was with one accord decided to 
conform to His Excellency s wishes wheieiipon the aforesaid 
bond in the Nav\ab s fivour wis withdrawn ind i bond in favour 
of Eettusjen s heirs it the e rdin iry intcre t at the rate of J per 
cent a month was granted v\hieh lead thus 

‘ W c the undersigned acting on behalf c f and for the lecount of 
the General Nethcrlinds I ist India Company do hereh\ acknow 
ledge hiving effected a loan of four hiinditd thous ind si/ /ci rupees 
with the bill brokersjagat Seth I ettusjentic and Seet \mendjendie 
which sum together with the inteiest due thereon it the rate 
of 9 per eent per innum or I p(.i cent a month, we promise to 
pay when the service of the Last Indi i Comp my shall allow of 
its being done 1 he Netherlands Chief Ofhee, Hoosley, Fort 
Gustav us, the 27th of June of the year one thousand seven 
hundred and lifty six \ Ejsd m K H \i i j L Zu\d 

lANI) M TsINCI, J L VAN SCHl \ ICKH \V I N, J H Sw ENKELS 
M Basti\ansf, ^ Hooifmvn S Ckombon 

It was further igreed to withdriw the aforesaid bond in favour 
of the Nawab and to issue another promissory note in the name 
of Pettusjents heirs, to enter note thereof, as thereupon was 
done 

The Director further stated th it the Nawab had expressed a 
desire that he should wait upon His b xcellency on the morrow 
in the afternoon to render due salutation, and the Worshipful 
Director also informed the members that he intended at the 
proper time t^|go and perform the saicf ceremony in company 
with the Hea-d Administrator® after the custom of the country 
But Mr R H. Armenault considering it not to be good policy m 

’ The Seth family descendants of Fateh Chand 

^ Irobably means Seth Mahtab Rai ani Seth Swarup Chand grandsons of Jagat 
Seth Apparently Mr R H Armenault himself. 
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these troublous times for the Chief and the Second both to repair 
[at the same time] outside the fort, requested the opinion of the 
Council on the subject, asserting, at the same time, his perfect 
readiness to go with the Director to observe the aforesaid custom 
of silutation, if it could not be otherwise. This objection having 
betn discussed, and the circumstances of the tiiiK and the custom 
obtaining in the countr\ being weighed, it was cc nsidered ht and 
proper that the salutation by the \\ orshipful Director and the 
Head Vdministrator should take place. 

29 Franslation of a hiier pom the Dutch Council, Hugh, to 
M Vcrnct, dated 27 Juhl, 1756 ^ 

Vftei the taking of Calcutta (now called Almagar by him) the 
N i\v lb and his aim} being arrived th( di} b( fore }ei>terday at 
H(k)^ 1 (} or it the Moorish fort, with the intention of keeping there 
tliL d 1} after to morrow the feast which follows the Moorish fast,^ 
uid tftfi wards proceeding on his march to Muxadabad,® his arrival 
t 111 cd us great uneasiness, on account of the uncertainty we felt 
Is to wh it would become of u^ All about our Settlement there 
w IS a heap of men of His Lxcellenc} s tioops and as the inhabi- 
tants hid fled we found it necessir} to repair to the fort. A 
f inLLina had been sent to the hrst undersigned b} the Nawab 
ivtn before he came here, wherebv he warned us that in case we 
weic iiiUMlling to do what was about to be pioposcd to us by his 
fritnd the Moorish merchant Coja Wazid, it would be all up with 
< lu tride in Bengal. The upshot of this was that His Lxcellency 
iiiirned twent} lacs of rupees of us; at which exorbitant demand, 
hcing struck all of a heap and further considering that we should 
not be justified in at once agreeing without demur to the Nawab s 
dun ind, we engaged the aforesaid Coja Wa/id to urge the Nawab 
un our behalf to concede a considerable reduction, in which we 
'^ue so successful, that }esterda} morning after the Master of 
Requests had already been to the Director to demand our flag 
^^^d all our artillery and to have a Moorish banner hoisted, etc., 
at length prevailed upon His Excellenc} to be satisfied with 
^i^ur lacks siQca rupees. Also a further 40*000 sicca rupees for 
^ Vernet Papers, the Hague « The annual great fast of the Ramazan. 

* The old name of Murshidabad 
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expenses, in which the customary nazaiant, which is usually paid 
at Cossimbu/ar on the election of a new Nawab, and the remainder 
under the name of contribution are included, [has been agreed 
upon] whereupon tr inquillit\ has been restored, and in answer to 
an afzi presented b} us we expect e\er> moment a sanad from 
His L\cdlenc\ for a free and unimpeded continuation of the 
Compands trade etc, in e\er} shape ind form whilst in tne 
morning the two hrst undersigned ire about t ) pay the Nawab 
a visit at his request ill of which we have thought it necessar} 
to bring to your Honours knDwkd^e f r \oui peice of mind 
for which puipjse onl> this is directed we remaning 6 lC ^c 
A Bisdom, R H AuMPMin L Zimhim) J L v Scni 
\ICHA\PN J H SWLNKiLS M B\SII\\\SI, A HoORLMXN 
and S Cl c \ii )n 

^o Dacca ( nsultUions 27 June i75r I itscni Pichafd 
huJui I J M ssfs liiJi ifi n II mas Hyndman 
Samuel U alU) 

The Consult ition of the -isi le id \] \ r wed and signed — This 
da\ at noon our vaJ cl c ime fi m the Dmbar^ ind acquainted 
us that the Nabob 1 11 him Sun ij ih Diwlit had tiken and 
plundered the town of ( alciitt i ind h id ilso in idc himself master 
of I ort William, tal en Mi H Iwell ind some other gentlemen 
prisoners That the (icveinor, Sec( nd ind some few moie 
having tiken to the ships were endea\( uiint, to make their escape 
down the river That this intelligence came fiom the French 
Our vakeel further acqu anted us that Dusscriut C iwn our Nabob 
demanded that we should suircndei oursehes 1 m in edi itcly, which 
if we did not compl) with he would attack us, ha\ing everything 
in readiness This account ippcars to us so improbable, that v-c 
apprehend it is put about m order to induce us to surrender 
Agreed therefore t^t Mr berafton write to Mofisieur Courtin desir 
mg him to acquaint us if he has leceived any certain advice of the 
taking of 1 ort William by Surrajah Dowlat In answer to-which 
we received the melancholly conhrmation of what our vakeel had 
told us. Monsieur Courtin assuring us that he had ref eived the most 
certain advice of Fort William’s being taken by the Nabob ; That 
^ Court or Court officials. 
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his letters were of the 19th, 20th, and 21st, from the Governor and 
C ouncil of Chandernagore and several other gentlemen, that he 
was using his endeavors at the Dunbar to gave our lives and 
honor, he adMses us to come to as speedy a resolution, telling us 
tlicit briveiy becomes temerity and imprudence when exerted 
iiial u ptopos. Taking this affair into our most serious con- 
sideiation, we are unanimously of opinion that there is no reason 
t ) doubt the tiuth of this news, \gretd theiefore, that we write to 
Monsu ur C ourtin leturning him our most sincere thanks for his 
kind designs in our favor and to desiie he will permit Monsieur 
1 Icuiin tocome to us, and let us know what terms can be procured 
f I us in case we hnd we cannot avoid siiiiendering. 

\\ c now take into consideiation the state of our factory, 
giiiison, provisions <S.c. and from thence are to foim a judgement 
wh thcr we can lender an\ material ser\ice to our Honourable 
1 in[)loy(.rs by attempting to defend oursehes. 

Vs to the situation of our fictory it stands in a large town 
iiruninded with numbers of houses fiom which they might annoy 
IIS with cannon and bmdfl arms. * The factory is little better than 
I eoininon house surrounded with a thin brick wall one half of it 
not ilxne nine foot high. Our garrison consists of a lieutenant, 
4 stijcints, 3 corporals and 19 Luropean soldiers besides 34 black 
t liristians, and 60 btixoic^.^ As to the last we have little to expect 
liorn them, as they have almost all demanded leave to quit us. Our 
1 roMsioiib may last three weeks or a month, but it we are attacked 
<»nt ammunition will soon be expended, and our men exhausted 
latigue as we have so few they must be almost always on 
^Iniy. Our factory is at the distance of iieai a quarter of a mile 
froi 1 the river. The passage by water to Calcutta from 14 to 
-o uayb, that from Muxadavad to Dacca about four, from which 
pi let our enemies might receive reinforcements in 8 or 10 days. 
Notwithstanding the disadvantage of our situation, the smallness 
of our garrison 6:c. we were determined to defend ourselves to the 
utmost had we been attacked while Fort William continued in the 
hands of the English, and to enable us to do it we had planted 
^*hat guns we had to the best advantage and with the assistance 
of the soldiers thrown up breast-works &c., and privately procured 

> Gunmen. 
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an additional quantitj^ of powder. But since we are sure Fort 
William is taken, and that we cannot expect the least assistance or 
reinforcement from the gentlemen who are escaped in their ships, 
it does not appear to us that our attempting to defend ourselves 
can be of the least advantage to our Employers, and would rather 
be an act of rashness than bravery. Agreed therefore that we 
endeavor to procure the best terms possible by means of the 
French, and suriender our factor}. 

Observing numbers of armed men all around us. Ordered our 
garrison to keep undt r arms ind i strict \\ itch to prevent a surprize 

Richard Blchlk, Llki Sck^iion Ihomas IUndmvn, 
Samuel Waller 

31. Dacca Consiiliatto 7 iSy 2 '^ June, jy^ 6 ,at SIX p m. Present Richaul 
BechOyl sq , Chuf I iHu Scrafion, Thomas Hyndman, 

Samuel II allt}. 

The Consult ition of the 27th re id, -ippnnid, and signed. 

This morning Moiisic 111 1 liuiin tlu I rinch Second, came to our 
factor} to acquiint us th it he had been with Dussf rant Cawn our 
Nabob endcavouung to piocme us the most fivorable teims he 
could, but that ill he w is ihli to obt iin, was, that the factorv 
should be deli\cnd up direith the soldiers 1 1} down their arms, 
and be carried prisoners to the Isabob, the I idies go out in 
pallanquins to the luiuh ficloi}, the pall inqnins not to be 
searched on Monsie ur 1 leiiim s ^ i\ing his woid th it nothing should 
be m them but the ( lo iths the ladie s h id on. \s to the ( hief Ac 
Company’s servants, the \ ibob demanded that thev should hrst 
be brought to him and itterw irds go to the French factor}. 
Monsieur Courtin giving his pirole to tlu N ibob that we shall 
wait the orders of Surrijih Dovvlal in regard to our future fate. 
Taking these proposals into consideration, we think them very 
hard, but as Mon^iir I leurm assures us that ver} little alteration 
can be expected, ed that we beg Monsieur 1 leurm to endeavour 
to save us the disgrace of going to the Din bar, and obtain per- 
mission that we go directly to the French, also that the soldiers 
may not be ill used. Ihis he promises to endeavour to obtain 
and to return in the afternoon. 

The 28th June in the afternoon Monsieur Fleurin returned and 
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acquainted .us he had obtained permission for the gentlemen 
to go to the French factory without going to the Durbar ^ and 
that the Nabob had promised the soldiers should not be ill used 
or put in irons. We then gave our paroles to the French Chief, 
gave up our military prisoners to the Nabob’s people and are now 
with sorrowful hearts leaving our factory, being permitted to carry 
off nothing but the cloaths upon our backs, having still this satis- 
faction left, that we have to our utmost discharged our duty to 
our Honourable Employers. 

Richard Bkcheh, Luke Scraiton, Thom\s Hyndman, 
S\MULL Waller. 

^2. Tramlation of the Secret Consultations of the Dutch Council, 
llii^h, Monday, 28 June, 1756. Forenoon, Extraordinary 
Meeting, All present A 

The Director having showm us a letter received by him from the 
Lngli^h (lovernor and some members of the Council, under date 
of 2 [th instant, Voltha, aboard the Dodaly, whither they had been 
t ompclled to retire with a few' of the inhabitants on account of the 
taking of Calcutta by the Nawab*, containing a request for assist- 
ance in the shape of provisions and clothing, also of anchors, 
cabl(‘s and other cordage, as also that our officials at Voltha 
should be instructed to aid them w'ith everything in their power, 
with a declaration of their readiness to pay the value of any 
aitide or articles thus supplied, so we have viewed with surprise 
the ] presumptuous recklessness of that nation in first bidding de- 
fi.iiice to such a formidable enemy as the Nawab, and afterwards, 
after offering little or no resistance, in abandoning their permanent 
hull ess and matchless colony without making any provision for 
the few things that were absolutely required. Having further 
Weighed the request itself, so on one hand full consideration was 
given to the fact that w'e ought to lend a helping hand to all 
Christians in distress, especially the English, but on the other, 
duly weighing that the chief nation is not only the cause of her 
own ruin, but also of the heavy losses incurred by the other 
nations trading with this country, among which may surely be 
reckoned the costly ship Voorburg, which having stranded on the 
'^o-called Jannegat flats, might most probably have been saved, if 

^ Bengal Correspondence The Hague. 
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the passage down the river had not been impeded by the army of 
the Nawab. And further how His Excellency, having, upon pain 
of his extreme indignation, stringently forbidden succouring in any 
way the fugitive English, the least violation of the said interdict, 
with which he would be sure to be made acquainted by his spies 
who arc roving about everywhere, would be severely punished 
and, maybe, after the same method practised upon the English. 
It has, therefore, for the welfare of the service of the East India 
Company and for the safety of our people here, been deemed 
advisable to render the aforesaid fugitives no assistance in the 
present troublous times and to avoid all correspondence with 
them, and therefore not to reply to their aforesaid missives. 

Done and resolved, Hoogley, at Fort Gustavus, on the above 
date A. Hisdom, R. H. Armlnali.i, L. Zi vdland, M. Tsinck, 
J. L. VAN SCHEVICIIAVHN, J. H. SWENKhLS, M. BaSTIAANSE, 
Secretaris, A. Hookeman and S. Cromhon. 

33. Translation of an extract ftoni a letter from the French ConnciU 
Chanderna^ore^ to the Captain of the French East India Com- 
pany\ ship in the Road of Balast>rc, dated 2S June, 1756.^ 

We feel we ought to warn you of this e\ent in order that you 
may be on your guard against any enterprise which these fugitives 
may attempt . . . out of their absolute necessity, which may force 
them to use violence to procure for themselves supplies of neces- 
saries, not being able any longer to provide themselves with these 
from the country. It is said they are not very well furnished with 
provisions or munitions, having thought only of embarking their 
riches w^hich are calculated at immense sums. . . . They have 
embarked many women and very few sailors. There is every 
reason to believe that they will find themselves reduced to very 
great misery before they get out of the Ganges. The extreme care 
W'e have to take A everything concerning the Nawab, who would 
not fail to seize the slightest pretext to do us some outrage, causes 
us to warn you to have no intercourse with these ships and to 
give them no assistance. This refusal may easily be excused by 
our fear of an approaching war and the precautions which that 
naturally makes us take. We shall send you our letters only when 
' Pondicherry Records 
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you have passed these ships and are far enough to fear nothing 
more from them. 

34. Translation of an extract from a letter from the F rench Council^ 

Chundernagorey to M. de la Brctesche at Patna, dated 28 June, 
1756.^ 

SiK, — This letter is merely to advise you that yon need not be 
in an} anxiety and that you can resume }our operations and con- 
tinue them as usual. We have accommodated matters with the 
Nawab who on his return from Calcutta nas demanded contribu- 
tions from all the [European] nations, in return for which he 
lcci\es them in peace. 

The English of the Dacca I'actory have been obliged to sur- 
render and those of the Factory of Luckipur have embarked in 
tliiee sloops with wliich they will, doubtlcsb, go and join those 

ho esc aped from Calcutta. 

35. Letter from the Nawab to Council, Fort Saint George, 30 June, 

1756.- 

3b. Iranslation of an extract from a letter from the Fiench Council, 

Chaiidernagore, to the Council, Masulipatam, dated — June, 175 ^-^ 

Ihc ship Silhonciie has entered the Ganges and yesterday was 
two short leagues from Calcutta, whcTc she met the English 
\cssels which were waiting a favourable wind to pass a fortress 
N\heic batteries had been raised to stop them. Some English 
\nIu) came on bcjard said w'e were at war with the Moors who in- 
tended to drive us out of their country as they had just c^one the 
English, who had been forced to abandon Calcutta and take refuge 
( n their ships. This report prevented the captain of the Silhouette 
fiom venturing to come f^urther without having orders from 
M. Renault who, immediately he heard from him, wrote to un- 
deceive him and to instruct him how to behave until he has sent 
Word to the Nawab and obtained an order for the people in the 
fort to let the ship pass without firing on her. 

It is said the English [ships] passed to-day. They are nine in 

^ Pondichejry Records 

* See later, Fort Saint George Consultations, 17 August, 1756 

* Pondicherry Records. 
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number besides many other craft by which they are probably 
accompanied. 

37. Narrative of the loss of Calcutta, with the Black Hole, by Captain 
Mills, uho was in it, and sundry other particulars, being 
Captain Mills' pocket book, which he gave me, it is octavo, 
16 pages, 7 June to i July, 1756.^ 

Nabob Sur Rajah Dowlah 1756, 

Page I. June the 7th. We heard of Cassembi/ars being de- 
livered up to the Nabob and Mr. Watts with the other gentlemen 
made prisoners. 

On the 15th the French sent us \Nord of the Nabob’s army’s 
march to Calcutta. 

On the 17th the enem> attackt the ledoubt at Perrins about 
noon. At 3 in the afternoon 40 men with 2 field pieces were 
sent to reinforce that place where 111 the cngigement the Moors 
from behind the trees and liushes killed 2 of our men one of whome 
was Mr, Ralph Thoresby one of the Honourable Company s writers. 

About 8 at night an 18-pounder gun w is sent out to Perrins, 
and the 2 held pieces w ith the reinforcement that had been sent 
were ordered back to thtir former stations 

In the night Lieutenant Pacard who had the command at 
Perrins, sallied out with his pirty on the enem\, and having 
drove them from their posts, spiked up four of their guns, and 
brought away some of their ammunition. 

Page 2. On the iSth of June ebout 9 in the morning our out- 
works were attacked by small part\s in the ^kirts of the town, we 
dispatched several small part>s to the tops of several of the highest 
houses near hand to anno> the enem}, and Monsieur Labonne with 
a party of militia and volunteers and two field pieces to guard the 
cross roads. 

Amongst those small partys were killed Messrs. Charles Smith 
and Wilkinson. Monsieur Labonne, who retired to the Jail house 
with his party, bravJI^ defended it for six hours, till himself and 
most of his party were wounded, were ordered to retire within the 
trenches at the Court house after having spiked up their guns, and 
brought off all the wounded. 

* This document was given to Mr Robert Orme The original spelling has been 
preserved as far as possible. 
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1 he enemy finding the firing to desist took possession of the 
post, but in the retreat many of the buckerys deserted us and went 
o\er to the enemy. This afterndon we sent most of the European 
ladies on board the ships and several of the gentlemen deserted 
with them particular the Cornel and Lieutenant Mr. Manningham 
ind Frankland, with several others. 

Pu^c 3. In the evening the enemy attacked us smartly, killing 
ind wounding sc\eral of our men with their small arms, they 
endeavoured to surround us. Were ordered to retreat from the out- 
works, after having spiked up our guns, and take possestion of the 
church, Mr. Cruttenderi s, Aires’s, and the Company’s houses which 
we quietly keept all that night. 

1 he morning of the igth the enemy advanced to us, and attacked 
us vigorously on all sides, having got into Mr. Aires’s compound 
ind outhouses, several volleys of small aims were hred b} those 
til It keept that post and as rcad}l) icturned, but they having made 
i hole through the east end of the church, and hreing their cannon 
through at the same time, which killed two men, were ordered to 
utirc from the outworks into the garrison, upon which Lieutenant 
HI igg sett hre to Mr. C ruttenden’^ house and retired to the garrison. 
This morning sent the remainder of the European women with all 
the vNounded on board the shiping. 

Pti^e 4, 19th. About 10 the Governour, Messrs. Maggott, one 
of 0111 Captains, the Commandant Minchin, Captain Grant, Messrs. 
Criittenden, Mapletoft, Sumner, Billers, Rider, Tooke, Senior, 
J Ills \ ossmer, Charlton, Le^eestei, Dr Fullerton, Lieutenants 
Ohiro, Whitherburn, Messrs. Heugh Bailie, Edward Ridge, 
ittorney, Robert Bolderick, supercargo, Henry Summers, Elves, 
L luge. Smith, Whaley, Lyng, the hdler, Whatmore, Ihomas 
Barnard, Abraham Jacobs, Francis Child, Robert Carr 

5. fledd on board the ships, and weighed their anchors, and 
dropt dov\ n the river takeing with them all the boats, sloops and 
Vessels. Being cutt off from a retreat, and the principle officers* 
deserting with so man> along with them greatly dispirited the 
people in the garrison. 

Upon which Mr. Holwell was at the Governor’s absconding, made 
General and Governor of Calcutta, Mr. Pearks who was senior jin 
Councill, giving it up to Mr. Holwell for the time being, Mr. Holwell 
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expressing his hearty intentions to defend the Fort till the last 
extremity, and made a publick declaration upon the bastions of his 
detesting Mi Drake’s flight, at the same time encourageing the mill 
tary to stand to their arms and hold out the seige with a promise 
of 3 chests of the Honourable Company’s treasure, containing 
24 000 rupees, amongst them if the^ would keep the place. 

But for want of a sutficient number of officers, so many ha\ing 
left the place 

Page 6 the Dutch soldiers could not he hindered fiom breaking 
into the looms of the officers that had absconded, the militar\ 
and gunroom^ mostlv consisting of th it countrv, ind takeing 
from thenet whit wine and spirites tht \ could lay their hands 
on, by which me ins thc\ begin to be mutinous ind unruly In the 
night acorporeil md sevcril pin ite men, most of them Dutch, 
deserted us b\ dioping o\er the walls and going to the enemy. 

We rern lined firung as opportunitv itijuired in the meinwhik 
the enenn continiucl piuncliiin^ the t )\\n ind buinin^ the houses 
in sundn ]il kc 

Next iiKiniii^ on the _( th the eiKm\ ^ tt p ssesti n of the top 
of the chuieh and houses round ibout the g irrison which being 
loftier then thi w ills md comm mdiiK dl the b istions md galled 
us so th it ruD min ceuld stand them (f 1 then small irnis) the \ 
killing 01 woiindinw^ ill th it i| j \ud m si^ht inion^'^t whome 
was Lieiitc n mt Smith C iptiin 1 lel eiin^ 

Page 7 md w )uii lin most c f cm officers Ajudent T ilbot who 
after dyed of his w und \c 

Ihe suiMMiig officeis weie ( bh,^cd to exert themselves pistol in 
hand to keep the soldieis to their quaitei At noon the Govournor 
and Comp iny thought it pic per tc wiite to the ^ ahoh ixnd duan 
demandin^^ a tiiice 1 ut he disdainfulh threw it aw n and would 
not give us an answer 

The Honourable C oinp mv s ship/^n?2cc:Gtf;r^^ which had hitherto 
Hyn befc:)iL Ikirin^Ci iidcns was oidered down abrest of the fort 
but in the way unfoitun itely by the bad conduct of the pilot, 
brands Morns, i Dutchman ran shore and some time after was 
taken b\ the enemy, the Captain and his officers who gott up to 
CJiineera after seeing the fort taken was by the Dutch delivered 
up to the Moors m three hours after their arrival. 

^ The artillery men 
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About 4 of clock in the afternoon the enemy called out to us 
not to fireing 

Pas(c 8. in consequence to which the Govournor shewed a flagg 
of truce, and gave orders for the garrison not to fire. Upon which 
the enemy in vast numbers came under our walls, and at once 
began to sett fire to the windows and gates of the fort which were 
stopt up with bales of cotton and cloath, and began to break open 
the fort gate, scaleing our walls on all sides. 

This put us in the utmost confiition, some opening the back 
gate and running into the river, others to take possestion of a boat 
that lay ashore half afloat and half dry was so full in an instant 
that she could not be gott off. In the meanwhile the Moors sur- 
rounding us on all sides, and shewing signs of quarters to all the 
jKople in the water, they went on shore and delivered themselves 
up to the Moors, some of them went to the Nabob and where by 
ium pardoned, others in the confution gott into a budi>erow, while 
the enemy 

(). was plundering, and esca})ed down on boaid the ships 
at that tune l>ing little below' Surmons Gaidcns. 

But most of those that remained in the foit where jjut into the 
Black Hole, to the number of 144 men, women, and children. 

Off whomc upwards of 120 where niisciably smuthcred by the 
heat oc rationed by so many being shut up in so small a place, as 
to be obliged to stand upon one another. 

Amongst those that unhappily suffered were Messrs. Eyres, 
Bailie Senior, Coales, Durnblcton, Jewkes, Revely, Law, Jebb, 
( ar«:e, Valhcourt, Bellimy Senior and Junior (Thomas shott himself 
on the wall), Drake, Byng, Dalrymple, Patrick Johnstone, Street, 
Stephen and Edward Pages's, Grubb, Dodd, Torrians, Knapton, 
Ballard, Captain Clayton, Buchanan, Whitheringtoii, Lieutenants 
Simson, Hays, Blagg, Bishop, Paccard, Ensign Scott, Wedder- 
Oorn, James Guy, carpenter, Captain Hunt, 

10. Robert Carey, Thomas Leach, the 2 Stopfords, 
Porter, Hylierd, Cocker, Carce. 

Pcigc II. Amongst those that had escaped death in the Black 
Hole and came out alive w'ere John Holwell, Esq., Governour, 
Court, Burdett, Walcott Ensign, who were taken aw'ay by the 
Nabob's party and put into irons both legs. Messrs. Cooki 
Lushington gott down on board the ships, the rest remaining is 
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Mr. Mills \ 

Mr. Dixon 
Patrick Moran 
Thomas Meadows 
John Angell 
John Burgaft 

John Arnd escaped the terrible dungeon. 

John Jones 

Philip Cosall 

Peter Thomas 

John Gatliff 

John Boirs 

Barnard Clelling 

Richard Aillery / 

Page 12. At the time the Fort was taken, there was escaped the 
two Doctors Noxes, Doctor Gray, Paul Richard Pearks Esq., Dr. 
Taylor, Dr. English, Captain Collins, Captain Lewis, James 
Andrews, Geoige Gray Junior, George Alsop, Edward Savage, 
James Johnstone, William Tedcomb, Thomas Henderson, Thomas 
Hirwood. 

Page 13. Having no men on the bastions, but two or three 
centinels, the greatest part of the soldiers for wont of provitions 
and having plenty of drink could not be prevailed on to mount 
the bastions any more. 

Those that were otherwise, were excessively fatigued, having 
been on duty ever since the first of the siege. 

The garrison being so reduced for wont of relief, was most 
untimely overcome with plenty of ammunition at hand. 

Page 14. An account of the powder at the Fort with other 
amunition : 

Europe bairels ...... 37 

Do. i do. . .... 13 

Bombay do. ...... 187 

Bengali do. . . . . . .159 

396 

Powder. of Captain Whitheringtons 

Bengali ....... 45 

Do. Barrels . . . .50 


95 
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Do. of the Success Galleys 

Barrels ....... 5 

Do. Carr ...... 9 

— 14 

747 Maund 30 Seer 

This is except the powder belonging to the vessels and mer- 
chants. 

Pa^e 15. An Account of the iron round shott large and small . 40760 
Do. of ready shells large and small 

Tns. 



fioi 

50 


Do. of ready filled 

• 44 

36 



1 34 

300 


Hand Granades . 


500 




— 

886 

Large empty shells 

. ni 

150 



JO^ 

ISO 



8* 

50 




— 

350 

Small shells empty 


. 

6200 

Grape shott 




18 lb 


sO 


12 . . . 


28 


9 . . . . 


250 


6 . . . . 


600 


4 . . . . 


150 


3 . . . 


300 


2 ... . 


250 


I . . . 


80 



2293 

16. On the ist of July was ordered out of Calcutta. 


38. Letter from Messrs, Watts and Collet to Council^ Fort 
Saint George y dated ChanderfiagorCy 2 /«/>', 175b. 

Honourable Sir and Sirs, — It is with the utmost concern we 
now inform you that Fort William was taken by the Moors the 
-ioth ultimo ; the rise of these troubles are as follows. 

The Nabob under various pretences sent a guard upon our 
factory at Cossimbuzar to stop our business, as is customary in 
this country when they have any demand on the Europeans, and 
dayly increased the force till the factory was surrounded by his 
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whole army which by the most moderate computation consisted of 
10,000 Horse 20,000 Ragepout gunmen and a large tram of 
artillery and then demanded Mr Watts to go out and see him , 
the Nabob’s duan^ who commanded the van of the army writing 
Mr. Watts a letter that he might go out with great safety, that no 
harm should happen and that he would introduce him to the Nabob , 
upon this we thought proper to send the surgeon of the factory to 
the duan and he ga\e him the same assurinces ind sent him 
back with a considerable person and a present of lictlt (which is 
esteemed a pledge of faith) to aecompiny the Chief to the Nabob 
Accoidmgly igieeibk to the unanimous opinion of the gentlemen 
of the factorv and officers of the g irrison the Chief went and 
was introduced to the N ibob who immedi itely ordered him into 
confinement and insisted on his giving in obligation th it m hfteen 
days time the gentlemen of Calcutti should level what new works 
thev had nised deliver up the Nabob s ten ints v\ho had fled for 
protection tlu re ind that if it could be proved that wc h id falsified 
the Compinv s iu^ti Is b\ givin^ them to tin s^ who had n 
right to them we should pi\ hick whit the G(\eriiment had 
suffered by less of liities Ihe Chief beirv m their hands was 
obliged to sign this they then told him that his signing was of no 
consee]ueiiee without the rest of the C ouneil Vecoidin^ly upon the 
surgee 11 s leturning to the f ictorv and lecjuainting Messrs Collet 
and B itson thit it w is neeessarv they sheiuld go to the Chief in 
order to mike an end of the affair, they went ind were detained 
prisoners, nothing me re being said iboiit the obligation the Chief 
had signed (the Chief solemnly asserts that he told the singeon to 
let Messrs Collet and Batson know he did not think it adviseable for 
them to quit the facte ly ) 1 he next day we were ordered to deliver 
up our cannon and imunition which we comply ed with in hopes 
entirely to pacifv the N ibob The army then drew off from 
the factory Mr Batson was sent back to the factory and Messrs 
Watts and Colle4lKt-pt prisoners in the camp which then bent iG 
march towards C alcutta We have since he ird all the godouns at 
Cossimbuzar were sealed up with the Nabob s seal and the soldiers 
remaining in the factory carried prisoners to Muxadabad. 

As the Chiefs going out of the factory may perhaps appear 
^ Raja Rai Durlabh 
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extraordinary we think it necessary to give our reasons for taking 
such a step. It has been always customary in Bengali for the Chiefs 
of the Subordinates^ to visit the Nabobs of the province and we 
had great reason to believe that on paying this visit we should be 
able to accommodate matters and prevent his march to Calcutta, 
If we had refused our factory must have inevita]'»ly fallen into 
their hands with all the Company’s eftects outstanding in Bengali, 
f)ur garrison being in no condition to make a defence against so 
large a force, our factory being surrounded on three sides by 
houses which overlooked our bastians and some not thirty yards 
hoin tile bastian ; most of our guns were honey-combed and carriages 
Kitten though we had repeatedly indented to Calcutta for new 
ones. Our garrison consisted c^f about 50 soldiers most of which 
W(‘ie black Portegueze. We had about Ho maiinds of powder but 
fi \v or no shot or granades. We might possibly with this force 
lui\e held out 3 or 4 days, which would not have prevented the 
( 'insc 4UL rices that have since happened and we undoubtedly should 
h.iM been blamed for having commenced a war with the Gover- 
imiit and we are very sensible had the gentlemen of Calcutta 
thought proper to treat, affairs 'might have been accommodated 
i\en when the Nabob was on his march. 

N\'e can give no certain account how Calcutta w'as taken, w’e 
bung then prisoners in the camp, but we have since heard the 
<j(Aeriiour, Commandant, and several other gentlemen of the 
^ oiincil w'ith part of the garrison quitted the fort and retired on 
board their ships w^hich flung the rest into panick and confusion, 
'vhirh occasioned the fort to be surrendered to the Moors. We 
h< ar Mr. Holwell w^as taken prisoner in the fort and is in irons. 

have no certain new^s of the fate of the other Subordinates but 
1 1 IS reported they are plundered — most of the Company’s servants 
that remained when the Governour &c went away were either 
billed or have since died by ill usage. 

We shall address your Honour 6cc, again w'hen w^e can do it 
^^lth more certainty. 

We w’ere released about four days ago and agreable to our desire 
N\ere delivered to the care of the French [Director] who has the 
Nabob’s orders to send us safe to Madrass, enclosed is a copy of a 

^ Subordinate factories or settlements up-country. 
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letter from the Nabob to the Director of Chandernagore as also 
one to the Governour of Fort Saint George. The civilitys that we 
and all the English have received from this Settlement requires the 
greatest acknowledgments. Lest any false reports should reach 
your Honour &c., we can assure you that to the best of our 
knowledge the French ha\e given no assistance to the Country 
Goverment but have suffered greatly themselves having been 
obliged to pay 400,000 rupees and the Dutch as much or more. 

We beg the favour of your Honour 5 lC. to represent to ou’- 
Honourable Masters our distresed situation b} the first convey- 
ance, and we hope from their candour that the part we have acted 
will not be disapproved of as we are conscious to ourselves that 
had the Governour and Council made any proposals to the Gover- 
meiit affairs might have been accommodated, Fort William sub- 
sisted, and their effects at the Subordinates and the ati 7 tings safe, 
but by all accounts they wcie as averse to an) terms of peace as 
they [were] incapable of war. 

We arc \c., cve , W W M is M ( 01 1 1 t 

39. Translation of n cxiiad fiom a liticy aiittin from Chandti 
na^ )u, daiid ] Ju >, 175b, ccnconin^ tJu const ijiufues of the 
captuu of C ah uita ^ 

We have here to perfoi in the simc duties to several of the English 
— amongst others Messrs \\ itts and C olkt — is those vou have 
acquitted voursches of it 1) k ( i These two last armed here on 
the 28th evening in p d imjuins, but otheiwise in very bad con 
dition, though a few divs after their capture the Nav\ab had 
given ordeis to treat them a little better. He*- was constantly 
subjected to all kinds of indignities, and he was hardly allowed to 
keep a part of his clothes and linen. When he passed near Chin- 
sura following the Naw ib in his expedition to Calcutta he sent 
to ask for some J|^sistance from Mr. Bisdom who, besides some 
refreshments, sent him a thousand rupees. In order to get this 
gift from the hands of the leeches who guarded him he was 
obliged to make terms with them and to sacrifice more than 600 

^ Fort Saint George, Select Committee Consultations 9 IS o\ ember, 1756. 

^ Probably refers to Mr Watts 
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rupecb of the i,ooo to save the rest. Finalh he was released ; the 
Nawab even recommended him to M. Renault with instructions to 
send him to the [Madras] Coast It is further said that to repair the 
c\il he has done him he has promised to write in his favour to the 
Council of Madras when informing them of the insolent behaviour 
if tne. Lnglish and Mr. Drake, which had compelled him to pro- 
( ecd to extremities against them and drive them out of Bengal I 
doubt whether this patronage will beneht Mr Witts very much, 
thouj^h at bottom he is much less culpible than Mr Drake. One 
c in at the most reproach him onl> with feebleness and imprudence 
whereas the latter is also guilt} of cowardice and knave ry and of the 
rn jst dreadful treason a man can commit, having with theCommand- 
'\ni of the troops and the greater part of the C ouncil preferred their 
f t\ ind til it of their wealth to thesafetx of i number of women, 
t h n st people and of i crowd of Chiistiin pcisons We now 
1 n w tlu (let Ills of all th it pissed in this sul occurrence, and the 
itt spnngs of this affiir, which one cm onl\ regard as a Mysiay 
f InijHiiy It is no longer a m ittci of d )ubt from the wav in 
which Mr Dr ike bch ived that he'had formi d a [Jchnite] plan with 
ihc C ommandant of the troops and cert un C()unciliorb, and that 
tlicv had all agreed that these troubles oflered an excellent oppor 
tunitv to ijipropriate a portion of the wealth conhded to their care. 
It w is with this Mew that Mr Drake instc id of arranging the 
nuttt r with the Nawab strove only to force him to extremities by 
the m )st insolent replies He would doubtless have been much 
‘hsv^usted if things had not come to this pass, but it is more sur- 
I ri^’ing that having in view the destruction of his Settlement and 
* IS own retreat on board the ships he did not take better pre- 
f lut] vns to sccuie this latter, and that he did not put on board 
tlu ships water or provisions or sailors or even ballast, thinking of 
1^ thing but the mone}, as if at sea monev served instead of every- 
thing else It IS said indeed that the} arc in want of everything, 
u a that the Councillors live like common sailors {au cabestan). 
Before we knew everything that had happened in the fort, we did 
ttot understand how the Moors got possession of it, and by what 
enchantment the heads of the English had been turned to such an 
extent The measures of Mr Drake were so well taken that he 
^eft in the factory three Councillors who were the most opposed 
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to him, viz. Messrs H dwell, Eyre and Baillie. He chose foB making 
this fine coicp the moment of a sortie which he ordered. Whilst he 
was embarking, a crowd of soldiers and common people threw them- 
selves pell mell into the water and into the boats to get to the 
ships, in which very few succeeded. Several boats were sunk before 
reaching them. Those who were eye witnesses of this confusion 
counted the number they saw drowned at more than 200 people. 

After this retreat \\ hich occasioned a great mutiny, and during 
which some shots were fired at Mr. Drake, consternation fell upon 
those who remained. The soldiers of the detachment who came 
back from the sortie, finding neither Governor nor Commandant pre- 
sent, mutinied, broke into the wine godowns and filled themselves with 
wine. The few who were capable of resisting and [were ashamed] 
to give way to despair in this manner made a brave stand until — it 
must have been — Sunda} , w'hen, seeing the disorder continue, they 
thought proper to surrender. The moment when the Moors seized 
the fort was like that of the retreat, many persons were drowmed 
whilst tiding to take refuge on board the ships. The two first 
days passed in liccMire and all the disorders of a place taken b} 
assault, with the exception of massacre to which the Moors are not 
accustomed in regard to people disarmed. About 160 Europeans 
who w'ere taken in the fort were shut up in a chamber so small 
that they could only stand upright with their arms raised. The 
first night 132 died in it suffocated by the heat. Mr. Eyre, 
Councillor, whom perhaps }ou knew', suffered the same fate the 
next day. An Englishman who survived this Hell reports an 
action of Mr. Eyre which shows what they had to suffer. He 
says that as he was very fat and corpulent he could think of no 
other relief, but to take off hi-i cotton drawers, which, as was the 
case with the rest, wore his only clothing, — to take it off, I say, 
soaked with perspiiation, to wring it and press what came from it 
into his mouth ^slake his thirst. It is not surprising that he did 
not hold out. Mr. Baillie the other Councillor was killed, but 
Mr. Holwell is without doubt the most to be pitied. As it was he 
who was Zemindar^ of Calcutta, the Moors had long owed him a 
grudge. Consequently they beat him almost every day, and we 
expect to hear at any moment that he has succumbed to this 

' Magistrate 
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torture. When the Nawab entered the fort of Calcutta he could 
not get over his surprise at seeing such a prodigious heap of 
c innon, cannon balls and other munitions — of the first indeed 
theie were more than 500, some mounted [and some without 
c linages]. He was struck with the beauty of the Government 
House, and considered it worthy to be the dwelling of Princes 
latlitr than merchants. Seeing the fire in man} parts [of the 
towiij and considering the great number of fine houses, he could 
not help sa}ing of the English that they must have been mad to 
oblige him to drive them from so large a town. He immediately 
^ ideicd the Government House to be destroyed out of hatred of 
Mr. Drake, whose private property he thought it was, but the others 
Wire preserved and the fire extinguished. He even went to live 
in the fine house belonging to Mr. Wedderburn, and after a time 
published an order to all Christians and Gentiles} to come back and 
li\e in their houses within 3 davs under penalt} of losing them, 
korne have obeved and he has done them no haim. The majority 
weiL afraid and remained in our Settlement. 1 he} had good r(‘ason 
IK t to icctpt this in\it<ition as during the last few da}s the Nawab 
li is changed his mind, on what pretext is unknown, and has sent 
*. 000 pioneers to destro} and ra^e the w hole Settlement, not wishing 
he sa\ s to lca\ c one stone on another. Indeed the hauj iar passed 
Nesterdiv evening to go and hasten the work b} his presence. 
\t lust It was said here that this was in rc\enge for disorders com- 
niittid b} the English at the mouth of the river where they were 
burning and plundering all the villages, but we have since learned 
til It this news is false, as is also that of the arrival of two of their 
‘"hips of war, v\hich every day are reported to have arrived and 
^ Inch disappear the next da}. 

1*\ m} last letter I had the honour to inform you, I think, that 
tl I English were still with their ships a little below Calcutta, that 
dt(_i ha\ing abandoned 5 ships under the fort, and lost one on a 
^ nk, the} were much embarrassed how to pass Makwa Tanna 
< 1 inner’s Fort^ where the Moors had built batteries. They have 
'"ince passed this passage very easily, but at that of Budge Budge 
‘^^hcre they were waited for with many cayetoques^ they lost two 
^ Hindus 

I ossibly country boats which often carry a cabin German kajuU — cabin# 
hitle belou it seems as if a kind of gun was referred to 
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of their ships which ran aground and broke up immediately. 
Luckily the Moors saved all the people, of whom there were a 
considerable number especially of women, amongst whom was the 
niece of Mr. Finely (?). No harm was done to any one but the 
gemidar of the place refused to release them except on condition 
that they gave him 25 rupees a head. We heard later that the 
English had ransomed them and that they had rejoined the ships. 
The Moors found on these ships a great quantity of silver plates 
in particular that of the Company, and 20 boxes of silver. Our 
vessel Le SilJwiiet knowing nothing of the war with the English 
was much surprised when passing before Makwa Tanna to hnd 
herself fired upon several times with caycinques (?). The force of 
the tide prevented her from anchoring there. She cast anchor 
above that fort. The English, who at that time had not yet 
passed, came on board, at least some who knew^ M. Chambon; 
they told him what bad happened, and could n()t help confessing 
they w'ere covered with shame at the cowardice with which they 
had fled ; but at the same time they tried to persuade the Captain 
to reply to the Moors in case they flred on him again. They 
declared to him that we also weie engaged in this business and 
that the Nawaib intended to drive us out of Chandernagore. It 
is not difficult to Jisiovtr the object of such a false report. 
M. Chambon befoit* determining sent a message to M. Renault, 
w'ho sent him orders to be careful not to give the least offence to 
the Moors. As a matter of fact he w.is obliged during the night to 
send some refieshment-^ which the English begged of him. After 
the destruction of Calcutta, we, like the Dutch, have had our turn 
for fear. Not in truth as much as the F-nglish, but not far oft. 
Almost the whole army of the Nawab has marched through our 
Settlement, insulting e\er\ one in the streets, committing a thou- 
sand acts of violence, taking away the servants and bearers to 
carry their booty ,^uelly beating the people belonging to the port 
to give them boats. In short wbat shall I say? Things were 
tw'enty times on the point of coming to extremities. To finish 
with us, the Nawab coming to Hugh on the 25th demanded con- 
tributions from the two nations. The Dutch have paid him four 
lakhs and a half, and we, in spite of the general disgust of every one, 
Company’s servants and private people, soldiers and sailors, in spite 
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of our number of 300 whites, and our desire to avenge the honour 
of the European name, we have submitted to pay, it is said, three 
lakhs. One must believe that their fear for the smaller factories 
has had no little share in determining the gentlemen of the 
Council, who, their knowledge being greater than that of us young 
people, are better qualified to judge of the advantages and disad- 
\antages of resistance. In regard to the factor>^ I do not think 
there was the least fear, and it was easy to see by the ardour shown 
hy every one how safe it was, but it is not the less true that, not to 
s])cak of the smaller [up-country] factories, it would not have been 
iMsy to defend the Settlement [i.e. the town of Chanderiiagore] 
the destruction of which would have ruined all the merchants, &c. 
The captains of the ships which ran ashore at Rudge Budge arrived 
he re yesterday. They were followed by a number of other people 
of all classes whom the Nawab allows us to receive. He has even 
said he will send us all whom he captures, so we expect soon to 
sn those of Dacca. 

!<). Tjiinslation of a letter from the DutJi Council, Hiigli, to the 
Supreme Council, Batavia, dated Fort Gu^tavus, 5 /»()’, 175^*^ 

Hk.h and WELL-noKN SiRS, — We shall have the honour of 
‘in-\\cring your respected and honoured public general letter dated 
till' 13th April last, received by the shifts Vosmar and Voorburg, on 
tliL next occasion, leaving this matter to the chief officers in order 
tf) coinniunicate an event which was as unexpected as unfortu- 
nah for the European nations trading here. 

1 ht Nawab Aliverdi Khan having died in April of this year, and 
1*1'^ grandson Siraj-uddaula* being called to the helm of affairs, the 
English at Calcutta caused ramparts of a certain kind of stone to 
b erected. With the knowledge of the Nawah-Subah (?) or under- 
^ awab of Dacca, and without paying any attention to the prohibi- 
tions and notices issued by the young Prince concerning these 
ni itters, they gave protection to one Kissendas, who thought he 
<-<)uld escape from the Nawab. 

His Excellency, being thus defied, occupied the English fort of 
Cossimbazar not before the beginning of June. This being sur- 
rendered by the Chief and his Council without any fighting or 

^ State Archives, the Hague. 
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resistance His Excellency, taking our English friends of Cossim- 
bazar as prisoners with him, marched by forced marches straight 
on Calcutta, at the head of an army of 6o or 70 thousand men. 
The whole world thought and expected that he would have 
knocked his head against such a strong place, but time has shewn 
that the English defended themselves for three days only. A 
part of them fled in their ships down the river, and the rest, who 
did not perish by the sword, have fallen into the Nawab’s hands, 
and are bound in irons. There now is that beautiful place, whose 
blooming and flourishing condition caused every one to admire it, 
and from which the English Company drew a great and princely 
income. The fort and all the other costly buildings have been 
pulled down, the shops erected before this disaster have been 
plundered, and the timber \\harfs destroyed, the place re-named 
Alinagar, and put under the government of a Faujdar. The 
officers of the u])-C()untr\ faclone". aie aKo prisoners in conse- 
quence of the self-willed beha\ioui which is j^eculicir to this nation. 

Had it even remained at this, which God pie\ent, we should 
have had to share in the* tiouble w'hich thi‘ abo\e-mentioncd 
nation had drawn upon its owm neck, b(‘cause, having been 
repeated!} wTittc'n tc’j by the Prince for assistance in soldiers, 
ammunition and boats, lu' on oui absolute refusal, immediate!} 
after the taking of Calcutta, surrounded us wath immensely 
superior forces, and demanded a contribution of 20 lakhs 01 
2,000,000 rup<‘es, a claim which we could not satisfy and w^ould 
sooner have' trusted ourscl\c‘s to die lighting. In the meantime 
Heaven shewed us a wa} out of the difficulty so that we, by the 
expenditure of certain money, brought influence to bear upon that 
mad Prince, so as to incline him in our favour. By this means 
we obtained a modification to one fifth of the w'hole, or four lakhs 
of rupees. Having gained ground thus far we imagined that some 
more might be abated, or that in the matter of the^ nazaram, wdiich 
one is ordinarily^Dliged to pay to all new \'iceroys, w'e might get 
off wdth about half a lakh instead of one or two lakhs^ but the 
Prince, seeing our seciet joy and flattering himself that he had a 
right to chastise us, commanded the people wdth him to forcibly 
take away our artillery and trample our flag under foot. Now' 
there was no further time for delay, we must either pay or take 
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the consequences. On the one hand it was hard that the Com- 
pany should have to pay such an immense sum of money, which, 
including that spent upon the cost of intercession and some bribes 
spent upon persuading the Nawab and his army to retire from 
Calcutta, was to be estimated at 400,000 rupees, and on the other 
hind there was no chance m the world to hold out against the 
immense force of the Nawab, who was pro\ided with a consider- 
iblc foKc of artillcr} and a good European constabulary^ (stc), 
nor was it possible in the present diffi'^ulty to flee on our ships. 
(Ihe fugitue English were still struggling to < \ist in the neigh- 
bourhood of Fulta, not without danger of once ag uii falling into 
the hands of the Moors ) Uthough, b\ God’s blessing, our 
unpirdonable stnpidit} might possibly ha\( been made good, 
still it apiieared an inconsiderate braverv to risk our lues, our 
libeit}, the leputation of our nationality and our colony, by 
b Idiiiw, (Mit foi I di\ or two, or possihK k'^s considering tht 
wt. iKiiesb of our fort ind the bid condition of our iitillery as 
( ini)iHd\Mtb th it of th( English C onsc (jULiuK , n lens t lens 
decided t) concede the dc^m inds of the N iw ib tht cvtoited 
m nL\ being Ld\antcd b\ the of 1 ettnsjent on a bond of 

1 pci c Lilt })( 1 month 1 hereupon the hist in 1 second undersigned 
" It I eeiMcl It 111 Duhu in a\er\ friendly \\ i\ indwuepre- 
stntedwilh robes of honour and a h( id dress set with precious 
tines, together with an elephant and a horse, ind were verbally 
I uud h\ His i.xctlleiicv tint he would see t) the necessary 
/ / mas foi the conhrmation of the Compiny s piujleges on his 
Lii \ il il Murshidahad 

hesKles the above mentioned damage the C ompanv apparently 
till St inds to siiffei a furthi r loss of from 25 to 26 thousand rupees 
til lou h the D Ecca is DicciJ mci chant Saktirim, who had been 
i servint of the English and according to ill appearances, was 
1 Jiid of them , so that the mibfortune of the English is in reality 
1 be deplored, for although the English Company has for the 
piesent been deprived of a great shaie e^f commerce, still the 
<->Ppositc would be desirable for us, seeing that as far as they are 
concerned the passage from here to the sea is usually kept open, 
'\hcreas now our ships will always be held up at Calcutta and 

* 1 robabl} the French deserters or mercenaries who served lum as artillerymen 
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Muckwa Tana, which the Moors have since strongly fortified, and 
will be prevented from departing punctually, without calculating 
the evil consequences which we shall have to sustain if the English 
make reprisals upon the Nawab and force us to attack him upon 
the water. The French have had to pay a contribution propor- 
tionate to ours, to the amount of 3 lakhs of rupees besides another 
half lakh for mediation money. One does not yet know whether 
the other nations will get out of this difficulty now without tearing 
their clothes, but it is known that the Empdeners had about two 
and a half lakhs of rupees outstanding amongst the English, and 
that to all appearances they will never see a doit of this money 
again, so that this Company may very possibly be ruined, especially 
if any disasters take place, such as, alas ! are hitting our Company 
more than too frequently, seeing that in the beginning of this 
month the ship Voorbtirg, whilst sailing up the Ganges, got 
aground on the shallow of the so-called Jannegat [John's or 
Jack's Hole] and w'as lost with all its cargo except the silver, 
which according to custom had been carried in the sloop. 
Possibly we might have been able to save a considerable quantity 
of the cargo if w'e had been able to get there in time, but we could 
do nothing towards this ow'ing to the passage being closed by the 
departure of the Nawab three days ago.^ 

The English as w^ell as the Nawab have sought our alliance, 
and on our persevering in an absolute neutrality, the English 
Council has protested against us in the name of His Britannic 
Majesty, as your Excellencies wall come to see by the letters to be 
despatched by the first ship next September. 

For the rest we request your Excellencies to kindly take into 
favourable consideration the above written statement, and to 
confirm the measures we have determined upon with the usual 
honoured approbation. 

Meanwhile we remain, &c. &c., A. Bisdom, &c. &c. 

41. Letter from ilftssrs. Watts and Collet to Council^ Fort Saint George, 
dated Chandernagore, 6 July, 1756. 

Honourable Sir and Sirs, — Enclosed comes duplicate of our 
letter of the 3rd instant since which we are informed that the 

^ • That is. they could not get permission from him to pass Calcutta and Muckwa 
Tana forts quickly enough. 
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Dacca factory was surrounded and the gentlemen obliged to 
surrender, that the French Chief has received them into their 
factory till he has the Nabob’s order concerning them, that 
Mr. Amyatt has made his escape from Luckipore with effects of 
the Company’s to the amount of about 60,000 rupees, Mr. Boddam 
from Ballasore likewise with about 5 or 6,000 rupees. 

W’e have been obliged to borrow money of the 1* rench Company 
toi c)ijr subsistence as we have lost everything had in Bengali, 
uz., Mr. Watts 2,000 for him and his family and Mr. Collet 
300 rupees, for which we have given receipts. As these notes will 
be tendered to your Honour 6:c. from Pondicherry for payment, 
we beg the favour of your Honour &c. to honour them, and in 
case the Company do not think proper to make us any allowance 
we shall with pleasure repay the sum advanced. Enclosed is a 
list of what gentlemen are on board of the English ships in the 
lucr. 

We are, &c., &c., W. Watts, M. Collet. 

42. Letter from Council at Fulta to Messrs. 11 atts and Collet* Dated 
on board the Ship ‘ Doddaley ’ off luilta, 6 /w/y, 175^* 

Gentlemen, — We congratulate your safety at Chandernagore. 
In our situation we are to expect from you vvho have been so long in 
the Nabob’s camp the most certain account you are able to transmit 
us of the Nabob’s determination respecting the English Company, 
and w hat effect you imagine an application to his principal ministers 
and great men would have in our favour, for which purpose we should 
he glad \ou would let us know who would be the properest persons 
to address to. We are advised that Monickchund, Roy Doolob, 
Golam Hassein Cawn and Coja Wazeed are those who have the 
greatest influence, and in consequence of that information \ye 
forward you enclosed letters for those officers, and desire you will 
<^ndeavour to have an exact translate of them made into the 
Persian language and get them delivered with the original. If 
} ou think it would be proper to apply to any other Durbar officers 
upon this occasion, we request you will point out the persons, or 
(if you judge it will answer the end) we should be glad you would 
address them yourselves in behalf of our Honourable EmjJloyers 
to interest them in our favours. In hopes of opening a correspon- 
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dence with the Government, we have absolutely forbid any hostili- 
ties being committed on any Moors’ ships or vessels which may 
arrive in the river, or giving any offence to the country people 
round about us, by which pacifick measures on our side, we hope 
for a favourable turn of affairs. 

We are, (S.C., (^c., Rogi r Drakb, Jlnior, C. Manningham, 
W. Frankland, W. Mackftt, P Amvait, T. Bodd\m. 

43. Lettc} from Mes^^s II and ( olkt to Connelly Fort 
Saint Geo)^Cy dated C hander nai^orc, 7 July, 175b. 

Honourai 1 L Sir and Sirs, — Since our last we have received 
a letter from the gentlemen on board of the ships at hulta, cop\ 
of which we inclost as also cop\ of i ktter the} desire to be tians- 
lated into Pei sun and sent to the several gieat men about the 
Nabob foi piiniu^ion to leistiblish the Settlement. 

We must be leive to observe to }oui Honour Ac. that wi 
wrote^ to the Governoui anel Council of Calcutta v\ hen wc wert 
at Houghle} (which was the fust opportunit} we had) that if thc\ 
would send a pro[)cr peison or imjxn\ei us we flattered ourselvC'' 
that we should be able even then to accommodate matters for i 
sum of rnone} We aie not eeitain l;ut are informed that that 
letter was received and an answei wrote importing that after the 
affront the Nabob had given of sealing up the Companv’s effects 
and confining their servants at Cossimbuzar the} could not think 
of coming to anv terms of accommodation. We aie informed 
likewise b} Cossenaut one of the C()mpan}’s banyans^ that Ommi- 
chund and some of the principal merchants offered to contribute 
considerabl} towards making up aff iirs. Coja W^azeed, the 
greatest merchant m Bengali, who resides at Houghley and has 
great influence with the Nabob, his duan told us that he went 
four times to Cak utta in order to persuade the gentlemen to 
make up matter^vith the Nabob but was threatened to be iH 
used if he came a^in on the same errand. 

We shall do all in our power to get permission to reestablish 
the Settlement but are without any hopes of obtaining it during 
the life of the present Nabob. W^e therefore know of no other 


^ Apparently missing 


* Native brokers. 
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method but that of a military force which we hope your Honour 
( 5 lc. will be able to send sufficient to attack the Nabob even in his 
Metropolis, as we hear a peace is confirmed with France. 

1 here are 79 of our serjeants, soldiers and others m the hospital 
here who escaped from Calcutta and are provided with provisions 
ind cloaths by the French Governour and Council, who have been 
Lxlrcmcl} humane to us all and now mantain b\ chantj near 
^,000 pool Portup^ucse men, women and childlcn who were 
mil il)it ints of Calcutta. 

We are, (ic , 6 lC W Waits, M Coi let. 

44 I cit€7 fioiJi Council at 1 iilta to Coja H aji^ nd otJui 
nahoL peis nuif^cs 

Sii , -Reiving; on }Our favour and friendship fir the English 
nition, wc take the libert\ of addicssing this letter to }ou and 
mtu It the honjur of >our aid ind issist incc in our present 
tuation \\ e hope by >our means to Ih mfoimed in wh it manner 
w( nii\ iddresb the N ibob for his permission to reestablish our 
'settlement at Calcutta * 

To whom can wc apply in oui present circumst inces but to 
th( s from whom we have received man} marks of favour and 
pi Jtection ind on whom we still d( pend 

Hiving no Munscc^ with us, we are obliged to address \ou in 
English, and hope, Sir, }ou will for that reason excuse an\ defect in 
ni stile or omission of the due forms of respect What can we 
more ^ but that we hope much fiom }our aid and favourable 
Tf ‘dentation of the English to the Nabob. 

We are (S,c , (S.c , Roger Drvki, Jumok, Chvkies Max- 
mnghxm, William Fkankland, William Mackett, P Amyatt, 
Ihomxs Boddam. 

45 Translation of a letter from M Vernct to M. La lour, 
dated 7 July , 1756 - 

The Nawab in accordance with our letter of the loth ultimo 
hav.ng left for Calcutta and arrived there on the evening of 
the 15th, has met with the same success as here ; for after a 

^ Teacher or interpreter 


> Vemet Paper®, the Hague 
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5 days’ investment he took the same, but, according to the 
testimony of everyone, not by his tactful management or bravery, 
but rather owing to the ill-behaviour of Governor Drake, who 
taking a good 200 picked soldiers with him, left the fort, on 
pretext of attacking the enemy, but far from doing so, he embarked 
w’ith those men, accompanied by the Commandants^ Messrs. 
Manningham and Frankland, after putting considerable treasure 
and all the women on board a few days before, and dropped down 
the river, leaving to the fury of the Nawab a number of bra\e 
men, among whom, w^hen the fort was taken, a great carnage was 
wrought, but soon after put a stop to by the Prince. 

Since your Honour’s letters of the i6th of May we have received 
no further news from your Honour, of w hich w'e have thought it 
advisable to inform you, that you may be guided accordingly.^ 

For the rest w’c remain w'ith kind greetings. 

46, Letter from Messrs. Watts and Collet to Coiuuil at Fidta, 
daiid Chandernagore, 8 July, 1756. 

Honour \I3LE Sir and Sirs, — We have received your favour of 
the 6th instant from on board the Daddalay off Fultah and are 
obliged to you for your congratulations for our safety. As w'e 
were prisoners all the time of our stay in the camp, it was little 
we could learn of the Nabob’s intentions concerning the English, 
only we heard from all quarters that he was greatly irritated 
against your Honour Uc. particularly the Governour, against 
whom since the taking of the place his expressions have been very 
harsh, and he has threatened both French and Dutch with extir- 
pation if they assist you wuth any provisions. Therefore we are 
without any hopes that an application to the great men will have 
any effect at present, though had your Honour tx.c. thought proper 
to treat before the Nabob reached Calcutta we are pretty certain 
a sum of moneys Quid have made all easy, prevented the loss of 
the Settlement aM the ruin of many thousands, and we wrote to 

^ Should be * by the Commandant, Captain Minchin and Messrs Manningham 
and Frankland ' The two latter gentlemen were Colonel and Lieutenant-Colonel ot 
the Militia 

s* Apparently refers to the uncertainty of the messengers passing safely between 
the European factories, which is more openly mentioned in other letters. 
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your Honour &c. to that purpose when we were off Houghley, the 
only opportunity we had while in the camp, and are informed the 
letter came to hand: and a proof that the Nabob’s intent was to 
accommodate matters, was that he touched none of the Company’s 
effects at Cossimbuzar except the warlike stores. Should the Nabob 
think fit to permit the English to return and resettle we are afraid 
it would be not only with the loss of all their priviledges but on such 
shameful terms that Englishmen we hope will never consent to. 
And \vc likewise think that after your Honour and the majority of 
you had quitted Fort William, which still held out, your power 
as a Governour and Councill from that moment ceas ed and we are 
of opinion that you have no authority to indemnif\ us for acting 
by \ our orders in case your future measures should not be approved 
of by our Honourable Masters. For the above reasons we have 
declined delivering the letters you sent us. 

We hope you will on serious consideration excuse us for being 
So cautious in an affair of such consequence. 

We are, &c., &c., W. Watts, M. Collet. 

47. Extract from a letter from Mr. Sykes ^ dated Cossimbuzar y 
8 Julyy 1756. 

This morning Mr. Holwell, Court, Walcott and one Burnet,^ 
a writer, passed by in their way to Muxadavad prisoners and in 
irons. Holwell wrote Mr. Law, the Chief of the French factory, 
for a little bread and butter and other necessaries as they had had 
only rice and water ever since they left Calcutta which is upwards 
of 15 days. They were in an open boat exposed to all weathers. 
HoKvell wrote us the following account. 

On the i8th ultimo Messrs. Manningham and Frankland deserted 
the fort, the next morning the President, Commandant, Adjutant 
Coneral, and Mackett likewise left the fort and got on board 
^ ship and immediately weighed and left the remainder of the 
garrison not one boat or sloop by which they could escape. By 
the above desertions the government devolved to Holwell when 
he and the remainder of the garrison defended themselves gallantly. 
The 2oth and 21st they fought all day and night when the Captain 
of the Train informed them they had not powder or ball that 

* Mr. Burdett, 
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would sene a da> longer, upon which a flag of truce was hung out. 
During the time they were parling the back gate was betrayed by 
some Dutch soldiers to the Nabob so that then they could do 
nothing but surrender themselves prisoners at discretion During 
these two days warm fighting there were about 25 killed and 
70 wounded of the best men. As soon as the Nabob arrived in 
the fort he found with covenanted servants, soldieis and officers 
to the number of 160 who were put into a place called the Black 
Hole and j imed so close that out of 160 put m dive the next 
morning no was brought out dead for want of air Jenks Revelej^, 
Law, L^res, Bailie, Cooke C iptain Buchanan, Sc tt ind all our 
other military officers and Co\enanted scr\ants dead 1 he writers 
and officers btha\ed bruel} A prodigious number of Moors are 
killed \\\ the ni^ht our jioor gentlemen were in tht Black Hole 
the N ibob s people ke])t firing at them through the door 

1 his is the purport of Holwell s letter I hope we sh ill all soon 
get clear off 

48 I etio sent Mf K ^c7 Di ile, iftci the I s'? of Calcntti in answer 
to one Silt M} J hn 1 Chef cf the Prussiin Fatioiy^ 
wJurctn It ; jul tti t It informed f the sentiments of the 
diffcicnt \ itionSf in ic^ard U Jus and his C imcil s conduct 
diiruK^ his ^(lonmtnt Dated I Hotel des PiusseSj 10 July, 

175^ 

Honoli AiiLt SiK — In compli ince to \our request I shall now 
gi\e }OU an account of the prevailing opinions, regarding the late 
disaster of Calcutta, and pre\iousI} thereto, beg, and insist, that 
the narrative herein collected as an epitome of fluctuating senti- 
ments and ide is of Luropeans end countrv people, without the least 
aim of mine to refit ct on, or reproach any person whatsoever 
First I shall begin with the N ibob, tis reported that he declares 
}OU used his per9hna, and bearer thereof, with the utmost con- 
tempt, when he demanded Kissendasseat , for which, from Raja- 
mull he returned from his so far advanced march against the 
Nabob of Purnea with his army, to reduce you to his commands. 
In his march toward^ Calcutta, they say, Fuckeer Toujar went or 
sent, I cannot say which, nor how many times, to exhort and 
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incline you to pacify measures, which you would neither hear nor 
accept of ; but in lieu thereof, threatned him at last if he dared to 
return again on that subject. After the Nabob had so easily and 
unexpectedly reduced Calcutta, and found you were gone, he on 
his return wrote to the Governour of Fort Saint Gf-rirge, represent- 
ing you as a person of an extraordinary turn of temper, genius and 
cliaracter, for the employment you had; as appears from the 
manner you affronted him, and the constant venal prostitution of 
\()iir diisticks to the use of the country people, which is a manliest 
d( handing of his revenues, no longer to be boie with, and forced 
him to the resentment he took, Jind now legiettcJ; but never 
t oiikl for your sake reconcile himself e\er to the return to, or settle- 
iiK nt of any English man in Bengal ; this It tier Iw showed to the 
1 rtnch and Dutch Directors, who as far as I could observe of the 
roinu r, approved of w'hat he wrote. These 1 think are the material 
oi lections and reproaches made by the Nabol), and principal 
people of the country ; what others say, can be of no consequence, 
IS the\ frequently arc misled in their opinions of the best Gover- 
nouis and best of men. ^ 

1 sliall now relate W'hat passed with the French. Male and 
f male of all degrees seemed from the conduct of affairs at 
< ossimbuzar, to exult and rail ; especially in the reduction ot 
^ d( ntta, their reproaches w^ere so keen and bitter, and their 
uiMniiations, so shameful and \ile; that in spite of the stand I 
made against them in vindication of their many ill-grounded 
‘is-.( rtions, the torrent became so strong to stem, that I was fain 
to ictire, and shut myself up in the Octagon.^ Scandal was 
*"0 life and delusions so powerful that the same opinions and 
I cpi caches w'ere found in the mouths c;f all degrees of persons. 
^011 were men without religion, decorum or decency. Your 
^uinmum bonum consisted in excessive drinking, high living, and 
no oeconomy, at the expence of others, wherefore finding your- 
"‘dves bankrupts, you had long ago schemed this base desertion of 
t alcutta, to get into your powder the money and effects of the 
country people and Armenians. To strengthen this very odd and 
unaccountable opinion, the banks of Venice and Genoa were 
already stored with a part of your creditors’ money. Cowardice, 

^ The Prussian Caictory. 
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want of measures and authority in the defence of Calcutta, 
appeared to be a better grounded topick, but against whom I 
chose to be silent. The arguments already mentioned of the 
Moors, were often interspersed, concluding the whole with an 
indelible affront and reproach brought on all Europeans by your 
late behaviour; besides the damage of being forced to pay 
350,000 rupees to the Nabob. 

My distance from the Dutch, and of course little intercourse 
with them, curtails their scene almost like unto the foregoing ; 
except that it cost them 450,000 rupees. 

Now the English enter the scene, of whom about 20 (at first) 
that escaped death, came up. All of them mostly agreed, that no 
good measures were taken ; the few places that w^ere well defended, 
were too precipitately abandoned, and without the care and dili- 
gence usual, of carrying off or spiking up the cannon, and soon 
after that, to their great surprize and concern, they found the 
principal men of the civil and military w’ere gone at, or rather 
before the town came to be attacked; on w'hich dejection of 
spirits, and a troubled mind, enthralled some of the hrst rank ; 
while disorder, tumult and mutinous proceedings, quite destitute 
of discipline prevailed among many of lesser authority and repute, 
in so much, that in three houis’ time — because firing mostly ceased, 
the enemy from the houses near the fort assailed the bastions and 
curtains with showers of small shot, that it w'as dangerous to be 
on either — tamely submitted without attempt to sally out and dis- 
lodge them. They further agree, that some of the principals who 
remained to the surrender of the fort, w^ere to have been of the 
number that deserted the day before, but were prevented by a 
good look out. The quantity of guns and ammunition w’ere- 
enough, they say, to have held out much longer ; nay they believe 
and affirm, that tw^o days more resistance would have obliged the 
Nabob and bis ayny to decamp ; if true, how dear were these tw’O 
days. 

Next appear Messrs. Watts and Collet of Cossimbuzar, after their 
release by order, from the Nabob. The arguments they have made 
use of in their own defence, are drawn up into a written narrative, 
to serve for that purpose ; and indeed from what I have heard 
them say, 1 cannot find their conduct blameworthy ; their argu- 
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merits have operated so effectually on the French and Dutch, 
that they are now silent on their conduct. Those gentlemen seem 
however to entertain and consent to the ill conducted and worse 
defended affair of Calcutta, from the beginning to the end thereof; 
but despise and reject the report of a long and general considera- 
tion to withdraw the money and effects of the mliabitants &c. of 
the })].ic(‘ : they fiirthcT disapprove of the late ill conduct of 
Mr. Diake and liis Council in the river, as if they assumed there 
a chaiactcT and an authority to which they have no right and 
preteiKt . 

Lastly Mr. Holwell with his fellow partners ol misery and afflic- 
ti(»n, fiorn the moment of their capture to that of their release, 
(anu to ('handernagore a few' days ago. He has al o drawm up a 
naiiati\(‘ of the wdiole affair, in \ indication of liis conduct, and of 
pian\ w 01 thy persons w'ho narrowdy esc.ipcd with him the late 
( it.'^tiophe of their late friends and companions. Mr. Holwell 
dcLlans to and assures me that thi previous knowledge of the 
(hsLitioi^ of otheis is an aspersion; as wull evidently appear by 
the List council of w'ar held ^^;ith the ])rincii)al men that lied; 
and says th(‘ information struck him with so much surprize, that 
it took him some time to recall presence of mind to demand a 
' oun( il of W'ar for fresh measures to be taken ; in which assembly 
^Ir. Pearkes (his superior in rank) joined with the unanimejus con- 
sent of all the other gentlemen in Council, yielding up to him the 
government of the Company’s affairs and conduct of their defence. 
He begun with ei strenuous and pithy exhortation to behav'e well, 
lor leward thereof he offered three chests of the Company’s 
tieasure to be divided among those that should signalize them- 
^’'^ves; all his promises and efforts, ev'cii -threats serv'ed little at 
that time, to keep order and discipline ; among many even some 
td rank that got drunk and would not submit to be commanded, 
riur persuaded to hght, as they ought to hav'e done against the 
enemy. The brave and obedient were fatigued with long watching 
nnd much action ; thus forlorn, he ordered a flag of truce to be 
hoisted, which had not the desired and expected effect among 
those barbarians ; it served rather to hasten their destruction, by 
giving them time and occasion to draw under the walls of the 
fort, while firing ceased. Soon after they entered the gate to the 

5 
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rivei side, while some scaled the walls, and others entered the 
east gate. All that were taken ali\e, were immediately crammed 
into the Black Hole, to the number of 146 or 150 wounded and 
unwounded of all ranks Out of tint number tlure escaped alive 
23 persons of whom Mi H( Iwell w is one who decl ires, that the 
quantitx of ammunition and wailike stores, asserted and alread} 
mentioned b\ others is fil-,e and that it w is morilh impossible 
for the b id measuris and desertion of principals, to hive held out 
one dav longei. Ihus \(u hui, is pirmiscd an ibridgment of 
the cause of the N ibob s Ksentment, ind f ill of C ilcutta Sine 
I have gone so fir with the iqiinions of others it remains that I 
should give mine wliuh is to u commend i coihtion of pirties, to 
cure the wound tint mn otherwise einkti , ind tint it ma} be 
i as\ and sifL it is nccessirv little be said fir less published, foi 
the interest of \oui li nounble Misteis iiid \ )Uistl\es 

J( HN \()IN( 

49 PyttLst f ih htc mil il i ii h f ( ih tii i tint M) ( hiil 
Manuui^liini s tn i ih ( ist Dii I (jjlulii 10 /z^/), 1756 

l.i) Till II \c i 1 \1 I i K()( 1 i Dl VKl 1 s ) 

Hom 1 1 \j 1 1 Sii I ndeist uiehiiw, tint ( hailes Mannmgham 
Lsq intends ^ to M idi iss in oidei to ujTesmt the unfor 
tunate loss r)f t ilcutt i ind thi sitintion ol the reiinining part 0 
the Colon) is tint .^entlemin ind Mr 1 rani 1 ind left the place 
before an\ retie it w is i^iecd to ind ifteiw irds lefused joinin 
)0ur Councils when sent foi contrir) to both their duty anc 
honour, we ire of opinion that either of those gentlemen are mos 
nnht to represent tr ins icti ns which ( is the\ ibsented themselves 
they must know verv little of ind therefore icquest that neithe 
the) noi anv member e f C ouned m i\ be permitted to abandoi 
the remains the Lolonv and the ( ompin\ s eitects scattere 
throughout the countrv 

We are honourable Sir, \our most obedient humble servants 

Szgwtf/ by all the Junior Sen ants and some of the principal 
habitants that uere left 
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5 ) LctUr from Council, Dacca, to Court of Directors. Dated, the 
French I actoty, Dacca, 12 July, 175G ^ 

IT iiEASF Yoik Honours, — j The pn sent meJancholly 
It 1 it on of }our affTirt, in Bengal will appe ir i ver> sufficient 
I 1 g\ f:)r our not addressing \ou in th( usu tl form Of your 
( line]] s )mL are killed, some prisoncis ind tl )se who remain 
I tired with Mr Drake we know not well whithei \oii ha\e been 
1 1 H ss l:)ng since informed of \li \ erdi Kh in ]ia\ing nimed 

s ir k ) ill D wilt his success r to Inis pr \m(^ in prejudice of 
111 luphews Ntwigcs M ihmiid Khan ind S ihid Hamud Khan, 
il f imci f wjiioh had his lesidenee it Mii\ida\ *d, the litter in 
th IV man country of which he w is N ibob I t succession of 
i I 1) ih Dowlat notwithstanding this pi feruiiee was greatly 
1 il t d his competitors w I tc rich in 1 pow rfi 1 hsth men of much 
1 \| iRiirc in life the me cstLCinc 1 of il ilitii s ^leatl} superior 

I 1 1 line h wc\cr hid adojitt d him and took t irc tc pue his way 
I tl t point ( f gnndcur to which he is now iriued In Deeember 
1 L t 11 1 \(w igcs M ihmud Kh in i few m nths iftei the N ibob 
f 11 IK a ind on the cjth of \pril \]i \cidi Kh in breathed his 
It 1 lie widow e^f New i^es foi some time in iint i ned i faint shew 
f 1 [ ositi m to the sue cession of Seir R ij ih Dowlat m favour of 
1 \ n lined Muridel D n\l it nephew t ) Sur K ij ih Dowlat, and 
vli hil been idoptcd b} hei late hush in 1 But deserted by her 
Jhircnts she was necessitited to drop it in 1 to e 1 urn tlie protcc- 
I n f Sen R ijah Dowlat it this time hrinl> est ibhsned Kis- 
n 1 IS son to Raj ibiillub who Ind 1 -in^ acted is Prime Minister 
^ Newae^es M ihmud Khan is said to hi\e retire 1 tf) Calcutta in 
^1 re h 1 1st with immense rie hes of his fither s and of the widow 
1 1 ite m istei The pr:)te tion gi inted to thi*- man and the 

^ 1 isil of delivering him up when demanded is universally believed 
^ 1 e the cause of all our misfoi tunes Lmbrage taken Out some 

new works of fortification which were carrying on at Calcutta 
lud irtful insinuations to the Nabob that the Knghshwere putting 
tlieTn->elv ts in a state to mike war upon him mi} be the pretences, 
the 23rd of Ma} the factory at Cossimbuzar was invested by 

s letter is dated 18 July but its proper date is» 12 July as may be seen 
oil Mr Drakes letter of the 17 25 January 1757 and Mr Becher s letter of the 

- ^^-Arcti, 1757 
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a body of about 500 men. From that time till the 3rd of June 
fresh forces were daily arriving, when the number is said to have 
consisted of 50,000. That day the Nabob Seir Rajah Dowdat like- 
wise arrived wdth a large body of horse, the rear of his army. 
The day following he is said to lia\e dispatched a messenger tu 
Mr. Watts to signify his desire of a conference with him. This 
w^as com j died w'lth. Mr. Watts w^as no sooner in his presence 
than he was made prisonei .iiid the messenger returned to the 
factory for Messrs. Collet and Tatson, the onl\ two gentlemen in 
Council at that time at Cossinibii/ar. He told them their pres- 
ence w'as n(‘cessai} to iindei^ign a pa})ei to which Mr. Watts had 
set his name and which w ithout theirs would not be \ahd. These 
two gentlemen likewise' waited on the Nabob. Tlu latter was 
imrnediateK made piisoneranel the formc'r sent back to the factoiv 
with orders to the otlict'r who commanded to dcluca it up to w'ho- 
ever the Nabob should appoint to take i)ossession of it with guns 
ammunition eS:c. His orders were conformed to and the Nabob 
took possession of it the 6th. This done, orders were issucei for the 
march of the army towards Calcutta. For the particulars of the 
siege of that place and Foit William we must beg lea\e to refer 
Your Honouis to some of those gentlemen who continued in the 
fort till it W'as taken. The accounts we ha\e \aiy much and aic 
difficult to reconcile. All ague in this that man\ biave men ha\e 
died miserably, w'huse h\es might ha\e been sa\L,d by the smallest 
degiee of goc;d conduct and lesolution in theii leaders. That 
Mr. Drake refused hstiiing to an\ terms of accommodation, said to 
have been proposed by the Nabob while at Hughl} to avert the 
storm which threatened the Colony, is what we can hardly credit, 
though this is confideiitly atfiimed. In a garrison so ill provided as 
it appears Fort W illiam w^as, it wmild certainly have been eligible 
to have submitted to any [conditions] for the present, and to have 
waved his resentment till a change of circumstances might enable 
him to gratify ^and to obtain such as w'ere more advantageous. 
The Nabob, in his leturn frc^ni Calcutta after marching a number of 
his men through Chandernagore and committing many irregulari- 
ties, extorted from the French the sum of 3 lacks of Rupees, and 
from the Dutch 450,000, and from the Danes 50,000. The French 
have behaved with the greatest humanity to such as have taken 
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1 fu^c it their f ictorj , and the tenor of their conduct e\ery where 
1 n this melancholly occasion has been such as to merit the 
itehil icknowl^dqrncnt of our Nation The sloop, which in our 
( n sp indcncc with Monsieur C ourtin \ our Hon uiis w ill rve, 
\L 1 l uiK mswcriblc for to prevent the ih i onsequcnci s of 
Mr \tn\ tt s sci/iri,^ her at so critic il a jur ctuie wi*h htre irqo 
iiL inf iiiRlsif irri\(.d it ( h indci n iv^orr 
Jlwisni th ^rd of M i\ is ui ipnctrdin piriqn]} wt 
1 ji lilted \ oui llonouis th it C O'.siiub ir 1 ict r)- w hrst 

H \ t d It w IS the ^th f June bef n \vt ic eivcd oi) leltt 1 from 
h 1 tkmen in ( iliutti itwasditid th ^rtt uid in iKril 
riu liiieted iis t be upon oiu ^uud is llu \ V )b had taken 

1 I it in w irks which weie ( irl\ln^^ e 1 it ikutta ind it 

i 111 It un t whit lengths his e ij ruo m ^ | i sion miqht lead 
I ini Oui situ Ltion ind the w in^ of cmbail ations lendeied a 
ni] h uiec with their ordeis of the 7th ir cciied the 12th) utterly 
rnpt 1 tic d)le f 01 our reasins full\ deduced, we beg lea^e to 

I I i ^ ur Hcnjuis to our Consultation of the 12th In these 
uid nil publiek letters both which accomp in) this addiess to Your 

II II 111 (the Consultation of th( ->rd and 5th exiepttd, 2 copies 

1 win h hiv( been sent to Calcutti but the ormnals we have 

t Ineii ible to ^et out of the ficton) wc have been sulhciently 
i h 1 t( en ible lou tojudw,( and deterniine on our conduct and 
h dl n )t enter into a further detail ^ 

Vs lour books and papers ire all m the p)ssebSion of the 
b b we cinnot with exactness inform \ou of the loss )ou have 
I I incd it 3 our factor) at Dacca If they will permit us to 
b ict i few Minutes from the books we shill shortly be able 
^ I ukt It up ind \our Hon )ur'“ ma) dep nd on h umg it by the 
I I <■ cc isioii 

\ As to ourselves we h ive lost ever) thing A consciousness of 
kuin^ to the utmost of our abilities dischir ed our duty to Your 
1 n )urs and the hopes of vour future favoui, should it appear to 
^ II we h IV e acted in such a manner as to deserve it, must for the 
I rvsent support us Your Honours will do us the justice to believe 
biat in the surrender of our factory without resistance we have 
h >t been actuated by any unmanly attachment to life. Every 

* These Consultations appear to have been lost. 
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necessary disposition our situation would admit of had been 
made, and while Fort William stood, our resolution was taken 
to defend ourselves to the last extremity. That gone, and all 
hopes of assistance cut off, it is certain we might have died, or 
by exasperating an ungenerous enemy, exposed ourselves to 
ignominy and torment, but this \\()uld in no shape have availed 
your Honours. 

5. The French Gentlemen at CharuhTnagore and Cossimbuzar 
are warmly solliciting our liberty. If we are so happy as to 
obtain it, we purpose going to Madrass in the hrst ship, where 
we shall be ready to serve Your Honours in any suitable employ- 
ment Your President and Council there may i)i;int out to us till 
your pleasure is known. 

6. Exclusive of the gentlemen who^e names appear at the foot 
of this letter there are prisoners with us here Mr. John Cartier, 
a factor of one year's standing, Mr. John Johnstone just commenc- 
ing, Assistants (?), Liiaitcmant John C'udinore and Mr. Nathaniel 
Wilson, Surgeon. Mr. William Sumner the Second at this factory 
absent at Calcutta by jiermission, and who we hear is safe having 
been ordered on board ship some* days before thc‘ place was taken. 
We advised the Cumtlenien at Madrass of this unhaj)py event as 
soon as we could colh'ct any particulars which w e thought carryed 
an appearance of truth. 

We are t^c., «S:c., RiruAKi) Hhciikk, Luke Scrakton, Thomas 
Hyndman, SamuJ',l Walij k. 


51. Letter from Council at Fiilta to Messrs. ]Vaits and Collet. 

Dated, off Fulta, 23 July, 1756. 

Gentlemen, — Your lidter of the tSth instant came to hand this 
morning, and we now protest in behalf of our Honourable Employers 
against you Willia^Watts and Mathew Collet 'fesqrs. for declining 
to obtain translation and delivery of the letters enclosed under 
your cover to Monick Chiind, Roy Doolob, Golam H ossein Cawn 
and Coja Wazeed, for all damages and wrongs which may ensue 
by the deprivation of our priviledges as contained in the royaJ 
phirmand and do now positively direct you to follow the. instruc- 
tions we gave you in our letter of the 6th instant, having been 
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acl\ ised to take that step and esteeming it ourselves as advantageous 
and foi the interest of the Honourable Company. 

\Vc arc (S:c., &c., Roger Drake, Junior, C. Manningham, 
W. I'kvnkland, W. Mackett, P. Amvatt, Thomas Boddam. 

52. Letter f]om Council at Fulta to Council, Fort Saint Geor^^e. 

Dated, off Fulta, 13 July, 1756. 

Honourable Sir ANr> Sirs, — Our utmost efforts have been 
cini)lo\cd to dispatch to you sooner the ’ntclligcnce of the capture 
ol ('alcutta by the Moors acting under orders of Souragge Dowlat, 
tlic new Nabob, which account w'c doubt not will ha\e reached 
\on ])ci()re this can possibly arrive by means cA patUinuirs from the 
s///e//s‘ or foreign nations. A narrati\e‘ of this unhappy event 
will bi‘ in our oj)inion faithfiilh rr lated to \ f)U by Mr. Charles 
Manningham, which we ha\e not time to commit at present to 
w’liting. The above gentleman we dejiute to your Honour, &c. 
<ui tin rnited East India Company’s behalf, and require from his 
ie})res(Mitati()ii that you wall support ns w'ith the whole force you 
( ui obtain on \oLir ('oast, mUitar\ an<l marine, together with a 
^uhiciiMil ijiiantity of ammunition, cannon and all other warlike 
"'tf)ies, military and marine, which may tuiable us to re-establish 
onr';el\( ^ in these pioviiues, which w'l* esteem of the most essential 
( onseijiu'nce to the East India Company and trade of India in 
‘^cneial. It is highly proper to represent to your Honour &c.. 
that the English here were established by patent from the Grand 
Mft'j^ul, under whose orders all Subahs should be dependant. But 
>our Honour, (S:c., are well acquainted that this province w'as 
overcome by Allyverde Cawm, who maintained his conquest by 
force of arms, so was it possessed by his grandson w'ho assumed 
the title of Souragge Dowdat. Wherefore further to favoui' our 
cause and just complaints for restitution and right to the priviledges 
granted us by the royal phtrmaund, we are to request you will 
without delay set forth to the Grand Mogul the enormities com- 
niittcd by the present Nabob on a nation that has always paid due 
obedience to the tenor of the phirmaund, nor infringed on its privi- 
ledges, requiring and entreating by his authority to re-establish us 
in all our rights, and that the loss sustained by the Company and 

^ Bankers ’ 
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inhabitants of the Settlement may be made good. We are at pre- 
sent endeavouring to open a correspondence with the principal 
men, whom we are informed the Nabob attends to, in hopes to 
bring on a treaty untill we can obtain succour ; and that we may 
in some measure be relieved from our present distress, being in the 
utmost want of all necessarys of life, and strict orders issued by 
the Government not to supply us with any provisions. The Dutch 
and French are also prohibited giving us any assistance. Iheir 
situation appears very precarious, and we are told the French 
have wrote for a large reinforcement from Pondicherry. Ouf 
determination is to keep the river untill we are informed of your 
Honour &c.’s, resolutions, and in case we are not able to procure 
any favour from the Government, or should be persecuted by the 
enemy, so as to be obliged to stand out to sea, we shall proceed to 
Vizagapatam. This we think proper to mention as it may be 
necessary that the ships in their way to the Hay call there for 
intelligence, which we shall lodge there, if w^e are able to procure 
any conveyances, for th(‘ ingratitude of oui immediate servants 
has been such, that wc are drove to the iKccssity of doing every 
individual office for ourselves, nor have we been able to procure a 
pattamar or a Persian wTiter, and it is with the utmost difficulty 
we have hitherto kept together a suilicient number of lascars to 
work our ships, and are daily apprehensive they wall (juit us on 
the first occasion. We have desired th(‘ gentlemen at Vizagapatam, 
to provide and hold in readiness what provisions of every kind 
they are able to procure, to be put on board the vessels coming 
down hither. We request your honour cvc., to rejirescnt a full 
state of all the occurrences to Rear Admiral Watson, the Com- 
mander-in-chief of His Majesty’s sc|uadr(m, and entreat his aid 
and ’assistance with the Pdeet which we hope may be able to pro- 
ceed hither. 

Monsieur Le Bon (who had command of one of our advanced 
batteries and defenJId the same very gallantly) accompanys 
Mr. Manningham, and will in case of accident happening to 
Mr. Mannipgham, deliver you these advices, we esteeming Monsieur 
Le Bon qualified to give you a circumstantial detail of our military 
proceedings, as also inform you of the various stores we are in 
want of. 
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\s we imagine the news of this capture will produce very bad 
const (juences in England to the Honourable Company’s affairs, if 
tht} receive it without being informed at the same time of there 
being i prospect of our lesettling in Bengali, we are to request 
\onr Honour &c , will alter }our lesolution for sending the 
D li iu to Europe, till >ou know the success of the forces you 
in i\ 1 1 iblc to issist ub with 

We Lie <S.c , cVe, Rochk Di viu , JiNioK, C Manningham, 
W 1 1 wKi AM), \\ Mackp ft, P \m\ ii I, Thomas Roddam 

5 ^ in 4cc( unt (f the c ipiun of Cakuila 1) Caf in G) tf, 
doted 13 Jill} 17^6 ^ 

Vs the sn gc of L ilcutta and 1 oit W illiam and the causes of the 
1 s of tlum, will undoubtedly be represented in v irious ways, I 
thinl in\ dul\, is well as ni\ having hid onct the honor of your 
I lUiiitiiicc ind countenance, require thit I ^i\e \ou, at least, 
tb j iiticulirs of the militm tiansactn ns , which, m^ having 
I n ip])oiiited to ict is Adjutant Gcnerxl duriiiw, the tre ubles, 
in ill s rne to do with more fceitiint> thin I c( iild, had 1 been 
ti lied at in\ particular post, as I issued out ill orders from 
th (j )vernor and saw most of them put in execution 

I must lefei \ou to i nan itne of Mr Drake s for what relates 
^ the negotiations and correspondence with the Go\ernment 
pii ce( (ling 

• lie surrender of C ossimbuzar on the 4 th June, by the Chiefs 
1 ng dccojed under man} specious pretences to visit the Nabob in 
bi ( imp bt fore that place, and, on his being made prisonei, in- 
luecd to delner it up, }ou must be informed of eie now, we hiving 
h pnt( htd pattama}s as soon as we iccined the news on the 7 th. 

We m IV justly impute all our misfortunes to the loss of that 
ili^e, as it not only supplied our enemas with artillery and 
mununition of all kinds, but flushed them with hopes of making 
cas} a conquest of our chief Settlement not near so defensible 
Its then circumstances. Cossimbuzar is an irregular square 

V \ersion of this letter published in the Inhan Antiquary for November, 1899, 
'-as taken from a copy of the original letter (dated 1 ulta on board the Galley, 

^3 Julj 1755 ) made for John Debonnaire on 22 Februar> 1774 Presumably it 
as addressed to Mr Orme or to some other gentleman at Matiras. 
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with solid bastions, each mounting lo guns mostly 9 and 6 pounders 
with a saluting battery on the curtain to the river side of 24 guns 
from 2 to 4 pounders, and their carriages, when I left the place in 
October last, in pretty good order, besides 8 cohorn mortars 
4 and 5 inches, with a store of shells and grenades. Their garrison 
consisted of 50 military under the command of Lieutenant Ellet, 
a Serjeant, corjjoral and 3 of tlu' artilh'ry and 20 good 

lascars. The rainjiarts arc overseen by Uko houses which lay within 
20 yards of the walls, but as each is commanded by 5 guns from 
the bastions, the enemy could hardly ke('}) possession of them. 

When we received the news of Cossimb\izar's being in tli(‘ 
Nabob’s possession, and of his intcaitions to inarch towards ii'. 
with the artillery and aminnnition of that jilact* and with an arnu 
of 20,000 horse and 30,000 gunmen, who had been encouragetl 
with the promise' of the imnu'iise plunder expected in Calcutta, 
it was full time to emiuin into the state of defence of a garrison, 
which had been neglected for so many years, and thc‘- managers ol 
it lulled ill so infatmiU* a s(‘('urit\, that t'very lupec' expended on 
military services was esteemed so much lost lo the Comjiany. 

By last year’s shipping there was positive orders from tin 
Company to execute a j)lan sent home by C'olonel Scot for tlu'ir 
approbation, but Ins death was thought too sufficient an excuse 
to postpone wdiat they had so little inclination to have executed. 
By a later shij,) w'c w'cre still further pressed by the Company to 
put our Settlement in the best .state of defence possible, as then 
was great appearance of a ITencli w^ar. Cajitain Jones of the 
artillery, in September last, thinking it more particularly his duty 
to represent the defenceless state the garrison was in, and the 
situation of the cannon and ammunition, gave in a representation 
to the Governor and Council of what was immediately necessary 
for the defence of the place* in case of a French \var ; such as 
making outworks, mciunting the cannon wdiich lay then useless 
for want of carriag* and putting their stores and ammunition in 
the best condition possible. The stile and form of this paper, and 
the manner of .delivering it in, it seems gave offence, and Captain 
Jones was reprimanded for his irregularity in not delivering such 
representations first to the Commanding Officer of the troops. 

^ A sailor. Almost all the artillerymen were sailors. 
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II \\(\cr, though it contained man) truths proper to be con- 
idered there was no further notice taken of its contents, nor no 
rthrs for an^ militar) preparations trusting in the same 

1 ind fortune th it had for so inan\ \eirs defended them in peace 
lid s( ( u]it\ though even at this time, we were la\h insulted by 
11 t iiu e ncioachments and imp( sitions h) the ( )untr> Govein- 
ni lit and though it hid b(cn strongK it conimt.nded Iw the 
Dll t is, to keep e ur ginison it C ossimbu/ar n i proper state 
f define I is troubles were liki 1\ to i nsue n tli df ith if the 
\ il 1 who w IS lh( n \cr\ old ind eould not li ( lon^ so negligent 
w we s to disiegird tin precautu n inel even titer hi death, 
li 111 ni] etitors wei t conte nding f i tlu (iO\ernT it w thought 
II el\i so lit’e eonceriKel in th( conse pi n (s ib it no iddition 
1 n is men noi inimumti m was made t tli( usu il earnson 

f t siTiibi 11 noi iii\ d mind fi m tl ni e f i it 
Gn tl e r ceipt of thi letters b\ thi Dila u i fi w weeks pre- 
hi g c iir tioubles there w is rdeis ^i\rn t repiir the old Line 
1 f r ihe fe rt t( theioei side, indpiepiiee iriii^^isfoi 50 pieces 
f (1111 in mil is poundors (wliieh hid hen unregarded at 
tlu wh ut1 for thiee veiis pist) in ordei to h i\e them mounted on 
tils I me, igainst in ittack b) w iter I h( earn iges on the 
It tl ns were it the same time ordered to be repined, but so 
blit i\ w IS the execution of these orders and so litle was it 
tb 11 ht nccessir) to hive them forwarded with m) expedition, 
tb when wi received the news of the loss of t ossimbuzar the 
tb inst lilt tint it could be onh siid thev were begun, and but 
' n few ff the carriiges jiatched for the guns on the ramparts, 
ui 1 besides the two held pieces we had from Madarass, not 
'll! )thci piece of ordin ince, fit t'l be drawn out of the fort. 

On receiving the uncxjiected news of the loss of a place, 
thought c ipable to stand out against ln^ numbers of a 
untr) enemv while the) had provisions, and with such artillery 
md stores as the) generally use. It was thought pioper to join 
tbe militai) captains and Lngineer to the Council in order to 
form a Council of w ar , they were afterw ards desired to retire to 
consider of the properest methods for the defence of the inhabitants 
'ind Town of Calcutta in case of an irruption of the Moors. 
Accordingly we gave it as our oppinions, that batterys should be 
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erected in all the roads leading to the fort at such distances as 
could be anywise defensible with the small number of troops we 
had; that the inhabitants should be immediately formed into a 
body of militia ; all the carpenters and smiths in the place taken 
into the Fort to prepare carriages; the ammunition and stores put 
in the best order, and lascars and cooleys taken into pay for the 
use of the cannon and other works to be done, and likewise what 
sepoyii and peons could be got to be formed into a body under the 
command of some European. It may be ju'^tly asked why we did 
not propose, the only method that as I thought then, and now do, 
could give us the least chance of defending the place, in cas(* of a 
vigorous attack, the demolition of all the houses adjacent to the 
fort and surrounding it with a ditch and glacee ; but so litle 
credit W'as then given, and even to the \ery last day, that the 
Nabob would \enture to attack us, or offer to force our lines, that 
it occasioned a generall grumbling and discontent to leave any of 
the European houses without them. Nay, the generallity w’anted 
even to include' evcTy brick house in the place, Portuguese and 
Armenian, and thought it haid that any inhabitant should be 
deprived of protection against such an enemy. And should it be 
proposed by any person to demolish so many houses as w'ould be 
necessary to make the fort defensible, his oppinion w’ould have 
been thought pusilanimous and ridiculous, had there been 
sufficient time to execute such a w'ork as there was not, nor 
would it be possible to destroy half the number in triple the time, 
especially as we had not pow'der sufficient to blow them up. 

From the 7th to the 16th (wlien the Nabob’s advanced guard 
attacked our redoubt at Perrin’s Gardens) all precautions were 
taken to forward every work that was thought necessary to be done. 
The militia was formed without loss of time, Mr. Manningham 
appointed Collonel, PTankland, Lieutenant-Collonel, and Messrs. 
Holwell, Macket and Mapletoft captains ; and subalterns for 
3 companys. Our bffterys w'ere finished and our troops disposed 
of as you see them in the plan w'hich since my coming on board I 
have endeavoured to sketch out from memory, to give you a better 
idea of our situation. The Militia w'ere constantly disciplined 
morning and evening and the utmost spirit and resolution shewn 
by every person concerned to prepare everything for the reception 
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of an enemy from whom they expected no quarter. Our stores 
and .immunition were in the utmost bad order when we begun 
oiir preparations, no cartridges of any kind ready: the small 
quantity of grape in store had lyen by so long, that it was 
di.'stroyed by the worms ; no shells filled nor fuses prepared for 
small or great. The few that were thrown at the siege burst half 
wa\. There was 2 iron mortars, one of 13, and tiH' (other) of 10 
iiv Ik'S sent out about j years ago. The 10 inch mortar, we had 
liist linislietl the bed for it, but the 13 inch one la\ by useless for 
want of on(‘ : though thtTo w'as upwards of 30 > sh( 11s sent out for 
,dl th.it could be pie])aredwas not abo\t 20 ..r d such as W'as 
thiown of them burst, some after cjuitting th(‘ rnoTt-*r and others 
hih way. We had but a small quantity of powder, and the 
cnalest part (T that damp. But yc^u will bt surprisc'd to hear, 
that then was nothing known of this bad st.ite of our stores and 
ammunition till the night before the Governor’s retreat. There 
ned unfortunately, a misunderstanding to subsist between the 
^ oinmandant and Captain Witherington w'ho commanded the 
Tiain, which prc'vented Captayi Minchin’s having the Returns he 
ought of the stores and ammunition ; at least the latter did nc;t exert 
himself properly in his command, which I imagine w'as owing to 
ihi (h)vernor’s giving too ready an ear to Witherington’s com- 
[)laints of Minchin, he happening at the same time to be but upon 
indiitcTcnt terms with the Governor. These animositys amongst 
the ])ersons wdio had the whole command and charge of the garrison 
in their hands did not contribute a litle to our misfortunes. Upon 
in\ being appointed Adjutant General I wTote down dayly what 
orders I thought might be necessary, and shewed them to the 
tjovernor for his approbation ; They were afterw^ards issued out to 
the Adjutants of the military and militia, and by them carried to 
the commanding officer of each corps. Colonel Manningham, 
lieutenant Colonel Frankland and Commandant Minchin for the 
more regular detail of duty w^ere appointed Field Officers, to mount 
at the outworks dayly by rotation, I think amongst the first orders 
given on the news of the Nabob’s approach, Captain Witherington 
was ordered to give in immediately a particular Return of the 
guns, ammunition and stores fit for service, as likewise of his 
company, volunteers entered, such as sea captains and Portu- 
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guese helmsmen and lascars, and everything else relating to the 
artillery But the whole was never comply ed with and only i 
return of the guns and ammunition given the night before the 
Go\ernor retreited, being the i8th I pressed dayh to the 
Governor the ncci.sbity theie w is of having his orders obe^ed 
and was sorry to receive no other answci th in th it \\ ithenngton 
was a strange unaccount ible man, and th it he did not know what 
to do with him C iptun Mmchin ])rcsscd likewise to have his 
orders compKcd with m this nspeet, but in \ im 1 rom whit 
motive or p iiti ility to the min I cinnit without that his 

making i bustle ind const int nc isc, lecc mm nded him as i \er} 
active man who could nc t be snpplvtd was lu suspended 1 often 
lepeated to the (iONLinc 1 the bid conse luenec tint would ensue 
from trusting the sifetv e f the g irnson ( is it ehieflv depended on 
the St ite of our immunitiein ind stores) t the will in d manage 
ment of such i min witho it giving in\ leeount oi keturn of his 
proceedings 

Our mti llif^e nee if the N ibob s motions ind numbers was 
always \(ry uneertain, ind we could never be thoiowly perswaded 
that he would id\ inee igiihst our bittervs Ihe most we 
imigined was th it he w nild f im i bl ekide and cut off our 
proMsi m initill we e im to in icc niiniodation ind ec mply with 
his recpiests though I believe those dem indsweie onlv pretences 
and the ^eiierall op})inion tint prevails is, that he vn is resolved 
for some time pist to i ut the Lnghsh out of the c luntry, having 
on some account been irre eoncilably iriitited vMth us What 
gre itly contributed to h irr iss us w is our lasca)s md cocUys desert 
mg us on the Nabobs ippr)ich till it list we had not 3. cook) 
to cary a bale or sandbag on the r impaits nor a hsccir to draw oi 
work a gun, but tot illy reduced for the working of our cannon to 
about 36 men of the artillery for the bistions, out baterys and 
Labratoiv, and those vei\ badly disciplined 1 he volunteers were 
chiefly employed a^ut the stores and some of them on the bastions 

In this situation we received advice from Ensign Paccard the 
i6th in the afternoon, that the enemy were then bringing up heavy 
cannon to play upon the redoubt and sloop that lay before it for 
the defence of the ditch.^ He was immediately reinforced with an 
1 This IS the Maratha Ditch 
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iS poundtr the 2 brass fieldpieces and 40 men under the command 
1 I luutenant Bkgg, bung resolved to give them a warm reception 
n then ipproach They had got six pieces of c innon playing on 
the redoubt and sloop when the reinfoi cement ariived, but on our 

I Idpieees beginning to play thev withdrew th ir cannon, and 
il indoned that post, inclining to the southward, where the> had 

n th opposite side of the ditch got p isMssion ol a top^ of wood 

II 111 whence thrj killed one of our gentlemen volunteers nid 4 
I till inihtai} The> killed 4 I nrop ins on bi ird the sloop 

1 ef le daik the whole bodv indinid to tie smthward, and 
-,sed the diteh th it Mirroundb the 1>I lek 1 own Uie e\ti nt of it 
1 in ,,rc it, iiid p iss ihle in ill parts, that it w !-• iinpossilile to 
in Miing to interrupt them Lieiite n int 1 1 Kg bout 8 at night 
I null lid I fuither leinfc rciment to c vei hn retreat a-, he was 
1 pi luiisive of the enemas idv itieing through some of the lanes 
1 cut oft Ins c mimumc itii n C ipt im Clijton was oidered with 
1 utv to th it puipose who returned sifc with Lieutenant Blagg 
1 ) lit lo it night ind left 1 nsign Picend in possession of the 
1 1 iibt with Ins former det uh'TUif't 

\e\l morning bung the 17th, Monsieui le I.eiume (who was a 
il nch Iheei ind left C handn igeir on i point of honor) desired 
t lie peimitted to tike possession of the Goil ibout 200 yards 
iJv meed before the batter> V ind where three roads terminates 
11 1 ) the pi ICC fie was iccordin„l\ oideied with 2 small cannon, 

1 unlit ir> and militia, and 40 /levuns n gunners, he broke 
iinbiisures thiough the Goal House for the c innon, and made 
1 ip holes ill round for the mubepietrv. this day the enemy 
did not advance in sight of any of our bittervs, but the plunderers 
nnoyed the black inhabit ints greatly vvhicli we could not possibly 
blip without risquing our men to be shot it from behind hou^s 
ind walls Our peons brought in sevcrall of their people, but 
their reports were so different that we could not depend on it. 
1 liey informed us that they had all the Cossimbu/ar cannon with 
^ ime brought from Muxadavat of heavier mettall, about 25 
Luropeans and 80 Chittygong/n»gys® under the command 0 OM 
who stiled himself Le Marquis de St. Jacque, a French renegaid, 

» Tamil = grove or orchard 

- Half-caste Portuguese 
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for the management of their artillery, about 15,000 horse and 
10,000 foot, but we found afterwards this to be short of their 
numbers. From the three grand batterys as many men as could* 
be spared w'ere detached to the breastworks thrown up in the 
small lanes, and such houses as most commanded our batterys 
taken possession with serjeants and corporals’ guards. This night 
all our peons deserted us, and in sh(^rt every black fellow, who 
could make his escape, abandoned us. Upw’ards of 1,000 bearers 
left us in one night, on being oidered to carry the powder from 
the Magazeen into the Fort. And on the pluiulerers’s advancing 
into the towm, all the Poituguese famil}s crowded within our 
lines for protection to the niimbir of some thousands. 

The i8th in the morning the enemy began to make their 
appearance in all quarters of th(‘ tow'n, but did not seem as if 
they w^ould advance openly against our batlervb. And by thnr 
method of advance w'e C(nild foresee that th(*y intended to force 
their way within our lines bv taking possession of- the different 
houses one after another. Tins caused us to reinforce such houses 
as we could most annoy them from as much as possible. About 
II o’clock they brought up two pieces of cannon against the 
Goal, one of them an 18 pounder by the si/e of the ball. We ad- 
vanced an officer with 20 men and 2 held pieces to reinforce Mon- 
sieur le Beaume, but the w^alls of the Cioalhouse were so weak that 
they were hardly any defence against their cannon. However they 
kept possession of it till about 2 when Le Beaume and Ensign 
Carstairs (wffio commanded the party) being both wounded, and 
numbers of their men killed, had liberty to retire within Captain 
Clayton’s battery. The enemy instantly took possession of that 
post, and all the adjacent houses, losing no opportunity to take 
advantage of our retreat. They did not long keep possession of 
the houses on which our cannon from the batterys could bear, 
though our metal not sufficiently heavy to demolish strong 
pucka houses, as w^^aftervvards found. They poured in numbers 
into the Goal, Allsop’s, Dumbleton’s, and the houses behind that 
and Lady Russell’s ; and though our men from the tops and 
windows of the houses kept a constant fire on them as they 
advanced and our cannon from the fort and our batterys played 
on every house they could see them in possession of, and 
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endea\ cured, though with little success, to fling shells amongst 
them (which had they been properly fitted for service would have 
bten of much more use than our cannon) yet the superiority of 
their numbers under cover of the houses^ at all quarters made it 
impossible for our people to withstand sue h shower^, of small shott, 
IS tlK\ liied into the houses we had possession of. I hey first broke 
lilt ) oiii lines through Mr. Ni\on s house and hxed thmr collours (as 
IS tlun i ustom ever> meh of ground the} gam) at the corner of the 
lank. Wo were now obliged to abandon the breastwork close to 
Ml l^’iitham s and all the houses of that Square, the enemy in 
nuiltitudi s taking ])ossession of each of them, fhcr Drought some 
hei\\ pieces of c Limon tlirough the lane twi\t Mmehm's and 
Putli ini s houses and planted them at the coiner ui the Tank and 
d )or of Mr. Nixon s to pi i} upon us as wc pis ed and repassed to 
nd fi oin the hatti r}s. H iving thus lodged thernselves in all the 
liocsi s of thi Sijuaie on which onl} two t uns from the flank of the 
noiih eist bastion could bear, and that at too great a distance to 
uuKw theni much, the} had a secure footing within our lines; and 
tiinst houses (being most of thom putkaY with the multitudes that 
<*uupied them were too strong lodgements for us to pretend to 
(lis]7oss(ss them of, being at the same time attacked in some 
11 anner at eaeh of the other posts. This situation of the enemy 
^Nposed the hatter} H to have its communication cut off from the 
^ort, a^, the entin} might suriound them in the rear by advancing 
duon^h the lane that passes bv Ca])tain Grant s and between 
^ iptuns Buchanan’s and Witherington’s house ; it was therefore 
thought necessary to order Captain Buchanan to retire with hib 
<^annon to the battery D where 2 embrasures had been opened 

^ flere follows an erased passage (whirli method and bush fighting, these fellows 
too near on a par with Luropeans) soon enabled them to force one house after 
in Jthcr and oblige our people to abandon the houses they were in possession of. 
t »e first place where they broke in upon our line was at Mr Nixon s, by breaking 
wn the walls of the Compound behind exposed to the fire of a sergeant s guard 
‘ lat had possession of that house and the adjacent breastwork, and pouring m 
tlirough that into the Square at the corner ot the Tank, the sergeant seeing them 
advance m such numbers made the best of his way to Captain Buchanan’s battery 
Inhere he was detached from, and left 8 or 10 of our gentlemen volunteers who haxl 
1 ossession of Captain Minchin s house to force their way through th^ enemy where 
tivo of them were left behind and destroyed. ' 

Of masonry. 
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in expectation of such a retreat. I think it was about 4 afternoon 
when I delivered this order and I then proceeded to Captain 
Clayton’s battery at A where the} had the warmest part of tht 
attack since our retreat from the Goal at 2, by the enem} ’s keeping 
possession of all the houses round it, and though we sent an 
18 pounder (which b} that time we had got mounted on a truck 
carriage, and were obliged to hive drawen to the batter} b} the 
militia in the fort, all our lasccus and comey^ ha\ing abandoned 
us) in order to pla} upon the houses which the enem\ possessed, 
they still not only maintained their ground but ad\anced apace 
through one house to another, this occasioned Captain Holwell 
to go in person to the Governor Whethti b\ a repusentation of 
the state the} were in or at his own n quest he obt lined an order 
to abandon that batter} which hiving been of the utmost con 
sequence, ought rot to have been done but b\ a determination of 
a council of war espcriall} is there was not such numbers killed 
but it might h we been easilv maintained, at le ist till dark On 
m} arrivall at the battery I found all the guns spiked, except the 
two field pieces, with which they were then lead} to retreat I 
was not a little surprised to find things in this situ ition, and by the 
Governor’s orders, as th( } informed me I therefore requested their 
stay for a few minutes till I galloped to the fort for fuither orders 
The Governor made me answer that the post was represented to 
him as no longer tenible, and had aecoidingly oidered its being 
withdrav\en Now the guns wen spiked, there was nothing 
further to be done than to get them likewise withdraw en, as leaving 
them behind must have greatly encouraged the enemy, and con 
vinced them of the pannick that seized us, which only could occa- 
sion such a precipitate retreat. As I ve as going back to the batter} 
I found Captain Cl i} ton and his command with the 2 fieldpieces 
half way towards the fort. I prevailed upon him to return with 
me, that, if possi^ we might not undergo the ignominy of leaving 
our guns behind us in such a precipitate manner. But when 1 
ordered half the men to lay down their arms in Older to draw first 
the 18 pounder while the other half .stood with their arms for defence 
of the battery, not a man would stir or pull a rope. As nothing 
could be done I left Captain Clayton to make his retreat as regular 
as he could. I found by this time Captain Buchanan had like- 
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wise received orders to retire from the battery D, upon what 
account I know not. Captain Smith’s battery at C was also 
ordered to be abandoned as maintaining that alone could answer 
no end, which was \ery regular done, and their guns brought to 
the fort gate The next thing considered of, was a disposition 
for the defence of the fort, which was all that w left us now to 
m untain for few expected that the battery s woui 1 have been so 
siiJdtih quitted, and most people foresaw that the fall of them 
\\( iild be attended with fatall consequences, as the enemy’s getting 
I )'-^\ssion of the houses contiguous to the foit siu h as Crutten- 
d ns J \rcs, the Church and the Company’s, all of them the 
^ti st piickuy would in such i manner comman 1 the bastions 
iiinpirts that it would be impossible to stand at tht guns, 

1 (d t ) the small aims of such a multitude is would occupy 
th SL ind other houses, especialh as the pii ipets of the bastions 
n \u\ low ind the embrasures so w ide th it the> hardly afforded 
ui\ '.he lit r We had cotton bales and sandb iggs, which might 
1 1 UK ineisure suppl\ this defect, but were so abandoned by all 
’Its of labourers that we cohld not get them carried upon the 
J uu)) irts ind our militarv md militia so harrassed for want of 
1 ind refreshments, that it was impossible to get them to do 
n\ thing 1 his consider ition determined us to take possession of 
th il)ove houses and Church with the troops retired from the out 
i itiei\s W( had laid in sufficient stores of provisions, but the 
ui III irity in not appointing proper persons for this, as well as 
tint jiarticular duties (a fatall neglect to us from the beginning) 
tnd the general! desertion of the black fellows amongst whom 
'^eiL the cooks, left us to star\e in the midst of plenty. All the 
men at the outposts had no lefreshment for 24 hours, which 
ce isioned constant complaints and murmunngs all this night as 
'‘^ll from them as those in the fort. Such was the irregularity 
distress amongst them, that some had broke open godowns 
' tl liquors stood and where numbers made so free with it, that 
were rendered incapable of any duty. The detachment in 
Company’s House finding the enemy had got possession of 
^ ‘iptain Ranney’s, thought that their post on the approach of day 
"ould not be tenible, and that their communication might be 
^^t off by their being surrounded in the latie that leada to the 

6 — 2 
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waterside along the new godoumf where there was no guns to 
flank, so applied to the Governor and obtained leave to abandon 
it, in which situation it was left all night. This and our situation 
in generall left us but a bad prospect foi next morning. Half of 
our men in liquor in the fort, no suppK of provisions or water 
sent to those in the houses without, the drum beat to arm** three 
different times on allarni of the ent my s being under the walls, but 
hardly a man could be got on the ramparts the enemy’s taking 
possession of the Company’s House, as was expeeted, would ha\e 
made it impossible to stand [on| the southerly bastions and new 
godowns nor an}^ boats to st at the gaut. At a council of war 
held at & at night, Collonels Manningham and hrankland were per- 
mitted to see the Luropean ladies on boaid the ships, then before 
the fort, and afterwards to leturn, but such crowds of Portugets 
women and children filled all pirts of the foit as occasioned the 
greatest noise and confusion It was thought h ird to refuse them 
protection, as their husbands carrved arms foi the defence of the 
place, but undoubtcdl}^ it w is wiong to risque thi safety of the 
whole on such a consideration 

About one in the morning a second council of war was called, 
to consider of oui then situition, and what in ill probability we 
might expect it to be on the appioich of day, as likewise, from 
every circumstance considered, for what time we might reasonably 
expect to maintain the fort. The Captain of the Artillery was 
first asked what quantity of amunition we had then in store (you 
must observe the Governor never procured a return of it) and for 
what time he thought it would last according to the expences of 
the da} past. His answer was, that at the same rate, it would 
not be sufficient for abov e three da} s, and ev en a part of that, he 
was affraid was damp. This of itself, but added to the other 
circumstances still more, made it the unanimous oppmion that a 
retreat on boar^the ships must be determined on in that tune, 
should no circumstances intervene to make it sooner necessary; as 
nothing but the utmost barbarity was expected from our enemy m 
case of surrender, as by fatall experience we have found to be the 
case, with such as fell into his hands. The majority were of 
opinion that as guch a retreat was already fixed on, the delay of it 
even untill next morning could be attended with no sort of advan- 
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tige but might on the contrary produce such consequences as 
would cither make it impracticable, or attended with the greatest 
ns(]uc and precipitation For instance, did the enemy get pos- 
s( ssion of the houses we then occupied and the Company s, there 
was but little to prevent their forcing opp>t n the two b irriers that 
had to th( fort fiom the Compan\ s House aiid Cruttenden’s , 
ind fr )m those two houses they might keep sw h a fire on the 
^lut and wharff, as would make it impossible for a boat to lye 
theic , either of which would have effectually prevented our retreat. 
r>\ miking our retreat that night, though late, having a sufficient 
numhir of bo its then at the we might, at leist, havt earryed 
■jd ill the ( ompanv s treasure, and secured eveiv European safe 
II hoaid before da\ light. This opinion Mr Holwell in particular 
m Lint mud very strenuousl} , and sever il other gentlemen. It was 
pr posed l)v others to send Omychaund to treat with the Nabob, 
but he absolutely refused to go, and it was then proposed to write to 
liini, hut our Persian writer with every black fellow deserting us 
m idt ihit impossible In this state of irresolution attended v ith 
^,rtat confusion did we rcm’tim, without fixing on any settled 
bcherne, till near daylight, then adjourning to wait what the 
morning might produce, in hopes of making our retreat the next 
ni^ht 1 or no person after the report of our ammunition and 
h uing the situation v\e were in stated, had any further thoughts 
of defending the place, longer than untill with am regularity and 
'>dttv v\(. could accomplish our retieat on board the ships. By 
bre ik of day, finding the enemy had neglected in the night to take 
p ^ssession of the Company’s House and J nsign Paccard (who 
b id been ordered from Perrin's) hav ing offered to maintain it with 
-o military, his proposall was readily agreed to. The other out- 
post had been but little disturbed in the night, the enemy having 
^ itisfied themselves with setting some houses on fire, and taking 
possession of those from which they thought they could annoy us 
m the day, such as Captain Rannie’s, Messrs. Watts s, Tooks s 
md Omichaund’s to the east of Evres’s and all the houses from 
^Ir. Eyres’s to Mr. Griffith’s, likewise the hospitall, Captain 
f layton’s and Captain Wedderburn’s to the southward, and had 
brought some cannon to the gate of Mr. Bellamy’s Compound, as 
'veil as behind the battery A which we abandoned, and in -the 
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Compound of the Playhou'se From all these different places the\ 
kept a constant fire on the houses ^\e occupied, as well as upon 
the ramparts About 9 o’clock Lieutenant Bishop who commanded 
m Mr Eyres House desired lea\e to retire being no longer able 
to support himself against the fire of some thousands from the 
houses to the eastward and northward of him He was ordered 
if possible to maintain his post till e\ening, but the fire thickeninc: 
and numbers of his men killed and wounded he was permitted to 
make his retre it About the same time F nsign Paccard w is 
brought in wounded and the enem\ hid filled the Compound of 
the Companv s House Ci].tain Clacton fjund himself \er> 
warmly attacked in the Church from the c innon pi inted behind 
our batter} and in the PI i} house Con pound, and the small arms 
from the houses He had sc\erill of his men kille i with the 
cannon shott wh ch e ime throii^^h the Church 1 he outposts 
were then all oideied to be withdi iwen Mlssis Manningham 
and Frinkland were n t returned fi ^m r n board the ships though 
the Governoi illedges tint he e nt f r them 1 he ship Dcdly 
where they were, on board dro| t d wn below the fort winch the 
other ships and sloops sceiii^ the} fc bowed This with the con 
fusion in the fort oeeasiotud numbers of the ^^entlemen to sei/e 
on such boats is the} couli [Li hold cf to pr \ide for their own 
safet}, and b} this time more thin half of the officers of the 
militia wen on bond the ships \\ e fired on the enem} where\er 
the} appeared from ill the guns on the fort and must ha\e done 
terrible execution amongst them but did not much contribute to 
slacken their fire Betwixt 10 and ii wc were illarmed on the 
ramparts b} a report th it the cnem} were foreing their way at the 
barrier that leads from the Comp in} s House to the wharff But 
when I came down I found it to be false, they were not then 
advanced so far On my return to the back gate, I observed the 
Governor standin^|^n the stairhead of the gaut I came up to him 
to know if he had an} commands, but found him onl\ beckoning 
to his servant who stood in a ponsay a litle above the gaut. I saw 
numbers of boats setting off from different places with Europ)eans 
in them The Go\ernor just took time to mention the bad conse 
quences of the ships droping down, that it discouraged everybody, 
and seeing the boats sett off, and not another then at the geiuit 
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except a budgerow where Mr. Macket and Captain Mmchin were 
'iboard of, called to me, that he found evtry one were pro- 
viding for their own security , and without guing me time to 
make answer run up along shore to the ponsay where his servant 
was aboard I first thought he only wanted to speak to him to 
s cuiL the boat, but seeing him step in in somewhat of a huir}, 
I f llowcd ind before I came into the boat desin d to know what 
ht w i lb lit On his making answer that he wis going iboard 
th shij s I eiinestl} entreated he wouM hrst acquiint the ganson 
f his lesion He represented the impossibihtv of making a regular 
letieit on min} iceounts That and the shij)s dr ping d wn dis- 
11 ir ed eveivbodv ill the boats being earned df, the enemy 
1 in^. in possession of the Compan} s and Mr < ruftenden s houses 
will h w( aid prevent any s coming to the <^ant and the crowds of 
I itugeese women that crowded it the to force themselves 
1 t iny bjits they could li} hold of ind said that he supposed 
vh n the} saw him retreat such is could possibly find boats would 
t 11 )\\ Looking behind, I perceived Mr Macket and Captain 
Minchin setting off in then: bui^cic l and the stairs full of 
J uropcans pressing to do the same I coiicluued the retreat to 
be gener ill, ind th it ever} one who could la} hold of a conveyance 
w uld choose to escape falling into the h inds of a merciless 
eiiiumv and so with Mr O Han thought it justifvable to follow 
till (lovernor in a state of such ippirent confusion and disorder, 
th ugh gie itly grieved to see how m in} of ni} friends and country- 
nun weie likel} to fill a sacnhcc for w int of boats as I believe 
there was not annothcr left at the glut when the Governor came 
iw 1 } We got on board the Dodly, where Messrs Manningham 
nui I rankland with most of the women were I then represented 
t the Governor the cruelty of abandoning so man} gentlemen to 
the mere} of such an enem}, and requested he would order the 
ships and sloops to move up before the fort b\ which means we 
should be able to send the boats under their cover, to bring off 
our distressed friends , but the captain of the ship representing 
the danger it would be attended with, and the impossibility of 
getting the ships back, in case they went up again before the 
^ort, the Governor thought proper not to insist upon it , and 
the ships belonging to private owners, I doubt whether such an 
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order would be complyed with, as everybody then pursued his own 
safety independent of command. We are informed, that as soon 
as the Governor retreated those that found it impossible to follow, 
shutt the fort gates, chose Mr. Holwell as Governor and resolved 
to dye upon the ramparts, in case they could get no conveyance 
that night to make their escape, rather than surrender to the 
mercy of the enemy. They endea\oured in the evening to get 
boats for that purpose, but in vain. Except a few btidgerows that 
were then with the ships, every other boat was carried aw'ay by the 
blackfellows. The ships fell down just within sight of the town. 
We could hear all the afternoon a constant [firing] of cannon and 
small arms ; and at night saw numbers of the houses in fire. The 
place was taken next day the 20th afternoon, about jo hours after 
the Governor left it, dining which time upwards of 50 Europeans 
were killed on the bastions b\ the enemy’s small arms from Mr. 
Cruttenden’s, Eyres’s, the Church and the Company’s House. The 
firing was so hot from the top of the Church that they at last were 
obliged to abandon the easterly curtain and bastions. About 
3 afternoon they made a signal for a truce; on which our people 
desisted firing. But they treacherously made use of it to crowd 
in multitudes under the walls, and w'ith some ladders and bamboos 
scaled the easterly curtain and bastions which w'as abandoned 
under cover of their lire from the Church and other houses. 
Numbers were cut to pieces on the w'alls ; all wdio wore red coats, 
without mercy. And such as wx*re so unhappy as to be taken 
prisoners were at night put into the Black Hole, a place about 
16 foot square, to the number of near 200 Europeans, Portugeese 
and Armenians, of which many were w^ounded. They were so 
crowded one upon another in this narrow confinement that by 
the heat and suffocation not above ten (^f the number survived 
untill morning. Some of those who give us the account, say that 
they fired upon tl^m all night with small arm's through the doors 
and windows, but^his is contradicted by others. Mr. Holwell is 
one of the number who survived, and is now prisoner with the 
Nabob; 30 Company’s servants and 15 officers we know to 
be dead and the Cossimbuzar and Dacca factorys prisoners. 
Captain Mincbin, [Lieutenant Keen, Muir] and myself are all the 
officers here. Lieutenant Cudmore is at [Dacca], Ensign Walcot 
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prisoner with Mr. Hoi well. These are all the officers alive, the 
rest were either killed'on the ramparts or died in the Black Hole.* 
Lieutenant Ellet who commanded at Cossimbuzar, shott himself 
after the place was delivered up. The Dutch and French have 
made up matters with the Nabob, the former for 4 and the* latter 
for 5 lacks of rupees, and he is now returned victorious to his 
c ij)ital of Muxidabad. There is about 3 or 4,000 troops in Cal- 
( utta, they keep possession of the fort; but have destroyed the 
lMct()r\ House. 

I he auiJiov of this Paper was, it appeays, aj pointed to act as 
Idjuiayil Gtncral at the sic}^e of Calcutta^ and d'^ivtcd the garrison 
aiih the Govetnor and others. Captain Minchin, Lieutenant Keen, 
Mill}, and himself were all the ojficers that utiU down with Drake to 
1 lilia. 

J. C\ S, August 10, 1829. 

// appears by another account that the A djuiani-Gcncral was Captain 
Giant, 


54 - Account of the manner of my retreat from Calcutta when 
htsu^cd by the Moois, and of the causes which induced me to 
accompany the Governor on board the ships. Captain Grant, 

On receipt of the ad\ices of the captuie of Cossimbuzar, and 
tlu* Nabob's intention to march against Calcutta, amongst other 
regulations for the defence of the place, I was appointed to act as 
Adjutant General of our troops; in which station I afterwards 
issiK'd out the daily orders from the Governor, and made such dis- 
positions as had at different times been agreed on in councils of 
How' far I have done my duty in that capacity and exerted 
myself in every other respect for the defence of the Settlement, I 
will submit It to the Governor and Councirs answ'er to my letter 
Riven in to the Board of the 20th August^ last, or the surviving 
inhabitants of Calcutta who w^ere eye witnesses of my conduct, 
^^ut as my retreat from thence is, I presume, the chief cause of 

Apparently refers to a missing letter, dated 20 August, 1756. See Letter from 
Holwell 30 November, 1756, para. 45. 
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the censure I have undergone (for want of a proper opportunity of 
acquitting myself) since that time; 1 will proceed to that par- 
ticular : only in order to give a clearer idea of it, must first beg 
leave to represent the situation the garrison was in, and the 
resolutions taken the night preceding, being that of the i8th 
June. 

Having withdrawn the batteries which defended the three prin- 
cipal avenues leading to the fort, the evening of the above day ; 
the Company’s House, Messrs. Cruttenden’s and Eyre’s, and the 
Church (all close to our walls) were taken possession of by the 
troops who retired from those batteries : and only the militia with 
30 of the military continued for the defence of the fort. Till about 
eight at night I was employed in settling those outposts ; in which 
time several resolutions had been taken in a council of war, of 
which I remained for some^ time ignorant ; such as permitting 
Messrs. Manninghain and Frankland, our two Field Officers, to 
escort the ladies on board the ships The guard settled in 
the Company’s House was soon after, on application made by 
some of the young gentlemen to the Governor ordered to be with- 
drawn, and that advantageous post left to be taken possession of 
by the enemy ; whereby they would not only have a total com- 
mand of the tw’O southerly bastions and curtain, but likewise of 
the wharf and f(aut where all our boats lay, and consequently 
have it in their power to obstruct our communication with the 
river. Continual duty and want of refreshment so harrassed 
both military and militia that before 12 at night, not a man could 
be brought on the ramparts, till dragged from the different corners 
of the fort where they had retired to rest ; and by the help of 
liquor, wffiich several of them met with, numbers were rendered 
incapable of any duty. This with constant calls from the out- 
posts for provisions and water, and none ready dressed to supply 
them, occasioned a disorder and confusion in all quarters, not easy 
to be described. this situation a council of war was called 
about one in the morning, to consider of the methods necessary 
to be pursued in such an exigency. We concluded that before 
daylight the enemy would take possession of all the houses which 
our men did not occupy and with the superiority of numbers keep 
such a fire with their musquetry on our outposts, as would oWtjge 
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them e’er long to retire into the fort, and consequently by the 
tnciny s getting possession of those houses also, which lay so close 
to our walls, we saw ourselves liable in such a case, to be com- 
manded from all quarters. The Captain of the Artillery reported 
at the same time that, at the rate of the consumption of amunition 
the preceding day, there was not remaining sufficu nt for two more. 
1 his latter circumstance occasioned a general c( nsternation, as no 
( II h id suspected any want or scarcit\ of this kind Why those, 
whose (.lut\ it was to know the state jf tht amunition, should be 
s Ignorant m an affair of such consequence ^he\ best can answer. 
I onl\ kn(w that from the first day I w is app inted to act as 
Vljiilint General, there were dail} orders to I uc such returns 
in but were never obeyed, though I it presented to the 
( Minor in the most eirnest terms the bad consequences of not 
1 iMii,^ those as well as all other orders which he issued out, most 
stncll} c mphed with But such was the levit> of the times, that 
s lie mcisures were not esteemed neccssir\ This unexpected 
1 [H) t idded to the situation we otherwise were in, easily deter- 
mined ever} mi mber of thii council of war to vote for a general 
retre it on board the ships before the expiration of the above time, 
is the only meins of saving the Compan} s treasure and effects, 
ind the lives and properties of the inhabitants It was then pro- 
posed that, as a retreat was already imaniinously determined upon, 
ind no hopes left of maintaining the fort, or accommodating 
n dtters with the Nabob , the sooner it was set ibout it would be 
the better, as consequences might attend the delay of it, which 
dUrwards might make it impracticable In this opinion I was 
one who seconded Mr Holwell, who stron^^ly pressed immediately 
t J begin a general retreat, and clear the factory of the crowds of 
l^ortugueze women, as they were likely to cause great confusion in 
'^hit afterwards might be necessary to be done. Other members 
of the council of war (who I imagine must have had something 
iiiore m view than the publick interest) strenuously opposed this 
proposal, and would have a retreat deferred in hopes of some 
fivorable change either by treaty or otherwise. These disputes 
lasted till near day light, and then each person repaired to his 
particular post without determining anything certain of the time 
manner of a retreat* The enemy having neglected to take 
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possession of the Company’s House in the night, an officer and 
20 men were placed in it abqut this time. 

Such was the situation of things the 19th in the morning, when 
the want of rest for two nights before, and constant fatigue obliged 
me to retire for a little sleep, in order to fit me for the duties of 
the day, this being the time when the enemy gave us the least 
disturbance. As soon as I awoke, I came upon the ramparts and 
found that the enemy kept a pretty smart fire upon us, though not 
so as to annoy us much, as we still kept possession of the houses 
close to the fort. About g o’clock the outposts were very warmly 
attacked. The officer who commanded in the Company’s House 
was brought in wounded, and those in the Church and Mr. Eyre’s 
House had sent to acquaint the Governor, that the enemy poured 
in such vollies of musquetry upon them from the adjacent houses, 
as would oblige them to abandon their posts, if not soon relieved. 

Having thus represented in as few words as possibly I could, the 
state of things in the fort and outposts to the time of my leaving 
it, there only now remains to lay before you the manner of it, and 
the motives which induced me to do it. 

About 10 o’clock 1 received an alarm, when on the south east 
bastion, that the enemy had got possession of the ('ompound of 
the Company’s House, and were forcing their way through the 
barrier that leads from thence to the fort ; but when I came there, 
I found the report to be false. On my return towards the back 
gate, I saw the Governor standing on the stair head of the gauty 
beckoning to his servant, who was in a boat about 50 yards above. 
I came up expecting he might have some commands for me, for I 
had not seen him bfeforc, since we broke up the council of war. 
When I addressed him, he pointed to me w'here the Doddaley and 
other vessells had fallen down below' the Town, and numbers of 
boats full of Europeans w'ere then proceeding on their w^ay on 
board of them ; saung that Messrs Manninghim and Frankland, 
though sent for irfthe night, had still remained on board the 
Doddaley with the ladies ; by which means they had so discouraged 
numbers* of the gentlemen, as to induce them to provide for their 
own safety, in the same manner, and by their example. He then 
(without giving me time to make any answer) went down the stairs, 
up the waterside under the Line, and into the boat where his 
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servant stood. I was somewhat amazed at his sudden departure 
beinj; entirely ignorant of his intentions, and only supposed he 
had gone to give some particular orders to his servant : but finding 
he did not return soon, I thought it my duty to follow him, as I 
still remained unacquainted with his designs. When I came to 
the boat, and desired to know what he intended, he replied that 
he was resolved to provide for his own safety, as he found others 
wiiv lining. I entreated him that if that w'as his resolution, he 
would wait till it was first intimated to Mr. HoKvell and the rest 
of the garrison, and make as good a retreat as the situation of 
things would bear. He said it would impra*. .icable to make a 
legular r(*treat in the confusion things were thin in ; especially for 
want of boats, most of them being carried off hy those who went 
ht lore. That he therefore thought it wouM be in vain to wait any 
loneei ; and supposed when the rest of the garrison saw him come 
otl siH'h of them as could find conveyance would follow'. 

I had but little time for recollection m such a juncture, and was 
tluTofore the more readily determined by the circumstances w'hich 
nniuidiately ensued. Looking behind me at the stairs of the 
giu//, I saw' it crow'ded with people pressing to get away; and 
aiuoiigst the rest Commandant Minchin and Mr. Mackett going 
into a biidjcrouj. This I concluded to be in consequence of their 
seeing the Governor first make his escape ; and according to what 
lie told me before had not then the least doubts remaining, but 
every other person who observed him and could find convey- 
ance would think the example of their Governor and Commander- 
lu-chief a sufficient sanction for them to abandon a place, already 
declared not tenible above two days, and then in the greatest 
confusion. I likewise foresaw that those who should be obliged 
to remain behind for want of boats, would be exposed to the 
mercy of a cruel enemy, unless relieved by having conveyances 
^»cnt them from the ships. My station of Adjutant General had 
fixed me to no particular post in the fort, but more properly was 
to attend the Governor for his orders, and act in a manner as his 
aidecamp. In the situation things appeared to me in this critical 
moment, my return to the shore when I saw every body was 
pressing to leave it, (and amongst them my Commander-in-chief ; 
and other commanding officers being either already gone or setting 
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off) could be attended with no advantage. To embark the Com- 
pany’s treasure, and other effects, public and private, on board the 
ships, and make a safe and regular retreat with the troops and 
inhabitants, is all that any person can pretend to say, was aimed 
at, or ever thought of, since the last council of war. As all this 
was oversett by the Governor’s departure, and the boats being 
carried off before and after him, there only remained, of what was 
possible to be done for the public welfare, either to bring up the ships 
before the fort, or send boats to bring off those who were necessi- 
tated to stay behind for want of them. My accompanying the 
Governor to the ships was undoubtedly more likely to contribute 
to either of those purposes, than returning to the fort, as I should 
be more in the way of receiving his orders, and giving my assist- 
ance, by returning with what conveyances or succours he might 
think proper to send. I could make no doubt, that as soon as he 
got on board, he would immediately think of sending such relief 
to those who were left behind, as their situation required ; and to 
that purpose soon after our arrival I spoke to him in presence of 
Captain Young, the Commander, to move up with the Doddaleyy and 
other ships as the only probable method that then remained, (all 
the boats, excepting one or two, having abandoned us, and crossed 
to the other side of the water). But most unfortunately Captain 
Young representing to him the danger such an attempt would be 
attended with, the Governor declined giving any orders in regard 
to it. I proposed the same thing at different times that day, but 
with as little effect. 

Thus I have related the manner and motives of my retreat from 
Calcutta as minutely as my memory enables me ; and in justice to 
myself I would long e’er now have submitted it to a proper enquiry, 
had not the scarcity of officers, and my long indisposition deprived 
me of the opportunity, and which in my above mentioned letter to 
the Governor and ^uncil I declared to be m'y intention as soon 
as the troops then expected from Madras would arrive. 

I shall only further add that if the reasons I have given appear 
not sufficient to justify my conduct in accompanying the Governor 
at such a time and with the circumstances above related, I desire 
any person to point out to me, what other method I could possibly 
have taken, that would have been attended with greater advan- 
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tages ; or whether, in the station I acted in, it was not the most 
consistent with my duty to attend the Governor, in order to 
rectify by the only means I could think of the disorders which 
then prevailed ; and to give my assistance in executing what 
directions he might give for that purpose. 

55. Letter from Council^ Dacca, to Council, Lorf Saint George, 
dated 13^ July, 1756. 

HoN()URAr3i I Sir and Sirs, — This is desiirncd to inform you of 
a most melancholy and surprizing revolution in the Honourable 
( oinpany's Settlements here in Bengali, having b en all taken by 
the Nabob Serajah Dowlat. As we have not nccuved the least 
A [mlk from any of the gentlemen of Calcutta ot a later date than 
tla (jth of June, we are obliged to depend on the Trench for a 
particulai account of the taking of Fort William. We now 
t IK lose your Honour, bcc., the account received by Monsieur 
( ourtin, the French Chief here, from their Secretarv at Chander- 
nagop'. We see no reason to doubt the authenticity of it, more 
tspccicdly as every material! circumstance is confirmed by the 
Moors, who have from the beginning assured us that the cause of the 
X.ibob’s anger against the English proceeded from the Governour 
<Lnd Council having given protection to one Kissendass who had 
I’Ctn the Naib of this city. He retired to Calcutta in March last 
^Mth great riches, part of which are said to belong to the widow of 
Nowagies Mawmud Khan, who died in November last, and whose 
nches Serajah Dowlat claimed on his coming to the Subahship 
^»f Bengal ; when the Nabob sent a perwannah to demand him, 
Mr. Drake tore the perwannah and threw it in the face of his 
niessenger. This insult provoked Serajah Dowlat to such a 
degree that they say he took an oath to drive the English out of 
Bengali which he very soon put in execution as you will observe 
f ossimbuzar was delivered without firing a gun and Fort William 
only resisted him three days. We take the liberty to enclose your 
Honour, &c., copies of our Consultations of the 27th and 28th 
ultimo, when we were obliged to surrender our factory and our- 
selves prisoners to Serajah Dowlat, from whom we are in hopc^ 
to obtain our liberty as he has already released Messrs.. Watts and 
Collet, &c. If we are so happy as to get our liberty, our present 
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design is to proceed to Madras when we shall depend on your 
Honour, &c., Council’s protection and kind assistance, having lost 
everything we had in the world except a few cloathes. We would 
have sent you copies of our Consultations and letters from the 
beginning of the dispute, but as this goes by a. pattamar it would 
make too large a packet. We design by a French ship bound to 
Europe which is to leave Chandernagore next month, to address 
ourselves to the Honourable Court of Directors and give them the 
best account we are able of the miserable state of their affairs in 
Bengali. As we flatter ourselves your Honour, &c., Council will 
not think us any way to blame in delivering up our factory ^J[ter 
the surrender of Fort William, we are to request your kind repre- 
sentation of our case should you have an opportunity of writing 
the Court of Directors before we have the pleasure to see you. 
As by all accounts the riches Mr. Drake, &c., have carried off with 
them are immense, ^\c hope our Honourable Employers will be in 
some measure indemnified for the great loss they must have suffered 
by the taking their Settlements in Bengali. 

We are etc. etc., Richard Bkixher, Luke Scrafton, Thomas 
Hyndman, Samukl Waller. 

56. Extract from Fort Saint Geoi^c Public C onsultationb^ 

1750. 

No. 95, No. 96, and No. 97, from the Honourable Roger 
Drake, Esq., President and Governour 6cc. Council of Fort 
William, the first dated the 25th of May. . . . 

That by the advices they received from our Honourable Masters 
by the Delaw ar they have great reason to apprehend a war, and it 
being recommended to them to be upon their guard, they think 
it incumbent on them to represent to us the weak state of their 
garrison, occasioned chiefly by our detaining the recruits designed 
them for several ^ears past, amounting to 663 as per list now sent 
us, that it is hi^ly necessary we should send them as large a 
re-inforcement as we can possibly spare and also some musquets 
which' they are in great want of. . . . That their Nabob Allyverdi 
Cawn is demised and is succeeded by his adopted son Seer Raja 
Dowlat. . . .* The second dated the 4th June acquainting us that 
since the date of their last they had been and are still involved io 
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a dispute with the country Government occasioned by the Nabob's 
taking umbrage at their repairing and strengthening their line of 
guns towards the river, and that by letters from Cossimbuzar, 
copies of which they send us, they are afraid matters will be 
earned to extremities, the Nabob having stationed a party of 
horsemen round that factory and seeming nmeb exasperated. 

I hat should they be attacked they are resolved to repel force by 
f( ici‘, and to that end desire we will send them as soon as possible 
all the iccruits wc have detained from them, or at least a reinforce- 
ni(‘nt of 500 men with a proportionable quantity of at ms and stores, 
V. hi^li if we neglect doing they deem themselves no \s 'lys responsible 
loi uhat may happen. That they think it ad^ iscable we should 
‘ onnnanicate this to Admiral Watson. . . . 
ihciided that two Companies he i^ent to Bcuia^iil under command of 
Kilpatrick,) 

57. Letter from Messrs, Waits and Collet to Council at Fultay 
dated ChandernagorCf 14 July, 1756. 

Honourable Sir and Sirs, — Wc have received your letter 01 
piotLbt dated the 13th of July 1756 and are surprized you should 
protest against us for all damages and wrongs which may ensue 
h\ the deprivation of our privileges as contained in the royal 
tunmuiind when we think w'e can with more propriety say that 
the majority of you, gentlemen, depri\ed our Honourable Masters 
< f tliLir priviledges as contained in the royal phirinaund when you 
11'' eiised the Nabob to come against Calcutta and then deserted 
place and fled on board your ships, w^hich in all probability 
and hy all accounts was the occasion of the loss of the place 
'^hich might have been defended if you had staid, and by which 
We are of opinion you abdicated your several stations and are 
now no longer to be deemed Servants of the Company ; but setting 
^1' above aside if we thought it had been for our Honourable 
" interest we should not have hesitated a moment getting 

^ n letters translated and delivered; but if you at this time look on 
} ourselves as a Governour and Council you must of coUrse allow 
^ our stations, in consequence of which we are persuaded we 
Jjive a right to dissent and make our representations against any 
} our measures which we think contrary to the interest of our 

7 
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Employers as an application at present we are of opinion is, and 
that it would be more adviseable to wait to see what steps the 
Governour and Council of Madrass may be able to take to 
reestablish the Company’s affairs and credit in Bengal, we 
having advised them of the taking of Calcutta the 3rd instant by 
express cossids. Therefore we think an application will be more 
efficacious and made \^ ith a better grace when any force arrives 
from thence than it can at present. Whereas should the Nabob 
now permit you to return into a ruined and defenceless town it 
may be with an intent to replunder the place and secure yonr 
persons, for we are of opinion the Nabob is not to be trusted after 
things have gone the length they ha\e ; and as a further reason to 
imagine that your return may be attended with a risque is the 
harsh and inveterate manner in which the Nabob has expressed 
himself against Mr. Drake. 

We are credibly informed that when you wrote us you made 
application to those who had more interest and power to give 
weight to your proposals than wc, who by great intercession had 
but just obtained our liberty. On our coming to the knowledge 
of this, our intermedling we thought might have been rather hurtful 
than any ways of service, however if after the reasons we have 
given you are still of opinion that the letters you sent us ought to 
be translated and delivered we shall, agreable to your desire, get 
them done and send them to the respective persons directed, except 
Golam Hossein Cawn who is turn(*d out of the province. We have 
no power or interest of our own to make applications ; if we had 
we should certainly have before made use of it for the service of 
our Honourable Employers. 

We are, 6cc., &c., W. Watts, M. Cotlet. 

58. Notification to the Honourable Company^ Covenanted Servants on 

board the fleet. 

Gentlemen, — I am ordered by the Agents for the Honourable 
Company’s affairs, to inform you that they do not think you have 
forfeited your title to the Company’s service by the loss of Calcutta 
and its dependencies, as our establishment is not absolutely disolved 
by this capture and as a prospect still remains of being able to 
recover our Settlement. 
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I am therefore further directed to acquaint you that your diet 
money and salary will be continued as usual, and will be discharged 
by Roger Drake Esq. upon a tender of your bills. 

1 am, Gentlemen, your most obedient servant. 

Signed John Cooke Secretayy, 

Sloop * Syren,' 
the 14/// July, 1756. 

59. Ext) act from Fort Saint George Select Comtnit tee Consultations ^ 

i^July, 1756. 

The President acquaints the Committee that u])on intelligence 
iecei\ed last night from the Governor and ('(juncil of Fort 
W’lllnjn of dangerous disturbances raised in Bengal by the new 
Nabob, it was resolved in Council this morning to send thither 
a le-iriforcenient of 200 men under the command of Major 

i\illl)cilrick. 

f)o. Letter from Mr. Roger Drake to Council Fort Saint George, 
dated, sloop ' SyrenJ off Fulta, 14 July, 1756. 

Huxoukabll Sir and Sirs, — You must naturally conclude the 
mind cannot recover itself, in our present situation, to transmit 
\ou sucli a narration of the event passed by the capture of Calcutta 
b> the Moors, as the circumstances thereof require to be penned 
with impartiallity, which shall be my strictest endeavours to set 
Tortli, when 1 am eased of the anxiety my station has drawn on 
me : I am therefore now to entreat your conclusions on my conduct 
ma\ be suspended untill the motives, actions and reasons for such 
oui conduct are impartially set forth. 

1 am, 6:c., &c., Roger Drake, Junior. 

Letter from Messrs. Watts and Collet to Court of Directors, 
dated, Chandernagore, 16 July, 175^.^ 

May it please Your Honours, — It is with the utmost concern 
We now inform you that Fort William was taken the 20th of June 
the Nabob of Bengal, grandson of Alii Verdi Cawn who died 
iast April. The first rise of these troubles are as folio w^. 

’ Orme MSS , India VII., pp. 1802 - 8 . Under date 3 July, which mast be 

as the letter refers to a letter of the 6 th Tuly from Messrs. Drake and Council 
at Fulta 
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Some time after his coming to the government he sent one 
Narran Sing, brother to Rogeram, who is Nabob of Cuttack and 
commander of the spjs (^\hlch in this country is a considerable 
post) to Calcutta where he arrived privately and m disguise with 
a letter from the Nabob to the Governor, v\hich the Governor did 
not think proper to receive as it was presented in such a way, but 
turned Narran Sing with disgiace out of the place. The Chief of 
Cossimbuzar being apprehensive thit this might oecasion some 
trouble wrote to the Durbar officers to pre\cnt an} complaint 
being made to the Nabob, and the affair was seemingly hushed 
up, but few days vveic elapsed v\h<.n he sent foi our tacquccl and 
told him he heard they were making fortifications and digging 
a ditch round Calcutta, and insisted that we should level our new 
works and hll up the ditch Upon the lacquetl's returning from 
the Du}ba 7 f and acquainting the C hief vMth what the Nabob said, 
he wrote to him that he had not heard of in} new fortifications 
being raiSLcl oi ditc h dug, and th it v\e were apprehensive that our 
enemies for thtir own luei itueadv iiitages had raistd these reports. 
To this letter he retained no answei, but sent a pt) lunnah to 
Calcutta ordering them to desist fiom fortif\ing, and to level what 
new woiks tlie} hid begun. Pie then marchid to tin northward 
and gave out he v\ is going to Pitna ^ On his aiinal at Rajamaul 
he received the Go\einours answei, at v\hieh he v\as greatl} 
incensed, and immediate 1 } ordeied a part} of hoi^e and gun men 
upon our factor}, and returned back himself with the greatest 
expedition, with his VNhole army, whieh encamped round our 
factor}, and according to the most moderate computation con 
sisted of 10,000 hoist and 20,000 Rajepouts and other gun men 
with a large train of artiller}, and then demanded the Chief to 
come out and see him, the Nabob’s duan who commanded the 
van of the army wilting the Chief a letter, that he might come 
out with grealikafet} , that no harm should happen, and that he 
would introduce him to the Nabob. Upon this we thought proper 
to send the surgeon of the factory to the duan^ and he gave him 
the same assurances, and sent him back with a considerable 
person, and a present of beetle (which is esteemed a pledge of 


^ Mistake for Purneah 
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faith), to accompany the Chief to the duan who was to introduce 
him to the Nabob. Accordingly agreeable to the unanimous 
opinion of the gentlemen of the factory and officer of the 
f^arrison, the Chief went and was presented by the duafi to the 
Nabob, who immediately ordered him into confinement, and 
insisted on his giving an obligation that m 15 days time the 
gi‘iitlemen of Calcutta should level whar new works they had 
i.usrtl, deliver up the Nabob's tenants who had tied for protection 
there, and that if it could be proved wv had falsified the Company’s 
dnsiiuks by giving them to those that had no right to them, we 
slu)iild pay back w’hat the Government had siilfeTcd by loss of 
Duties. The Chief being in their hands was obhgod to sign this. 
Tliey then told him that his signing was of no L..»nsequence with- 
out the H'st of the Council ; according]} upon the surgeon’s 
ntiiiniiig to the fictory with a eunuch of the Nabob’s and two 
01 ihicL otheis, who acquainted Messrs. Collet and Batson that it 
wvs III cessary they should go to the Chief and make an end of 
the .iffur, the} went and w'cre detained prisoners, nothing more 
bung s.ud about the obligation the Chief had signed. The next 
(1 u \vi were ordered to deliver up our ammunition and cannon, 
which upon mature deliberation w'e thought proper to comply 
with, in hopes to entirely pacify the Nabob and prevent his march 
to C alcutta. The army then drew off from the factory. Mr. Batson 
wns sent back to the factory, and Messrs. Watts and Collet kept 
pri‘:oners in the camp. The Nabob then bent his march towards 
C alcutta, having ordered all the godowns at Cossimbuzar to be 
''laled with his seal, and the soldiers to be carried prisoners to 
Mu\ddavad. 

As the Chief &c. going out of the factory, and afterwards 
delivering up the cannon and ammunition, may perhaps appear 
to Your Honours extraordinary, w^e think it necessary to give 
our reasons for taking such steps. It has been always customary 
m Bengal for the chiefs of Subordinates to visit the Nabobs^ of 
the province, and we had great reason to believe that on paying 
this visit we should be able to accommodate matters and prevent 
his march to Calcutta. Had we attempted to resist our factory 
^lust inevitably have fallen into their hands, we being in no con- 
dition to make a defence against so large a force : our factory being 
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surrounded on three sides by houses which overlooked our bastions, 
some not 30 yards from our bastions : most of our guns were honey- 
combed and carnages rotten though we had repeatedly indented to 
Calcutta for new ones. Our garrison consisted of about 50 soldiers, 
most of which were Portuguese We had about 80 maunds. of 
powder but few or no shot or granades We might possibly with 
this force ha\e held out 3 or 4 da}s, which would not have prevented 
the consequences that have since happened but even supposing 
we had been able to resist the Government we are humbly of 
opinion It would have been madness in us to have attempted it 
when so great a part of Your Honours estate amounting to many 
lacks of rupees was dispersed over the v\hole eountr} which would 
have been immediate!} seii:ed and you might justlv have blamed 
us for commencing a war vMth the Government and being the 
occasion of so immense a loss, the effects in our f ictory not 
being near so considerable is the money, goods, and debts we had 
outstanding, all which with the money and goods at the several 
aurungs would have been saved had the Governour and Council 
thought pioper to come to in\ terms with the N ibob We there 
fore hope (though unfortunite) \our Honours will ipprove off and 
think the steps we took the most prudent though by unthinking 
men who see affairs but in one li^ht we mav possibly be blamed 
The best account we can get of the taking Fort William, we 
being then prisoners in the cimp, is that two d ivs before the place 
was delivered up the Governour Messrs Maninnghain, hrankland, 
and Mackett with the Comm indint, George Minchin, Captain 
Alexander Grant, and 8 or 9 of the junior servants with part of 
the military quitted the fort and retired on board their ships, but 
with such precipitation that we heard thev h lv e saved nothing 
belonging to the Compan\ not even their books ind papers or 
Mogul's phirmaund. Messrs Ptarkes, Hollwell, Eyre and Bailhe 
with the rest o^the Company s servants and military remained in 
the fort. But when the Governour, Ac , were gone, the soldiers 
got to their liquors and wine under no command. Fifty-six of the 
soldiers thg-t were Dutch deserted that night, after which all was 
tumult, disorder and confusion which we imagine occasioned the 
gentlemen to hoist a flag of truce in order to capitulate. This oppor- 
tunity the Moors took to rush in upon them, applied ladders to the 
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walls which they scaled and were soon in possession of the fort. 
Most of the gentlemen, officers and soldiers were carried prisoners 
to the Nabob, w'ho ordered them into the Black Hole where out of 
146 one hundred and twenty three were found dead the next 
morning, supposed to be suffocated by the closeness of the place. 
Messrs. Holwell, Court, Burdet, and Walcot an ensign were put in 
irons and carried prisoneis to Muxadavad, of unom we have since 
IiLard nothing. We are persuaded this dismal catastrophey of 
Yoni Honours’ estate in Bengal being plundered, 50111- Settlements 
lo^t, 50U1 sei\cints destro5^ed and ruined wutli some hundred thou- 
s inds of Calcutta inhabitants might have Inen prt'vented had the 
(lo\tinoui and Council thought proper to ln\e compromised 
iiiattcis for a sum of money. And a^ a proof, llu Nabob touched 
nothing at Cossimbuzar but the warlike stores or at any of the 
'itlki factor} s or anrun^i, till he had taken Calcutta. Ro}^duiub, 
the N d)()b's diian and who commanded the van of the army like- 
'M^e frequently sent for the C'hief, while he was prisoner in the 
c uiij), and told him smiling that we must pay a crore of rupees, 

« nd \\hcii the Chief assured him the Company’s whole estate did 
not .Linount to that sum Kc then asked him if they would pay 
*io liuks of rupees, to which the Chief answered again that the 
( onipan}'’s annual trade to Bengal w^as not moie than the demand 
la made. The dua^i then desired to know what the} could afford 
pay, to which he replyed he had no powers to treat, but if the 
dihin w'ould permit him to write to Calcutta he should then be 
ii)lc to infoim him. This request the diuin absolutely refused, but 
told him if any proposals of accommodation were made first from 
C alcutta he might then wTite as often as he pleased. We being 
surrounded and strictly w’atched night and day by the Nabob’s 
l>co[)lc, we had no opportunit> of wTiting to Calcutta till we were 
opposite to Hughly, where we got permission to write to the 
Hutch Director for some provisions, to whom we sent a letter to 
b( foiwaided to Calcutta wherein we wrote that if the Governour 
and C ouncil would send a proper. person to the camp or empower 
to act, w'e flattered ourselves that even then the dispute with 
the Nabob might be finished for a sum of money. This letter the 
Dutch Director assures us was delivered to Mr. Drake along with a 
b tter of his own, and we are well informed an answer was wrote, 
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importing that after the disgrace the Company had suffered at 
Cossimbuzar by the taking of their factory and imprisoning their 
servants, they were resolved not to come to any agreement. 

Coja Wazeed, a considerable merchant and one who has great 
influence with the Nabob, his dua?t also told us that he was sent 
by his master four times to Calcutta to persuade the gentlemen to 
pay a sum of money and pacify the Nabob, but without effect, and 
the last time was threatened to be used ill if he came again on the 
same errand ; from the above proofs there appears to us the greatest 
moral certainty that the Nabob ne\er intended to drive the English 
out of his province but would have been satisfied with a sum of 
money. His treatment of the French and Dutch after the taking 
of Calcutta is a corroboratory circumstance ; of each of whom he 
at first demanded twentv /acAs of rupees, and on their representing 
to him that their trade in his province did not amount to that sum 
but that they were willing to m ike thi‘ pic'sent v\hich v\as usual!} 
given on a Snhah's first coming to the Government, he appeared 
so incensed that he ord' red ten thousand men into the Dutch 
Town with directions to demolish and plunder the houses and 
people on the first signal. He then demanded their guns, ammu- 
nition and colours but was at last pacifyed with a present of four 
hundred and fifty thousand siccti rupees. The French were threa- 
tened and treated much in the same manner, and were obliged 
to pay three hundred thousand siccas ; this account we can affirm 
to be true as we had it from the gentlemen themselves. 

We are informed that Mr. Richard Becher, Chief, &c.. Council 
at Dacca were surrounded by the Nabob’s forces and obliged to 
surrender themselves prisoners and are now in the French factory 
there, the French Chief having passed his word for their appear- 
ance, all the Company’s effects and money being seized for the 
Nabob’s use. 

Mr. Peter Amj^att, Chief at Luckypore, escaped on board a 
sloop and has sav^ed Jfeout 60,000 rupees in money and goods of 
Your Honours’ estate. Mr. Thomas Boddam has likewise saved 
from Ballasore about 6,000 rupees. They are now with Mr. Drake 
and the rest of the gentlemen, who are on board country ships 
at Fultah. 

Enclosed is a letter feewn Mr. Drake and the gentlemen belofw 
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with our answer. We did not think it adviseable to act as we 
were of opinion that the gentlemen who had deserted the fort 
had by that step abdicated their several stations in the Company*s 
ser\iCL and had not power to indemnify us if Your Honours 
should not approve of the measures they might direct us to take, 
md we are of opinion that as they had wrote to the Governour 
ind Council of Madrass for assistance, and as we had since wrote 
m account of the taking of Calcutta, we think it more adviseable 
to wait till we have answers from Madrass, and are informed 
whit mcasuics the Governour and Council there may be able to 
like to rc est iblish the Honourable Compan} s aftaiis m Bengal, 
then riu inly to return into a ruined and open town which the 
Nal)r)b may possibly consent to in hopes of still fuithei plunder on 
the irriv il of an\ of "^our Honours’ ships, as we think he is not to 
1) trusted after affairs have gone the lenc^ths thev have. 

I nclosed is a translate of the Nabob’s letter to the Honourable 
Gcor^ Esq., on which we must beg leave to remark that 

the C hif f of Cossimbuzar wrote a letter to the Nabob that he was 
pt rsuaded Mr Drake would deliver up Kojebullub s son and wealth, 
who is the person the Nabob means in his letter, whenever he 
thought proper to demand him, at which as the Chief was assured 
tioin Coja Wazeed who deliveied the letter that the Nabob seemed 
then satished. Whether the Nabob applied afterwards to Calcutta 
tor the delivery of this man we cannot say. 

SincL writing the above Mr, Gray Junior one of Your Honours* 
serv Lilts has given us an account of the attack and taking of 
Calcutta, he being present the whole time, which we now enclose ; 
md here we must beg leave to inform Your Honours that Mr. 

illiam Mackett’s intentions was not to leave the fort, but his 

fe having miscarried the night before, he thought it incumbent 
on him to see her safe on board a ship, when he wanted to 
return but could get no conveyance though we are informed he 
offered a thousand rupees for a boat. Enclosed is an account 
of the Compan}’s servants and officers on board the ships at 
l^ultah. 

We have since the above received another letter from the gentle- 
men at Fultah which we now enclose with our answer thereto. 
We hope Your Honours will not blame our conduct in this af£edr» 
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as what we have done was to the best of our judgment and we 
flatter ourselves their protest will have no weight with Your 
Honours, as we think they may with more propriety be charged 
with what damages and wrongs both have and may ensuq by the 
deprivation of the Company’s privileges as contained in the royal 
phirmaund. And we are of opinion that^the immediate possession 
of Calcutta in its present rained condition cin be of no service to 
the Company, neither do we think it adviseable or safe to trust 
any of the Company’s effects there till a sufficient force arrives to 
defend the place against the Nabob in case he should think proper 
to attack it again, we being of opinion as we mentioned before 
that no trust or confidence can be reposed in him. 

We were released by the Nabob at Hughly on his return from 
the taking of C alcutta, and weie delivered to the French Governoiir 
of Chandernagore, from whom the Nabob took a receipt for us, and 
ordered him to send us safe to Madrass. We have received hcie 
the most humane treatment, and have now no soldiers and 
sailors in their hospital who are all supplied with diet and 
cloathing. 

We assure Your Honours that the above account relating to our- 
selves and our transactions is in every particular true and just, and 
what regards the taking of ('alcutta is from the best information we 
could get, in which we have taken particular care not to be deceived 
or biassed by favour or prejudice. We hope from your candour 
that you will make allowances for us as men and consequently 
falliable for any errors in judgment we may have committed. We 
being conscious of having acted as faithful servants, what we 
thought most for the interest of the Honourable Company, there- 
fore flatter ourselves we shall meet with your future favour, we 
being entirely ruined, having lost every thing even to our cloaths 
and necessarys. 

We are &c. <&c., W. Watts, M. Collet. 

62. Account of the Toss of Calcutta by Mr, Grey, Junior ^ June, 175 ^* 

On the 17th of June the enemy attacked the redoubt at Perrins 
about noon, and at 3 o’clock in the afternoon 40 men with 2 field 
pieces were sent to the assistance of that place, where in the 
engagement the Moors from behind the trees and bushes killed 2 
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Europeans, one of whom was Ralph Thoresby. About 8 o’clock an 
i8 pounder came out to Perrins, and the 2 field pieces with the 
reinforcement that had been sent in the afternoon went back to 
their former stations. In the night, Lieutenant Pacard, who had 
the command at Perrins, sallied out upon the enemy, and having 
dro\c them from their gups spiked up 4 of them and brought away 
somt ammunition. 

On the icSth about 9 o’clock in the morning our outworks were 
attacked. Small parties were dispatched to the tops of some of the 
highest houses, from thence to annoy the enemy on their approach. 
X^nongst those Messrs. Charles Smith and Robert Wilkinson had 
th misfortune to be killed. Monsieur La Bonne, w'ho with a 
-III ill p Lrt\ was posted at the Jail, bra\cl\ defendt 'I it for six hours, 
iiil him self .ind most of his men being woundid, they wore obliged 
(f Ktirt within the battery at the Court House. In the evening 
tht u^citin killing and wounding seveial of our men, and surroimd- 
in us on all sides, we were ordered to retreat from our outworks 
iftci h i\ mg spiked up our guns') and take possession of the Church, 
Ml. ( inttenden's, E}res, anc^ the roinpan}’s Houses, vvhich we 
piu kept all night. 

i he enemy, on the morning of the 19th ad\anc'ed upon us, and 
^till suriounding us killed and wounded some of our men ; we 
^^eu ordered to retire from the Church and houses we had taken 
lA:)sscssion of the night before and come within the fort. The 
1 idle s and w'ounded men were sent on board the ships. The Gover- 
>i')iir, Messrs. Manningham, Frankland, Macket, Commandant 
Minchin, Captain Alexander Grant, Messrs Cruttenden, Mapletoft, 
Sommer, Billers, O’Hara, Rider, Tooke, Senior, Ellis, Vassmer, 
Orr, Leycester, Charlton, with severals of the military and militia 
*Ld on board the ships and went down the river, which greatly 
dispirited our men- Immediately upon the Governour’s going off 
Mr. Holwell was unanimously chosen in his room (Mr. Pearkes who 
his senior in Council delivering him up the charge of the 
fictory till the troubles should cease). The new Governour 
^T^ade a publick declaration of his detesting Mr. Drake’s base 
^^J^ht, at the same time encouraging the military to hold out 
siege with a promise of 3 chests of the Company’s treasufe 
Cf^ntaining 24,000 rupees among them if they could keep the pl%cie« 
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But upon so many of the principal officers leaving us, the souldiers 
could not be hindered from breaking into the rooms of those that 
were gone, and taking from thence what wine or spirits came in 
their way, by which getting drunk they began to be mutinous and 
unruly. In the night a corporal and 56 men, most of them Dutch, 
deserted us and went over the walls to the enemy. 

Next morning the enemy having got possession of the top of the 
Church and houses round the fort, from thence galled our men 
with their small arms, killing several of them (among whom was 
Captain Smith) and wounding many of our officers. The Church 
commanded our walls in such a manner that the men could not 
stand to their guns, and the officers were obliged to go about and 
present cocked pistols at the souldiers to make them mount the 
walls which were almost deserted ; but they, whenever they were 
out of sight, skulked and w'ould not go up. About noon the 
Governour and Council thought it proper to write to the Nabob 
and duatif demanding a truce and accommodation, but had no 
answer returned. The shij) Prince George wffiich had hiterto layn 
before Perrins (from whence our forces had been sometime w'ith- 
drawn) w'as ordered down abreast of the fort, but in the wa\ 
unluckily ran ashore by the misconduct of the pilot Francis Morris 
and w'as taken by the Moors. About 4 o’clock in the afternoon, 
the enemy called out to us not to lire, in consequence of wffiich the 
Governour showed a flag of truce, and gave orders for us not to 
fire, upon w'hich the enemy in vast numbers came under our w^alls, 
and at once set fire to the windows which w'ere stopt up with 
cotton bales, began to break open the Fort Gate, and scaled our 
walls on all sides. This put us in the utmost confusion. Some 
rushed out at the gate towards the river to take possession of a 
boat that lay half in and half out of the water, and in an instant it 
was so laden that it w'as impossible to get it off. In the meantime 
the Moors surrounded and shew'ed them signs of quarter, upon 
which they deliverHl themselves up. Some of them w’ent to the 
Nabob himself and were by him pardoned, and others whilst the 
enemy were busy about the plunder got into a boat and went down 
the river to the ships at that time lying off Surmon’s Gardens. 
But most of those that remained in the fort were put into the 
Black Hole to the number of 146, of whom 123 were miserably 
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suffocated by the heat, occasioned by so many being shut up in so 
small a place. Among those that unhappily suffered, were Messrs 
E\res, Baillie, Coales, Dumbleton, Jcnks, Reveley, Law, Jebb, 
C arse, \ alicourt, Bellamy Senior, Drake, Byng, Dalrymple, P. 
Johnston, Street, Stephen and Edward Page, Grub, Dod, Torriano, 
Knajiton, Ballard, Captains Clayton, Witherinf.’-ton, Buchanan, 
Lieutenants Hays, Simpson, Blagg, Bishop, Pacard, Bellamy, En- 
sums Scott and Wedderburn. Among those that had been m the 
l>luk Hole, but came out alive, weie Me^^sis Holwell, Court, 
lundett, and Ensign Walcot who were sent up to Muxidavad in 
lions, and Messrs Cooke and Lushington who g down to the 
ships. 

Vt the time the fort was taken there was not ab >ve the number 
of ^o me n upon the walls. The greate‘st part of the souldiers were 
(li link and those that were sober were quite fatigued with continual 
h Lid dut}, and want of a regular distribution of proMsions. 


0 , Duplicate lettcis from Mr. J. Z. Hducll to Counah, Bombay 
nid Bolt Saint Gcofgty dated y Muxaduvad, 17 Jid}f 1756. 

Honolkabli Sir and Sirs, — Little capiblc as I am m my 
distressed situation of executing a task of this kind it }et cannot 
1 neglected, consistent with mv dut} to m} Honourable Em- 
I lo\ CIS, and the trust last devolved on me at their Settlement of 
1 u W illiam, now theirs no more, an incident 1 doubt not but 
^ u have before this been advised off, by pattamais from this city 

1 1 possihh by our late President from Ingillec. This conjecture 
hi ‘w ever will not excuse my omitting to transmit you under 
s neral heads the several graditions by which our Honourable 
M isters have sustained this important loss. These I am to request 
^ >u will forward to them by the most expeditious conveyance in 
^ our pow er, whilst I refer them and you to a particular and dis- 
Lnct narratn^e of the causes and various accidents which have 
contributed to our fatal catastrophe in these piovinces which 1 
^'^dl attempt as soon as the recovery of my health (now much im- 
paired) will enable me. 

Our factory at Cossimbuzar being given up to the Nabob the 
4th of June last (by the most unhappy and unaccountable infatua- 
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tion in our Chief and Council there) the foundation of our^di’ 
was laid, the accession was too great to the Nabob "jo •fijjre- 
linquished and he was sensible he must relinquish it, as 
restore our mone> and goods seized at the different aurung^^of 
entirely extirpate us from the provinces. The cannon, aipmu-^ 
nition, and militar} stores he became possessed of at CossimbuAr 
determined him to the latter and as he expected some succours 
might reach us from the Coast, he marched against us with th^ 
whole force of his provinces, consisting by the best accounts w^ 
have since acquired of 30 000 horse and 35 000 foot with about 
400 elephants of war, though our best information during his 
approach made his force no more than 6 or 7000 horse and 12 
or 15,000 foot, nor could we ever learn with any cert amt} 
whether the N ibob m irched against us in person or not, for h6 
had cut off all communication between us and the gentlemen pf 
Cossimbuzar (whom with the girrison he m ide prisoners) andp. 
our sp}s either had not courage enough to approach his arm} for 
any just intelligence or not integrit} enou^jh to give it us On 
the earliest notice of his real intentions, we made all the dis^ 
positions in our power for his reception, — though I believe never 
was fortress less defensible encumbered with houses close round 
us, and not a proper esplanade for our guns,^ nor time possibly to 
pull the houses down to remed} this evil, advanced posts were 
appointed, ditches sunk, breastwork thrown up and (advanced) 
batteries raised at three principal posts to wit, at the Court 
House eastward, at the corner of (Mr) Griffith’s house® to the 
northward, and at Mrs Piearces Bridge to the southward and 
the Jail was fortified as a further advanced post, — We had 
flattered ourselves that we should have mustered between 5 [or] 
600 effective men Europeans, blacks, and militia, inhabitants 
and those belonging to the shipping, but to our utter astonish- 
ment when our m^tary roll was returned in Council it consisted 
only of 45 of th^Train and 145 infantry and in both only 60 

> Here follows in tort Saint George letter *No ditch no glacis a ravelin half 
finished that did no more disservice than seivice a number of lanes and avenues 
Cloning within less than half musket shot of our fort To remedy these evils ad 
\anced posts were etc 

^ Across the ditch, at the corner of Hastings and Council House Streets. 
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T?urc)pean|; in the militia were about loo Armenians who were 
entfrelj^ useless, and more than that number amongst the black 
rjijfeiJ^boys and slaves, who were not capable of holding a 
irhqsket ; so that in fact when the seafaring people, who most of 
them* appeared only at the first muster, were draughted off on 
bcferd the vessels (of which we had in port about 30 sail of every 
craft at least) our garrison did not consist of 250 fighting men, 
officers included. 

* ’On the 7th June all provisions were prohibited by the Nabob 
being brought into Calcutta by orders to the several zemindars 
round us and the other side of the river. Hetweeii the loth and 
ijtfi June several partys of the Nabob’s troops took possession 
ot ranners Fort, to cut off our communication on the river from 
b\l(j\\, — on the 14th, 3 or 4 ships were sent to dislodge them 
without effect, — on the i6th Baagbazar Redoubt was attacked by 
the Nabob’s army w'ho w'ere repulsed with considerable loss to 
them b\ [Lieutenant Blagg] and Ensign Piccard and 25 men wdth 
30 hiickscrries. Here tw’o European soldiers were killed and 
Mr. Ralph Thoresby, a hopfefull young gentleman who with 
man} others of the junior servants had entered volunteers in 
th(‘ infantry. About this time two Moors ships were brought 
under our guns which by way of reprisal w^e had taken below. 
On the 17th all our buckseries to the number of near 700, taken 
the most of them into our pay on this occasion, fled to a man 
from our out-chowkeys and I believe deserted to the enemy. 
Farly this day our principal post to the northward by Mr. Griffiths" 
^'as attacked and something later that at the Court House by 
h} mg parties from the streets and houses, whilst a multitude of 
other detached partys from the Nabob’s army were plundering and 
destroying every part of the town to the north w^ard. These two 
ad\anced posts were continually alarmed and harrassed this whole 
day and the succeeding night and day, that is to say the i8th when 
the enemy brought a twelve pounder supported with about 
musketry to bear against the Jail which was gallantly defended by 
^ French officer Monsieur Le Beaume with Ensign Carstairs and 
32 men detached from the advanced post at the Court House and 
maintained untill about noon when Monsieur Le Beaume and 
^^nsign Carstairs being wounded, some of the Train killed and 
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others of the detachment disabled the post was relinquished and 
one field piece brought off with the party; about four afternoon 
the enemy having taken possession of the houses all rouAd -ihe 
advanced post at the Court House it was ordered to be abandoned, 
and the same evening the like orders were sent to the other two 
posts to the southward and northward and Piccard’s party called 
from Baagbuzar ; this evening at a council of war it was resolved 
to embark the Company’s treasure, books and the European 
ladies and further agreed that the ships should remain under the 
guns of the fort. Messrs. Manningham and Frankland, the first 
Colonel and the other Lieutenant Colonel of the militia, conducted 
the ladies on board and I understood were to return, when they had 
reconciled the ladies to their situation ; but they never returned 
again, no more did Captain Lieutenant Mapletoft, Lieutenant H. 
Wedderburn, Ensigns William Sumner, Charles Douglas and 
Robert Halsey Baldrick, all officers of the militia, besides about 
15 of the volunteers and many of the militia who deserted the 
fort this day and the succeeding morning. On the i 8 th more 
advanced in the night, we held another council of war and the 
Captain of the Train being ordered to make a return of the 
ammunition, wc were thunderstruck when he reported there was 
not full three days ammunition in the garrison. The debate 
then turned on the c] nest ion whether a retreat with the garrison 
and all the Company ’s effects could be attempted that night, but 
so much of it elapsed in debate that it became impracticable untill 
the next, when myself, and I believe every body else present, judged 
the retreat was determined to be carried into execution. In the 
morning of the igth the enemy were pretty quiet and only now' 
and then threw a random shot at the fort from the batteries they 
had raised in three or four different stations whilst they were 
busy in forming lodgements in the houses round us. About g 
this morning o^ President Mr. Drake, Gbmmandant Minchin, 
Mr. Macket znl^^aptain of the militia, Captain Grant, Adjutant 
General, Mr. O’Hara Lieutenant of the Train, privately withdraw 
out of the back gate, deserted the factory and embarked on board 
the shipping, which immediately weighed and stood down the 
river without leaving us a single boat at the got or possibility 
of making a general retreat and this before any one attack had 
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been actually made on the fort. On the Governour etc.’s deser- 
tion being known the garrison fell into the utmost confusion 
and tumults, when the gentlemen remaining of the Council, 
officers and others, entreated I would immediately take upon me 
the go\ernmcnt of the fort, as the only means of quieting the 
present tumults which must * have ended in the destruction of 
the \\hole. A council was directly called and Mr. Pearkes, 
\\a\ing his right of seniority, himself, Messrs. Eyre and Baillie 
'ippoinud me governour of the fort and administrator of the 
Honourable Company’s affairs during the troubles, in which light 
1 w is rccogni/cd by the whole garrison. I immediatel} visited 
iMr^ post and soon quieted the minds of th. peouJe, by assuring 
tliLiii tney should have three chests of treasure divided amongst 
till solilicis and militia, if they would defend the fort untill w'e 
V MiUl make a general retreat with all the Companv’s effects and 
that I would be the last man that quitted the fort. At the 
Council held as above, we suspended the President and the gentle- 
nu n of the Council and officers with him from the Company’s 
it being the only just piece of resentment in our power, 
lor the cruel piece of treachery they had been guilty of to the 
uliole garrison as well as breach of trust to their Employers. We 
likiwise sent an order to Captain Hague, Cc:)mmandcr of the Com- 
[niii} 'v, ship Saint George stationed at Baagbazar to weigh and 
immediately drop down opposite the lane betw^een the new 
of the factory and the Company’s House : these new 
' iouns being the w^eakest part of the fort and not flanked by 
‘iiu gun from it, the ship in this station would have accomplished 
dlls service, have contributed to dislodge the enemy from the 
f-ompany’s House, and have been under our guns. As she was 
dun the only remaining chance w'e had for a general retreat, 
) or 4 boats being yet with her, Mr. Pearkes was so obliging as to 
nder himself with three or four volunteers on this service and 
"ent on board accordingly, but the pilot neither that day nor the 
next would undertake to bring her lower than opposite to Mr. 
Watts's house where she was useless to us. To return to our 
situation the 19th after the President’s desertion from Council 
1 had hardly gone round the ramparts before the enemy attacked 

' WarebDuaes 
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the fort incessantly the whole remainder of the day from their 
batteries and small arms ; of the former from the battery we had 
raised at the Court House, from another they had erected in Mr. 
.\llsop’s Compound^ between the Court House and the jail, from a 
third erected at the south-west corner of the Park, from a fourth in 
the Reverend Mr. Bellamy’s Compound and from a small battery 
they had raised at the Dock Head. They fired so wildly from their 
batteries they would not have made a breach in a twelve month 
though they fired from i8 pounders, but their small arms from the 
houses round us, particularly the Company’s, Captain Rannie’s 
and Mr. Cruttenden’s, annoyed us much, from whence we several 
times dislodged them with great slaughter and obliged them at 
last to set fire to them and to abandon them. The 19th at night 
our people had some recess but were obliged to sleep on their arms. 
The 20th in the morning the enemy formed three assaults at once 
against the north-west bastion, against the north-west futtocK^ 
or barrier, and against the windows of the labratory on the eastern 
curtain, and attempted to scale to the north-westward. •From 
each of these assaults they were beat off with great loss to them 
before noon and a general cessation in a manner ensued for some 
hours, w'hen finding we had 25 killed and 70 or more of our 
best men wounded and our Tram killed, wounded and deserted to 
all but 14, and not two hours ammunition left, we threw out a 
flag of truce towards the evening, intending to amuse the enem> 
and make the best retreat w e could in the night to the Saint GeorgCt 
not then knowing that she w^as on a sand opposite to Omichund’s 
house. During the parley our back gate was betrayed to the 
enemy in concert — I judge — with some that had deserted the 
preceeding night from the walls and those who had the guard of 
that gate, w^ho w’cre obliged to wrench off the locks and bolts, 
the keys being in my possession. In this situation w’e had nothing 
left to resolve (^but a surrender at discretion. 

Thus I have transmitted to your Honour etc. as circumstantial 
an account of this melancholy event as my state of body and 
mind will at present permit me, (ruined in my own private fortune 
as well as much injured in constitution) of both having barely 
strength to hold the pen a yet necessary period whilst I advi*^ 
^ The enclosure round a house. ^ A gate. 
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you that of the enemy we killed first and last by their own con- 
fession 5000 of their troops and 80 jemidars and officers of 
consequence exclusive of the wounded. The resistance we made 
and the loss they suffered so irritated the Nabob that he ordered 
myself and all the prisoners promiscuously to the number of 
about 165 or 170 to be crammed altogether into a small prison 
in tile fort called the Black Hole, from whence only about 16 of 
us came out alive in the morning the rest being suffocated to 
death — amongst those myself, Mr. Richard Court, Mr. John Cooke, 
Mr. Lushington, Ensign Walcot, Mr. Burdett (a >oung gentleman 
Miliiiiteer), Captain Mills, Captain Dickson, and about 7 or 8 
soldiers blacks and whites ; amongst the dead Messrs. Eyre and 
William Baillie, the Reverend Mr. Bellamy, Messrs. Jenks, Rively, 
l.aw, T. Coales etc. our 3 Military Captains and 9 Subalterns, many 
of oui volunteers and inhabitants, of whom particular lists shall be 
loi warded the Honourable Company as recollection enables me. 
M\sdf, Messrs. Court, Walcot and Burdet were sent to the camp 
tlu 2isi in the morning, there put in irons and marched three miles 
t ) town the 22nd, in the sun and our irons, with no covering to our 
heads, and hardly any to our bodies. At the Dock Head we were 
detained the 22nd, 23rd and 24th, and the evening of that day put 
on board an open boat for this city destitute of a rupee or any 
necessary of life. On the 7th instant w^e arrived there (our sub- 
sistence on the way up on rice and w'ater) and were deposited under 
a euard in an open stinking cowhouse, a spectacle to the whole 
^ it\ (and hardly escaped a second smothering), untill the iith 
\vlien we were removed to the jcmidar's house under whose 
custody we were. On the 15th we w'ere again remanded to the 
cowhouse, flattered with hopes of knowing our ultimate fate, 
there we remained that night and yesterday [had our fetters 
struck off and] were once again blessed wuth liberty and freedom 
tc go where we pleased. The humanity and friendship we received 
ficre from the gentlemen of the French and Dutch factorys will 
c^er require our most grateful remembrance. 

It only remains that I inform your Honour etc., that at the 
tirst approach of the troubles we wrote to Chandanagore and 
I^^ghley to join us in a cause we deemed common, and pressed 
their assistance with men and ammunition, the answer we 

8—2 
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received from Hugley was that they were ordered by their Prin- 
cipals to remain neuter in all disputes of this kind with the Govern- 
ment. From Chandanagore the answer was more favourable but 
of equal utility to us, for when we pressed them for ships and 
ammunition they genteelly refused us and pleaded their o\\n 
weakness. Neither were we deficient in writing letter after 
letter to the Nabob, making him every concession in our power, 
of which he took not the least notice nor leturned one answer. 

Your Honour etc., have heard of the sufferings of the gentle- 
men with me which alone entitles them to the Honourable Com 
pany’s favour, but I should do great injustice to Messrs. Court and 
Walcot if 1 omitted mentioning them in the particular mannei 
they merit, the former the only officer of the Militia and the other 
the only one of the Militar} alive who did not desert their Colours, 
The former has distinguished himself as a faithfull Covenant 
Servant and both as gallant officers. Dacca Factory is givtn 
up, but Luckipoic received tnncl> advice to witfidiaw and have I 
hear joined the Preside nt at Ingellic. 

I am etc., J. Z. Holwi i l. 

P.S. Our intentions arc to quit this (it\ to-morrow, to proceed 
on board any ship we find at Culpee and take the first oppor- 
tunity for the coast of C. oromandel. 

64. Letter from i\/(ssrs. IFaf/s and Collet to Court of Director, 
dated ( handcrnae;orCy 17 /«(>, 1756 - 
IT PLLAsi Yoi R Honours, — i. Since the conclusion of 
our letter we were apprehensive that w'e might be misinformed in 
regard to the Governour and Council’s not making any proposals 
to the Nabob for an accommodation, Mr. Watts therefore went to 
see Seree Babboo, Coja Wazecd's duan at Chinchura, and en- 
quired of him what he knew of the matter, to which he replyed 
that he was do^ several times in Calcutta, and that the last time 
he was there he told the Governour the Nabob was marching 
dow^n, to which he answered that the sooner he came the better, 
and that he would make another Nabob, with other harsh expres- 
.sions he was ashamed to mention. When the Nabob was at 
Rannah Ghat, which is about two days march from Hughley, 
Coja Wazeed his master wTote him immediately to go to Calcutta, 
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that he went as far as Bamagur,^ but there received a message 
from his gomastah in Calcutta not by any means to proceed, for 
Ommichund was confined, and he would be so likewise on his 
arrival, on which advice he returned to Hughley, that when the 
Nabob was at Banhabazar,^ Seree Babboo was in the camp from 
whence he wrote to Mr. Drake enclosing the forni of a letter to 
the Nabob for the Governour to get wrote fair and sign, which 
the Governour accordingly did, but this letter did not arrive till the 
Nabob was at Mr. Kellsall’s Gardens and hostilities had been then 
t ommenced at Tanais Fort, tVic. ; Seree Babboo dt iivered the letter 
but it was too late, and the Nabob then too incensed to reply to it. 

2 . Scree Babboo also informed Mr. Watts that Mr. Drake &c. at 
1 iilta had wrote to Mr. Bisdom, the Dutch Dircctore at Chinchura, 
and tnch'jsed hm letters for Coja Wazeed, Monickchund, Roy dulub 
ind Golarn Hossein Cawn, desiring their interest with the Nabob 
to I v* admitted again into Calcutta ; upon Mr. Bisdom’s receipt of 
tlusc letters he sent to Coja Wa/eed to desire a conference to 
which Coja Wazeed answere4, that the Nabob might at this time 
t ike umbrage at any private meeting, therefore requested he would 
send some person of trust to him to let him know what he had to 
’mpart. Accordingly Mr. Bisdom sent his secretary with the 
1' tters for the fore mentioned persons, and who also acquainted 
^ f^ja Wa/eed with the desire the English had of being re- 
established in Calcutta, to which Coja Wazeed replyed, that as 
the letters were wrote in English and only signed they would have 
1*0 force, therefore it was necessary for to have them translated 
into Persian and sent down to Mr. Drake to have his seal put to 
them when he would deliver them to the respective people, except 
Golam Hossein Cawn, who is turned out of the Province. Seree 
babboo said he had orders from his Master Coja Wazeed to tell 
Mr. Watts to write to Mr. Drake that he would deliver his letters 
agreeable to his desire, but he imagined if the Nabob did so far 
comply wnth his request to admit the English into Calcutta, it 
''ould not be upon better terms than the Porteguese and Prussians 
tiade on, which is to pay duties and hire houses and ware houses* 
themselves and goods, he likewise says that we must not ex- 
P<^ct to be put into possession of Fort William again, and Biat 

^ Baroagore. ^ Baokibataar. 
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Seree Babboo from his master ingenuously told Mr. Watts that the 
only methbd to re-establish Calcutta upon creditable terms would 
be to proceed to Madrass and there concert measures with the 
Governour and Council, and to return with strength sufficient to 
enforce any petitions we had to make. 

3. We must beg leave to observe here that Coja Wazeed’s opinion 
entirely coincides with what we have already wrote you. 

4. We must beg leave further to remark to Your Honours that 
in our letter to Mr. Drake &c., dated the 8th July, we wrote them 
as follows ‘ Had your Honour &.c., thought proper to treat before 
the Nabob reached Calcutta, we are pretty certain a sum of 
money would have made all easy, prevented the loss of the Settle- 
ment and the ruin of many thousands, and we wrote to your 
Honour &c., to that purpose when we were off Hughley, the only 
opportunity we had while in the camp, and are informed “ the letter 
came to hand,” ’ to which in their answ'er they made no reply, 
therefore, if they had made any application they should have 
acquainted us that w'e were wTongh informed, which as they did 
not, it appears to us a tacit confession that they made none at 
least before it was too late. 

We are &c. kc. W. Watts, M. Collet. 

65. Letter from Messfs, Watts and Collet to Council, Fort Saint Geoigc, 

dated Chandcrnagorc, 18 July, 1756. 

Enclosed is a packet for the Honourable the Court of Directors, 
which we have sent under a flying seal for your perusal, and beg 
you will close and forward it by the most expeditious conveyance. 
We likewise send inclosed duplicates of our letters of the 6th and 
7th instant to your Honour &c., and are with respect. 

W. Watts and M. Collet. 

66. Narrative df$he succession of Souragud Dowlet to the provinces of 
Bengal, Bahar, and Ortxa, and of the siege of Calcutta taken by 
^escalade the 20th June, 1756, ^ Governor Drake, dated ig J*^)f 
1756.1 

Some few years before the death of Alliverdy Cawn the late 
Nabob which happened the 9th of April 1756, he nominated for 

^ This document is characteristic of the author, whose faults were due as morii to 
confusion of intellect as to any other cause. 
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ills successor Mirza Mahomed his grandson. The father of Mirz:a 
Mahomed was Zunder Mahomed Cawn, the son of Hodjee Hamed 
Alliverdy Cawn’s eldest brother; so that Mirza Mahomed was 
both great nephew and grandson^ to the late Nabob, who, having 
no male heir, Mirza Mahomed was likewise created his adopted 
son, so that the right of succession would of course have 
de\ol\cd on him though he had not been nominated thereto by 
his giandfather, on which nomination he assumed the title of 
Souragud Dowlet.^ 

As soon as the late Nabob was dead Souragud Dowlet found 
himself engaged wnth a most powerful enemy who seemed resolved 
at all events to set up a competitor against him. This competitor 
was an infant son of Patchy Kouly Cawn® the younger brother 
of Souragud Dowlet’s father and who had been adopted by 
\o\v arris Mahomed Cawn the eldest brother of Souragud 
Dowlet’s father. Nowarris Mahomed Cawn and Patchy Kouli 
Cawn both dying before the late Nabob, the care of this infant 
devolved to the wife of Nowarris Mahomed Cawn who had 
amassed immense riches, one of the most powerful engines of 
war in these eastern parts, and being determined at all adventures 
to support her ward she drew together a large body of men under 
the command of Meir Nazzer Alii her reputed gallant, and fortified 
herself in the large gardens of Moota Ghill within two miles of 
Muxadavad the capital of the Nabob of Bengal ; she had with her for 
h(T dtian and privy councillor one Rajabullub, who had been Nabob 
of Dacca and esteemed the subtlest politician in the whole province 
^ind one whom Souragud Dowlet was determined to draw over to 
his party if possible or to have him assassinated the first opportunity. 

Kajabullub finding himself likely to be engaged in great diffi- 
culties resolved, according to the custom of these eastern people 
''hen trouble is at hand, to send his son Kissendass who was then 
at Dacca and great part of his family and wealth out of the pro- 
vince, and grasped the first favourable occasion which offered to 
'^rder them away under pretence of their making a holy visit to 
Jaggernaut Pagod; this happened in the lifetime of Alliverdy 
Cawn, but who then was very infirm, Rajabullub foreseeing the 

^ Siraj-uddaula's mother, Am ina Begum, was daughter of Aliverdikhaa. 

’ The Lamp of Riches. Scrafton. 

* Or Fazl Kuli Khan. 
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perplexed situation he should be brought to when the late Nabob 
was dead. 

On or about the i6th of March a letter arrived from Mr. William 
Watts, Chief at Cossimbuzar addressed to the President and 
Mr. Manningham certifying an application having been made to 
him from Rajabullub requesting we would admit his, Rajabullub’s, 
family into Calcutta for the space of two months until Kissendass 
his wife was brought to bed and able to proceed on her journey 
(this Kissendass was son to Rajabullub) and strenuously recom- 
mended we w’ould not refuse that request as Rajabullub was 
likely to hold great posts in the government and might from such 
favour shewn his family be very instrumental in gi\ing an un- 
interrupted currency to our business at Dacca and its dependencies, 
which recommendation from Mr. Watts, who then was so nearly 
situated to the Durbar of the capital city, and whose advice on 
Durbar affairs wcie seldom contradicted, drew a grant from 
Mr. Mannmgham i^lhe Go\ernour being for change of air gone to 
Ballasore) to admit Kissendass his famih and attendants into our 
bounds, where they peaceably dwelt until some time after the 
death of Allneidy Cawn and w'cre furnished with a house from 
Omichund one of our piincipal black inhabitants, and if report 
speaks truth large sums of money and jewels w^ere committed to 
his, Omichund’s care who doubtless thought on his own benefit 
in shewing any appearance of piotection to a family who then was 
in the highest fa\our with the government, but transient to 
appearance was Rajabullub’s power or interest immediately after 
the demise of Allivcrdy Cawm ; for, previous to any advice 
arriving from Souragud Dowlet acquainting our Presidency (as 
has ever been customary on change of government) of his succes- 
sion to the Nabobship of Muxadavad and its dependencies or 
sending any reply to the President's letter to him of congratulation 
thereon and in|||^ating his protection and continuance of favour to 
the English East India Company, than a perwannah arrived on or 
about the 15th of April demanding as was supposed the immediate 
delivery of Rajabullub’s family and wealth, which perwannah was 
intrusted to Narraindass brother of Rogeram the Nabob’s head 
spy and who stole into Calcutta in disguise, and his first foot 
ashore was at Omichund’s wharf. This step was deemed a very 
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extraordinary proceeding of the Nabob’s and that Omichund had 
fomented it, he having received and read a perwannah brought 
him at the same time tending to this purport; that he was to 
interest himself in the immediate delivery of Rajabullub’s family 
and wealth to Narraindass. It happened that the Governour and 
Mr. Manningham w’ere that evening out of towm, but too evident it 
1^ th it Omichund without waiting their return introduced the said 
Naiiairidass to Messrs, Pearkes and Hoi well, informing those 
^^(ntlcincn of his errand but did not come to acquaint either the 
rusi(l( nt or Mr. Manningham thereof until those gentlemen sent 
] 1 him, Omichund, the next morning, w’hen on his i oming into their 
l>re'>i where was likewise Mr. HoKveh he seemed strenuous 
ind U.iilul in his owm behalf least his design and intent to serve 
th( govLinment m all respects should b\ our resoKes diminish 
ilut powei the government thought he held in Calcutta; such 
w IS tills Omichund’s treachery to leceive Kajabullub’s family in 
oiK. of his habitations, gne them assurance of security, take 
ixism ssion of the most valuable part of their effects and, to con- 
flii'ie all, espouse and solicit obedience to the contents of a 
(iti^annah w'e w’ere told demanded the delivery of Rajabullub’s 
‘-oils, family, and w’ealth into the hands of a person w'ho clan- 
destinely entered the town and w^as in secret conference with 
< hnichund w’hen the said Omichund was sent for to the factory, 
and soon after arrived at our back gate the before mentioned 
Nairaindass, concluding as w^as then thought to be espoused by 
him with whom he had that instant had discourse. This pro- 
ucding w^as deemed so extravagant that an order was sent to 
the guard not to admit him into the factory and w^e re ordered 
t » see that he immediately departed our bounds, which was 
a( cordingly done and Mr. Watts w^as advised thereof in order that 
his letters to the principal officers of the Durbar any disturb- 
mce at this proceeding might be quieted by their pretended 
attachment to the interest of the English. Mr. Watts accordingly 
acquainted the principal men of the steps w'e had taken in regard 
a man who under pretence of having a perwannah from the 
Nabob had stole into our bounds, to which representation Mr. Watts 
advised the President he received for answer that we surely had a 
^^ght to dismiss such people, and, in that or some other letter to 
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the Governour, Mr. Watts expressed that the Company would ex- 
perience and have the advantages which his intimacy and 
correspondence with the great people would bring about, and bj 
letters since from him he has inserted insisted] that Rajabullub 
would be taken into favour again and advised the rather showing 
civility to his family than anyways to distress them ; giving his 
opinion at the same time that we should be cautious and not let 
them leave Calcutta. As the protection granted Rajabullul s 
family is imputed to the private act of the President, Messrs 
Manmngham and Holwell, and the principal cause of drawing the 
Nabob and his arm} to Calcutta, it is thought far from needless 
m this place to assert that the general letter from Cossimbuzar 
never made mention of Rajabullub or his family or that the 
Nabob was offended at our treatment of Narraindass His anger 
towards us, as in those letters expressed, will hereafter appear in 
this narration and though the protection or rather the granting 
residence to that famil} was not made a publick act of Council in 
Calcutta (peril ips irom a seruple of injuring Mr Watts who had 
recommended that protection and from proceedings of the same 
nature long before practised by former governors without evil 
arising therefiom, together with being persuaded that in so 
arbitrary a government every wealth} man might be drove to seek 
the same shelter in our other European colonies, and therefore 
their true interest to hold us blameless on such accounts with the 
reigning Nabob) vet it is well known the whole gentlemen of 
Council were assembled that morning hy summons and were not 
unacquainted with the dismission of Narraindass or of the errand 
he came on, }et neither of them made any objection thereto or 
spoke of it afterwards as a proceeding the} did not assent to , nor 
can they afhrm an} restraint has ever been laid on their liberty of 
dissenting to any act that in their judgment^ might be prejudicial 
to the Companyj^affairs 

We are now arrived to about the loth of May at which time 
there was not the least surmise that our business would be impeded 
or that (as it is now affirmed) the residence of Rajabullub’s family 
in Calcutta had or would give umbrage to the government. It 
was also much doubted whether Souragud Dowlet could overcome 
the Begum's (wife of Nowarns Mahomed Cawn) forces and those 
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of her adherents who had promised her their assistance, she still 
maintaining herself in Moota Ghill and people were much divided 
in their sentiments whether the Nabob would be able to establish 
himself as he had made himself generally odious throughout the 
province, and was spoke of as a monster of cruelty, making no scruple 
of committing unparalleled ones [? crimes] in cold blood with- 
out provocation. One or two instances shall be mentioned, it was 
an inquisitiveness in him to know how a child lay in the womb and 
at his order a woman big with child was ripped up in his presence; 
another day m sport he ordered a passage^ boat to be overset that 
he might be a witness of the struggle men, women and children, 
make for the safety of their lives in time of danger. From such a 
( ruel disposition little good was to be expected, add hereto his 
oppiessueness, ambition and being intoxicated with his immense 
riches and power to commit any extravagancies though tending to 
the ruin of the whole province, and indeed it was the general wish 
of all to hear he was cut off, his assassination of Hossim Kouli 
Cdwn, Naib of Dacca'* and a worthy man, being still ripe in their 
memories with other unbounded and unjustifiable cruelties by him 
committed. At the same time he had a great share of personal 
courage which had recommended him to his army. 

Affaiis remained so long in suspence between him and the 
that Mr. Watts strenuously recommended in a letter to the 
(lovernour to protect Rajabullub’s family at all adventures, which 
had it been the prevailing notion that the Nabob was secure of a 
quiet establishment in these provinces or Mr. Watts suspecting the 
Government’s anger towards us on that account he surely would 
never have taken on him to wiite so peremptorily in those people’s 
favour, however at length with specious promises the Begum was 
prevailed upon to disband her troops and return to her allegiance, 
l^ut she paid dear for trusting to one of his treacherous disposition, 
for he no sooner had her in his power than contrary to treaty he 
'^tripped her of her immense wealth and cut off Meir Nazzerally 
who by treaty was likewise to have had a safe convoy out of his 

* Ferry-boat ^ 

He was the Naib or Deputy of Nawajis Muhammad Khan He lived, however, 
Murshidabad, and was there assassinated by Siraj-uddaula. This was the first 
of the kind committed the young Prince 
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province.^ Aga Bauba youngest son of Suffrage Cawn who was 
cut off by the late Nabob was at the same time committed to 
custody and conveyed to Dacca. 

Souragud Dowlet having thus settled affairs with the Begum to 
his entire satisfaction, was alarmed with another enemy from the 
north, the son of Monserally Cawn Vizier to the late Moguls and 
who had long been promised the dominions usurped by Alliverdy 
Cawn. The foregoing events caused Monserally’s son to march 
towards Bengal as it is said with 30,000 troops. These tidings 
dispirited Souragud Dow let’s forces w^ho were marched towards 
Rajahmall when they declared an aversencss to engage wdth troops 
imagined to be sent by order of the Grand Mogul to these pro- 
vinces, therefore the Nabob thought it more prudent to buy them 
off which it is said he did at a very large expense. From thismav 
be dated his present quiet establishment, when he arrived at 
Rajahmall about the 17th of May, in these dominions. 

On receipt of the Court of Directors’ letter per ship Dclawar we 
were acquainted there w^as great probability of a w'ar breaking out 
w'ith France and warning the settlement of Calcutta to be on their 
guard, w'orkmen w'ere immediately employed to repair and put in 
order the rampart and line of guns by the waterside; the military 
storekeeper had orders to prepare and make fit for use gun 
carriages ; a sufficient number of oxen were also procured to work 
night and day in making of gunpowder, which seeming prepara- 
tions for war came to the Nabob’s ears, who immediately wrote a 
letter to the Governour requiring that we should not only desist 
from carrying on any new works but demolish our redoubt and 
drawbridge at Perrin’s and fill up the ditch dug round the town 
when the Morattoes first invaded the country in the year I743» 
and for which w'ork we had thanks from the late Nabob as our 
town was then an asylum to many of his subjects who brought 
and sent grea^ichcs to be there deposited. This letter was on 
its receipt communicated to the Council and a reply thereto was 
prepared and forw^arded to Mr. Watts and Council with copy 
thei'eof setting forth in substance as follows : * That it gave us 
concern to observe that some enemies had advised his Excellency 

^ Mr. Law says Mir Nazar Ali was sent with much of his wealth out of Bengal, and 
that be went to Delhi, and there tried to form a party 
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without regard to truth that we were erecting new fortifications ; 
That for this century past we had traded in his dominions and had 
bctn protected and encouraged by the several Suhahs,'^ always 
having paid a due obedience to their orders; That we hoped he 
would not listen to any false representations, and that we depended 
on his fivour to protect our commerce which tended to the benefit 
of hi piovinces, as we exported the produce )t the ground in 
i turn f r bullion brought into the country , That he must have 
1)L6 n L( tiuamted of the great loss our C ompa^i) sustained by the 
( iptiiiL of Madrass by the French , Th it then now an appear- 
liul of another war breaking out between the Fn nrh nation and 
Ills wherefore we were repairing our walls whic h were in danger 
f t Ling carried away by the river and were nf)t otherways erecting 
ail) IK w works or digging any ditch.’ This ujdy Mi. Watts men- 
ti ned to be a very proper one and accordingl) forwarded it to 
til Naliob who was then at Rajahmall, on the perusal of which 
tlu iitlerncn at Cossimbu/ai wrote the President and Council 
that Souragud Dowlet flew into a great rage and ii stantly ordered 
his } nmida^s to march with all expedition to invest Cossimbuzar 
1 utor) and that he would follow with his artillery. 

I rider date the 25 th of May Mr. Watts and his Council advised 
til It a part) of three hundred horse under the comm ind of Omerbeg 
'NLre p:)liced on the factory and all business stopped, lhat orders 
1 ‘ tile same purpose were likewise issued to the several aurungs 
III I subordinate factories. We were now dail) advised of addi- 
tional forces surrounding Cossimbuzar I actory and threats from 
thi Nabob that he would make an attack uniess we strictly com- 
plied with his orders to erase our fortifications and fill up the 
ditc h, on which we again addressed Souragud Dowlet setting 
loith we are quite ignorant of the cause of his so great displeasure 
ind requested if our words were not by him credited that he would 
l^t- pleased to send some persons in whom he could confide to 
survey what works we were carrying on, and that we should obey 
Ins orders after he had a fair representation made him. This letter 
'' IS sent to Cossimbuzar in triplicates. We also forwarded 
Mr. Watts and Council two blanks to fill up with their complaints 
nf the extortions of Hookembeg and other Durbar officers as he 
' Or Suhahdarst f e , Nawabs. 
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and they should think advisable, they having wrote us thjit 
Hookembeg fomented this trouble with the Nabob. We further 
gave them liberty to insert any other circumstances they should 
themselves approve of rather than reduce the Nabob to such 
extremities as to begin an attack, but cautioned them not to men- 
tion we would demolish our fortifications, nor were these blanks 
of any avail since they were not received into the factory until 
after the Moors had obtained the possession thereof. 

To the several letters wrote the Nabob in the most mild and 
submissive terms we received no reply, which convinced us it was 
not any sum we could dare^ to give would pacify his wrath nor 
did the gentlemen at Cossimbuzar ever intimate that money was 
required; contrary thereto, the President certifies that in one 
letter he received from Mr. Watts mention was made that it was 
not money the Nabob wanted, but an implicit obedience to all his 
orders and that whoever transgressed them suffered great indignity. 

On the 3rd June a coi^sid^ arrived in twenty seven hours with a 
general letter from Cossimbuzar under date the 2nd of said month 
importing that a large artillery and the Nabob himself with a 
numerous force were encamped on the other side of the river 
opposite the factoiy and that they were erecting a battery. This 
advice made us believe no solicitations by his ministers, letters 
from us, or any gift we could offer would pacify his extreme anger 
against us. Nevertheless as it was generally believed Coja Wazeed 
had an interest with the Nabob and had ever professed himself a 
friend to the English Company, we essayed by his means to have 
the several letters we had wrote the Nabob delivered him, as we 
had some doubt whether those letters had not been impeded. 
Accordingly copies thereof w'ere prepared and sent by express 
cossids to Coja Wazeed but unfortunate for us as it then appeared 
Coja Wazeed had taken his leave of Souragud Dowlet and was 
set out from \|| |x adavad on his way to Houghley. 

In the last mentioned letter from Cossimbuzar the gentlemen 
requested we would if possible supply them with a reinforcement 
of one hundred men. This was referred to our military officers, 

* The Court of Directors had forbidden the Council to give presents to the 
Nawab. 

* A courier or messenger. 
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we having previously acquainted them that the number of forces 
then surrounding the factory was upwards of 3000 horse and foot, 
and that the Nabob with 8000 forces and a train of artillery were 
encamped opposite the factory. To this the several military 
officers gave in as their unanimous opinion it was impracticable 
throwing in any assistance in such circumstancts, and at a time 
of yL2LT when the river from Nudea to Cossimljiizar was fordable 
ill many places,' and that any forces we could send would 
undoubtedly be much annoyed by the se\eral chowkeys^ in the 
pr^ssage up, and to oppose a body of horse and force their way 
into the factory they esteemed quite impracticable and a great 
risque of having those recruits reinforcements] entirely cut off 
or made prisoners, and that such a detachment would also too 
nukh weaken our own garrison, as it was then rumoured the 
Nabob his design was to march to Calcutta could he obtain by 
v-onquest our factory at Cossimbuzar. These reasons swayed our 
opinions and we replyed by the quickest dispatch that it appeared 
to us an impossibility the sending with any safety the reinforce- 
ment they required, not doubting but with the men they had, 
)oined with the peons and buxerries belonging to their factory, they 
would be able to make a vigorous resistance if the Nabob his 
I ash ness carried him so far as to make an attack upon the factory, 
‘ind that as the rainy season was nigh advanced"* we deemed they 
would be capable to maintain the factory and tire the Nabob and 
his forces out, especially as Omerbeg the first jemidar placed on 
the factory had behaved with civility and suffered them to lay in 
provision. 

Here it wdll not be improper to observe that on or about the 
^oth of May Mr. Watts advised the President that our Settlement 

Calcutta had been represented to Souragud Dowlet as a place 

no defence, of immense wealth and could with great ease be 
r'omjuered. Therefore advised that we should immediately raise as 
niciny forces as we could and strengthen ourselves with the utmost 
^"^pedition. This intelligence prompted the Governour immediately 

This means that boats could not pass up, and that troops would have to go by 
land— an impossibility for a small European force in a hostile country and in tbo 
lifUtest season of the year 

t*osts or stations for the levy of tolls on merchandize. 

The Rains begin about the middle of June 
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to issue his order to Commandant M inchin to raise as many 
souldiers as possible and each man that enlisted was to have a 
gratuity of twenty rupees. We likewise ordered Mr. Holwell to 
entertain a number of buxerrtes, advanced the pay of our labourers 
and began to lay in a stock of provisions ; all cossids were ordered 
to bring every letter received and dispatched to the President to 
be by him read in the presence of those persons to whom the> 
were subscribed or who had WTote such letters, this precaution we 
found was attended w’ith the intent w'c had to prevent our hidden 
enemies and crafty great men from advising the Nabob and hiz 
officers of every minute transaction which passed in Calcutta, as 
at this time every labourer was emplo}ed and the greatest effoits 
made to fortify ourselves in the best manne^r a small space of time 
w'ould allow of. 

From the receipt of the last general letter to the 7th June we 
had not any ad\ice fiom our gentlemen at Cossiinbuzar, owing to 
the Nabob his stiict orders being com^died w'ith to stop all intelli- 
gence from that quarter, how’ever on the 6th June on Sunday night 
a report was handed from Chandernagoie that our factory was 
taken by the Moors and Mr. Watts conducted to the Nabob with 
his hands bound. This intelligence did not gain credit in Calcutta 
as our last advices expressed a resolution among the gentlemen 
there, who had in gariison about lift} Europeans under the com- 
mand of a Lieutenant and sufficiently provided wuth cannon and 
stores. But as such a tiding was not altogether to be passed o\ei 
in silence the Governour summoned a Council early the next 
morning and communicated the purport of what he had heard to 
the gentlemen thereof. The military Captains w’ere ordered to 
attend when w'e termed this meeting a Council of war and 
ordered that Messrs. Synison and O'Hara engineers jointly with 
our Commandant and other officers to draw out a plan of defence 
for the place Jjtid inhabitants of Calcutta against the irruption of 
the Moors, wmo as they w^ere numerous was at first imagined to 
re(juire an extensive line. 

The engineers and officers in pursuance of this order surveyed 
the place and delivered their opinion thereon, which was to con- 
tract the hnes into a narrower compass than was at first intended 
that our posture of defence might be the sooner compleated. 
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Their proposition was that instant ordered to be set about and 
every white inhabitant furnished what materials they had to finish 
the work as soon as hands could perform it. 

At TO in the morning the 7th June we received a letter from 
i\diian Bisdom Esq., Director of Houghly accompanied with 
.mother from Mr. Collet, second of Cossimbu/.ar, certifying that 
tht I n^lish factory there was in the Mf')ors’ possession. This 
news ( .lused an inexpressible consternation amongst us as we 

h. id .dwd\s been of opinion that the fort at Cossimbuzar was in 
110 dingier from a Mor^rs army, and confirmed fherein from the 
j)ositi\ cTicss of Mr. Grant, who had been officf 1 there and who 
(CTtilied at the Doard that there was not any i aiise to apprehend 
tilt Nabol)’s forces could conquer and take possession thereof if 
niii nun bchavt'd with resolution, and that it was a place he 

liniild have no doubt of maintaining with the same number of 

i. H II ilk II at the factory with the guns and stores. 

i lie certain intelligence of the capture of our fort at Cossim- 
hii/.'i .ind of Souragud Dowlet’s intention to proceed directly to 
^ akutta made us st'riously *to consider what defence we could 
ni.ikc for the reception of an enemy who were fiushed with hopes 
th it llu'y might obtain by ciaftiness and deceit as easy a surrender 
of (iiir capital settlement in Bengal, nothing near so defensible 
and labouring under a variety of disad\antages from its situation. 
Ac(oidingly we again sent for the C'ommandant and officers to 
iinjuire into the state of our garrison, who reported that there 
upwards of seventy men sick in the hospital and quarters 
•Old on parties up and down the river twenty-five. That the 
rem.under were chiefly Portugueze consisting of about one 
himdrcd eighty, exclusive of the artillery company. 

In pursuance to our last resolution of contracting our lines the 
^‘ngineers threw' up three batteries in the principal avenues of the 
town, one to the eastw'ard adjoining to the Mayor’s Court House 
and running cross that road to the Park^ on which were mounted 
Bno guns, one nine pounder and one six pounder with an embra- 
‘'Ure pointing to the southward down the Rope Walk for another 
hUn in case 'the enemy made an irruption there; another battery 

' Also called the Lai Bagh. Later known as Tank Square, and now called 
I>alhousie Square. 
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was erected to the southward of the town, close to the house of 
Mr. Burrow, running across that road with the same number and 
weight of guns ; the third battery guarded the northward avenues 
and ran across the road from Mr. Griffith’s house to the waterside 
on which were mounted tw'o six pounders. These were the only 
guns ready on the occasion having none of heavier metal mounted 
on good carriages. The small avenues behind these three batteries 
were defended by breastworks and intervening spaces were left to 
be defended by the walls of the houses. A raveliiie was likewise 
thrown up before the front^ gate of our factory. The several 
roads were likewise cut through and bridges broke dowm. This 
was thought to be the best defence that could be made at so short 
a warning. 

To strengthen our garrison we immediately recal](‘d the several 
subordinates of Dacca, Jugdea, and Ballasore, directing the 
gentlemen there to ])roceed to Calcutta with all exp)edition if 
they could get through the Nabob’s forces with all their military 
stores, treasure, and books, leaving the charge of the several 
factories under care of their head peons. 

The 7th June in the evening the militia w'crc under arms and 
w'ere ordered to attc'ud early on the parade the next morning in 
order that the s^‘veral commissions should be read and they 
properly formed into companies. The numbers which appeared 
amounted to upwards of two hundred and lifty, about one hundred 
of them were Kuroiieans, part of wdiom were called off their duty 
in the shipping and could not w^ell be reckoned as Militia. The 
remainder were country-born Portugueze and Armenians. 

A commission of Colonel was granted Mr. Manningham, Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Mr. l^rankland ; Captains’ commission Messrs. 
Holwell, Macket and Mapletoft;- Lieutenants’ Messrs. Holme, 
Wedderburn, Court and Sumner; Ensigns’ Messrs. Coales, Bald- 

rick, Douglas j^d Dumbleton. The military promotions were as 

follow^s Lieutenant Smith made Captain-Lieutenant ; Captain 
Grant made Adjutant General, Lieutenant Talbot Adjutant, Mr. 
O’Hara Lieutenant of the Train. The several commissions being 
delivered the militia were formed into three companies. But 

^ The eastern gate, facing inland. 

^ The Rev. Mr. Mapletoft was appointed Captain-Lieutenant. 
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finding the Portugueze and Armenians extremely awkward at 
thtMr arms it was judged proper that one company should consist 
entirely of Europeans and all the care possible was taken for dis- 
ciplining those new troops that the time would allow of, they 
being constantly trained morning and evening in a body until it 
was found necessary to form the several dispositions at the three 
b.iitories. It is necessary to observe here that riany Company’s 
u)\MKLritcd servants and young gentlemen in the Settlement 
uUeied as volunteers in the military, doing duty in every respect 
a. rominon soiildiers and always expressing a forwardness to be 
St lit on command, a spirit shewn never sufficic'ntly to be com- 
iiK'iuiod. This was no small weakening to the militia as these 
\ tiling gentlemen had for some time past been planning a scheme 
I'll foiining themselves into a military body with officers of their 
II ( iuisingd But as that plan was not complcatcd the Governour 
and < ouncil did not think proper to give their assents to it as 
till \ thought they might be more serviceable another way. 

d'lu pDsture of defence concluded on being thus set forth, it 
iiitnrally occurs that particular nfention should be made in what 
nianner the Nabob obtained possession of Cossimbu/ar Factory 
\^hK li was on the 4th of June," and shall now be set down in 
^lessts. Watts and Collet their owm words penned in a h)ul draft 
a letter which came to hand the 15th of said month, advising 
tliat under several dates they had wTote that the factory was 
"'Uriounded by the Nabob’s forces; That on the 2nd of June the 
uliolr army except those wdiich remained w'ith the Nabob who 
'^a.s expected in the evening were encamped round them with a 
train of artillery and that the Nabob had repeated his orders 
b’ attack them unless the chief would quit his fent and come to 
bmi, on w hich they wrote to Koydoolub who w'as to commarld 
attack and who replied that he would conduct the chief to 
dll' Nabob and that he might rest secured no harm should h^ippen 
b' liim and to confirm what he had wrote he sent him two beetles 
‘^vhich is a token of friendly acts) ; That as they could not expect 

' I Ins was done after the recapture of Calcutta The first commander of this 
^ -mj nf volunteers was Mr. Rider. He was killed in the short war with the Dutch 

The actual delivery of the Fort appears to have been on this d^.te, but Mr. Watts 
to the Nabob’s camp on the 2nd. 
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to hold out long against an army reported then to consist of 
20,000 horse and 30,000 foot the whole factory concluded and 
thought it adviseable for the Chief to go as the only means to 
prevent the factory being plundered and the Company’s effects 
sci;ted at the several subordinates and aurungs, also to retard if 
not prevent the Nabob’s (‘xpedition to Calcutta; That on Mr. 
Watts being introduced to the Nabob he was called a gcmm (or 
robber) and w’as ordered into immediate confinement and oldigid 
to sign an obligation that the President and Council of Calcutta 
should fill up the ditch and le\el tludr works in fifteen days, and 
that if it could be proved we had granted ihi^iiuks to particul.ir 
merchants w’e should reimburse* the loss the Ch)vcrnment had 
sustained in their duties; That the next da\ tin* Nabob sent for 
Messis. Colli't and Batson t(r ^>ign hktwisi* the obligation, but on 
their arrival the\ were likewise conhneel and no further mention 
made thereof; Tiiat tlu da\ following the Nabob ordere‘d them to 
give up their guns and ammunition which thc‘y consented to, 
hoping that would pacif\ him, and Mr. Colkt was sent to the 
factoiy to delwLi* them and was deliveimg tlum when he was 
again demanded to the cam]) and Mr. Batson sent to the factoi\ ; 
That the abovt* jitiitic iilais thew write by ordc i of Ro}dooliib and 
that the Nabob was mauhmg dtiwai with his w^hole force de- 
termined U) attack C alcutta unless wt coinplic d with his demands 
w'hich were then vei\ exorbitant, not less than a covorc of rupees, 
the demolishing our woiks and the delivering up his tenants with 
all their wealth; That the\ ( annot be ceitaiii what Souragud 
Dow'lcts intentions aic, whether to dri\e us out of the countr) or 
to have a sum of money ; That Ro^doolub told them the French 
and Dutch had given obligations to assist the Nabob. This is 
the purport of a letter brought us by a strange peon ; other circum- 
stances have been transmitted which we shall here enumerate and 
one in parti^fclar, to serve as a cover to the Nabob’s treacherous 
behaviour and to amuse us, was the entire substance of a letter 
fre^m Mr. Watts and his Council setting forth that Souragud 
Dowlet was particularly disgusted at the new' redoubt and draw- 
bridge erected at Baagbazar on the plan of Colonel Scot and at 
an Octagon built at Mr. Kelsall’s garden which was represented 
to him as a strong fortification. On receipt of that letter the 
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bndf^e was taken up and we replied that if the pulling down of 
the Octagon would be satisfactory it should be immediately set 
about, and we had some hopes that any small compliance on our 
side to the Nabob’s commands was a pretence by him sought for 
to letire from out factory at Cossimbu;iar with a .^ood grace. 

\ft( r Mr. Batson had delivered the guns and amniunition to the 
Mo<m^ the Treiisury and warehouses were scaled up and the 
J.S ntli mi n and souldiers w'ere made prisoners. 'md a few' days 
.ittii wire carried to Muxadavad; Mrs. Wilts and her children 
\\iii‘ Sint to the I'rench factory and a receipt was exacted from 
till I lei.ch Chief for the redelivering of them wb' 11 demanded. 

Oiir further resolutions and proceedings on ibi 7th June were 
follow and it was priiuariK thought advisoable to wTite to the 
blench and Dutch Governours and Councils rcijuiiing their assist- 
mci vig unst this rash Nabob w'hom w'c thought ought to be looked 
on a a common enemy to the several European nations. The 
11 pK we received from the Dutch w'as lh<Lt the} had positive 
oI(lcr'>^ liom their superiors t(x be ncaiter in any ijuarreis or dispute 
vMth the Government and other nations, that they were only placed 
ni l>cng<d as mei chants and could not afford us any assistance. 

I 111 I'lench replied they were ready to enter into a defensive 
‘illi.iiice but that their garrison w'as very weak and they should 
f ’o much expose themselves by sending us assistance at a time 
} also expected the extravagant temper of the Nabob would 
d< Icnnine him to make an attack on Chandernagore, A second 
i< tter was wrote the French acquiescing with their proposal of a 
defensive alliance, but affairs now coming to a crisis and the 
Nabob his near approach put it out of our power to conclude on 
‘U tides and put that scheme in execution. In this second letter 
required the French to assist us with two large ships but even 
diat request was denied nor did they furnish us at our desire any 
of ammunition. In reply to the Dutch letter the President 
‘Uid Council formally protested against them but wdth no better 
i^uccess. We had already by five conveyances dispatched letters 
Madrass and Vizagapatam informing the gentlemen there of our 
situation, peremptorily demanding a strong reinforcement of men 
^^ith ammunition and other warlike stores which we now repeated 
our advice to them of the loss of Cossimbuzar factory, and 
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requested that the purport of our letter might be communicated 
to the Admiral, giving them a hint that upwards of 600 men had 
been detained on the Coast ^ since the year 1752, during their 
troubles, which were sent out by the Company to recruit our 
Settlement. This stoppage of our men as also firearms together 
with a large body of Europeans we had sent to their relief at the 
close of last war will account for our having been so barren of 
Europe military. Their numbers will be hereafter specified, and 
here it is to be remarked that our garrison at the Subordinates 
w’ere most of them Europeans. Tlie President forwarded to 
Mr. Pigot copies of such letters he had received from Mr. Watts 
which were most circumstantial to inform of our situation with 
the Nabob and \\c also wTote to the Prc'sidency of Bombay. 

The evening of the 7th June Soo Babboo, Coja Wazud’s duafu 
came to Calcutta by older from his master and brought with him 
three original letters w’hich Soiiragud Dow let had wTOte Wazud 
from Rajahmaul, Muxadavad and in his w'ay to attack us, trans- 
late of which letters will be annexed to this narrative and they arc 
now particularly referred to the perusal thereof, convinced us that 
the Nabob had thrown off all regard for the prosperity of his 
provinces, and that he listened to no advice offered him by any 
of his prime ministers or principal merchants and shroffs'^ as our 
destruction must inevitably bring on ruin to his country. It was 
also given out that he w’as determined to extirpate the French and 
Dutch after he had drove out the English. The purport of those 
letters referred to wall bear this intiTpretation that no late act 
committed by the Pmglish has been the real cause of the troubles 
they are now involved in, but as expressed in the Nabob’s first 
letter an obstinate resolution to expel them his dominions. How- 
ever we had some idea that if a fair opportunity w'as given Souragud 
Dowlet he miuld retract his severe threats, and to afford him a 
favourable evasion imagining Coja Wazud’s dnan w^as sent partly 
to obtain a condescension on our parts and to make his master 
appear interested to our Employers,^ we agreed to wTite him to 
the following effect ‘ That w'e always esteemed him as our friend 

* Madras, or Fort Saint George, was ordinarily referred to as the ‘ Coast/ Bengal 
as the ‘ Bay ’ 

^ Bankers. 


* The Court of Directors. 
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anri patron with the Government and gave to his decision the 
present difference actuated by our enemies even in our own Settle- 
ment, (Soo Habboo having privately acquainted the Governour that 
Omichund had been assisting to draw the Nabob’s anger on us, 
and which information the President made known to Messrs. 
Manningham, Frankland, Holwell and others of his Council), 
with which letter Coja Wazud's dttan was immediately returned 
to his master carrying with him another letter for the Nabob 
winte in the most submissive terms and arnuainting him w’e had 
iffcrroil an accommodation to Coja Wa/nd. Tins concluded the 
jirocfcdings of this day. 

'Phe ntmo'^t diligence was now used fo tinish our batteries, 
r i\f‘lin, and outworks, providing quantities of provision, exercising 
our militia and preparing in every respect to stand a siege ; in 
sindine spies by different ways to li'arn the motions of the Nabob 
ami how his army stood affected. The reports brought us were 
that he was marching hastily towards C'alciitta with an army 
I onsisting of hfty thousand men horse and foot, 150 elephants, and 
a niiinhcr of camels w'ith the greatest part of the cannon he had 
taken at Cossiinbuzar wdth 25 Europeans as gunners and upwards 
of joo Portugueze. It cannot be said that this report depressed 
the brave resolution w'hich was shewn to defend to the last our 
h\cs, liberty and fortunes, and in proof of our steadiness to oppose 
the enemy as much as possible three vessels and a detachment 
were ordered to attempt taking possession of Tannahs fort, ‘at 
which place we heard a body of men w^ere arrived with sorne 
artillery and that the Moors intended to raise a fortification in 
order to impede our ships, vessels, and boats passing and repassing, 
and to cut off all supplies of provision coming up the river. We 
so far succeeded in this first attempt as to drive away the small 
forces which were then arrived, spiked and threw into the river 
seven of their cannon, burnt what houses were prepared for the 
shelter of part of the Nabob his army, and broke down part of 
the embrasures, but it not being in our power to maintain that 
place on account of the small number of forces we had, the 
military were recalled and the ships Dadley, Prince George and 
Lively grabb^ were ordered to remain there, which they did until 
1 Arab word for a galley. 
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the 15th June when a bod\ of upwards of 2,000 men and 15 pieces 
of cannon arrived, on which those vessels being of no farther use in 
that station they were recalled and we found we had lost some men 
and others wounded All Moors bo its were ordered to be stopped 
and we brought up to town two ships that earned their colours 
The loth of June CojaWazud s duan made us another \isit from 
Houghl} and presented a letter from his master to the Governour 
to this purport that with our appro\ il he would have a me ting 
with the Nabob, who then was ad\ meed to Kisn igur, and use his 
interest to stop his progr ss it the sime time id\ised us not to 
be amused but to strengthen oursehes with as much expedition as 
possible 1 his second message led us to im igim affairs would be 
accommodated, howe\ei we did not slacken the preparitions 
concluded on to rccei\( the \ ibob s it tick but ip})io\ed by letter 
what Coja W i/ud h id proposed \ detachment of 10 mihtir\ 
and five voluntceis were it night orddcd to go up the river is fai 
as Sooksoor (half wa} to Houghl}) b\ be it of drum and to return 
without any noise This ciuscd i w,reat iliim, as was intended 
to the people inh ibiting the banks of the river, and the report 
flew that the hnghsh were on their wa\ to attack Roughly, which 
threw them into the utmc st confusion and before the next night 
2,000 horse arrived to their assist ince from the advanced party of 
the Nabob’s army leidv t ) drop down thiough the expedition thev 
came with \ irict) of intelligence now w is brought us by the 
spies we had sent to different pirts some declaring the Nabob’s 
forces seemed averse to idvance iny further, others quite contra 
dictory that they were exulting in their c imp and had this 
encouragement given them th it the plunder of the town should be 
their own property , Tint 1 granary w is preparing about seventeen 
miles from Calcutt i and that orders were issued to make a passage 
over Golgaut Aw//«, about five miles distance from us, in order to 
transport can||pn to Bougbuggee, situated by the river side thirteen 
miles below Calcutta, lhat the Rajah of Budwan and every 
pnncipal jemtdars were ordered to join Souragud Dow let’s forces 
and strict orders were given that wc should not by any ways or 
means be supplied with necessaries of life. Such intelligence 
made us conclude that no entreaty could stop the progress of the 
Nabob his march. 
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On Friday the iith June having received certain intelligence 
that the Nabob had crossed the rivers of Kisnagur with a great 
number of cannon it was resolved that a general review should be 


hid of our whole force the next morning In 

Older to make the 

necessary disposition of them at the bitteries 

ind m the 1 for 

tins purpose it was judged necessir> that lh Militia Adjutant 
sh 111 1 receive orders from Captain Grant, Adjutant Genii il, and 
til IK t morning theie appeared under arms is f illows — 

Military (of these not abo\e 45 Furopeans'^ 

180 

\ lunteers Lure pe ins) 

50 

M 1 tiA (1 ui ipeans) 

60 

Militii (Armt.ni ins md 1 01 1 ij.,ue/e 

150 

Aitillci) (Luiopeins 

33 

\ oluntcers (consisting )f se i t Hi eis nr ’ 1 

rtujjUe/e 

helmsnici ) 

40 

llus wen the forces to be di'^posed to receive the attack of the 

N 1 b his irm\ md were marched off the parade in the following 

in innei To the Court House Battery 


Militai) 

30 

\ oluntters 

20 

1 uropc in Militia 

20 

\rtillcr> 

8 


98 

uider the command of Captains Clayton and 
sub iltern ofheers To the Southern Battery 

Holwell with three 

Military 

50 

Voluntecis 

20 

European Militia 

20 

Aitillery 

8 



under the Command of Captains Buchanan 
three subalterns. To the Northern Battery 

and Mackett with 

Military . 

30 

Volunteers 

10 

European Militia 

20 

Artillery . 

8 


68 
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under the command of Captain-Lieutenants Smith and Mapletoft 
with three subalterns. 

For Garrison duty in the fort were allotted the Armenian and 
Portuguese Militia consisting of about one hundred and fifty with 
25 Military commanded by the remaining subaltern officers. 

The remaining 25 Military were posted at the Redoubt of Baap 
Bazar under the command of Ensign Paccard. As it was expected 
the enemies forces would attempt their first passage there the re- 
maining part of the Artillery Company were destined for the service* 
of the Fort and Laboratory and 20 of them and their Volunteers 
were ordered to be ready to march with the seven field pieces at 
a moment’s warning. 

As related in the foregoing paragraph was the disposition of 
our small forces, and during the time of their remaining at the 
batterys the Military and Militia were disciplined together in 
the most useful part of the exercise. Additional pay was offered 
to lascarii^ who could have been of great service in working the 
large guns. The coolcys"' pay was increased as an encouragement to 
keep them from flight and that our works should be compleated. 
The Military and Militia w^ere allowed diet money and promises 
of future reward (in case we overcame our enemies of which 
w’e believe no man doubted at least until we could be supplied 
wuth a reinforcement from the Coast of Coromandel). Having 
thus mentioned the disposition of our troops, it is time now to 
give some account of our military stores and fortifications that 
it may be judged what situation we were in those respects to 
endure a siege. 

First then our guns on the bastions when we first heard of the 
Nabob his approach were in general in such bad order that scarce 
a carriage was to be depended upon, nor had we a carriage small 
or gre^t fit to be drawm out to any of pur batteries except two 
field pieces s|| pounders, expecting Colonel Scott his indent to 
Europe for trucks 6:c. materials would be complied with. To 
remedy this defect all possible diligence was used and both English 
and country carpenters were employed night and day in that 
service and besides the guns mounted at the batteries we had 
several others in a short time on our bastions in a good condition. 

® Porters or labourers. 


^ Indian sailors. 
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With regard to warlike stores we were in a very bad plight, few 
cannon cartridges or shells being filled or fitted with fuze that 
could be depended upon, neither had we any quantity of grape 
shot fit for service, what stores had been formerly prepared being 
rendered in a great degree useless from the da-iips of the climate 
and vermin,^ but these defects were remedied by the constant 
labour of those employed in the Laborator\. and our women 
dilig( iitly employed themselves ir making ( annon cartridges. 
'The most mortifying circumstance we Inlv^ured under was the 
srn ill quantity of gunpowder we had in garrison, not exceeding 
se\'n hundred viaundsy great part of that d imp, but this was 
i htger ballance than we have had nuruemg for some years 
jn-it, and it is an impossibility in the Rain^ to preserve it good. 
Our foi titicatioiis were very dis.id\antagLOUs to endure a long 
sH gL, )ur parapet being greatly too low to cover our men, neither 
<H Id we get labourers to bring sand bags or cotton bales to raise 
tlu m (those kind of people hourly deserting and carrying their 
families inland). The w'alj of our parapet not above three feet 
thick and the embrasures so huge as to expose our men greatly 
on thi bastions to small arms. Besides which we were so closely 
Mirrounded on all sides by the Church and upper room houses 
which commanded our whole parapet and bastions that our men 
could not stand [on] them with any security but were liable to be 
f icked off one by one by the enemy who compleatly overlooked 
us on all sides as we found afterwards to be the case. 

The black merchants and inhabitants*-^ were greatly terrified 
‘it the near approach of Souragud Dowlet’s army sending their 
women and effects to different parts of the country. They had 
before been sent for and ordered to erect futtocks in different 
‘streets of the Black Town,^ but they are such a niggardly race 
of people that we gained no assistance or strength to the place 
from any of those whose great -great -grandfathers had enjoyed the 
protection of our flag under which they accumulated what they 
^vere now" possessed of. We should do injustice not to distinguish 

I robably refers to white ants 

I am told the term hahiian’s is still used by the French Canadians to describe 
‘lie country settlers 

This term was commonly used in India for the native quarter. There is now no 
■^uch absolute distinction between the portions occupied by Europeans and natives 
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the spirit shewn by Govindram Metre who employed several hands 
at his part of the town by Baag Bazar in felling down trees and 
cutting through the loads to break the enemy’s passage, stopped 
up the small avenues leading into our town, and destroyed man} 
houses where the enem^ might ha\e obtained shelter. 

On the izth June a letter was brought us from Messr's. Watts 
and Collet from the opposite side of Houghl\ informing the} were 
then with the van of the Nabob his arm\, who then talked ver} 
high, and hoped wc would consider them as the\ had been betia}ed 
into that conhneinent b\ going to see the Nabob, induced thereto 
by fair promises, imagining b} that step to ha\e prevented the 
Compan} s effects being plundered I hat the} did not think proper 
to write more as the> were in doubt whether an\ letters could 
arrive safe Ihis cert un news of the eneni} being so ni^h 'it 
hand made us conclude the several pretexts of Coja W azud s 
duans errinds were fallacious ind that he was i secret enemv 
under pretence ef using his endeivours to accomniod ite matters 
and stop the pre ^^less i)f the Nabob his arm} Mr \\ itts when at 
Cossimbuzar made nuntion tint he Coja W a/ud was not unsus 
pected being in instigator to the troubles which were then in 
agitation Hereup in oui foices vveie told to repair to their 
quarters expecting sm ill parties would endeavour to anno> us, 
and fiom the foicg iing ciicumst inc( s we could not expect b> any 
means to appe ise the wrath of the Nabob or to ret ird his motions, 
therefore we had nothing left but to appear undaunted at the 
approach of an armv consisting, of 65,000 effective men, horse and 
foot besides a tiain of artilleiv and elephants ind camels, hoping 
we should be able to repulse them on the hrst attack and throw 
such a fear into the Moors as to make them cautious how they 
again attempted oui lines It was essayed to draw from the 
Nabobs army the sever \1 Europeans an^i Portugueze by apphea 
tion in w riti^ from the priests who by three letters represented 
to them how contrary it was to Christiani*-y their taking arms m 
the service of the Moors against Christians, with threats from those 
priests unless they quitted the evil way they were in and came to 
our assistance where they would be received into pay. These 
letters were sent to the Nabobs camp to be delivered the first 
Christian could be met with. On receipt thereof they declared 
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tlicic was no means left for them to escape, that had they been 
Ix^fore advised of the offence they were committing they could 
possibl} have found an opportunity of coming over to us. 

The utmost care was taken that no spies should be harboured 
within our town and several were taken upon uspicion of coming 
fioin the Nabob’s camp. Omichund having been suspected that 
h« li ul engaged with the Government against t»ur interest, a strict 
( \ t w IS kept to sei^e on any letters that came to him and it having 
In in observed that a small boat had for two days past been seen 
issing to and fro, a reward was offered to any i i.rson that secured 

I 1 1 , which was accordingly done the ijth of [line and the people 
wi T( brought up, who denied they had ai'\ Kt‘< is for any person, 

’ t after ha\ing rccei\ed punishminit tin v confessed there were 
two K ttt rs hid in the boat directed to Oriiu bund fiorn Rogeram 
tin 7V( iisdar of Midnajioor and principal sp} to the Nabob, which 
N in pciused and contained the following circumstances, ‘That 

II w jultl ho piiident for him Omichund to secure his effects in the 
I" "I iininner he could, at ^the same time he dtmanded a sum of 
ninin\ due to him and particularly desired that all effects he had 
in ( al( ntta might be sent out of the Settlement and assured him 

his fiiendship.’ These letters were wrote in a language scarce 
a II V one in the pLice could read but Omichuiid's dependants, one 
' f whom had the explanation of them.^ The caution used to 
iu\tnt these letters being seized gave strong suspicion that 
^biiichund held further secret correspondence and was engaged 
I'l the interest of Souragud Dowlet and that not without good and 
sufficient grounds founded on the favour which had been for these 
four ^ears past shewm him by the late and present Nabob, it being 
«L known truth, that two years ago he was offered the Nabobship 
<>1 Poorenia, and a few days past obtained a perwannah giving him 
tlie same grants and privileges as enjoyed by Juggetseat, which 
j^rant he endeavoured to conceal. This together with the chief 
piovision of the Company’s investment being taken out of his 
liands and his treacherous dealing with Rajabullub’s family will 
've think convince any man that he was deeply engaged to bring 
about our ruin and to enrich the Nabob in order to save his own 
^'ealth and interest with him, a base ingratitude not with any 
^ Omichund was not a Bengali, but an up-country man. 
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degree of patience to be thought of and which were the motives 
that determined the President to order him into immediate con- 
finement in the fort and a guard of twenty military to his house 
that his effects might not be carried away. His brother-in-law 
Huzzeroomull hearing of the confinement of Omichund concealed 
himself among the women for that night but w’as apprehended the 
next morning by our souldiers on his Huzzeroornull's servants 
firing on them from the windows, on which he [? they] cut off his 
left hand and, though it is not materially to the purpose yet it 
ought not to be passed over in silence, the amazing resolution 
shown by Juggernaut the commander of Omichund’s pco 7 is on 
this occasion, who seeing his master imprisoned killed thirteen 
women and three children with his catary^ and afterwards set his 
own house on fire, where was believed were deposited several 
letters. On our souldiers being attacked by the servants in 
Ornichund's house they entered therein and found several firearms 
and cutlasses la\'ing about and two small rooms were filled there- 
with which the military had broke open as Captain-Lieutenant 
Smith informed the Governour. This may serve as a glaring proof 
that we had a enemy situated cLise by our outlines furnished with 
warlike stores to supply the Moors. At night Mr. Holwell sent 
word to the factory that Kissendass, son to Rajabuilub, had 
prepared to make his escape and had t\\ ice attempted to force his 
passage through the guard that was placed on his habitation, on 
which military was sent to secure him. He and his attendants 
were brought to the factory the 14th June in the morning. This 
step was pursued to secure his and family’s presence before the 
Nabob if that would have been assisting to moderate his passion. 

At noon the 14th June our spies brought us word that a division 
of the Nabob’s army were encamped nigh Barrasut, fifteen miles 
distance, and that a small party had been seen at Dumduma 
about seven 4||iJes distance. A letter was also received from a 
renegade Frenchman addressed to the President and Council 
who informed them that through various misfortunes he had 
been obliged to take service with the Moors where he had obtained 
an honourable title, signing himself Le Marquis de Saint Jacques, 
and, as ht flattered himself by having the command of the Nabob 

* Dagger. 
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his artillery that he was in no small favour, he doubted not but by 
his interest he should be able to make an advantageous peace if he 
had our authority for so doing and that he was extremely pleased 
to hear from Mr. Renault, the French Director at Chandernagore, 
that we were in amity. Copy of this letter the President trans- 
mitted to Mr. Renault, who replied thereto that this Monsieur 
Saint Jacques had been an officer and was turned out of Pondicherry 
with di'.j^race, that he had likewise committed great enormities at 
Chandernagore and was a flighty hair brained man not in the 
hast to be depended on or regarded. When thi'. answer came to 
hand it \vas imagined sending a reply to his off i of service could 
1 () ways prejudice our cause but might oe a means of drawing 
him, tho bmropeans and Portugue/e under his command, over to 
oui sick*, wherefore he was wTote to the fijllowang purport that we 
weie highly sensible of his offer of service but it was not in our 
]» wer to stipulate any terms to be made the Nabob as we were 
‘jiiitc Ignorant of the cause which brought his army against us or 
“t his expectations; that in recompense for his, Monsieur Saint 
J.u.jiies’, good will towards us we assured him a kind reception 
^Mth the Europeans and Portugueze under his command, and that 
d ht‘ thought proper to bring them off with him he should have 
110 occ.isioii to complain of our ingratitude. No reply to this 
h'ttcj coming to hand made us doubtful whether or not it reached 
Monsieur Saint Jacques. A further infoimation w'e received that 
this said reiiegado had been dispatched at the head of 200 horse to 
the Dutch and French factories demanding from them in the 
Nabob s name assistance of sloops, ships, cannon and ammuni- 
tion, with threats, if they refused, to invest their factories on his 
tuin from Calcutta, and we were told by a spy that a quantity 
gunpowder was landed by the French at Banquebazar. 

A report prevailing at Roughly that we had confined Coja 
azud’s duan occasioned his sending the Governour a letter by 
cossid desiring in short terms we would send Omichund (whom he 
h‘Mrd was at our call) or some other person to the Nabob in 
<uir behalf. This was looked on as chiefly intending to obtain 
^^michund his releasement, therefore it was concluded to make 
this reply that we had before at Coja Wazud’s request submitted 
the Company’s affairs with the Government to his management. 
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that sending Omichund or anyone else to the Nabob after his 
having offered to espouse our cause we did not see could avail 
anything in our behalf, therefore as we had before entrusted him 
to accommodate all differences between the Nabob and us we still 
relied on his influence to extricate us from Souragud Dowlct s 
heavj displeasure Having brought down our situation to this 
time we shall now resume the account of our militarv transictions 
The 14th June we ippointed three held officers, , Colonel 
M innmgham, Licuten int Colons 1 Frankland, and Commandant 
Minchin each to take his da> in four ind to visit the out batteries 
now compleated to leceue all reports and issue orders from th 
President and Adjutant General Mr Mannin^ham at this tim 
seeing the Governour w is fulK employed ind attentivelv engaged 
for the prosperity of the settlement, voliintarv offered to under 
take the charj^e of the M irine v\hich was consented to l\ 
minute in Council and applicition on that branch was hereafter te 
him pplied and his ordeis fallowed 

hrequent darms of the near approach of the enemy mide is 
resohe to make as clear x passage is we could to oppos( th 
attack for v\hi( h puipose we set hre to ill the straw houses within 
our Lines, which hie S])reid itself to a mueh gieater distance 
Our to(lc)Sylasca 7 S and sc i\ nits now deserted us The Portugue/c 
and Armenian women with then slaves now hlled all the houses 
adjacent to the factory, and the i6th June in the evening our own 
women were cilled into the fort, the ilarm signal being made 
whieh was three guns hred at i minute s distance from the 
north east bastion Great resolution was still shewn by ever) 
individual and we were as we thought sufhciently prepared t) 
hold out against the Moois until we could have further supplies 
of men and ammunition from the Coast, which we expected to 
arrive about the loth August, though we should be obliged to keep 
the fort, haling lam in a quantity of rice, wheat and biscuit with 
other provisions under our commands within the Lines. 

To the period of time the i6th of June at half past one in the 
afternoon we were not disturbed with the noise of our enemies 
cannon, when we received an alarm that an advanced party of the 
enemy, consisting of 4,000 men and some artillery, were attempting 
a passage at Baagbazar and that they had raised a battery 0 
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eight pieces of cannon to play on the redoubt. On this advice it 
was thought proper to reinforce Ensign Paccard’s party and 
accordingly a detachment under the command of Lieutenant 
Hlagg^\lth two held pieces were ordered to march to his relief 
uith the utmost expedition. The cannon of the enemy played 
( hicih on one of the two sloops which lay bef )re the redoubt and 
killed hvc men. On the appioach of our ht Id pieces the enemy 

0 n ceased their bring, attempting only U gaul us with their 
inns juetry by keeping theinseKes concealed bchini bushes and as 
liMlc exposed as possible. Here w( lost Air. Thoresby^ one of the 
\ jliintetrs and three European souldieib w ho 1 id ad\ aneed beyond 
th n doubt Before dark the eneni> was e uiiel> drove off and 
1 lit ikd to the eastward on which C. apt un Li lyton was detached 
with I small j^art} to cover the retu it of Lieutenant Blagg. 
lliK -,tep was th )Ught necessary as the} weie to pass a number of 
lu ill ivenues least tht=^\ should have been interrupted and cut off. 

In the evening vve endeavoured to be at a ccitunt> where the 
n iin bodv of the Moors had encamped, which we learnt was in 
^iiuilv and in and abopt Omicbund’s garden, when it was 
d tt mimed to set hre to the straw houses lound about where the 
N thol) s forces la} in ordei to throw them into confusion and 
t utard their attaek, which was accomplished but it being a 
de id calm the hre m ide little oi no progress. Our buxerries had 
this di} secured some plunderers who were got into some houses, 
uu jng v\honi was a jtmida) who reported to us that the army 
< nsisted of such numbers as has before bten specihed, 65,000 
mm, horse and foot, that the Nabob was himself about two miles 
di^tince and intended to make his general attack on Friday 
the iSth of June it being esteemed by the Moors a lucky day in the 
Kimazan which was at this season, to which superstitious notions 
tliose people pa} the utmost regard. Let it be permitted to make 
mention that the President was informed that some time since 
t>miehund had wrote the Nabob to hasten his march for that the 

1 nghsh were not prepared for any defence, and if he now delayed 
Koeeeding with the utmost expedition the} would be reinforced 
'Mth Europe ships and men from the Coast, desiring that his letter 

^ A Company s Servant 

^ A village or district within the British boundaries. 
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might not be shewn Coja Wazud w^ho was our firm friend, 
however Wazud’s intimacy with Souragud Dowlet obtained him 
a sight of that letter by whose means it became published. It 
is likewise well known that on the Nabob’s forces being repulsed 
at Baagbazar he Souragud Dowlet flcw’ into a great rage and 
consulted with Monnickchund and others how' to make a second 
attack there when it w^as agreed to place the elephants and camels 
in front to receive our cannon shot, by which means their men 
would be covered and force their entrance, but a message from 
Omichund altered that resolution and made the forces strike off to 
the eastw’ard, he advising that an easy entrance into our town 
would be obtained there, and sent his own JlijiuIlI)' to conduct and 
shew' them the passages. This has been declared by some of tlu 
sepo\s and a servant who attended Omichund when in the factcir) 
and wdiich servant w’as deputed to go to Jaggernaut the jcmida) 
with those commands^ 

In the morning of the 17th June large parties began to advance 
tow'ards our northern and eastern batteries and indeed surrounded 
about two thirds of our Lines, advancing their cannon in the 
different avenues as they approached. From the northern battery 
Lieutenant Sumner and Ensign W.dcott wtu'c detached with a 
small party of military and militia w’ith a field piece to secure the 
principal avenues leading to that battery against w'hich a party 
with an European at their head seemed to be forming a design of 
erecting one, but our cannon soon dispersed them and w'e had no 
further molestation that day' at that quarter except that the 
plunderers w'ho came close up to some breastw'orks within that 
command kept our musquetry' in full employ. Their w’hole force 
now seemed to be bent against our battery w'hich w'as commanded 
by' Captains Clay'ton and Holwell, but soon perceived their inten- 
tion W'as not to expose themselves to our batteries but that their 
dependance on their great numbers td force themselves into the 
unguarded pffts of our Lines and to take possession of our houses to 
annoy' us wdth their small arms ; for this reason we detached several 
small parties to guard such dwellings that we were most exposed 
to, but with so small a force it w'as impossible to detach the least 
force to them all, at most being able only to spare a serjeant and 
^ It must be remembered that Omichand was at this time imprisoned in the for* 
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ten men to any of the houses we did take possession of. Before 
noon 4 or 500 of the enemy entered into that part of the town 
inhabited by our black merchants setting fire all about and 
plundering what they could find, committing most horrid 
cruelties. Buxcrrics were sent to disperse them but with very 
little effect hav'ing only brought in a few' jiristiners, from whom we 
learnt that the Nabob’s artiller}' consisted of . loiit «ixty -five pieces 
[of ' (\iniion, most of them large, which w'cro directed by Europeans 
.uui Portuguese. The general attack b^'ing now soop to be 
t\puted a confused nois(' of the shrieks, m and entrance 
m'o our fiu'toiy of the several women an^’ ''hildren and their 
attend lilts was heard who had befi re shn. d themselves in the 
hollas within our Lines. If w'c mention that the whole number 
oftluNC iiu umhrances was 2,501 w’e ‘^h.iil not exceed; about 500 
of whn li took immediately with c ur shipiung. In the evening two 
fii Id })it*Les w'ere orden d to be advanced to each battery to be sent 
out as occasion required, hut this did not answ'er the ends expected 
f< ' 1)« ides the iinskilfulness of most of the Train and the small 
nuinhLi we had of them together with the desertion of the lascars 
who were to be employed in serving them they did not do that 
e\t I iitioii which might reasonably have been expected. Another 
p pursued this day w^as to take possession of the GoaP w'hich 
lonmianded the grand avenues leading to the eastern battery. 
1 here w’e posted tw'o small guns mounted on ship carriages 
and made loo]) holes fronting that battery. That command was 
gi\on to Monsieur Le Beaume, a French officer who had left 
lhat flag thinking himself ill used and who on this occasion 
manifested great courage and conduct. With him were posted 
h military, 6 militia and 4‘> huxerries. This evening every person 
ri'paired to the stations allotted them and advanced centinels were 
placed to prevent a surprize from the Moors. Crow feet were 
^)rdered to the three batteries to be thrown on the road where we 
xj^ccted an advance of horse and things remained quiet after 
<^ight this night until the morning following, the i8th of June, 
'vhen about sunrise we had notice that the enemy’s army had 
divided themselves into three bodies in order to make three 
‘iftacks, the first was on our northern battery and which was 
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repulsed after a quick fire from our cannon and musquetry during 
the space of two hours, when the enemy had lost a number of 
their men. The second was made on the Goal where they 
advanced with two pieces of cannon, eighteen pounders, on which 
Monsieur Le Beaume was reinforced with an Ensign and ten 
volunteers, when he drew out his two small guns to oppose their 
coming on, but was obliged to retire to his post forthwith, that 
party being joined by those who had been repulsed at the northern 
battery and by those w'ho intended an attack on the southern 
battery. It was now perceived their intent w'as to possess them- 
selves of the Goal, to which place they advanced and kept a 
continual fire thereon but were at that time repulsed by our 
cannon and partridge. Hereon Captain Clayton (under whose 
orders Monsieur Le Hcaume acted) being appiehcnsive of being 
attacked in flank and imagining the Goal could not long be 
supported sent and demanded the detachment there, and ordered 
Monsieur Le Beaume to retreat, on w^hich he, consideiing the great 
utility of keeping possession thereof and that the enemy would 
meet with great obstacles without being able to ad\ance through 
his fire, acquainted Captain Clayton therewith, demanding a 
further supply of ammunition to be enabled to keep his ground^ 
which he maintained until about three in the afternoon, having 
lost three fourths of his pieople and himself and Ensign Carstairs 
w^ounded, w'hen the retreat therefrom was made in obedience to 
repeated orders from Captain Clayton, the communication to 
supply him with ammunition being then cut off, bringing away the 
two field pieces w'hich were sent there from the eastern battery, 
the ammunition which remained, and spiking up the tw'o cannons. 

The Goal being evacuated by our people the Moors immediate!} 
took possession thereof, the Playhouse and other adjacent houses, 
having cannon planted under cover of a wall close to the Play- 
house. Frup these their possessions they kept so hot and 
continual a fire on our eastern battery and on the houses 
had pretended to guard as to force those small parties to quit their 
station and retire to Captains Clayton and Holw^ell their command. 
The enemy lost no advantage having thrown in great numbers 
between' the houses of Messrs. Margas and Minchin, occupying 
every place which could command tl\e eastern battery, and they 
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were so well covered from every quarter that the cannon there 
could not annoy them and they stood the hre of our field pieces 
and small arms with great resolution. In order to batter the 
houses where the Moors were lodged an eighteen pounder was 
brought up from the fort and we were pui to the shift of drawing 
up this large cannon b} the aid of the niiJitia, the cooleys having 
Ic'^trted With the fire of this cannon th 'loors were diove out 
f s )me of the houses and numbers of them wcie killed, but the 
h uses being so numerous and each them possessed hy the 
iH m> there was no possibility of silem mg the continual fire they 
1 ept on the eastern battery which on th< contrary hourly in- 
ert ist.d 1 he factory was annoved fi< i nint m the morning 
until the close of the evening with v^annoii shot, partridge, and 
fir 11 rows from the enemy, during whieu time the fort fired their 
c innon ind threw cohorn and mortar shells from the bastions and 
r impart commanding tht eastward part of the town, which was 

I and to do execution at the Goal and several of the houses, 
ind ( nee a shout was heard that the Nabobs for''c*> h'^d retired 
fujin that quarter berng drove in great numbers out of the 

I I lyhouse, which was again soon filled with people. 

C iptiin C Iiyton judging that hi*' post could not be held until 
next moining desired Mr. Holwell to bring us that report to the 
hetory, which he did in the evening after having held argument 
thereon with Captain Clayton Ihe report was that the enemy 
pressed hard on them, that they were surrounded on all sides 
except in the avenues leading to the factory, and that they thought 
the post no longer defensible and requested leave to retreat. On 
v\hich as we weie hi^hlv^ sensible how mateiial it was to keep 
possession of that battery a reinforcement vas ordered thereto 
with positive orders not to quit, if possible to be defended until 
next day, when we imagined from the number of men slain of the 
enemies by the fire from the fort and other places a terror might 
'^eize them in the night and that they would decamp if we con- 
tinued to appear resolute, fearful that we should fall on them, but 
before Mr. Holwell returned to Captain Clayton, or the succours 
irnved, he had beat the retreat which greatly astonished the 
several military and militia m that command, coming only away 
with their field pieces, on which an exulting noise was heard from 
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the enemy who immediately entered our lines between Mr. Nixon’s 
and Captain M inchin’s houses to the south-east. 

Captain Buchanan’s battery being at some distance advanced 
to the southward was now left liable to be cut off from any com- 
munication to the fort, for which reason he had before been ordered 
to retire with his guns to another inner battery erected for that 
purpose, commanding the same avenue as the further advanced 
battery did, and w’hich w'as now^ thought too risquous to endeavour 
maintaining as also the northern battery, both which were re- 
called, the enemy having possession of the Court House and 
eastern battery. 

This retreat gave everybody no small shock, being sensible how 
little able we were to defend ourselves in a fort which was from 
every quarter overlooked by houses, jt)ined w ith the appearance of 
our field pieces and ammunition being brought in by our own 
small forces, almost every coolcy and lascar having took to flight, 
so that the great guns on the outward batteries could not be 
brought in, they were therefore spiked up and dismounted. Our 
safety now' seemed to depend on taking possession of the 
Church and hous('S which commanded the bastions and curtains, 
and those too in reverse, and which in the hands of the enemy 
were so many forts against us c\en wath small arms. The next 
step w’as to dispose our troops in them to the best advantage, 
whereupon a Council of War was called to deliberate on the 
measures and w’ays still to repulse the enemy. This was about 
seven in the evening of the ihth June w'hcn it was agreed that the 
Church, situated about thirty 5’ards distance from our front gate, 
should be possessed by Captain Clayton with a party of 25 militia 
and military, that Lieutenant Bishop should with the same number 
post himself in Mr. Eyre his house clo'^e to the Church on the 
northw'ard and which entirely commanded the north-east bastion 
of the fort. CaJ|p.in- Lieutenant Smith and a party of 30 military 
and militia was ordered to Mr. Cruttenden’s house, directly 
opposite Mr. Eyre’s and situated within twenty yards to the north- 
ward of the fort and which commanded the w'hole north-east cur- 
tains with the north-east and north-w'est bastions. Lieutenant 
Blagg was posted in the Company’s House situated to the south- 
ward of the fort with 25 military and militia and which com- 
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minded the bouth curtain, south-east and south-west bastions. 
Ih itst of the troops were divided on the several bastions and 
( urt iins and the command of each bastion \v is given to the two 
m( St expeiicnced sci captains that offered themselves out of the 
wh It number, and Captain Weddrington of the Artillery Com- 
] n\ was ippomted to see that the ammunition was pioperly 
i{ f lied Th( se necessai) dispobitions brought on night when 
w w i( left b\ (verv individual listar and eon/ \ kept in pa} for 
th i\i (. of tht gre it ^^uns, the enein} ke ping a constant hre on 
II f it until almost midnight. Our fictt)r} w is crowdtd with 
\ n ind ehildnn of the bl ick inhibit ints who, to avoid the 
ru !t\ iiid swoid of the enem}, hid is 1 etoit mentioned pressed 
int tliL f ictc r\ with f imilies of our souldieis ind militia who 
I h hting on our -^idc. 

\\ hid ilm )St fur*^ jt the iiiivil into the futoiy of Ensign 
1 irl 111(1 1 IS pirty who hid endeis to u lit it from Baag- 

1 1 ind who brenisht with him his einnon ind immunition by 

t ind whr)s,c whok behaviour merits the utmo'-t eomrnend dion. 
M ssrs Minnin b irn and Fiinkland, Colonel ind Lieutenant 
^ 1 IK 1 , h id in the d i}time pitsstd the sending on board of ship 
II wn wonitii ind childien which wis it the C oiineil of War 
< uchukd on and those gentlemen voliintir} ejffere d to sec them 
K 1 lid the ships DadUy and DiIi^lhcl being designed to receive 
til 111 and 1 detachment of thirtv men w is eiidered for thg safe- 
1 ud of sueh women and children, but so guat was the confusion 
lid disorder \\hi( h prevailed that no regulint} in the execution of 
1 lers were at this time put in piaetice, the men being so fatigued 
tlure vv IS no lou/ing those who were not on immediate dut} on 
^^ii 1 istions and curtains to stand to their arms, and with difficulty 
M iisieur Le Beaume, though wounded, obt lined four souldiers as 
til t'^cort to them The Company s treasure was ordered to be 
skipped off which could not exceed So, 000 rupees, however that 
tidir was neglected, the Treasur} being locked and the key (in 
tb( possession of the Sub-Treasurer and Banyan) not to be found 
it night. These foregoing dispositions being formed the Council 
t f U ar broke up at half an hour past eight in the evening. Soon 
after Lieutenant Blagg requested that he and his party might have 
orders to retreat into the fort as they found the Company s house 
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SO annoyed from Captain Rannies which was situated dose to the 
south^\ ard from whence the enemy kept a ver\ hot fire that it was 
not possible to maintain it any longer His representation appearei 
fact and lea\e was given for their retreat The President ex 
pressed himself astonished that Messrs Manningham and Frank 
land did not return ashore Their absence with Lieutenants 
Holme, Wedderburn and Sumner caused no small uneasiness to 
several About ten Captain Holwcll was b} the President ac 
quainted there seemed to be a sloth in the garrison and as he 
imagined occasioned b\ those gentlemen not returning from the 
Dadley at which he also expressed a surprize, w hen C olonel 
Manningham s note w is received sent h\ Lieutenant Wedderburn 
importing th it the thirtv militarv vvtre not come on board this 
seeming intention of his and the othci militi i officers remaining 
out of the fort drew from the Governour a note siw^nifving that the 
military could not then be spared and requiring his Cobnel 
Manningham’s, presence ashore as quite necessary, to which no 
replj came to h ind 

At eleven at nisht we weie alirmed with the enem} s being 
under our walls and so adjacent were the\ as to distinctly heir 
they were preparing as was thout^ht bimboo lidders to scale our 
walls when onr cinncn tc that quarter interrupted their design 
The President who v^ is then on the cuitain to the southward 
ordered the commanding officer it the guard gate to beat to arms 
but without having the success of any man then off duty appearing 
and but one bastion answered the challenge which was given from 
the veranda of the new Consult ition Room, neither had those on 
the curtains and bastions been regularly relieved vNhich prompted 
a second order for to beat to arms but such was the fatigue our 
men had underwent m the day time that there was no rouzing 
them At about half past one of the 19th June in the morning at 
a third beat of J|rms, the Armenians and Portugueze militia were 
quite dispirited and there was a constant call from our out posts 
for water and provision, none of them having had any refreshment 
the whole preceding day and the same complaint had been loud 
within our walls, for though care had been taken to lay m a 
quantity of provisions and some heads of the Armenians and 
Portugueze provided cooks to dress for their own people and 
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several of our own lodged in the factory, yet we found ourselves 
quite destitute of all those helps, even the Governour had no 
servant but one slave boy. At two this morning, when were with 
him assembled Captain Minchin, Buchanan, Withrington, Grant, 
Holwell, Mackett, Lieutenant Court, O’Hara. Ensigns Coales, 
baldrick, Messrs. Symson engineer, Baillie, Eyre, Fullerton, 
r>eaumont, Nixon, Valicourt and Lindsay who, having a due 
sense of our present distressed condition by the fatigue our men 
on diit\ had underwent, the disorder of many of the militia and • 
military who had got in liquor, a general i ompiaint for want of 
pioMsiuns, encumbered with at least fifteen hundred women and 
children and their attendants, together with the enemy being 
( l()S(‘ under our walls and in possession of many of our adjacent 
hous(s, in the midst of all this general confiisicm the before men- 
tion! d gentlemen met together and everyone wms at liberty to 
ei\c their opinion, w'hcn the Captain of the Artillery was first 
(.died on to knew' the state of our ammunition, who reported that 
lit jMoportion of our expcnce there was no more left than sufficient 
for two days firing, and that the greatest part thereof W'as damp 
.uid not fit for use until dried, and that neither the weather or our 
present situation would afford an opportunity to dry it. This 
“single circumstance put it out of all doubt but we should be 
oblige' J to retreat in that time heiving no prospect to effect a 
t'^ipitulation. The next consideration was what w'e might expect 
lie our situation at break of day, mafty of our men being drunk 
‘Uul in such state subject to no command, bayonets having been 
dravsn on Messrs. O’Hara and Coales who were ordering some to 
dicir duty, no prospect of provision being to be got dressed for 
d’crn, the Company’s House expected to be in possession of the 
(^nciny on its being abandoned by us, by which means our people 
'' (^uld not be able to stand [on] the south curtain or bastion whereby 
die barrier leading from the Company’s House to the fort would in 
‘1 nianner be left defenceless ; these and many other considerations 
intervening being canvassed, everyone present at that meeting 
except Mr. Baillie were of opinion there was no security for^ny 
‘>f our lives but a retreat on board our ships. The next considera- 
bon was when and in what manner it ought to be done, it then 
keing past two in the morning and too late then thought by the • 
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majority to be executed, being flood tide and not a sufficient 
number of boats remaining to carry off our men, those people 
having likewise left their cmploj^ and fled with th^ir families into 
the country, besides the numbers which were earned awa\ b\ the 
Portugueze women and others and which did not return to our 
wharf. It was therefore iqrced if pobsiblc to stand the di\s 
attack though much against the inclination of some pres'^nt 
particular!} Mr Holwcll,who sticnuousl} asserted the ncccssit\ cf 
an immediate retre it if possible for ill, and who evidcntl}. fortsiw 
the confusion break of di} would pioduce for should the cnenn 
get possession of the Compaii} s and Mr C ruttenden s houst it 
was an im])OSSil)ilit\ foi an\ biits to 1 1\ at our whirf mcl we 
must inevitabl} hue fallen a sicnhce to the Moors, from whom 
we expected no qu irtcr, ind an\ terms we could piopose to the 
Nabob would not lx listened to except that we h id consented to 
deliver up ourcinnon pulldown ur bastirnsand ill fortifications 
and submit to inhabit in these dommu ns is \rmcniins, which 
articles hid we diud to e )mj)lv with, would, with this rish 
Nabob, liivc submitted us to in e is} pre} at the cxpence cf 
being plundered and no sccuiit} left for future times Omichund 
was solheitcd l)\ Mi Hclwell t) go to the N ibob in C 3 ur behalf 
though imigined 1)\ m inv tj hive been deeph engaged in this 
catastu^phe Ills u fusil was suiheient to confirm he well knew 
the Nabob’s determin ition to drive us out of the country and had 
been instrument xl in bringing on these tioubles 

A cireumstanee though not very in iteri il is thought proper to 
be inserted to shew how watchful the black women 6tC. vvere 
to make their escape It v\as with the most profound silence 
Mr Lindsa}, a lame t^enth ni in (having had the misfortune to lose 
his leg), was permitted on request to quit the factorv, }et he v\as 
followed by numbers who took to boat and v\ere carried off. On 
his arrival on ^aid the Dudley when he found Messrs Manning- 
ham, Franklan* Holme, Sumner and Monsieur Le Beaume, he 
acquainted them with the sentiments of all the gentlemen he had 
then parted from, which information made those gentlemen as 
they aver alter the resolution they had taken to come ashore at 
the setting m of the flood tide and to give what assistance lay m 
their power to favour the general retreat. They detertnmed to 
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remain on board and endeavoured to send up small vessels and 
boats for that purpose to lay before the factory. 

At l)reak of day, the igth June, things were found in as dreadful 
a situation as was expected. Many of the souldiers and Portuguese 
and Armenian militia unfit for duty, no preparations for getting 
iii\ i)rovisions dressed which caused great murnui rings and com- 
phiiii How'e\er in this situation we did not doubt but those 
nun '\lio could not be rouzed at night would on the appeaiance 
(if cJ i\ gladly take to their arms and assist their utmost to repulse 
ir ( lu inv, from whom no quarter w'as expected if taken prisoners, 

1) it \ain wtre our expectations for though we beat incessantly to 
11 ins scarce a man appeared of the Portiigueze and Armenian 
Miilitia or our soiildier^, until the Governour, Messrs. Hohvell and 
I'anliL went thiough eveiy part of the factory wlure many had 
bid tluniselves to encourage and bring them to their duty, to 
'\'iub thc^ came but \ery fainth. 

1 he southerly new ffodonns, on which wTre mounted cannon, 
'Ling quite exposed to the enemy's tire from the Company's House, 
endeavoured to carry up Bales of cotton which w^ere landed 
lu'm the Dudley but for want of hands we were obliged to empty 
int bags and hll them, some few of which we were able to get up 
hi fort the Moors began to tire on us v'cry vvarmlv from the 
aid and southw'ard and attack our detachments which were 
LI ding the Church, Messrs. Cruttenden’s and Itvre's houses. It 
b* < one now our duty to fire briskly on them from our two 
I tioiis on the land side and from the curtains to cover our 
I “'ple in the Church and those houses, but to very little purpose 
forces against us being concealed under adjacent walls behind 
^iid in possession of houses close thereby. It may not be im- 
pn)jjer to mention here that the Moors had not possessed 
diLiuselves of the Company's House as was expected, and looking 
that place as of the utmost consequence (being not only ' 
•’L-iCbsary to defend our men on the southerly curtain but useful in 
P*' tccting the boats, few of which remained, from deserting or 
bving carried away though the utmost care had been taken to 
'-p them together by placing as a guard over them) Hnsign 
^^‘^ccard with twenty five military were there placed. 

sunrise we perceived that a numerous body of the enemy 
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were advancing on us from the eastward, they had in the night 
taken shelter of the battery quitted by Captain Clayton and had 
mounted cannon thereby. They also threw up a battery by 
Mr. Bellamy’s habitation and had brought cannon to several other 
places where they could annoy us keeping a constant fire on oui 
out posts and bastions therewith and with their small arms. 
Those in the factory returned their fire so fast that it was several 
times forbid the extravagant expence of powder which there would 
be soon occasion of want thereof to use. Numbers of the enem} 
were perceived to fall but their numbers increasing from every 
[side] we found it impossible to repulse them. At eight this 
morning Lieutenant Bishop, who was posted with a party of men 
in Mr. Eyr^ his house, desired leave to retire into the fort, the 
enemy gauling them so much from the contiguous houses that it 
was impossible to maintain it any longer. As the suffering this 
party to retreat into the fort would necessarily occasion the same 
orders to be given to all the out posts (for on 'the enemy’s placing 
themselves there it would be an impossibility to maintain the 
Church or Mr. Cruttenden’s house), Mr. Bishop was ordered to 
remain if possible until the evening, it being of the utmost conse- 
quence that he should do so that the general retreat might be 
made pursuant to our resolutions the night proceeding, but on 
his further pressing the necessity thereof, many of his men being 
killed, it was thought requisite to comply therewith and he and 
his party were then ordered to reinforce Captain Clayton in the 
Church, who about this time came to the factory and declared he 
was so beset by the enemy that he could no longer dwell there 
with his party and that some of them were killed. Soon after 
Ensign Paccard was brought from the Company’s House w'ounded 
and his party came in, the enemy some of them having entered 
the yard of the said house. The Moors having now obtained 
lodgment in Mr. Eyre’s and Company’s houses the other outposts 
were permitt^ to quit their stations and our bastions and curtains 
were supplied with an additional number of men who kept up ^ 
vigorous fire on the Nabob’s forces, which pressed on '^dth 
great resolution. Now appeared the utmost horror amongst the 
women in the factory, running to and fro with their children, 
many sucking at the breast, to escape* from the shot flying 
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us and to retire from hunger they had endured. The effect of 
these incumbrances was now felt, they having carried away all 
our boats except five at half past nine in the morning and so 
crovsded into them that many were overset and the passengers 
who lied from the cruelty of the Moors many of them were 
drowned. Our common souldiers and black militia [were] mutin- 
ous) und under no command. The most dreadful circumstance 
was that our ammunition had been delivered to the several 
bistions and curtains by ten this morning except that ^^hich was 
(1 mip and reported unfit for service by Captain Withrington 
lilt night before, the person who was employed in that service 
nl delivtring the powder making the Governour sensible thereof 
l'\ a whisper and which was well known to several who were not 
' n iinnudiate duty and was the imagined cause of their flocking 
iiiio lh( jiassage leading to the back gate where no orders given 
\ Lit U) be heard through the crowds of the Portugueze females and 
H\Li.d of the black militia who were pressing to get oft shore which 
nian\ t)f them did carr}ing what boats then n mained at the 
whirl. ' 

It was now confidently affirmed that the enemy were attempting 
to luicL our barriers which would give them possession of the 
whole jiart of our parade by the water side. On which the 
^jo\(.riioui called several times to have the gates of our factory 
lioiise t,hiit but to no purpose, nor could he obtain any detachment 
t work the field pieces placed by the water side to defend those 
‘'liners. In this tumult the ships and vessels v\ere all dropping 
iJown below the fort without orders and several persons had then 
hintted the factory which made it appear utterly impossible (with 
about two hundred and fifty forces within our walls and an 
incumbrance now remaining of at least eight hundred women, 
i^hildren, and their attendants) to make any retreat, the method of 
^ning it being frustrated by the desertion and carrying away of the 
intended for that purpose in case of necessity, had been 
^^ited on the night before, though then unsurmountable diffi- 
^ 'titles occurred to everyone in the performance of it when it 
was universally allowed the fort was not tenable with so 
^inall a quantity of ammunition remaining, above half of which 
^'3-s then said to be useless and as there was nothing to be 
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expected from the known disposition of the Nabob but the utmost 
cruelty to be inflicted, these reasons made it appear justifiable and 
necessary to the Governour to pro\ ide for his o\\ n safety. About 
eleven in the forenoon as he saw his staving anv longer could be 
of no service and had no hopes of being able to make a general 
retreat as a small space of time before when he was by the line of 
guns by the water side he onl\ saw one buclf^tjou^ which was 
full of people and an emptv /> / 1 ;/s *. w Inch he went on board 
of soon afterwards vMth Captain Grint and Mi. O Kara, man} 
having before quitted the shore and Captain Minchin and 
Mr MaeVett then getting into a biid^uc i and such as eould hnd 
any convevance lost no time to provide for their escape (fr im 
a merciless toe) croiiding to the whirf for that purpose. Ihc 
impossibilitv of a general ittu it being made evirv convtvancc 
ship^i and vessels, being moviiij^ down the rivei nude the President 
conclude on the step he now t ok, iiimlv imagining everv 
individuil would embrace any occision wIikIi should offer to 
follow him. In this situation he was fired on bv the encmv with 
smill arms and hie ariows fi( ni the Compinv s House, Dockhtid 
and from the shore as fir is anv Euiopein houses reiched m his 
passage down the river to the ship Dudley , on board of which ship 
were the majority of our women and some of our militia with 
Messrs. M innmgham, 1 rankl ind, Holmes, Sumner, Mapletoft md 
others, whom he informed of the situation of the forces rem lining 
in the factory and of the numeious bodv of the Moors having for 
some time had possession of the Comjianv s House md other places 
adjacent to the fort, and that he saw all hopes of a retreat was cut 
off unless we could send vessels and bo its to favour the escape of 
those remaining behind, which were computed to be about two 
hundred besides the wounded, on which ordeis were immediately 
sent to the Company’s ship P'iinu Gtorge to lay before the factor) 
(she then beij^ on her way down from Baag Bazar where she 
was before stationed). Two sloops and what boats we could speak 
with were also told to proceed up the riv er, but by reason of the 
smart fire which was kept on them from the water side and frorrf 
the houses built there by this intended succour did not reach the 
fort so that no resource was left for their safety but some extra- 

® A passenger boat. 


> A kind of native house boat 
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ordiniiry event, it appearing to us they had no means for their 
escape, therefore that they would be necessitated to surrender 
thdiisclves up to the mercy of the Moors or dye by their walls. 
N«*\( itheless we remained all this night a little below the factory 
to ol)->Lrve if ^^e could be any ways assisting to our forces shut up 
tlu < , and used all possible means by large promises to any sloops 
01 bolts we could then speak with to persuadt them to attempt 
< ( (ling up, which Captain Nicholson in the Hunicr schooner 
(s^i\t(l hut before he reached the distance of the Dockhead the 
til us thuatened to throw' themselves oveiboard and would not 
a'-si [ in the w 01 king of the vessel, W'hich obliged him to return to 
ii>. Vt three in the afternoon we had the mortdh ation to observe 
tint tin Company’s ship had run ashore and from advice after- 
u inl w (’ were informed the lascars had deserted lur and that she 
li 1(1 onJ\ one anchor lemaining. At the close of day the Dockhead, 

' I'lp in\’s House and Mr, Cruttenden’s appeared in dames and so 
"I'c't V a^ the fire and smoke that the fort could not be dis- 
Tiii 11 IkJ. In the night dames were perceived throughout the 
t >^\M. A more w'retched and'helpless situation could not happen 
in> siege to the forces within the walls surrounded by the 
' nu and die, no prospect of a retreat, a certainty that the 
Moors would be cruel, and starving m the midst of plenty for want 
' ^ J'lopei people to dress any pren i^ions. 

Cn Sunday the 20th June in the morning the smoke frcjm the 
kindled in the night being dispersed w'e plainly observed 
’’uiiil)(rs (>f the Moors on the water side adjacent to the factor}’, 
h\ accounts since the enemy had killed a great many of our 
P' "pie on the curtains and bastions from their adjacent houses 
and hy their getting on the top of the Church w'hich obliged most 
men to abandon that side of the fort; that about four in 
afternoon a Moor came running up to the factory as if he 
anted to parley. When Mr. Holwell appeared on the ramparts 
Moorman declared the Nabob had given orders to cease firing, 
^^questing we would not commit any further hostilities, and an 
‘^^<-uinmodation might be brought about. On this Mr. Holwell 
^^rdcred all the souldiery who had been on duty for two days and 
|^*b"hts to refresh themselves with sleep, but they had scarcely 
themselves to rest when the fort was scaled at several 
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places and numbers of the enemy were entered within the factory 
who had planted several small flags on the bamboos close under 
the walls and being likewise furnished with small ladders they 
mounted our walls with precipitation scarce credible to Europeans. 
This piece of treachery in the Nabob by which means an oppor- 
tunity was given for his men quietly to possess our bastions and 
curtains left no room for any further opposition on our side, yet 
the men remaining stood to their arms with great resolution until 
they were threatened by ^jcmidav that if they fired they would be 
all cut to pieces but that if they quietly surrendered the Nabob 
had given orders for their being well used, upon which most of the 
military threw down their arms, a few^ excepted w'ho lost their 
lives in persisting to make a resistance. About an hour after- 
wards Souragud Dow let entered the factory and held a kind of 
Durbar there to receive the compliments of his officers, ainon^^ 
whom was Monsieur Saint Jaccjues the renegado Frenchman before 
mentioned w’ho had the chief command of- the artillery. The 
prisoners w’cre brought before him and implored his mercy, when 
he w'as carried to another place w’here Mr. Hohvell was conducted 
to him with his hands bound. Omichund and Kissendass were 
released and ])ermitted to pay their respects to the Nabob and it 
is reported that the former's houses were during the siege guarded 
and protected by the enemies’ forces from plunder. Thus w’as the 
loss of our Settlement compleated and Calcutta destroyed and 
pillaged by an enemy hitherto contemptible and wdio shewed 
themselves at this time of the cruellest disposition, for some of our 
souldiers having made too free with liquor w'ere riotous, which 
occasioned the Nabob to order every person his prisoner to be 
confined without distinction from Mr. Holwell down to the common 
militia. His people, having no compassion on our sufferings, 
thrust them into the Black Hole, a very small place wdthMittle or 
no air, in wf^h were put near two hundred persons without water 
or any kind ot provisions, and so pent up were they as to be forced 
to trample one upon another. The prodigious heat joined to the 
noisome stench of several w'ounded men who were put in with 
them and who had no relief at hand was sufficient of itself 
put an end to their miserable beings having been shut up 
nine in the evening until seven in the morning of the 21st June, 
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when there were not left alive more than twenty-five out of the 
number shut up, among these seven or eight Company’s servants 
ind officers, all the rest, except those who had been so fortunate as 
to DC furnished with the means of an escape and those who fell 
cn the bastions, ramparts and outposts, having perished in this 
inhuman and ignominious manner The Lab^iator^ and part of 
th futor^ house was that night set on hre 

Ml h )pes vanishing whereby any relief could be given t those 
rein Lining in the factory, the several ships and \cssels fell down 
t S iim Ln’s garden within sight of Calcutta ind there la> until the 
I t I line in th morning when it was cssa\td to pass Tannah’s 
f It but such was the haste that evervone w is in to pass that the 
n isi )itune befell us to lose the \cptune snow and Calcutta sloop, 
^ 1 li wtie immediately plundered by the enemv ind obliged the 
I n Lining fleet consisting of the following ships and vessels to 
tai 1 1 i( k (nimel} the Dadlc) 1 imt, Ii cl) ^rabb, Diligence, 

I snow 1 oytune ketch, and Londi n sloop with five other small 
' Is b( longing to the black merchants) on account of the con- 
f 1 n tht re w is in workmgHhe vessels About five in the evening 
1 mha) fri^,ate ind Specdudl fiom Bombay joined us, on which 
1 Liin ih s fort hid fired in their passage up where they had 
n cinrion mounted The vMnd it this time increasing and 
1 fivonrable we again weighed ind stood through against 
die tide the Spicdicell losing one man and two wounded The 
tth June we passed Bougbouggee being armed [^joined] by the 
^ ' s gaily arrived from Madrass The enemies forces were also 
^ l^ed there and batteries were erecting This da} the Diligence 
r m i^round and was phindered and we found orders were come 
^ '^^ei} head person at the Milages to prevent our being supplied 
^wth provisions, of which we were veiy short not having a week’s 
^ nance in the fleet of either food, wood or water, every vessel 
^ Dig crouded with men, women and childien, country born 
^ rtUj^ueze This sad prospect added to our late unhappiness 
t^errnined us to set ashore such who had no connection with the 
^ Dropeans and to proceed to bulta where the Dutch have a small 
^^"'idence, in hopes of supplying ourselves with necessaries of life 
Did anchors, which we were much in want of, where we arrived 
26 th June with an addition to our fleet of the Honourable 

II 
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Company’s sloop Syren from Madrass and another ship SpeedwcU 
from Bombay. At this place we agreed to remain in hopes of 
expected succours from Madrass and for intelligence from some 
of our servants or others who had been taken prisoners, and as it 
was represented as a place of safety for our ships and vessels and 
that we were supplied by stealth with small quantities of provision. 
Here shall be finished a narrative of a most unhappy event with 
every fact enumerated to our present recollection, abiding herein 
in the path of truth. As any other occurrence rise in the memory 
which have been transacted or passed over, or future intelligence 
of springs which actuated Souragud Dowlet to make so lawless an 
attack on the English, they shall hereafter appear as a supplement 
hereto. Dated at T^ulta this 19th July, 1756. 

Roglr Drake, Junior. 

• 67. Declaration hy Franch Sykes, 

I Francis Sykes being a Company’s servant at Cossimbiuar do 
declare (\Nithout the least partiality to any gentleman whatever) 
what he knows (su) concerning Kissendass leaving Muxadavad 
and taking up his residence in ('alcutta. 

About the middle of March when Alliverdy C'awn, the late 
Nabob, was languishing of a fatal disorder, a number of inhabi- 
tants w’ere daily hiring houses both in C'ossimbuzar and in all 
other places where they were to be had. At this very time Rajah- 
bullub a man of considerable wealth and power applied to William 
Watts, Esq., Chief at Cossirnbuzar for his interest to get his son 
Kissendass and his family admitted into Calcutta till his wife was 
brought to bed ; who afterwards w'as going to Juggernaut Pagoda. 
The Chief accordingly wrote to the Governour and Mr. Manning- 
ham to have him admitted, which was accordingly done by 
Mr. Manningham, the Governour being at that time at Ballasore. 

On the gtl^f April the Nabob died when Surragud Dowlat took 
upon him th^jovernment, but was for a few days opposed by the 
Begum, wife of the late Chutah Nabobs This Rajahbullub w^as 
her acting person amongst her forces and one whom she consulted 
and advised with in the desperate situation of affairs, but her forces 

^ The yoang Nawab, or heir to the throne. Here refers to Nawajis Muhammad, 
eldest uncle of Siraj-uddaula. 
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being discontented, were in a very short time brought over to 
Siirragud Dowlat by his threats and the solicitations of others, 
when Rajahbullub and all his family that were in the city were 
brought into disgrace and a spy sent to Calcutta supposed with 
no other view than to observe Kissendass and his family. The 
{ hicfs writing to the Governour and Mr. Manningham to admit 
Kn^t'iidass was never made publick or any consultation held at 
( O'.siinbuzar thereupon, but that as soon as the gentlemen came 
to hear of it they thought it a very imprudent step to shew favour 
to him or to any person in the Begu>n*s service, being not the least 
j)rospoct that she should ever come to the Government and more 
•-o, as our vackccl was several times sent for l»v the Nabob who 
said that if we gave the Begum any assistance or protected any of 
her people he would highly resent it. brom what had passed and 
by th<' filse representations of the spy to the Nabob concerning 
oil] building new fortifications, the Nabob wrote a letter to the 
(iineinour signifying his displeasure at our proceedings therein. 
"Ihe ('rc)vernour answered it w’hich was enclosed to the Chief of 
( cNsimbuzar for him to forward the Nabob. Upon its arrival the 
^licKclI explained it, w'hen I do declare to have heard Mr. Watts 
two or three times mention he thought it a very proper answer 
and, agreeable to orders, sent it to the Nabob, This is all I 
tan bring to remembrance concerning Kissendass taking up his 
rtsidence in Calcutta. 

Letter from Mr, William Lindsay to Mr, Robert Orme concerning 
the loss of Calcutta y dated ‘ Syren' sloops off hidtay ^75^* 

Dear Sir, — It is hardly possible for me to express with what 
t oncern I sit down to write you this letter, the subject of which 
h<-ing nothing less than to give you a short account of such a scene 
of destruction and desolation as makes me tremble when I think 
of the consequences that it will be attended with not only to every 
rri\ate gentleman in India but to the English Nation in general* 

I WTote you in my last the Nabob was marching against us with 
a very large army and a number of cannon. Four thousand of his 
army attacked our redoubt at Perrings on Wednesday the i6th of 
June with several pieces of cannon but were repulsed by Ensign 
l^icard with about 50 men. The next day they made a bridge at Cow 

II— 2 
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Cross and at several other places and vast numbers entered our 
bounds plundering and setting fire to every house. In the evening 
the whole Town was surrounded. It will be here proper to men- 
tion we had raised several batteries, one at the Court House, one 
by the saltpetre godown and another by Mr, Burrows his house, 
upon each of which were mounted one nine and one six pounder 
besides which there was breastworks raised at all the small 
avenues between the batteries. Several thousands this night got 
into the great Buzar where they murthered every person they met 
and plundered and set fire to all the houses. 

On Friday morning the enemy endeavoured to enter at several 
of the small avenues and at the battery by the saltpetre godounu 
where they got such a warm leception as obliged them to retire. 
The enemy about 8 o’clock were advancing down the road opposilr 
to the Goal with two large pieces of cannon, where they were very 
w^armly received by the ad\ance guard from the Court House 
battery, which battery w’os commanded by Captains Clayton and 
Hoi well. The dispute lasted for several hours, but the enemy getting 
possession of the adjacent houses galled our men so much that 
they had an order from the battery to retire into the Goal. This 
was between ii and la o’clock. There continued a very warm 
fire to and from the Goal till about i o’clock. Many of our men 
being killed they were obliged to retire to the battery; the enemy 
lost no advantage on this but immediately took possession of the 
Goal, the Pla} house, and all the other houses that overlooked the 
Court House battery, on which they kept a continual fire of 
musquetry. By this time the enemy had obliged our men to retire 
from the tops of the houses adjacent to the other batterys w'here 
they were placed to prevent the enemy’s taking possession ot 
them, and, notwithstanding w'c kept a warm fire from the bastions 
of the fort on the several houses the enemy had got possession of 
and threw s^eral shells into them, we never were able to dislodge 
them from mie house. About four o’clock Mr. Holwell came to 
the factory and acquainted the Governor that there was so warm 
a* fire upon the battery that he w'as stationed at, that they would 
be obliged to leave it unless there was means found to dislodge 
the enenoy from the houses that overlooked them, and that they 
had got into some [upon] which they could not bring one cannon 
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dt the battery to bear. The Governor and the other gentlemen 
hemp: sensible of the consequence of quitting that battery ordered 
cl reinforcement of seventy men and two eighteen pounders to 
nnrch to their assistance, but before they could get the length of 
that battery Captain Clayton had spiked all the cannon and had 
1)1 it a retreat (from this one action we may greatly impute the 
1 )ss of ( alcutta) upon which we heard the enemy make a shout 
ind in mediately hoisted their colours upon thit battery. This 
o( cisioiitd all the other batter^s being recalled. Now for the 
first tunc we began to look upon ourselves in a dangerous way. 
must remember very well the situation of our fort, a range 
f (idoa ns, one end of which joined to the southwest and the other 
ind to the south east bastions which pi evented their flanking 
thtm, so weak that it was even dangerous venturing 

I iiir pounders upon them. The Company’s House not only over- 

I I )kinw, them but also the two bastions. The Church overlooked 
till north cast and south east bastions and also the curtain to the 
1 ind Mr. Lire’s house fntirely commanding the north east 
Illation as did also Mr. Cruttenden’s the north west bastion and 
the curtain to the northward. Ml our cookys and lascars having 
now lift us wc was 111 a \ery distressed condition. 

It was thought absolutely necessary for us to take possession of 
thi above houses which was accordingly done. It is almost irn- 

^sible to conceive the confusion there was m the fort there being 
^t least two thousand women and children, nor was there any 
niethod to prevent their coming in as the military and militia 
declared they would not fight unless their families were admitted 
ui the factory. It was now about 7 o’clock when a report was 
brought from the Company’s House that the party could not longer 
dwell therein as there was a continual fire upon them from the 
J^ext house. It was now thought necessary to send our ladies on 
board some of the ships which was accordmglv done, Messrs. Man- 
*nngham and Frankland conducting some of them. The enemy 
b<^gan now to fire very warmly upon the fort from all quarters. 

garrison began to murmur for want of provisions, having not 
a single cook in the fort notwithstanding there had been several 
lodged there on purpose to dress their provisions. The whole 
garrison quite fatigued having been under arms great part of the 
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proceeding night. Many of the military and militia having got at 
liquor began to be very mutinous and under no command, having 
drawn bayonets on several of their officers. About 12 o’clock 
news was brought us that the enem^ were going to storm the 
fort, there being ladders preparing close under the range of 
godowns to the southward, immediatel} e\erj person repaired to 
the curtain where we absolutely heard them at work. Orders 
were now gi\en to beat to arms but none of the Armenians or 
Portugueze appeared, having hid themselves in different parts of 
the fort. We threw some hand granadcs amongst the tnem} 
wffiich soon dislodged them. About two o’clock m the morning 
the 19th June, there being several military and man} private 
gentlemen present, a council of war was held and every one 
present (being sensible of our situation and of the enem} we had 
to deal with, expecting no quarter if taken prisoners) was at 
liberty to give his opinion. The Captain of the Artillery was 
first called upon to inforni us in whit i situation our ammunition 
was in, who replied if we find at the late wt had done the pre 
ceeding day there was not sufficient in the whole for above two 
days firing and great part of that damp and unfit for service 
This one circumstance put it out of all dispute that we should be 
obliged to retreat or cipitulate within that time. As for the latter 
there appeared very little prospect of success, his first demand 
being nothing le^^s (as Mi Watts informed us) than pulling down 
all our fortifications, paving him seven corore of rupees and 
delivering up our guns and ammunition, and living in his countrv 
on the same footing as Armenians. These and many othei cir- 
cumstances being thoruughl} canvassed it was the unanimous 
opinion of everyone present that the fort was not tenable and the 
only safety we had for our lives was to retreat on board of our 
ships. Mr. Holwell was of opinion the retreat ought to be made 
immediately jyjt all the rest differed from him for these reasonSv 
first that it would be impossible to call the parties from the houses 
and get them shipped off before daylight, secondly as the flood 
was just set m thev would be greatly exposed to the enemy's fir® 
before they got on board of our ships It was therefore agreed 
to continue in the fort till next night and then to make a regular 
retreat if possible. It was now thought high time to acquaint 
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Messrs. Manningham and Frankland of the scituation of affairs 
in the factory and I was accordingly appointed and let out at 
the back gate for that purpose. I told the gentlemen that 
as they were resolved to retreat the following night and as 
I conceived there would be the utmost confusion in the execu- 
tion of it, let them take the greatest precautions, through the 
unialiness of the military many of whom were in liquor and at 
K i'.t 1,500 women and children in the factory, very few^ boats at 
the Get and some of the ships moved down to be out of the way 
of their fire rockets, and as they were all sensible I could be of 
\eiy little service in the fort and in case of any confusion on the 
utT*eat I should stand no chance of getting off, that if they thought 
diese reasons were sufTficient for me to continue on hoard I would 
'ernaiii there, to \vhich the Governor and Council then present 
.I'lsented. What followed afterwards I shall inform you as it has 
been represented to me. At daybreak the w'hole garrison was in 
the utmost confusion, many of them in liquor, the Portugiieze and 
Armenians so dispirited th^it it w'as wuth the utmost difficulty any 
<'f than made their appearance. Before ten o’clock in the morn- 
Hig we w'cre obliged to recall our men from the houses adjacent > 
^vhich the enemy immediately possessed themselves of. About 
tins time many of the voluntiers and other gentlemen went on 
board of the ships. Chests of money and coral brought to the 
and w'ere left there as there w'as no geting them into the 
such crowds of people w'ere wanting to get off. About 
o clock the Governor perceiving all the boats gone from the 
but one and that numbers of the enemy were already got to 
the riverside, this convinced him it would be impossible to make 
•my regular retreat and, deeming it highly necessary and justifiable 
to everyone to look out for their own safety, this induced him to 
on board of that boat on which there was kept a continual fi^e 
tfil he had got on board of the Dodley. There was laying a little 
‘tbove the factory the Company’s ship the Prince George, The 
bt^ntlemen left in the factory finding all retreat cutt off shutt the 
ka-tes and were resolved to sell their lives as dear as they could. 

1 hey made a signal for the Prince George to come abreast of the 
actory but she having only one anchor and cable run ashore and 
'vas lost. The enemy had now possession of every house adjacent 
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to the fort from which there was one continual fire of musquetry 
upon the factory. There was in the fort many Company’s 
servants. Mr. Holwell after the Governor was gone took the 
charge of the factory. It was much against his inclination being 
there, two gentlemen having carried away the budgerow he had 
waiting for him. I mention this as I understand he made a merit 
in staying when he found he could not get off. The gentlemen in 
the fort being now quite desperate fought like mad men. On 
Sunday morning there was above forty men killed on one bastion. 
About 4 o’clock in the afternoon there was a Moorman came, 
under the walls with a flag of truce and told them the Nabob 
would cease firing and desired they w’ould as he had proposals to 
make for an accommodation, which they readily embraced and 
most of them retired from the bastions to take some refreshments, 
of which they were in great want. About half an hour after this 
the Moors scaled the walls on all quarters in ii manner almost in- 
credible to Europeans. Now the gentlemen looked upon their 
scituation as the most desperate. Lieutenant Hlagg defended the 
bastion he was upon till he and his men were cutt to pieces. This 
officer behaved \\ ith the greatest bravery. The gentlemen belou 
drew out and were resolved to die rather than be taken when one 
of the ^ 2 ihoh\ jemindars advanced and told them they should not 
be hurt if they w'ould lay dowm their arms, the soldiers immediately 
grounded theirs and the gentlemen were obliged to do the same. 
About an hour after the Nabob entered the factory and held a 
Durbar to receive the compliments of his officers upon his success. 
At first they used the gentlemen pretty well but some of the 
soldiers geting drunk they were all ordered into the Black Hole 
without distinction to the number of about two hundred. This 
prison w'as not large enough to hold one fourth part of the number 
there. They were pent up from nine at night till six in the morn- 
ing without anything to drink and the window so small that there 
was hardly any air. When the door w^as opened there was not 
more than twenty or twenty five alive the rest being stifled. 
Among the living were Messrs. Holwell, Court, Cooke, Lushington, 
Burdett, and one or two more gentlemen, the rest was soldiers 
and'Portigueze. Holwell was immediately carried to the Nabob 
and the rest had orders to go where they pleased. Cooke an^ 
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Lushington took the peon at his word and immediately set out, 
.irived on board of the ships the same night, we then laying a little 
alx)\e Biigge Buggee. We had a very warm fire upon us as we 
past Tanna’s Fort and several of the ships received damage as 
they past Buggee Buggee. 

Now to give you an account of your concerns in my hands, your 
lithe 11 igue is entirely lost I informed you in my last I had 
\\r >t< to Mr. Holwell and beged he would gi\e me authority to 
lade it on board sc^rne of the ships. I told him I would deliver it 
to him if he thought he could secure it for yon. He said he had 
11" lui.il power of attorney, therefore could gnt me no authority 
l)iit that he looked upon it as safe in the Company’s House as on 
hnnd .my of the ships. When I heard the Nabob had past 
1 loll dll) I came to a resolution to send as much of it on board 
lh( \ ptune as I possibly could, but then I could not get a single 
" or boat to carry it, and if it had gone it would have shared 

tlk s line fate, as there was a Comp.in)’s sloop run foul of her 
a liltU above Tannahs. The} went ashore andw^ere boarded sword 
in hand b) a vast number of people .ind plundered in our sight. 
^h(. had the greatest part of her Persia cargoe on board and I 
hLlK\c a quantity of comics belonging to you which Holwell de- 
^md might remain on board. I hd\e saved all the jewels deposited 
'Mth me by Wedderburn on }our account, also your Company’s 
bond I had in possession. We hear all the C ossimbuzar gentle- 
niLii are in a prison at Muxada\ad. That factory was plundered 
die da) after it w^as taken, therefore the pearls belonging to you 
and Mr. Moses must also be lost. Your 6,000 rupees in Hastings’ 
h uids must have shared the same fate as the Company’s aurungs are 
I>limdered. A few days before the attack on Calcutta, Manning- 
ham and Frankland sent to me to receive 4,000 rupees on your 
account. As I had no occasion for it I immediately sent to 
Holwell and desired he would send for that sum, his banian 
brought his receipt to me and I gave him mine to be delivered to 
the gentlemen. Mr. Manningham seeing Mr. Holwell’s banian come 
h)r that sum paid him the ballance of your account. This 
Manningham has informed us of since in conversation. Let 
assure you Sir, your loss gives me infinite concern. Fof my 
P‘irt I have lost the greatest part of my own fortune. I did not 
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save a single coat to my back and out of a large sum of money I 
had by me I was not able to get off but about 3,000 rupees, so 
great was the confusion. I have saved all my accounts which is 
more than any other person has done, hardly one saved anything 
but what was on his back. The Nabob has given Watts and 
Collet their liberty who are now at Chandernagore and it is said have 
liberty to trade. W e hear the Moors have pulled down the factory 
house at Calcutta and all the adjacent houses to the fort. No 
Europeans upon any' account to remain there. The name changed 
A llyeftagorc . Cotton sold after taking of the place at 5 rupees 
per fnaund and coiiries at J2 cazc'n^ for a rupee. The Nabob in his 
march back without any^ ceremony sent 100 men into the French 
factory with pickaxes <S:c. to pull down their fortirtcations. The\ 
wTote the Nabob they’ had orders from their Masters to fortify 
themselves and that they’ could not deliver up their guns but if he 
chuse to take them he might, for that they were only merchants 
and not come th(‘re to light, and fuitluT said they’ were ready’ to 
leave the countiy if their living there was disagreeable to him. 
However he has made it up w’ith them for the present upon their 
pay’ing a large sum of money. In the same manner the Dutch 
came oft, hut neither of them can carry on the least trade w'ithout 
a diiiitick from Phau'^dar of Houghlev’, We have wrote several 
letters to the Durbar to endeavour to get leave to go back to 
Calcutta. I am as sensible it w’ould be of the utmost consequence 
to the Company’ their having even the shadow of a Settlement 
here as any’ person, but what security can the Nabob give us we 
shall not be made a sacrifice of w’hen 'vve are in his pow’er ? From 
his known character there is no relyance upon his word, and to 
live under a Moor’s Government death is preferable. For my 
own part I am resolved to enter into no Don Quixote adventures. 
What could induce him to proceed to such lengths as he has 
done already^ He has got a large garrison in our fort and 
Monickchund is made Phausdar, I hardly think all the force we 
have in India will be sufficient to re-settle us here unto any foot- 
ing of security, we being almost as much in want of everything 
as when we first settled here. I don’t foresee anything that 
will prevent my coming up to Madras in August, and though 

^ One cattm or ftaAaM = i 28 o cowries or hawrts. 
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1 look upon the Company in such a scituation as to expect no 
further favours from them I shall not chuse to go home if 
there is any certainty of our being re-established here. The 
Moors declared to some of our people that has since escaped 
that we killed above seven thousand men. This is also con- 
tirmed by the French and Dutch and further that there are 
thousand in the hospital at Houghly. 1 think it impossible 
\VL‘ can have killed near that number. One of the zemindars we 
took prisoner declared to us that the Nabob’s army consisted of 
1^,000 horse and 30,000 foot, three thousand elephants and camels 
and a large Train of artillery, to oppose >\hich force we had as 
1' llowM, military 180, of these not above 40 luiiopeans, and volun- 
tieis 50, militia 60 Europeans, militia 150 Portugueze and 
\nnuiians, artillery 35, voluntiers 40 consisting of sea officers 
ind 1 j- Imsinen In all 515. The Dutch inform us that when the 
^ab()l) past Chincera there was at least 100,000 men with him. 
n brought from Muxadavad 7,000 men as plunderers, these were 
iin pe(jf)le that first enter^cd our bounds. We have undergone 
til' gieatest fatigues since we left Four [? the Fort] having 
bad liardly anything but rice for some days. Not only the whole 
cniinti) has had orders that w^e should not be supplied with any 
pioM^ions but also the French and Dutch, and though there was 
-I Ihitch Europe ship arrived a few days ago we gdt hardly 
■ ii\ thing out of her. In the night a few of the natives brings off 
poMbions to us by stealth. I believe I must by this time have 
tired \()u. I have only had a short warning to scrawd this letter 
f'\er. I request you will forw^ard the inclosed to my uncle 
Murray by the first dispatch tor Europe either Fiench or English. 
If the Dclawar should not be sailed and the Madeira ship arrived, 
ht so jr^)od as to buy me a pipe of Madeira if you can get the 
f aptain pf that ship to carry it for my uncle and debit my 
‘U count for the purchase. I have received your favour of the 
'jth of June but at present cannot enter into business. What has 
happened to us seems to me at some times like a dream. I am 
the utmost sincerity, 

^ear Sir, Your affectionate and obliged servant, William 

Lindsay, 

P«S. I take the liberty of inclosing you a powpr of attorney 
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and beg you will act for me and receive from Messrs. Adams 
and Edwards what concerns of mine they have in their hands 
(ag^eable to my directions to them). If Messrs. Clark and Russoll 
tenders you any money please to receive it. Several disputes 
amongst ourselves puts everything in great confusion. Mr. Manning- 
ham’s going up to the Coast was the occasion of most of the 
Company’s servants and inhabitants throwing in a Remonstrance 
to the Governor, setting forth he was an improper person as he 
left the fort before there was any retreat resolved upon and would 
not come back and attend the Council when sent for. He and 
Mr. Frankland has been very near throwing up the service. I wish 
I had not signed it. My intentions were very different from the 
effects it has had, being only to prevent him from going to the 
Coast as 1 looked upon his presence absolutely necessary in case 
of an accident happening to Mr. Drake. Efitre nous everything that 
was set forth in the Remonstrance can be proved, at least several 
people offers to take their oath of it and upon their veracity I 
signed, William Lindsay. 

Company's Servants Sa7%'d^ Messrs. Orr. 

Messrs. Drake. Gray Senior. 

Manningham. Gray Junior. 

Frankland. Fullerton. 


Pearks. 

Mackett. 

Sumner. 

Ellis. 

Billers. 

Lindsay. 

O’ Haro. 

Vasmer. 

Cooke. 

LuslJhgton. 

Charlton. 

Leyster. 

Senior. 

Tooke. 


Arrived from Jiigdea, 

Messrs. Amayett. 

Flodell.2 

Smyth. 

Hay. 

Midleton. 

Officer Mure. 

A rrived from Ballasore* 

Messrs. Boddam. 

English. 

Officer Keen. 


1 This list follows Lindsay's letter, but it is not quite certain that it belongs to 


it 


« Pleydell 
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Gentlemen at Dacca said to he Gentlemen said to be taken up 
safe in the French Factory with the Nabob in irons. 


there. 

Messrs. Becher. 

Scrafton. 

Hyndman. 

Carteir. 

Waller. 

Johnstone. 

Oflicer Cudmorc. 

Military Officers Saved. 

Mi'^srs. M inchin. 

Grant. 


Messrs. Holwell. 

Court. 

Burdett. 

Ensign Walcot. 

Gentlemen said to be in irons in a 
prision at Muxadavad. 
Messrs. Batson. 

Hastings. 

S\ kes. 

('hambers. 

Watts Junior. 

Mar riot. 


(u- Translation of a letter to M. Demontorcin, dated f^handernagorCy 
I August, 1756.^ 

Ill spite of a fever which has been troubling me for nearly 
t\\n months, I am going to give you, my dear de Montorcin, an 
‘U count of the most terrible revolution which has occurred in 
I>( ngal since the establishment of the Kingdom. 

You have without doubt heard of the death of Aliverdi Khan, 
Nawab of this country, and that his grandson, Siraj-uddaula 
luis succeeded him. In proportion as the former was naturally 
good and pacific, in the same proportion is the latter cruel, 
restless and sanguinary. He joins to these unworthy qualities 
the most sordid avarice and the most extravagant inhumanity. 
1 will give you some instances of this that you may judge for 
yourself, and then resume the thread of what I propose to tell 
... In short there are a thousand other instances, the one 
Worse than the other, which I prefer to omit out of respect to his 


‘ l^ibhotheque Nationale, MSS , Pans This cunous letter is written in such 
barj French that in many places the meaning is by no means clear The writer 
''pares neither the British nor the Moors, who were both, in his eyes, capable of 


given here simply to illustrate the outrageous comments of the 
French to which Mr. Young refers 5« No 48. 

These instances are merely amplifications of those mentioned by Mr. Drake in 
IS narrative, and may therefore be omitted. 
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rank being besides persuaded that I have said sufficient to make 
you understand his character. So let us return [to our subject]. As 
soon as he was made Nawab his first care was to strike down those 
grandees of his Court who seemed to endanger his newly es- 
tablished power. Accordingly he ruined them, so that they might 
not be in a condition to injure him, and in order that they might 
owe entirely to his gift such consideration as they might henceforth 
enjoy. This was certainly good policy, for, by this means, he has 
strengthened himself in his government. However he could not 
reduce them all, and this is a proof of it. The Begum of Moti 
Jhil, daughter-in-law^ of Aliverdi Khan his grand-father, \Nho would 
have been like him a claimant for the Nawabship if Alnerdi Khan 
had not chosen him as his heir presumptive, took up arms, not 
to attack him but to put herself in a state of defence. Know- 
ing the natural wickedness of her nephcwv she foresaw clearly that 
she would hav( everything to fear from a monster like him, and, 
for their greater safety, placed all her ti ensures in the care of the 
English, in tfie same way as did one Raja Balav who had for a 
long time been Sii aj-uddaula’s most bitter enemy', and who took 
the side of the Begum, but Siraj-uddaula was not yet sufficiently 
firm on his throne to risk a war so soon after his accession, as he 
feared he might force people to declare openly for one party or 
other, which was the more probable as he was then threatened by 
an army of 80,000 men, (sent, they say, by the Mogol King to make 
his grandfather pay considerable arrears of tribute) which was 
commanded by the son of that famous Mansur Ali Khan, of whom 
y^ou may have heard people talk. He is as good and brave a 
general as his father, and has well disciplined troops. He had 
nearly reached Patna when Aliverdi Khan died. Siraj-uddaula 
was also threatened by the Marathas. All these reasons induced 
him to come to terms with the Begum of Moti Jhil, all the more so 
as the Begu^oi his grandfather, Aliverdi Khan, strongly urged him 
to do so, representing the danger he ran of being driven from his 
throne if he engaged in a war like this without examining whether 
if was just or unjust. Consequently she spoke to her daughter, 
widow of Nawajis Muhammad Khan, who had been Nawab of 
Dacca and had died eight months before from taking a little 

^ She was really Aliverdi Khan's daughter. 
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soup which Aliverdi Khan gave him to ensure the kingdom to 
this young prince. His aunt, this same Begum of Moti Jhil, of 
whom we have spoken above, and widow of this Nawajis 
Muhammad Khan, willingly agreed to the accommodation which 
was unexpectedly presented to her, and the affair terminated 
amicably by her paying over a sum of mone\ . And it is said it 
w.is this money w’hich caused the son of Mansur Ali Khan to 
U‘tiie from this country without committing any act of hostility. 
\\c were beginning to flatter ourselves that there would be no 
it\()lutic)ns in this country after such an arrangement, but the 
lutul.int character of this madman ought to h ivc convinced us of 
tlu contrary. In fact about two or three months ago he learned that 
lii^ .Hint and Raja Balav had placed their money in the charge of 
ilu Knglish. He was extremely vexed, and in consequence sent 
.'11 Older to the English to restore those treasures, as well as the 
i hildiem of Raja Balav, who had been put under the protection of the 
Liigbsh flag because the Nawab had seized their father. On being 
riliiscd he sent 6,ooo horsemen to surround the fort which they 
li.i\( at Cassimbazar, but the people there prepared to stand an 
.itta( k. The Nawab w'as greatly astonished at this, as if the fort 
oiicdit to have surrendered at his first summons. He sent another 
^ cry considerable body of troops with several pieces of cannon, and 
erected a battery at the angle of one of the bastions of the fort. 
The English allowed him to do this being persuaded that the 
affair would terminate amicably. But the Nawab thought very 
differently, and ordered one of his generals to attack at once, 
1 his general, named Raja Durlabh Ram, pledged his head that 
he w’ould capture the fort alone, mounted his elephant and 
piesented himself before the fort gate to break it down. The 
1 -nglish seeing this stupid blustering had it opened to him. He 
^vas about to enter, but when he saw' 4 pieces of cannon in the 
entry of the gate, the gunners with matches lighted and ready to 
hre on him, and all the troops under arms, all this preparation, I 
frightened him and made him retrace his steps with much 
f^ore promptitude than he had shown in advancing. He said to the 
Maw'ab, * Prince, these people cannot be captured without much 
bloodshed, so it would be better for you to come to terms with 
^hem.’ The Nawab was not very far away, and he repeated his 
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orders to the Raja to make an attack; but this general, the 
declared enemy of the English and extremely desirous of their 
ruin, immediately sent word to Mr. Watts, who commanded in 
the place, to come and talk with the Nawab to whom he had 
already spoken in favour of the English, saying that the affair 
would then terminate amicably, and swearing by Muhammad, by 
his sword, and by his beard &c. that no harm should be done to 
him. The Council was immediately assembled and nearly all the 
members agreed that he ought to take the advice given by Raja 
Durlabh Ram. He started immediately taking only his surgeon 
as interpreter. While this trickery went on the Nawab kiuw 
nothing of what was happening, and was thinking of sending word 
to Mr. Watts to come and see him, but to come with the dignity 
of a Chief about to arrange an accommodation, when suddenly a 
chobdar'^ of the Nawab announced the English Chief. The Nawab 
immediately said, ‘Things are changed now, without doubt Raja 
Durlabh Ram has made him a prisoner of w'ar,’ and Mr. Watts 
appeared before him in a condition the more humiliating because 
his hands had been tied behind his back. The Nawab refused 
to listen to him, ordered him to be closely guarded, and im- 
mediately marched with the rest of his army towards the place 
and summoned it to surrender, to which the Second-in-command 
and the Council agreed, fear having seized them, so that they ga\e 
up the place without bring a shot. They wxtc seized, tied up like 
pigs, and exposed wdth jo white soldiers and 20 topasses whom 
they had, in the Cachari- or public Chaiidriy to the derision and 
insult of an infamous mob. As for the wife of the Chief, they 
sent her to the fort which we have there, and demanded a receipt 
for her from the chief, Mr. Law. There was found in the place 84 
cannons, 30 millions (?) of powder, 5 balls for each gun, a quantity 
of grape shot, and a quantity of booty. I forgot to tell you that the 
English o^er blew^ out his brains wdth' his two pistols, holding one 
in each hand, w'hen he surrendered the place. An act of noble 
despair apparently in his estimation, but one which I consider 
‘mere weakness. I would at any rate have avenged my death m 
the blood of my enemy by spreading my shots as widely as 1 could, 
and I would have died arms in hand. That is what I should think 

* Here means the Public Offices. 


1 A mace or staff bearer. 
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a glorious death, and a death* worthy of a gentleman. The Nawab, 
proud of his victory, proposed to himself nothing less than to 
chase the English out of his country, and determined to go and 
take Calcutta, the capital of the English in this country and 
a very strong place. Accordingly he wrote to the other European 
nations to assist him in accomplishing his purpose, which was 
I L fused him, so as not to violate our treaties in Europe. Besides 
none' of us were able to give him any help, especially ourselves 
as \\c had only about 6o foreigners (? sepoys) and perhaps 150 
topasscs, I’urther we feared he might attack us in pas«;ing, as the 
iiimour lan that way, though he never ceased assuring M. Renault, 
that h(' wished to raise our nation above all the others. The 
'-13ccimcn of treason practised on the English Chief gave us reason 
t(» fiai he would treat us m the same ^^ay. Our refusal and that 
of tlu Dutch did not prevent his persisting in his design. He 
•^ent on his dm an with an army of 12,000 men, and started himself 
^orne time after with the rest of his army. He sent word to us, 
as he passed, that we had nothing to fear, that he loved us much, 
that M. Dupleix vas his grandfather, M. De Leyrit his father, 
M. Renault his brother and M. Law, Chief at Cassimbazar his 
''On, but that he begged us again and again to give him assistance 
which M. Renault refused, explaining the reasons which prevented 
him from doing so. Whether he pretended or really believed 
in the reasons given him, he appeared to be content with them, 
though he often came back to the charge. All this time we were 
fortifying ourselves as w’ell as we could, in case he intended to 
attack us on his return from Calcutta. As for the English they 
awaited him firmly, and appeared determined to defend themselves 
to the death, to punish properly the immoderate pride of this 
>oung prince, and to revenge themselves for the infamy with which 
they had been covered by the surrender of the Fort of Cassim- 
ha/ar. Every man took up arms, and the English had probably 500 
Europeans and 700 other people, half castes^ and topasses, all very 
resolute to fight, and they had ships, I say, 6 or 7 very well armed 
''hich were intended to incommode the enemy. They barricaded . 
the streets, raised considerable batteries, and built redoubt upon 

’ The word in my copy is •Manillois.’ This might moan Malay Sepoys, or it 
be a mistake for • Mestis,’ or half-castes. 
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redoubt. All this appeared certainly more than enough for the 
destruction of the Nawab’s army, though it was composed of 
60,000 men, 100 white soldiers, 250 cannons, and 500 elephants ; 
however the result proved the contrary, as you will see by what 
follows, owing to the knavery of Mr. Drake the Governor and of 
the Commandant of the troops. The Nawab advanced only 
slowly, it seemed as if the closer he approached the town the 
more gently he went. His army marched unwillingly, his people 
murmured loudly against him and said that he w^as taking them 
to be butchered and that they could never capture the place. 
These just murmurs of the army came to the ears of the Nawab; 
he paid no attention to them. He even treated very cavalierly 
a person who spoke to him of them saying, ‘ I do not doubt 
that thou art afraid thyself, I am not astonished at it for thou 
art a Bengali cow'ard.’ — As a matter of fact this person was 
one of his dependent rajas , — ‘ Learn then, to-day, that we must 
conquer or die,’ he said to him, not wishing to give up his 
enterprise, ‘ for the rest, I will teach thee I am not Aliverdi Khan, 
my grandfather, nor any other of my predecessors, but I am 
Siraj-uddaula, and I do exactly as I please, and it will cost any 
man his 11 te who dares to suggest anything contrary to my wish or 
intention.* In short on the 17th he arrived at about a league 
from Calcutta and encamped, and from the next morning there 
were several small skirmishes, in which however he lost many men 
and even several persons of distinction. On the 19th the English 
made a sortie of about 50 men, commanded by Monsieur de la 
Beaume, whom you have seen at Pondicherry, and who did marvels. 
He killed a prodigious number of the enemy, and I believe that 
on that day it would have been all up wuth the [Nawab’s] army if 
Mr. Drake the Governor, who w^anted nothing less than his ruin, 
had not sent him [Monsieur Le Beaume] word to retire im- 
mediately. Jhe Moors were astonished at a retreat so unexpected 
and which*ave them so much pleasure ; their surprise was still 
more agreeable when they saw that the town was being abandoned 
to them. It was in fact of too great extent for effective defence, 
but what was the use of having made all those barricades, redoubts 
and batteries, to retire after having beaten the enemy into a 
fort, ordinarily the last resort after defeat ? Indeed they bad a 
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\ery different design in their hearts — ^but the town was in a minute 
full of the enemy and of plunderers who set it on fire ever)^here. 
During this time, the English prudently embarked on the ships all 
the ladies and the valuables, and drove out the natives in their 
service whom they had sheltered in the fori, and made several 
little sorties in which they killed a number of people. The Nawab 
Ik'gin to despair of his enterprise, when suddenly on the 20th, 
towards 3 o’clock in the evening, he saw the English retire to 
their ships and embark in great disorder, and the Moorish flag 
fl}ing on the fort. The army thought that the few people who 
had l)(.(n sent to plunder the towm must have taken the fort; 
thi‘y lushed upon it like madmen, but what was their surprise to 
the gates closed and the sentinels at their posts. A single 
cannon shot, my deal fellow, a single discharge of grape-shot 
Would have scattered this mob of men who did not know w^hat to 
do hut at last the gates were opened to them, and nearly 200 men 
surrendered themselves ignominiously with their arms. The ships 
cut their cables and let themselves drop down with the tide, which 
w IS luckily in their favour, to get out of reach of the cannon, the 
wind being contrary. Without doubt such a singular event must 
m extraordinary to you. You will be right for it is incompre- 
hensible, but I am going to show you w'hat was under the cards. 
\\ oiild you believe it, my dear fellow, that these Englishmen, un- 
worthy to bear the name of Europeans, gave themselves up without 
iiiing a single gun in their fort, and that by common consent — ex- 
cepting 4 or 5 men of distinction who did not wish to stain them- 
•^ehes by so black an action, and who preferred to sacrifice them- 
selves to the fury of the Moors rather than consent to it, and 
'‘'ho now actually have irons on their feet and hands. These un- 
"orthy wretches, I say, made this execrable agreement not merely 
after they were attacked but at the time when they were first 
threatened with war. What is this agreement ? Nothing less, 
^i^y dear fellow, than a most barefaced robbery. Here is the 
proof of it. They embarked the money deposited by the Begum 
^ Jil and Raja Balav, as well as immense sums which 

^ ^^**chants and private people had put in their charge, 
I inking that they and their fortunes would be safe with them* 
*■ that all the money which they are carrying off amounts 
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possibly to more thai> 4 krors. This is, without doubt, hou 
these gentlemen reasoned, ‘ We owe much to the Moors, we are 
not rich, here is an opportunity of paying our debts and those of 
the Company and of enriching all of us, so do not let us miss the 
chance. We shall dishonour ourselves, it is true, in the opinion 
of foreigners, but what does that matter to us, so long as we ha\e 
the money ? Besides w'e shall assert loudly that the French 
assisted the Moors and so forced us to retire as we could not 
resist their fire.’^ 

I do not, it is true, know their sentiments from themselve'^, 
but what can one think of behaviour so dishonourable as their", 
if they are not of this nature ? It is, indeed, the opinion of every- 
body, and even of the Moors, who are in despair at having missed 
capturing what was the real cause of the war, besides the conduct 
of Mr. Drake, the Governor, and of the Commandant of the troops 
proves clearly that such w'as their fashion of thinking, for they 
decamped on board the ships the hrst day of the attack, saying 
openly as they went off ‘ It is not possible to keep the fort, as 
the French have lent soldieis to the enemy. You can try, 
gentlemen,’ they said to the English, ‘ to defend yourselves as best 
you can, w'e four^ are going to retire as it is useless to fight,’ but 
the next day the Council followed them. Their shameful flight, 
my dear fellow, covers all Europeans with a disgrace which they 
will never wipe out in this country ; every one curses, detests and 
abhors them. They [ruinj by their flight perhaps 15,000 persons, 
at whose expense they enrich themselves without any remorse. 
They have committed, it is said, abominations, even to throwing 
their owm children into the Ganges to prevent their being taken, 
so they said, by the Moors. God knows if it was not to get rid of 
them the more certainly. 

After this disaster there arrived at Chandernagore a number of 
people of j^l kinds who were fleeing from the fury of the Moors. 
There were cries and lamentations which made the heart bleed- 
One woman was seen weeping for a son who was drowned 

* The 100 whites referred to by the writer (p 178 ) were deserters from 
nagore They managed the artillery, and it was the shot from their guns which plftc 
the ships in danger and suggested the advisability of their moving. 

^ Hefors to Messrs. Drake, Mmchin, Manningham, and Franklaod. 
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whilst trying to escape, and four boys for their mother, killed 
or carried off by the Moors to satisfy their brutal and shameful 
])assions. It was a general desolation. Terror had seized all the 
people in the country : they cried and ran about like senseless 
people, they exterminated with their curses the English and their 
posterity for carrying off their wealth, and rausirg the loss of their 
women, their children and all their relations. They besought 
.1.,^ HP and again, some the Heavens and some their demons, that 
the laMshers of their goods might not proht thereby and that they 
nii^dit perish miserably, they and their ship-. 1 firmly believed 
til it their vows would be accomplished, for the English were not 
\(t in safety, for the following reason. The Moors having seen 
tlicm in flight sent [men] to erect batteries at two places on the 
ii\t'r named M if kwa Tana and Budge-budge, the two narrowest 
[)urtions of the river, and the ships being obliged to pass quite 
flose to the batteries which they had made, there was reason to 
f .u that they w'ould be sunk, and it w^ould have been all up with 
tiu m, if these people had known how to aim a gun, for they were 
h )und to be terribly embarrassed with all the women, who were 
likely to communicate their fear to the remainder of the soldiers 
and to the crew's by the outcries they w'ould have made, if they 
held been obliged to make a landing. In short wdiatever one may 
these gentlemen, especially Mr. Drake, w'lll never free them- 
seKcs froni such an infamy, and Mr. Drake will never be able to 
deprive his nation of the right to hang him and all his Council. 
Ihit, themgh this is the just punishment w'hich they may look 
foiward to, they passed on the 25th June the batteries which 
the} had had reason to fear. We also learned the same day 
that the Nawab had made a considerable booty in Calcutta, 
that he had found all kinds of munitions of war, and weapons 
'’Utheient to arm 7 to 8 thousand men in European fashion. 
Judge, my dear fellow, what injury this does to the [French] 
udtion. We learned also that he had sent a body of troops 
'Nhich was in reserve in the direction of Hugh, a Moorish town, 
to besiege Chinsurah, a Dutch colony 3 leagues away from 
us. The Nawab demanded from them only 12 lakhs as the price 
of his refraining from pulling down the four bastions of their fort 
and cutting down their flagstaff. We expected our turn when the 
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Dutch had finished with him. We were certainly not deceived 
in our conjectures, for on the 26th the siege was raised from before 
Chinsurah, the Dutch having paid 4^ lakhs, and the same day 
there came one of the 'Nq.wq.Ws jemadars, a kind of Captain, with 
50 people, to pull down our bastions and cut down our flagstaff, 
if we refused to pay 9 lakhs, of which they were unwilling to 
abate anything. We certainly had no intention of paying this 
sum, and as the jemadar w^ould not go away without having a 
posithe reply from the Council, he said he would sleep in the 
fort, in order to be handy to carr} out his commission, i.e. to 
pull down the bastions, he and his 50 men. At last the Council 
ordered every one to retire into the fort at 8 in the evening with 
all their most valuable property as w^e were likely to be besieged 
in the night of the 27th to 28th. The town w^as in the greatest 
confusion. Every one was frightened and carried his goods 
into the fort as quickly as he could run, all. the posts were 
distributed, and every one for the time being turned soldier. As 
for me I was charmed with this adventure, because I had a musket, 
having always had a sneaking affection for the military life. I 
expected to kill at least a dozen of the Moors for myself in the 
first sortie that should be made, for I w^as quite resolved to join in 
it and not to stand idle on a bastion, where one often gets hurt 
without having the pleasure of hurting the enemy. Every one 
seemed quite determined to fight valiantly\ The Moors would 
not have taken us so cheaply as they had the English, but peace 
was made on the 28th at 10.30 a.m. for [a sum of money], I did 
not however think it would have ended in that way. Doubt- 
less the Nawab had become sober again, since he withdrew 
the order to besiege us, on condition that w^e paid 3 lakhs and 
35 or 36 thousand rupees, so they say, and every one received 
orders to go home. 1 leave you to judge if our ladies, who the day 
before were in'^ie depths of desolation, received this news with 
pleasure. For the ladies don’t like people to play at skittles 
[i.e. roll cannon-balls about] so close to them. However, my dfear 
fellow, as for us, it was the mountain which brought forth a mouse. 
But the 3 J lakhs, you will say, that the Company has to pay, is 
that a mouse ? Yes, my dear fellow, for I should like it to have to 
pay still more, to teach it not to leave this factory, which is 
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beyond contradiction the finest of its Settlements, denuded of 
soldiers and munitions of war, so that it is not possible for us 
to show our teeth, nor to protect ourselves from the insatiable 
cupidity for money which these people have shown of late, 
especially this very Nawab, who appears to me a kind of fellow 
disposed to vex the European nations as much as ever he can. 

The 30th June we learned the loss of two English vessels,^. full 
of silver and women, one at Makwa Tana, the other at Budge 
Budge, though w’e had been assured that they were all safe. It is 
'laid that the plainer of the women on board these two ships were 
allowed to ransom themselves; there was especially one lady who 
paid 25 rupees for each of the prettier women.' I do not know 
what their fate will be, and we persuade ourselves that this piece 
of information is not true. Besides so many jocular stories are 
made up about this business that one may be permitted to disbelieve 
many things which are reported, especially this, seeing that the 
Mc)ors are very respectful to women.' Ai for the English they 
ought to recognize clearly, little as they are in the habit of 
thinking about it, that it is God who has made them feel the 
\\ eight of His arm, and they ought to doubt no longer that the 
measure of their crimes is full. 

15^/t August, 1756.^ — We have just learned that the English 
wish to return and take Calcutta, and that they number 800, 
including the reinforcements which have come to them from the 
Coast to make this expedition. All those who took refuge here 
with the Nawab’s permission, are going down to find their vessels, 
and, without doubt, to take part in this expedition. It is asserted 
that the Nawab, having got wind of this, is raising an army of 
ho, 000 men to oppose any enterprises which they may undertake 
He has sent 10,000 men to guard Calcutta. I don’t know how all 
this will go off. Some say this formidable army is to oppose the 
Grand Wazir of the Mogol King, who is coming, they say, to make 
war on the Nawab and put another in his place. The Nawab 

^ The Neptune and the Dihgewe. 

“ Evidently a French version of the chivalrous action of Mirza Omar Beg, who 
restored some captured English ladies unhurt to their hu^iands. 

® As seen in their behaviour to Mrs, Watts at Co s ai mh a g a r . 

^ A kind of postscript added to the preceding letter. (Note of the copyist,) 
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says he is coming to help him to punish the English if they dare 
to seek a quarrel with him. However the country is already in a 
state of combustion or [soon] will be. I don’t know whether the 
Europeans will suffer by it ; there is ever^^thing for them to fear — 
I except the English. If the Nawab is victorious over the Grand 
WaziVy he might well drive them out of his country as he has done 
the English, under the idea which possesses his mind that our 
colonies are extremely rich. And, greedy of money as he is, there 
is nothing he will not undertake to get it. It is to be hoped that 
peace may be made in Europe and that the European nations 

may form a league to repress the insolence of this prince, 

who again appears indisposed to leave them in tranquillity and 

inclined to annoy them as much as he can. A concert must be 

established and if possible another Nawab put in his place. It is 
true that there w^ould be many difficulties in this expedition — 
the different interests of the nations would never agree, the 
English and Dutch are too jealous of their commerce — and those 
people would betray their own fathers in such a matter, and it 
would be impossible to make them hear reason. However the 
actual facts must make them forget everything else. We are 
despised and mocked beyond endurance, and one needs the patience 
of the Saints to submit, however w^e must be patient in spite of 
ourselves, having no soldiers to shew them our teeth. Finally, 
my dear fellows I will let you know the results of the revolutions 
in this country, and assuredly they ought to be both great and 
interesting. Adieu, be as well as I wish you to be, and believe 
me, whilst I live, your sincere and best friend. 

zbih August^ — There is nothing new since the 15th except 

a rumour that the English wish to come and re-take their town 
at once, not being able to sustain themselves any longer at the 
mouth of the river, all their people falling ill through the im- 
possibility of se^yg foot on shore, owing to the country being so 
inundated that one cannot even erect a straw hut. You under- 
stand of course that they could find plenty of dry ground in the 
interior, but what could they do then with their ships ? However 
I doubt this news. 

> Second postscript from the same to the same. (Note of the copyist ) 
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70. Letter from /. Z. Holwell to Council, Fort Saint George, dated 
Hugh, 3 August, 1756. 

Honourable Sir and Sirs, — With this you have copy of my 
letter dispsitched per pattainar from Muxadabad the 17th ultimo, on 
the leprizal of which I find a few errors and omissions occasioned 
hy Ihe wretched state I was then in, and which 1 now beg leave to 
iLctify. 

(')n the three advanced batteries being withdrawn Friday the i8th, 
possession was taken by our troops of the Church, and Messrs. 
F\ies, Cruttenden’s, the Company's and Oin\ Chund’s houses, 
hut were all abandoned the next day (I think after the desertion 
of tne President, Commandant tSic.), but will be only positive as 
t(; the party in Mr. Cruttenden’s house, commanded by Captain 
Licutenafit Smith, because w'hen I was going round the ramparts 
iiltcr being appointed to the government of the fort, I dis- 
coursed w’ith that party from the curtain next to Mr. Cruttenden’s 
house. 

In my letter of the 17th July, I omitted mentioning the enemy 
ha\ mg made a lodgement on the Church on the morning of the 20th, 
hut they did not finish their breastwork of bales upon it untill 
after 12. From this post w’hich commanded every line and bastion 
of the fort, the enemy. must have been dislodged by a counter 
lodgement upon the top of the Factory House had there been 
iinmunition to have maintained the fort any longer. 

I likewise omitted mentioning that one of the Moor’s ships which 
^^ere under our guns, w^as intended to be taken wdth the Saint George 
for the general retreat we had intended and planned for the night 
of the 20th, and which w'ould have been cj^rried into execution the 
19th at night, had the Saint George come dowm to us with her boats. 

In my mention of the western gate being betraid to the enemy 
during the parly, I did not advise that the guard there and a 
great part of the garrison, military and militia rushed out the 
nioment the gate was opened and endeavoured to escape ; many 
'^ere killed, some escaped, and others received quarter. The gate 
'^as forced by a sergeant of the Train named Hedleburgh now in 
the service of the Nabob. During the parly, the southerly 
or barrier was deserted by the sergeant and guard there, who fled, 
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and the enemy forcing that barrier, found nothing to oppose their 
enterance into the fort as soon as the western gate was forced. 
All the foregoing particulars in this paragraph came not to my 
knowledge untill my return from Muxadabad. 

I remarked to your Honour &c. 5,000 of the enemy being killed 
by their own confession ; but from more certain intelligence their 
loss is first and last seven thousand at least. 

I over reckoned the number of prisoners put into the Black Hole 
and the number of the dead ; the former being only 146 and the 
latter 123, man}^ recovering after air was let in by opening the 
door in the morning ; and many more 1 doubt not might have 
recovered had any means or care been taken of them. I charged 
the Nabob with designedly having ordered the unheard-of piece of 
cruelty of cramming us all into that small prison ; but I have now 
reason to think I did him injustice. His orders I learn was only 
general, ‘ That we should be imprisoned that night, our number 
being too great to be at large.’ And being left to the mercy and 
direction of his jemida)s and burkandosscs, their resentment for the 
number of their brethren slain took this method of revenge ; and 
indeed they ceased not insulting us the whole night, though wit- 
nesses of horrors which bar all description. 

I have said there was an order of Council the i8th in the evening 
for embarking the Company’s treasure, books and the ladies. On 
recollection I think the Company’s books was not part of the 
order. My mistake arose from a short conversation after Council 
between Mr. Manningham and myself on the propriety of carrying 
also the Company’s books and essential papers off with him when 
he went to conduct the ladies. Whether the treasure or books 
were embarked I cannot say, the late President and Gentlemen 
below who have assumed the title and authority of ‘ Agents for 
the Company’s Affairs ’ are the best judges. After the President s 
departure, I n^c inquiry after the Sub-Treasurer and keys of the 
Treasury, but neither one or the other was to be found. I intended 
on the first recess to have opened the Treasury to have been 
satisfied in this particular ; but that recess never came. 

I have said the enemy was repulsed at Baag Buzar Redoubt by 
Ensign Paccard and 25 men, but forgot to mention his being re- 
inforced by Lieutenant Blagg and 30 men ; I also omitted that 
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the Saint George, Captain Hague, and another small vessell com- 
manded by Captain Campbell, was stationed up the river to cover 
that post, at the attack of which the enemy lost at least 800 men 
from the fire of the detachment on shore and from the ships, which 
obliged them to abandon their design of entering at that quarter, 
which they never attacked again. 

I have more than once made mention of the want of ammunition 
as one principal cause of the loss of the Settlement, but beg leave 
to remark here, that had the quantity of our ammunition remaining 
been ever so great, it would have been morally impossible to have 
defended the fort another day, circumstanced as we were. For 
mot to mention the particulars of less moment, such as some of 
our Dutch soldiers being drunk, and a few worthless low fellows 
amongst the militia seditious and troublesome) our garrison by the 
numbers killed, wounded and deserted became so reduced that the 
duty and action was continual and without relief, and the strength 
of both officers and soldiers were in a manner quite exhausted. I 
should not have added any trouble to your Honour &c. on this 
subject, had I not been informed that a pompous account of the 
ammunition in Fort William when taken, has been transmitted to 
your Presidency and to my Honorable Masters, by some whom I 
am sorry to say must in this case have been glad to act on levelling 
principles, or they would have been a little more circumspect in 
tninsmitting the Report,’ which I hear was taken from an old 
invalid sergeant of the Train named Myers, and a matross of the 
Train named Miller, which account as I am further informed was 
given by those people as the whole of the ammunition contained 
in the factory at the beginning of the siege, and indeed must be 
so from the nature of things, though I hear it is transmitted to 
your Honour &c. as an account of ammunition &c. remaining in the 
fort when surrendered. This I will suppose was by mistake, for 
1 Would not be thought to insinuate it could possibly be done with 
design. The whole quantity of the Company’s powder in the 
^^agazine of the fort was at the beginning 74® maunds only, and 
some quantity belonging to the ships which as usual on their im- 
porting were deposited there, and a double quantity redelivered to 

’ See below, * An account of ammunition in Fort William at the time of the Moora 
taking the place.' 
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them when sent on service to Tanner’s Fort and to cover Baag Buzar 
Redoubt — four ships I think to Tanner’s and two to Baag Buzar. 
The former cannonaded that post as I remember a day and night, 
and sent for a supply of powder which they received, and none 
was returned back from any of them. Add to this, the powder 
expended in the number of shells thrown, the continued cannon- 
ading from the advanced batteries to the northw^ard and to the 
eastward as w^ell as from the fort the i8th, and from the fort only 
on the 19th and 20th, and it will appear impossible there could be 
many hours’ ammunition in the fort when surrendered. Add to 
this the Captain of the Train’s report in Council the i8th which 
must surely carry greater weight and conviction with it than that 
of the people abovementioned, supposing their report to have 
been as transmitted ; to corroborate which report of Captain L. 
Witherington, I beg leave to mention another circumstance that 
during the enemy's three attacks made to the northward in the 
morning of the 20th, Mr. Baillie and the Captain of the Train came 
to me and pressed my then throwing out a flag of truce, the latter 
telling me there was no powder left, but what was wet ; I asked 
him whether there was not enough for a few hours. He replied 
that was the utmost ; I then told him the enemy should be first 
convinced we could repulse them, and that a flag of truce would 
be afterwards throwm out with a much better prospect of success. 
The small quantity of powder at the beginning w^as the reason we 
could not think of blowing up the houses round us, and to have 
pulled them down would have been tw^o months* w'ork — pucca 
houses near as strong as the fort itself. Powder we made every 
day more or less untill the place was actually invested, but it was 
wet and useless, and a dependence on some shells filled with this 
powder had like to have been the loss of the north-west bastion 
the morning of the 20th, not one of them taking. Thus on the 
whole I may tier to your Honour tcc. that not one article in the 
account of ammunition transmitted you, said to be in the fort at 
the time we surrendered, is true, save that of the wet powder of 
which I believe there was about 100 maund. 

Accompanying this are the several lists promised in mine of the 
17th ultimo. They are as correct as I at present can make them, an^ 
are deficient in nothing but in the number of those of the militia- 
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and others who quitted the fort the i8th and igth, whose names I 
cannot obtain untill I join our scattered Colony below, which I 
intend doing in a day or two if I can attempt the thing with any 
degree of safety, having advice that Major Killpatrick is arrived on 
the Delawar with a reinforcement of 250 men. 

I am (S:c. &c. J. Z. Holwell. 

P.S. Since closing the above I have been favoured with letters 
from some of the gentlemen, subalterns of the militia, extenuating 
their quitting the fort, concerning whom I am to request your 
Honour ^cc. will suspend your judgement until they have an oppor- 
tunity of speaking for themselves, more particularly Messrs. 
Mapletoft, Wedderburn, Douglas and Sumnei, w'ho were w’ith 
l{a\(* on board the ships to secure some papers and just to see 
their families. The three former asserting the late President 
a>.sured them the retreat was general and that ever} body was 
quitting the fort, and the latter proving he w'as detained on board 
the Dadaly by the express order of his officer C olonel Manningham 
and all deprived of any possibility of returning by the falling down 
of the ships. In saying Ensign Walcot was the only military 
officer of the garrison alive I committed another mistake, Ensign 
Carstairs wounded in the gallant defence of the Jail is living, 
though appears to have lost the use of his arm. 

J. Z. Holwell. 


A List of those loho quitted Fort William the i%th and 
i(^th June, 1756. 


Governor Drake, 19th Juno 

Colonel Manningham, 18th do. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Frankland, 

1 8th do. 

Mr. Mackett, 2nd Captain 
Militia, igth do. 

Captain Minchin, Command- 1 
ant, igth do. 1 

Captain Grant, Adjutant- 
General, igth do. 

Mr. Mapletoft, Captain 
Lieutenant Militia, igth do. 


Charles O'Hara, Ensign and 
Lieutenant Train, igth do. 

Henry Wedderburn, Lieutenant 
Militia, 19th do. 

Charles Douglas, Ensign Militia, 
igth do. 

Thomas Holmes, Lieutenant 
Militia, i8th do. 

William Sumner, Lieutenant 
Militia, iSth do. 

Robert Halsey Baldrick, Ensign 
Militia, 19th do. 
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Volunteers, 

Mr. William Ellis, 19th June 
Mr. William Billers 
Mr. William Rider, 19th June 
Mr. Ascanius Senior 
Mr. Wiliam Orr 

•Mr. Francis Vasmor, 19th June 
Mr. Robert Leicester 
Mr. Stephen Page 
Mr. William Tooke 
Mr. Francis Charlton 
Mr. — Champion, 19th June 
Captain Lodwick Lord, 
wounded 

Captain — C ampbell, igth June 
Militia, 

Mr. Edward Holden Cruttcnden 

Mr. Anselm Beaumont 

Captain David Rannie 

Mr. William Nixon 

Mr. John Putham 

Captain Nicholson and Officers 


' Captain Austin and Officers 
I Mr. William Lindsay 
Captain Whatmoug and Officers 
Captain Young and do. 

Mr. Margass 
Mr. Py finch 
Captain Walmsley 
' William Burton 
Monsieur Albert 
Monsieur Carvallo 
Mr. John Wood 
Captain Laing 
Henry Sumus (Summers) 
Captain Hugh Baillie 
Eduard Ridge 
William Elves 
Daniel Whaley 
William Ling 
John Strousenberg 
I John Helmstead (S:c. 

I Doctors. 

I William Fullerton 


A List of those smother'd in the Black Hole the 20th June, 1756, at 
Night, exclusive of the English, Dutch, -and Portugueze Soldiers, 
whose names I am unacquainted with. 


Messrs. Edward Eyre 1 t- 
William Baillie) 

Messrs. E. Page 

Grubb 

Rev. Mr. Jervas Bellamy 

Street 

Messrs. Jenk^ 

Harod 

Revely 

Johnston 

Law 

Ballard 

Valicourt 

N. Drake 

Jebb 

Carse 

Coales 

Knapton 

Toriano 

Goslin 
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Messrs. Bing 
Dod 

Dalrymple 

C aptains Clayton, Command- 
ant 

Buchanan 
Witherington 
Lieutenants Bishop 
Hays 
Blagg 
Simpson 
Bellamy, Junior 
Lnsigns Paccard 
Scott 
Hastings 

Charles Wedderburn 


Serjeant Major Dumbleton, 
Ensign Militia 
I Mr. Atkinson 
Abraham -j 

I Cartwright ISerjeant Militia 

I Bleau J 

Cary 

I Stephenson 

Guy 
Porter 

, Captain Hunt 
Park< i 

Stephen Page 
Captain Osborne 
Purnel 
Mr. Calker 

Bendal, cS:c. 


J LiU of thaiiC who came^ahvc out of the Black Hole the 21st 
in the Morning, 


Messrs. Holwell 
Court 
Cooke 
Walcott 
Lushington 
Burdett 


Messrs. Moran 

John Meadows 
Captain Mills 

Dickson 

and 

8 or 9 Soldiers and Gunners 


A List of Officers killed and wounded after the desertion of 
the Governor, &c. 


^ 3. p tain -Lieutenant Smith, 
killed. 

^ aptain Pickering, one of the 
Captains of the Points at the 
Great Guns — killed. 

Lieutenant Simson — wounded. 

Lieutenant Talbot — wounded 
^nd died of his wounds the 
2 1st in the morning. 


Ensign Paccard — wounded. 
Scott — ditto. 

Coales of the Militia — 
wounded. 

Carstairs — wounded at 
the Jail the 18th; As also 
Monsieur La Beaume who 
commanded at that Post. 
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Letiei from Major Ktlpatnck to Council, Fort Saint George, dated 
on board the * Delauar,* Fulta, 5 August, 1756. 

Honolrable Sir and Sirs, — I take this (the first opportunit} 
I could possibly meet with) to have the honour of acquainting you 
that I arrived on the ri\er on the 28th ultimo, with the troops undei 
my command, mostly in good health and spirits. Of these I here 
now inclose >ou a return together with a state of the military at 
Bengal and of the ordinance stores 

I need not I believe inform >ou, Gentlemen, of the melancholl} 
news I met with upon my first arrival here, which you vmII no 
doubt have heard and oeforc this can reach }ou, and with all 
its cruel circumstances from Mr. Manningham 

I left the Dclaviar, which is now safelv come up, on the 30th 
ultimo at the request of the Governour and Council, and found 
them the same da\ on board of their ships in a situation not eas} 
to be described You may more easily imagine the condition of 
those poor gentlemen, driven out from their habitations, driven 
out from all the\ have in the world, and what is worst, having 
lost all 01 almost all that had been committed to their charge , 
where man> people around them who have also lost their alls, are 
discontented and even troublesome, pretending to find fault and 
give their opinions without showing that respect which they ought 
I hope hovNever when we all meet (for there are still three of the 
Council up at the French Factor}) that we shall be then able to 
re-establish harmon}, and take such resolutions as will be most 
for the benefit of the Honourable Company, and advantage of the 
w hole. 

When I mention the Council, I ought to inform you that 
I have the honour to act here as one of the members, m a 
manner at the desire of the gentlemen themselves, for they told 
me that it J^s the Compan} s orders, that whenever a Major 
happened to be with them, he should always take the third place 
at the Board, which I accordingly did ; though I let them know 
at the same time that I never had had that honour with you, and 
the reasons which had been given for it. 

We have been pretty well supplied with provisions since I have 
come here, which has a good deal taken off from the apprehensions 
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of the country people, who, I believe, are otherwise disposed to 
supply us, as we take care that they are well used. 

The place and situation we are in renders it extremely unhealth- 
fiill, and I am sorry to hear that it will be but more so as the 
season advances. Yet I don't believe we well can move from this, 
till we have had advices from you ; for I am informed that both 
sides of the river downwards, and a pood wa\ up, are so entirely 
swainps and paddy fields that it would be impossible to keep the 
j^cople on shore : and to attack the enemy at present, though we 
wt'ie even sure to make ourseh’es masters of <^'alcutta, would be 
to no manner of purpose in the world, if you are not in a condition 
to send us large supplies of, in short, ev(‘rything, 

I have found neither men, guns, nor ammunition here. The 
enclosed will shew you our numbers. The four field-pieces you 
sent with me is all our Train ; and the ammunition you sent with 
tho^e is all we have got of the kind. Captain Winter^ spared us 
some powder and lead with which I have made up about fifty 
loundsa man, which is all we have to trust to in case of an attack, 
t>f which we have had some* uncertain reports, particularly from a 
great armament of boats which we have heard they are preparing 
against us up the river, 

Aftairs are in such a situation here that I have entirely given 
o\er all thoughts for the present of returning home as I intended. 

I have ahvays had that attachment to the Honourable Company, 
whatever disappointments I may have met with, as never to have 
let any private concerns sway with me where they were at all 
interested : nor would I ever leave their service, unless I was ex- 
tremely ill used indeed, at a time when my staying might be so 
necessary as it very probably will be here. I was sorry, it is true, 
to find this season that they had not thought proper to put me 
on the footing that the station you had given me and my services 
1 imagined might have deserved. But as I have always had so 
much your good inclinations, gentlemen, I hope you will be able 
to represent things to them in such a manner by the first shipping, 
that they will think it right to consider me in a way that will be 
both agreeable to me and for my honour, 

I have &c., &c., James Killpatrick. 


1 Of the Delaware, 


13 
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72. Captain Mills' account of what happened to him after he came out 
of the Black Hole, until he joined the fled on the 1.0th of August, 
1756, at Fulta, 

Captain Mills as soon as he came out of the Black Hole began 
to break out all over in boils, the pain of which together with his 
weakness disenabled him from walking more than 30 yards at 
a time without resting. He however with Captain Dixon, Mi. 

Moran and got down to Surman's gardens in the evening 

from whence the ships had sailed a little before. Here one of the 
Nabob’s officers advised them with much humanity to desist from 
proceeding any farther down the river because guards were placed 
all along, by whom they might probably be insulted or ill used. 
On this they returned to Gobindpore, where they remained three 
days in a hut where they were supplied in the night by the natives 
who had lived under the English protection with victuals ; but in 
the day were often insulted b) the Nabob’s troops. The Nabob 
then published an order signifying that the English might return 
to their houses and, the wounded man being dead, Captain MilN 
with his two other companions returned to the town, w'here the} 
were joined by Mr. John Knox of Patna and Mr. Gray junior, and 
the whole company went and lived in the house of Mr. Knox, where 
they were supplied with some provisions by Omichund and got at 
more that remained in the houses of other European inhabitants. 
The Nabob went away about the 25th but this date is not certain; 
and on the last of June a drunken European sergeant killed 
a Moorman on which Monickchund, who was left Governor of 
Calcutta, issued an order that all the Europeans should quit the 
Settlement. On this Captain Mills with his companions went up 
to the French Gardens where resided Mr. Young, the Prussian 
Supercargo^by wdiom they were received and entertained with 
much humamty and politeness ; from whence they went the next 
morning to the I'rench at Chandernagore by whom they were 
likewise received with great hospitality. Here they remained until 
the 8th or gth of August when they hired a boat and joined the fleet 
at Fulta on the loth. 
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73 E'^ti act from a letter from Council, Vizagapatam, to Council, Fort 

Saint George, dated 13 August, 1756. 

Honoi kabll Sir and Sirs, — We dispatch this express to >our 
Honour cVc to advise you of the arrival of our Honourable Masters’ 
sloop Syren yesteida> evenin^^ at Bimlepatani from Ben^^al, and 
It IS with the deepest concern we are to acquaint your Honour &c. 
tint she brings us an account of the capture of ( alcutta by the 
N ibob the 20th of June last, for the mtlincholy particulars of 
which we refer >011 to the accompanying Utters fiom the President 
ind ( ouncil there and Mr Mannmgham, who is oome on the above 
si jop in order to proceed to Madras overland which he intends 
d mg with the utmost expedition. 

riic gentlemen at Bengal having applied to us to supply the 
with stores and other necessarys we shall comply therewith and 
iinniedi itcly dispatch her back to them agree ible to their orders, 
but 1-5 thev inform us they shall soon want our further assistance 
^\e theiefore desire your Honour &c ’s directions theicon. 

if ^ * 

\\e have, S.c , <!vc., J L Smiih, Makmvdi kp BhST 

74 1 ort Saint Gu Public Consultations , 17 lugast, X75^’ Present : 

George Pi^ot, Lsqr, (Goiernor and Picsident), Stringer 
Ladcrtncc, Heniy Powney, Robot Oimc, till am Perceval, 
John Smith, C harks Bourchier 

1 he Book of Standing Orders lying on the table 

The President acquaints the Board that he had summoned 
them to communicate the contents of a letter received last night 
fr m Messrs Watts and Collet, advising of the loss of Fort 
^\llllam which letter is now read as follows 

I etter from Messrs, W atts and Collet, dated Chandernagore, 2nd July, 
1756 {See 38). 

The President also lays before the Board the translation of the 
copys of two letters one from the Nabob of Bengal to him, the 
original whereof is committed to the care of Mr. Watts, the other 
from the Nabob of Bengal to the French Director at Chandema- 
Rore, which aie as follow : — 


13—2 
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A copy of a perwana or letter from Nabob Mansoorel Muloch Scrajah} 
Dowlah Bahadur Hayabet Jung to the Gomasta of the English 
of the Koatey or Trading House at Madras. 

Directore Pigot, of high and great rank, and greatest of the 
merchants, May >ou be possessor of the Patcha's^ favour. 

It was not m\ intention to remove the mercantile business of 
the Company belonging to you from out of the subah of Bengal, 
but Roger Drake >our gomasta was a very wicked and unriil)^ 
man and began to give protection to persons who had accounts 
with the Patcha in his koatt'^ Notwithstanding all m) admoni 
tions, yet he did not desist from his shameless aetions. \Vh\ 
should these people who come to transact the mercantile affairs 
of the Company be doers of such actions however that shameless 
man has met with the desert of his actions and was expelled this 
subah. I gave leave to Mr. Watts who is sl helpless, poor, and 
innocent man to go to you As I esteemed you to be a substantial 
person belonging to the C ompany, I hav e wrote these circumstances 
of his shameless and wicked proceedings. Dated the ist of Moon 
Shaval in the 3rd year of the MogiilVs reign which is the 30th of 
June 1756. 


A copy of a perwana or Ictiu from Nabob Mansoord Muloch Serajah 
Don I ah Bahadur. 

Great merchant and man of friendship. Monsieur Renaud, 
Directore General of the French Company, Be happy. 

I have sent Mr. Watts an Englishman and gomasta at Cossinn- 
buzar to you with a letter to Mr. Pigot commanding in the koatey 
(or trading house) at Madras, a copy of which is enclosed, 
you must therefore send for the said Mr. Watts’s family who were 
committed^ the charge of the gomasta at Sydabad* and send him 
away with his family to Mr. Pigot at Madras. See them arrived 
and send for Mr. Watts’s receipt with an answer to my letter and 
forward them to me who am welwisher of the people. Dated the 

^ Mansur^ul mulh ruler of the country, and Haibat Jang, terrible in battle 
^ 1 e Badshah, or Emperor ^ Factory 

* The French Factory at Cossimbazar 
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29th of Moon Ramadan m the 3rd year of the Mogul's reign which 
IS the 28th of June 1756. 

The great importance of the Settlement of Calcutta to the 
C ompany appears in such a light to the Board that they are 
thoroughl} satisfied the utmost efforts should be made to recover 
it It IS agreed therefore to consult Mr. Watson on this occasion 
IS it is the opinion of the Board the squadron, or part, may render 
great services at this time, and in consequence of this resolution 
it IS agreed to suspend the embarkation of the troops as settled in 
consultation the 14th instant untill further measures have been 
concerted with Mr. Watson. 

ClORGE PiGor, Stringlr Lawrinci, Henr\ Powney, 
Rohfrt Ormf, Wit i m. Plrce\ vi , John Smith, C. Bourchier. 

75 J iUet from the Council at Fulta to the Council, Fort Saint George, 
dated ib August, 1756. 

HoNoiRABiE Sir and^ Sirs, — We have received your several 
letters of the 8th, 14th and 20th July by the Mermaid sloop, 
Nons^ood and Delauar, with the consignment of treasure and red- 
wood your Honor &c. have sent us on those vessels. 

Major Killpatrick and the detachment under his command 
joined us on the 31st ultimo. Had his reinforcement arrived 
before the loss of our Settlement, it might have been of great use 
in defence of the place ; but in our present situation we cannot 
pretend to undertake any thing with so small a force and without 
cannon, for which reason we flatter ourselves your Honor &c. 
will comply with the request we have made by Mr. Manningham 
(duplicate of which address we now enclose you) for assisting us 
with a sufficient force both military and marine in order to 
re-establish the Honourable Company’s Settlements in these pro- 
vinces, the importance whereof to our Employers we leave your 
Honor &c. to judge. 

Major Killpatrick has in a separate letter transmitted you 
^ return of the military and stores now in the fleet ; from which 
vour Honor &c. will judge what storey and ammunition will be 
Wanting, and supply us accordingly. 

Should your Honor &c. not have it in your power to furnish 
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US With a proper and necessary force to re-establish ourselves on 
a secure footing, we request you will send us the earliest notice 
of what we are to expect, as the season is far advanced, and our 
ships will not be able to proceed to the Coast after the 20th or 
25th September. 

We are, &c., &c , Roger Drake, Jinior, Witliam Waits, 
James Kilpatrick, Paul Richard Pfarkes, J. Z. Holwell, 
William Mackett, P. Amaatt, Thomas Boddam. 


76. Letter from Secret Committee at 1 ulta to Council, I ort Saint 
George dated ic) 1756 

Honourable Sir and Sirs, — That such advices and material 
transactions which are requisite to be performed with diligence 
and secresy might be so practised, a Secret Committee is com- 
posed consisting of the subscribers hereto, who have thought 
proper to keep from the knowledge of the publick the contents 
of your Honor &.c.’s letter dated the 4th instant, per Sea Hoise 
sloop enclosing invoice of one hundred barrells of powder and 
twenty barrells of musquet ammunition, with the agreeable advice 
of Admiral Watson having been so good as to spare the Brtdgeuaiir 
man-of-war, in order that a our Honor Ac might have conve>ance 
to embark us a second detachment with a further supply of military 
stores. From the latest adv ices we learn that the Nabob his forces 
quartered now at Calcutta, lannah’s Fort, and Boug Bouggee 
consist of about seven thousand, and that further numbers are 
ordered to proceed towards Calcutta. W^e esteem it necessary 
to acquaint your Honor Ac that many private letters advises that 
the Bridgewater diTid forces are preparing to proceed to our relief, 
therefore to prevent too soon a publication of >our resolutions 
touching what support you are able to ^ord us, we are to desire 
express ordej^ may be given to every commander of any vessels 
proceeding down here, not to deliver any letters whatsoever 
but to the gentleman whom he may find acts at the head of 
affairs. 

We are, &c., Ac., Roger Drake, William Watts, James 
Killpairick, J. Z. Holwell. 
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77. Extracts from a letter from the Council, Fort Saint George, to 
Admiral Watson {Consultations 20 August, 1756 ).^ 

What we should have done before your departure we now antici- 
j)ate in laying before you our full sense of the late calamity at 
Hengal, the fatal consequences it may, we fear will, produce, and 
the resolutions to be taken by us will be nothing more than the 
result of these reflections. 

It IS necessary to mount a little higher than the present times, 
that you may be entirely master of this subject. 

An embassy deputed by the East India C’ompany to Delhi 
ihout 40 years ago, obtained from the great Mogul at more than 
the expence of ^100,000, the rights and pnviledges which their 
Settlements have hitherto enjoyed in Indostan. They obtained 
foi the Presidency of Bengal infinitely piore than the violence of 
the suhah of their province permitted them to possess themselves 
of. Regardless of the King’s mandate, he prevented them from 
possessing nine-tenths of the lands which had been granted. 

What remained was sufficient for the establishment of a flourish- 
ing colony. C alcutta by its investments has been hitherto, not- 
vMthstanding all the interruptions of the Nabobs, the most beneficial 
part of the Company’s estate. 

The space of three years together has seldom passed without 
demands of money made by the Nabob upon the English under 
groundless pretences. The state of the Company’s investment 
lading in the reach of the Government, and out of the reach of 
the Presidency, has generally induced the English to submit to 
P^u some consideration in money in order to prevent greater 
detriment to the Company’s affairs. The late Nabob, grand- 
father to the present, several times obliged the English to these 

concessions. 

borne such pretences, groundless we believe, the present Nabob 
made use of in order to sanctify the violence of his late proceeding. 
He tells our President, Mr. Pigot, in a letter, that it was not his 
intention to extirpate the English from his subah. Intentions are 
best seen by facts. The wealth of Calcutta was his aim and, to- 

This letter is copied jn Orme's MSS., vol. iii., pp* 7®5* where it ie stated to 
have been composed by Robert Orme himself. 



ioo BENGAL IN 1766 67 

the vast misfortune of our nation, he has possessed himself of it 
We are advised just now by private letters that he has plundered 
all the effects of the colony, to whomsoever belonging. 

To this immense loss and detriment has been added circum- 
stances which will weigh equall} in the opinion of the nation, 
cruelties and barbarities inflicted on the subjects of Grejt Britain, 
which ha\e ended in the death of man} gentlemen of considera- 
tion there, the survivors dro\e to their \essels, and interdicted b} 
his ban from receiving any kind of succours from his subjects. 

We refer to you, sir, how much the honoui of the English 
nation is concerned in these most \iolent breaches of faith, and of 
humanity . We submit to } ou, sir, to determine w hether exemplar} 
reparation is not necessar}. 

On these sentiments we made our first application to you. The 
taking satisfaction in the most exemplar} manner will in oui 
opinion be the quickest means of re-establishmg the English in 
the province of Bengal and e\en on better terms than they have 
hitherto obtained. 

The appearance of a flag’^ will add weight to the terms that ma\ 
at last be made, and the greater our force m Bengal the more 
immediately will the reparation of our injuries be m our own 
hands. 

On the contrary should nothing of this kind succeed, we tremble 
for the consequences which will befall the Compan}. 


78. Extract from Fulta Consultations, 20th August, 175b. 

Captain Alexander Grant now sends in a letter to the Board in 
relation to his behaviour at C alcutta during the siege. 

Ordered it to be entered after this day’s Consultation. 

Upon taking the same into consideration and being well satisfied 
with his beh^our during the siege. 

Ordered the Secretary to inform him that we have no objection 
to his acting in his rank as a Captain of the military from which 
station they never suspended him, but only desired Lieutenants 
Keene and Muir to keep the charge of their respective military to 
prevent any confusion. Mr. Pearkes objects : — 


^ His Majesty s flag 
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First. He thinks that m a great measure both he and Captain 
Minchin have suspended themselves, for when the Ballasore and 
Jugdea parties came they never required the returns of those 
officers nor had they them delivered, which was a tacit acknow- 
ledgment of their not esteeming themselves as acting as C aptains, 
or they would ha\e obliged the officers of that detachment to 
h IV t regularly delivered them their Returns. 

Secondly. He acknowledges and esteems it but justice to testify 
to the good behaviour of Captain Grant during the time of his 
being an officer on the Bengal Establishment and particularly 
during the siege while he staved, which gave every one the 
greatest opinion of him and he was esteemed the best officer m 
tlu seivice, and in consequence thereof entrusted with the whole 
direction of the military as far as he could be, by the name of 
Adjutant General, and Captain Minchm’s going occasioned not 
the least concern to anyone, but that it was with great difficulty 
we could persuade ourselves that Captain Grant had left us, and 
though he imagines there, might have been some sudden infatua- 
tion that occasioned his leaving us, yet he cannot upon any 
account give his vote to a gentleman on whose conduct ana 
bravery we so much relied, acting as a Captain again, after having 
deceived us, till by some future conduct as a volunteer, he rein- 
">tates himself in our good opinion, or is cleared by a proper 
'-ourt martial 


79 HolwdVs Mimcte and Dissent vi Council , the 20th of August, 
^756, at Fulta referred to in the preceding'^ letter of the 
2 Sth October 

Mr. Holwell observes that we have a bill before us, amounting 
to Arcot rupees 64662 annaes 8, on account of expences and 
damages of ship Dodaly, commencing 9th of June, 1756. He 
further remarks, that the charge of this ship is founded on her 
being taken up for the defence of the Company’s fort, effects, and 
Settlement ; but that she abandoned such defence, by falling down 
from the fort and Settlement, without orders, the i8th of June at 
^^Sht , to which he cannot help attributing all the misfortunes 


^ Given under its own date 
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which ensued. He therefore dissents to an> payment or con 
sideration being made by the Honourable Company, on account 
of her expence, loss or damage charged m the said bill, except for 
provisions, etc. for the use of the Company's servants on board 

So Mr. Holwelh Mtnide on the rulta Consultations at Jits first 
joining the -igency at that place I ulta, i^th iugust, 1756 

Captain Dugald Campbell’s commission being tendered to 
Mr Holwell to sign, he refused the same, and requested the 
gentlemen would please to excuse his not signing that, 01 an} 
other paper whatsoever, in the present state of the government 
affairs, for the following reasons 

1st He conceives that when the Honourable the late President 
and Messrs Manmngham, Frankland, md Macktt abandoned the 
fort and garrison of 1 ort William the ibth and iqth of June list 
and quitted the defence of these and the Honourable Compan} s 
effects, they did, b} such act, to all intents and purposes, divest 
themselves of all right or pretensions to the future government of 
the Company s affairs, or the colony 

2dl\ That on the said abdication of the Honourable the late 
President, and Messrs Manmngham I rankl ind, and Macket, the 
remaining gentlemen of Council (the only government then sub 
sisting) did with the unanimous ipproval of the garrison, officers, 
etc elect and appoint, in Council, him, Mr Holwell, Governor of 
the fort and garrison, and administrator of the C ompany s affairs 
during the troubles , his right to which latter appointment, he 
does not think the gentlemen at present constituting the Agenev 
have any just pov er to divest him of, or with hold from him 
howsoever, and under whatsoever other head the remainder of the 
colony, who are not servants to the Company, may think proper 
to dispose of themselves 

3dly. ThalUhe late President, and Messrs Manmngham, Frank- 
land, and Macket being (justly as he conceives) the 19th of June 
m Council, suspended the Honourable Company’s service, he 
thinks this act alone sufficient to divest them of all future rule m 
any matters relative to the Company’s affairs, until their pleasure 
from Europe be known. The more especially as the said suspen- 
sion met with (as he is informed) the approval and assent of 
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Messrs. Watts and Collet, in their disavowing any subjection to 
be due to the orders of the Agency, issued to them from Fulta ; a 
confirmation of the suspension by six members, the majority of 

the whole Council. . 

4thly. That in consequence of the before-recited transaction, he 
thinks Mr. Peter Amyat (the senior servant of the Company then 
p.escnt) was on his joining the fleet with his factory of Luckypore, 
the only person invested with any just title or authority to ^^nduct 
the affairs and concerns of the Company, and to associate with him 
as many of their servants next in standing to him, as he thought 
necessary, until the arrival of the gentlemen of the Board of 
Calcutta, i\ho lay under no censure or suspiemn from the service. 

5 thly and lastly. That, to avoid the further embrofling his 
Honourable Employers’ affairs, by raising feuds and differences, 
uliich might ensue by his ojienly and publicly asserting an 
claiming his undoubted title to the administration of them, tie 
submits such his just right to the breasts of the Agency them- 
selves, and will quietly abide by their determination , )ut canno , 

1 )\ any act of his own, either wave such his just title or a mi ar^ 
just authority to be invested in the Agency ; a char^ter assume , 
in his absence, without right ; and permitted by t e in u gene 
only of the remainder of the colony, and now con^nue » 
conceives, to the prejudice of the rights of himse an o e s. 
He therefore thinks himself justified in refusing to sign any paper 
or Consultation whatsoever, which he cannot do consis en } 
himself, as he cannot consider himself in any other view, or point 
of light, than in that in which the last subsisting govemmen 
Fort William placed him; but shall, notwithstan mg, e a 
ready to devote his person and counsel to t e in eres 
Honourable Masters’ affairs, wherever they call him. 
purpose shall duly attend the Councils of the Agency, agre 
the request of the Honourable the late President made to him in 

writing the 12th instant.^ 

' ■ N.B -Some few days subsequent to the Hoi- 

It highly essential to elect and constitute a Secret Com . 

that the good of the service required his being one o > signing ; he 

election was impossible unless he receded from his * Minute only on the 

therefore was prevailed upon to recede from ^ could sway 

above consideration, and to evince that no private m 
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81. Copy of the Presidents letter above mentioned^ to Mr. Holwell 

dated Thursday^ 12 August, 1756. 

Sir, — Had not our boat been so extremely leak^, I proposed 
doin^ myself the pleasure of waiting on }ou this morning 

We have concluded to meet on shore, on Mondays, Wednesdays, 
and Fridays. It will be an infinite satisfaction that you will be 
pleased to join us, particularK to me who esteem your ad\ice, and 
who am, very trul}, 

Your, &c., Rocker Drake, Junior. 

82. Extiact front I art Saint George Select Commithe Consultations 

21 August, 1756. 

The President acquaints the Committee that intelligence was 
received on the 16th instant of the taking of Calcutta by the 
Moors on the 20th June. 

83. Extract from Secut Commithe Proceedings at Pultci 

22 August, 1756. 

‘ Major Killpatrick on the 15th iribtant wrote a complimentar> 
letter^ to the Nabob Suraged Dowla complaining a little of the 
hard usage of the Lnglish Honourable Compan\ , assuring him of 
his good intentions notwithstanding what had happened and 
begging in the meantime, till things were cleared up, that he 
would treat him at least as a friend and gi\ e orders that our people 
may be supplied with provisions in a full and friendly manner.’ 

84. Translation of a letter from M. Furnier to M. le Marquis Dupleix 

at Parts, dated Chandernagore, 24 August, 1756.® 

Sir, — I had the honour to write to y ou by the ships of the last 
expedition but as they have been stopped at the Isle of France, 
I think my letters will not reach you lopg before this. 

him to any d^ftrmmation detrimental to his Employers service The Committee 
was accordingly appointed consisting of the President Major Kilpatrick, an 
Mr Holwell {Indian Tracts) ^ 

' Sent through Mr Bisdom the Dutch Governor, to Mr Warren Hastings 
Cosstmbazar for delivery From the proceedings of September 30 it would app®* 
that Hastings thought its delivery unnecessary 
3 Bibhothdque Nationale MSS . Pans 

* That IS, ‘ the last yearly fleet, despatched early in the year * Mauntius- 
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Without doubt you will be surprised, sir, when you learn, from 
the letters of the Company’s Council here, the loss suffered by the 
English last June of all their establishments in Bengal. You will 
not be less [surprised to hear] of the contribution which the Nawab 
has forced us [to pay] and which is without example since our 
1 stablishment [at Chandernagore] . However it was not till we 
had tried everything that prudence could du tate in such critical 
and delicate circumstances that we submitted : and this resolu- 
tion appeared to us the wisest we could come to in the situation in 
which we found ourselves, so as not to compromise [the safety of] 
our colony. This makes us hope that the Company, when it has 
veighed our reasons, will not disapprove of our action. 

The Dutch have not been treated better than ourselves. It has 
indeed cost them much more, and all the merchants, without 
oxccj'tion, in anything like easy circumstances, have experienced 
th(' cupidity of Siraj-uddaula. This young man, w^ho knows no 
laws except those of his own wishes, spares no one, not even the 
ollicers of his grandfather; Aliverdi Khan, whom he despoils of 
‘dl their property. 

This success of the Moors, though they owe it only to the 
imprudence and the inconsiderate conduct of Mr. Drake, Governor 
of Calcutta has rendered them insupportably arrogant and in- 
solent, so that if this government continues on its present footing 
we shull have much to suffer, and commerce wdll become ex- 
tiemely difficult. 

The English are at Fulta, to the number of 800 men, including 
a leinforcement which arrived lately from Madras; however they 
make no movement, and it is not knowm what resolution they will 
come to ; but w'hatever they do, it will not be possible for them to 
recoup their Company for a loss so considerable as that which they 
have just suffered, nor to re-establish the fortunes of a number of 
private persons, white and black, whom this unfortunate event 
has reduced to beggary. 

We are in the utmost impatience to learn what will be the 
i<^sult of the great preparations for war w'hich are being made in 
Europe. The situation in which we are here makes us desire that 
these preparations, far from serving for war, may procure us a solid 
durable peace. 
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Pray accept, sir, the respects of my wife and family. We have 
the honour to present them equally to Madame the Marquise. 

I have, &c., &c., M. Fournier. 

85. Extract from a letter from Admiral Watson to Council, Fort 

Saint George, dated 25 August, 1756. 

‘ And ha\ mg further considered this expedition, I am apt to 
think, if it is delayed, ’till the last week in next month, there will 
be a much greater probability of success attending it than if the 
ships were to proceed immediately, as tho} \\ ill then escape the 
rainy season, which is allowed by every body to be the most un- 
healthy part of the year, and in all appearance, if the ships were to 
go now, one-third of the men would fall sick before there would be 
an opportunity of doing any service.’ 

86. Translation of extracts from a letter from M. Pterre Renault to 

M. Ic Marquis Dupleix, dated ( handernagore, 26 August, 1756.^ 

Sir, — I heard with the greatest satisfaction of your happ\ 
arrival in France. The great interest which I take in all that 
concerns you makes me eager to enquire after the most trifling 
circumstances. That which has pleased me most, is the good 
health which you enjoy : I pra} to God to preserve it : may you 
enjoy it as long and with as much satisfaction as I desire you to. 

I will now, sir, tell you of a very extraordinary event which 
happened last June. This is the expulsion of the English from 
Bengal, and to make you understand what caused it I will begin 
from the beginning. 

The Naw’ab Aliverdikhan having become infirm and at last 
fallen into a kind of lethargy , the chiefs of the province, to avoid 
the misforJ|nes with which they thought themselves threatened by 
the government of his grandson Siraj-uddaula who was to succeed 
him, a young man of 25, of haughty character, violent, and of an 
unheard of cruelty, all conspired against him. His aunt, widow 
of Nawajis Muhammad Khan, known under the name of the 
Begum' of Moti Jhil, who had at her disposition a party in the 

1 Bibliotheque Nationale MSS , Pans. 
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State with a considerable body of troops, having put herself at 
their head, it seemed that nothing could resist this faction. The 
Enf^lish under this impression, thinking the ruin of Siraj-uddaula, 
by whom they were not loved, inevitable, and possibly supposing 
this period of dissension favourable to their aggrandisement, 
entered into a conspiracy with the Begum and took into their charge 
a portion of the wealth belonging to this faction, but however 
great the precautions they took to hide their intrigues, if possibly 
Siraj-uddaula had not a complete acquaintance with them, he at 
any rate knew enough to conceive a li\ely lescntment. In the 
meantime Aliverdikhan died, and his officers having immediately 
recognised Siraj-uddaula, this prince did not delay to fall wdth his 
grandfather's troops on the faction of the Begumy and this woman, 
who by the considerable preparations she had made seemed in- 
clined to vigorously dispute the government with him, surrendered 
at the first attack, and by this weakness she occasioned the ruin of 
her faction. Certain persons, declared enemies of the Naw'ab, re- 
tired to Calcutta to avoid his fury. The Nawab demanded their 
surrender, but the English w'ho, in receiving them, had sold their 
protection at a high price, ^ found themselves obliged to stand by 
what they had done, and by this thoughtless conduct, not only 
refused to give them up but even wrote to the Nawab with hauteur 
and in ill-considered terms. The Nawab enraged at this behaviour, 
advanced his army against the English factory at Cassimbazar 
which w'as taken on the 3rd June without a blow being struck. 
All the English, men and women, except the wdfe of the chief, 
who was sent to the French factory, were taken to the kacharis^ in 
^luxadavad, where they suffered many indignities. All the goods 
found in the factory were also carried away to the same place. 

The Nawab encouraged by this prosperous beginning, im- 
mediately set out for Calcutta, w'here he arrived on the 17th with 

army of 50 to 60 thousand men, 250 cannon and ^00 elephants. 
He attacked it on the i8th and took it on the 20th of the same 
J^ionth. The Governor of that place, forewarned of the disposition 

This accusation was afterwards made the subject of inquiry by the Court (see 
^ etter from Court, March 23, 1759, paragraph 132, and Holwell's Letter to Clive, 

^^ovember 5, 1759). 

* Law Courts or Offices. 
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of the Nawab towards him at the same time as he heard of 
his march, had, they say, made all preparations for a vigorous 
resistance, and every one thought the Nawab would fail m his 
enterprise However on the second day of the attack, although 
he had from 7 to 8 hundred men, of whom 600 were Europeans, 
the Governor, after having embarked the greater part of the wealth 
which the inhabitants had deposited in the fortress as in a place 
of safety, himself embarked with a portion of the garrison and all 
the ladies of an}, importance The commandant of the troops fol 
lowed him the same da} with certain of the councillors and chief 
inhabitants of the colony In short this unhappy town which 
had been expected to make the strongest resistance, whilst waitin^, 
for the «5uccours which the English had demanded from the 
[Madras] Coast, w as taken the third da} of the att ick and exposed to 
the most U rnble disorders Tht English lost here about 200 men 

Of the C hnstians, some of the women were carried off b} the 
Moors, man} others whilst ti}ing to save themselves were put to 
the sword or were drowned m the (langes, and those who escaped 
came to this colony to the number of 3 000, in the most deplorable 
condition The Armenians and Gentiles were equally ruined 
The Governor had taken so little precautions for his retreat that 
on the twelve ships which the} used for it there were none of the 
articles most necessar} for life, not even rigging or ballast Three 
of the ships were wrecked and fell into the hands of the Moors, 
who found a great booty in them, the others got down to Fulti, 
where up to now the English have suffered the greatest misery 

The factory which they had at Dacca has also been surren 
dered without any fighting The Moors found there more than 
fourteen hundred thousand rupees in merchandise and silver 
The Company’s servants at Jugdea and Luckipur escaped and 
rejoined their countrymen at Fulta, but left a large quantity of 
merchandj^ m their factories 

It will doubtless appear surprising to you that a nation, estab 
lished and accredited in this province for so long and making in it a 
considerable trade, should have been evpelled from all the factories 
it possessed almost as soon as the intention to do so occurred 
to the Nawab Although the English had given this Prince 
reason for being irntated against them, it appears certain that if 
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they had had to do with a man more capable of reflection and 
less headstrong, they would not have suffered a fate so rigorous, 
but this Nawab, as ferocious in his way of thinking as he is cruel 
in action, took hold of the first pretext to satisfy at the same 
time his hatred for the English and his cupidity, without any 
repjard to tlie difference which this conduct might make in his 
r'^‘\eniies. His mistrust as to the success of his enterprise 
against Calcutta, which passed amongst the people of the country 
for a very strong place, obliged him to demand assistance 
fiorn us, though he threatened at the same tune to treat us like 
tlie English if we did not give it. However rigorous this ne- 
ecssih might appear we did not think we could submit to it. I 
e\cust‘d myself by all the most plaubibl(‘ reasons, but with this 
Piincc, who recognises no will but his own and who wishes every- 
thing to submit to it, our refusal evidently exposed us to his most 
livel} resentment, and we had every reason to think he would 
couie and attack us. A rumour to this effect was spread abroad. 
1 he alarm in this colony caused by the capture of Calcutta was 
(*\treme when we saw his army defiling in our direction, crossing 
the Ganges by a bridge of boats, and camping almost at our 
barriers. His army elated with its success over the English 
only waited for orders to fall upon us. The Prince, with the 
pride of a conqueror asked us for a contribution of 20 lakhs, 
tlireatening not merely to throw down our fortifications and our 
flag but even to abolish our dastak and all our privileges. My 
indignation at such an unjust demand was extreme. I would 
inive liked to oppose such tyrannical pretentions by force, but 
'' hat could we have done in the situation we were placed in with 
a garrison of about 80 men, the greater part foreigners, who from 
'vhat we could judge of their feelings might have failed us at the 
hist attack ? Besides we had few munitions [of war] and were 
n* a fort, the defences of w'hich were only half completed, and 
'^hich is commanded by many houses or has them too close 
to it. Though we flattered ourselves we could have held out 
or 12 days, which would have been very difficult, having no 
hope of speedy succours, we should without doubt have found 
ourselves in the most cruel extremities, and forced to save our- 
solves in the ships, by a retreat which, distant as we were from 
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the bank of the Ganges, would have caused us, with all our 
families, to run very great risks What loss would not the 
Company have suffered in the abandonment of this establish 
ment N\hich would have drawn along with it that of the smaller 
factories ^ What would it not have cost to re establish our 
selves* How much time would it have taken, and what would 
have been the conditions* All these consider itions, carefulh 
considered, made us choose the p ith of negoti ition as the most 
sensible and the most suited to the Company s interests. Wt 
hope that if the Company will carefully examine into tht re isons 
which have determined our conduct, it will not merely approve, 
but even be grateful to us for having s ived it, as vve have done 
from the danger to which this F st iblishment was exposed In 
spite of all my efforts to save us from the unjust demand of the 
Nawab we ha\e had to pav to him ind his officers 340 thousand 
rupees a sum certainly ver} considerable^ but which cannot be 
compared with the dre idful results which a foolish resistance 
would have brought upon the Company ind oursthes 1 he 
Dutch who found themsehes in the same position as we did 
though they hid 500 able bodied men m thf ir fictory, all of whom 
were Europeans, preferred to submit and pa) 450 thousand rupees 
rather than drive matters to extremities 

The violent action which the Nawab nas taken against the 
English, and the contributions which he has exacted from the 
[foreign] nations, ought to open people s eves to the character of 
this Prince Pilled with pride by the success which he has had 
over the English, and ruled by an insatiable cupidity, one ought 
not to expect him to have more consideration for us Apart from 
the contempt into which we [t e the 1 uropeans generally] have 
fallen since this event, it is inevitable that we should experience 
considerate outrages on the smallest pretext — of which there 
will be nd^ant We are no longer able to do anything m our 
factory, either in construction or demolition, which does not give 
offence, and which is not treated as a crime on our part The 
Government at Hugli^ now treats us with unbearable haughti- 
ness, atops the course of our business and cheats us without any 
pretence in the simplest matters, so that even a solitary 

^ The residence of the Faujdar or military governor of the province 
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thinks he has the right to come and insult us in our own town. 
With such dispositions you can easily guess, sir, what are the in- 
tentions of the Moors, and how difficult it will be to c scape from 
the hold which they think they have ovei us. It is then absolutely 
nt-ccssary if the Company wishes to preser\e this factory with its 
privileges and to assure its commerce, whi< h otherw’sf will be in 
at danger, that it should put us on another footing, ar that it 
>\\ )iild expect not only exorbitant and exetssnely onerous ex- 
I ( nscs, but even worse things. We have relit d too much on the 
pH)ttction and goodwill of those who governed thi country in 
j icMjus times, we have also counted too much on the interest 
Ok) hive in protecting the [foreign] nations, and if this security 
h i>, hid [in the past] the success vshuh v\t promised ourselves 
(h ni it, thei^ It can no longer have such siicctss now owing to the 
modi of thinking of the new Navvab, who acts on other principles 
Cl rithei upon those of Miverdikhan his piedecessor, who 
I k the greatest umbrage against the Luropeans fo^ what had 
1 I std upon the [Madras] coast. Old age prevented him from 
ivccuting his designs, but he took cire to suggest them fo the 
iresint Nawab, as I have been assured, in recommending him to 
humiliite the Luropeans and to act so as to reduce them to the 
condition of the people of the country. If that is his plan, as one 
ein hardly doubt from the disposition whieh we see him in, what 
inconvenience will not result from it for us and the commerce of 
the Company » Besides the continual outrages to which we shall 
hi exposed on the part of the Government, of which we aie already 
beginning to have the saddest experience, even the people who are 
m our service, being no longer restrained by any motive of con- 
^idciation or of fear, will be the first to fail us and will give us no 
lecount except when and how they like to do so. 

^ou will see, sir, from what I have said, that there is only one 
means to hinder a result so injurious to our privileges and to the 
interests of the Company, and that is to put ourselves in a condition 
fo make ourselves respected. It is not a question of making war on 
fhe Nawab or of trading at the point of the sword — I know these 
incompatible with the objects of our Establishment— but it is 
necessary that we should have a garrison of at least 500 Europeans 
fo support us on occasion ; the Moors if they saw us capable of 

14—2 
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self-defence would not readily dare to insult us,* and I think our 
commerce would go on with more safety and ease. If we had had 
this number of men when the contribution was demanded, we would 
have disputed the matter with him, and possibly forced him to 
restrict his pretentions to the nazarani of 30 or 40 thousand 
rupees, which we arc accustomed to pay at every change of 
the Nawab. I own the expenses would be heavier, but as they 
are a necessity it is for the Company to proportion its trade 
accordingly. The flight of the English, whom I do not think 
in a condition to re-establish themselves quickly, opens to the 
Company an efficacious way of recouping itself advantageously. 
The Nawab appears to hold that nation in aversion, and if he 
persists in these sentiments, as he may well do, especially if our 
commerce increases, they will attempt to re-enter their Establish- 
ments only in vain unless they do so by force. If I am to believe 
the servants of their Company, of w^hom some are well qualified 
to speak, it will not for a long time be in a position to pay the 
expenses which will be necessary to re-establish it here by a 
composition, not to speak of force, estimating the loss which they 
have just had at 50 lakhs exclusive of the Establishments them- 
selves. However this may be their colony of Calcutta being 
entirely ruined and their credit lost, it is hardly possible, even if 
they re-establish themselves promptly, that they can give their 
commerce the same extent as heretofore. 

* * * 

Yours, &c. &c. Renault. 

Permit, I pray you, that Madame Dupleix may find here a 
thousand assurances of my respects. 

87. Letter from Mr. Mannin^ham to Council, Fort Sami George, 
mated Massulipaiam Petfah, 28 August, 1756. 

Honourable Sir and Sirs, — I had the honour to forward from 
'Vizagapatam and Bandarmalanka two copies of the dispatches from 
Bengali advising your Honour, &c., of the Governour and Councill 
having. deputed me with Monsieur Le Beaume to entreat the aid 
and succours of your Presidency in order to effect the re-establish- 
ment of our’ Settlement in Calcutta. I had flattered myself with 
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hopes of a speedy journey, but the violent rains in this part of the 
country, together with a failure in our palankeen bearers (from 
the difficulty and fatigue in travelling through a country over- 
flowed) impedes our passage to such a degree we greatly fear our 
arrival at Madras will be very late. Considering therefore the 
pressing occasion of our being deputed to voar Honour, <Src., and 
the necessity of the Bengali affairs, which require our greatest 
diligence being exerted, we have been induced (in earnest hopes of 
nl)t<iining the desired end) to pursue the remainder of the journey 
•.I'Pcirately. Your Honour, cVc., will thendore receive this by 
Monsieur Le Beaume, a gentleman fully capable of acejuainting you 
'.Mth the nature of the supplies needful and operations necessary 
to be performed. I have furnished Monsieur Lc Beaume^ with 
buinrs and some scapovs well acquainted with the road, and have 
gic.it hopes by the favour of M. Moracien to obtain the assistance of 
horses at the different Settlements under his command in this 
[)i evince, which may enable Monsieur Lc Beaume to proceed witu 
gu'ater expedition, and .prove a resource in case the palankeen 
b()\s are incapable of pursuing the journey. 

I have, kc. cS:c. Ciiakles Manningham. 

Translation of a letter from the French Council, Chandernagore, 
to the Council, Masnlipatam, dated 29 August, 

TiiiNTLEMEN, — Wc take advantage of the departure to-day of the 
ship U Union to acknowledge receipt of the letter you did us the 
honour to w’rite on the 2ist of last month by the Sicur Contest.^ 

No event of importance has happened in this country since the^ 
capture of Calcutta, and the Knglish have not as yet made any 
movement. All who were made prisoners have been sent back by 
the Nawab and have joined their ships. Several craft have joined 
them from the [Madras] coas%, but amongst these only one, a 
Company’s ship, has brought 240 soldiers from Madras. 

There is little likelihood that with so small a reinforcement 

^ The Council of Fort St. George decided (September 6, 1756) that^ * Monsien 

Beaume being a Frenchman, the Board do not think it advisable to give him any 
'nsight into their affairs or intentions ’ 

Bondicherry Records, 

^ The MS. has' Sr, Contest. Broome ■writes Saint Contest. 
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they will undertake any enterprise, being also destitute of many 
things necessary for doing so. The rumour is that they have 
been trying for some time to arrange matters with the Nawab so 
as to be readmitted to their Settlement, but have not been 
successful. It is now said that their ships of war have arrived 
at Madras and that strong forces are assembling there to revenge 
the affront given to their nation. It is to be presumed that if the} 
delay some time longer, these here will determine to . . . and foi 
this will avail themselves of the little monsoon.^ Some assert 
that they will probably wait for orders fiorn Europe before under 
taking anything. 

The Prussian ship- has just been lost whilst entering the Gange'^ 
owing to the fault of the English pilot. Only the crew and nionc} 
were saved. 

89. Letter fyom Council at Fulta to Court of Directors, dated 
17 September, 1756. 

May it pi ease Yoir Honours, — i. As it is probable a vessel 
may be dispatched for Europe by the President and Council of 
Fort St. George or some other nation settled on the coast and a 
conveyance offering from hence to Vi/agapatam, we think it our 
duty to give Your Honours some account of an event which must 
be of the utmost consequence to your trade. It is wdth the greatest 
concern we find ourselves under the necessity of transmitting Your 
Honours such disagreeable news, and shall beg leave to confine 
ourselves to generals for the piesent referring to a future address 
for the particulars of this affair. 

2. Upon the receipt of your packett by the Delawar we thought 
it necessary to put ourselves in the best posture of defence we 
could, and for that purpose gave directions to have the line of 
guns tow^l^s the river repaired and strengthened. While we 
were carrying on this work a perwannah arrived from the Nabob 
Surajud Dowda (who had succeeded to the Government upon the 
death of Alyver de Cawn) forbidding us to erect any new works, 
or dig a ditch which he was informed we were doing. 

^ The cold weather {Memoirs of Lally, p. 96 ). 

® The Prince Henry of Prussia, wrecked by the misconduct of Hendrick Walters, an 
English pilot, whom the Board dismissed for his carelessness 
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3. As we esteemed this a very unreasonable prohibition, the 
President made the following reply by the approbation and 
ronsent of the Board ; that we were not erecting any new 
fortifications, but only repairing our wharf which had been 
much damaged by the Freshes, and that he had been misin- 
formed in regard to the ditch, having dug none since the invasion 
of the Marrattoes which had been executed t)y the request of our 
inhabitants and with the approbation of Alyver de Cawn himself; 
that we had received advice of there being a likelihood of a rupture 
ln‘tween the P'rench and us, and as they had disr^ garded the neutrality 
of the Mogtt/'s dominions in the last war bv attacking Madrass, 
we were under some apprehensions of their making some attempts 
upon our Settlement should there be a declaration of war between 
the two nations, for which reason wc thought it necessary to be 
upon our guard and make our place as defensible as we could. 

4. The Nabob was at that time encamped at Rajamaul, and the 
gentlemen at Cossimbuzar a few days after informed us that he 
^^as much incensed at ^he foregoing reply and had oidered their 
factory to be invested with a party of horsemen. This was con- 
firmed in a second letter from them with advice that a large body 
of trooi)s were actually placed upon them, and that more were 
daily expected, for which reason they desired a reinforcement of 
military and a supply of stores. Another letter from those gentle- 
men advised us that troops were daily stationed on them, that 
the Nabob himself was returning from Rajamaul, that a Train ol 
artillery was ordered to be planted against them, and that he 
threatened to attack their factory as soon as he arrived. In this 
letter they requested us to complain against Hukumbeg and his 
dutinj for their extortions of late years, as they looked upon them 
to be the instigators of these disturbances. 

5 - Upon the receipt of this letter, we transmitted them a blank 
(lycisdass for them to insert the complaint against Hukumbeg and 
his duatif as they who were on the spot must be the best judges 
'^hat to write, and directed them to remonstrate in that arasdass 
the injury done us in surrounding our factory upon so frivolous 
^nd unjust a pretence ; the falsity of which he might be satisfied 
^f by sending a person to 'examine and report the works we were 
carrying on. We likewise ordered them to endeavour all in theif 
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power to accomodate the matter, but on no account to mention 
the demolition of any works; that in the present situation of 
affairs we thought it more adviscable to sooth the Nabob than to 
provoke him, which sending up a reinforcement might occasion, 
and therefore we thought it best to defer the supply they had 
requested, and directed them that in case -the Nabob carried 
matters to extremity and attac ked their factory to make the best 
defence they could till the waters rose, and then to retrat with 
their garrison to Calcutta. 

6. Two other letters arrived from Mr Watts and his Council 
with intelligence of a further number of troops having ‘surrounded 
their factory, and th t the N ibob was clail> expected at Muxa 
davad, when it was imagined thev would ictually be attacked 
In the former of these letters tluy infoimed us that one of the 
principal juinmadajs placed upon them, told their doctor, the 
Nabob was angry with the Lnglish on no other account than a 
drawbridge we had built at Perrins and in oct igon at Mr. Kelsall s 
garden, and that if we would destio}. those works the forces would 
be immediate!) taken off their factor) In consequence of which 
information they gave it is tlieir opinion, if the President would 
address the Nabob and promise to demolish the drawbridge and 
octagon the affair would bt accomodated. 

7. This letter was taken into consideration by the Board and 
for many strong reasons it was judged more adviseablc to promise 
the demolition of those works than hazard a rupture with the 
Nabob at a juncture that we were so little prepared for it 
Accordingly an arasdass was wrote to that effect and triplicate 
of It forwarded to the Chief and Council at Cossimbuzar for them 
to get delivered. These letters Messrs Watts and Collet acquaint 
us were not leceived while the factor) remained in our hands. 

8. On the 7th June we received the disagreeable news 01 
Cossimbu^ factory being delivered up to the Nabob, who had 
made Mr. Watts a prisoner upon his going to visit him, that the 
Nabob on his arrival before Cossimbuzar demanded the Chief to 
come out and see him, the Nabob’s duan, who commanded the 
van of the army, writing the Chief a letter that he might come out 
with great safety, that he would introduce him to the Nabob. Upon 
this it was thought proper to send the surgeon of the factory to 
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the dtiatiy who returned and assured the Chief he might go out 
with great security; from these assurances and the pachowterah 
droogah (or collector of the Custr/jns) being sent by the duan to 
the Chief with a present of beetle and to conduct him to the duan 
wlio w'as to introduce him to the Nabob he by the ad' ice and 
opinion of all the gentlemen of the factor\ and ofh( er of the 
g.irrison went and was by the duan presented to the Nabob, who 
oulLied him into confinement, and forct‘d him to sign a mutchulka 
to the following purport ; that we should give no protection to the 
King's subjects, that we should destroy an\ new fortifications we 
had raised and fill up the new ditch, and thai d it could be proved, 
\\e had granted dusticks to any persons tliai were not entitled to 
tin m, the h^ss sustained by the Gove rnnnait in the Custom should 
l)L made good by the Company. ThcbC letters likewise informed 
us I lie Nabob intended to march to Calcutta with his whole army 
which now amounted to 50,000 men, besides a very large Train of 
utillery. 

<). Upon the receipt of this intelligence, we thought it expedient 
to put our town (which was extremely open tow'ards the land) in 
th( best posture of defence we could by throwing up such outworks 
as the shortness of our time w'ould admit of, cornformable to 
i)Ians laid before us for that purpose, which was accordingly 
executed. The militia were likewise summoned and trained, and 
everything in our power prepared to sustain our attack in case 
the Nabob should be rash enough to carry matters to that 
^‘Xtremity. 

10. The i6th of June the van of his army aj^peared before the 
ledoubt at Perrins, and about one in the afternoon attempted to 
force a passage that way in the town, but were bravely repulsed 
by the party stationed there, numbers of them being killed, which 
made them decamp in the night from thence, and enter the town 
from the eastward, at which quarter it w'as not in our power to 
prevent their getting in. On the morning of the i8th they begun 
the attack of our Lines, and after a very warm fire the whole day, 
one of our batteries were obliged to retreat ; which made it neces- 
sary to recall the rest that they might not be cut off by the enemy 
in the rear. 

II* The next morning they commenced a brisk fire upon the 
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fort which they continued the whole da} and great part of Sunday 
the 20th ; and having gained ptossession of the several houses near 
the factory and the church, the} destroyed a great many of our 
officeis and private men, who being harassed out with con- 
tinual duty and the enem} overpowering us with their numbers, 
the walls were scaled on the evening of the 20th, and the 
fort surrendered upon promise of their civil treatment of the 
prisoners. 

12. We have now given }Our Honours a summar} relation of the 
Nabob’s proceedings it Cossimbu/ar, his march against Calcutta, 
the attack and capture of th it place 

13. There being some counti} vessels in the iiver, such of the 
inhabitants as could escape have been eonhned in them and 
suffered the greatest distress, most of them having lost ever} 
thing they had and scarce saved the cloaths on their backs, which 
has induced us to take the libertv of maintaining them at 'Vour 
Honours’ expence, v\hich we flatter ourselves will not be dis 
approved of, when it is considered how general the calamit} has 
been, and what numbers had it not in their power to subsist 
themselves by any means whatever. 

14. Our remaining here so long has been owing to our judging 
It absolutely necessarv to keep the rivei in order to re-establish 
Ourselves in these piovinces, for which purpose we have applied 
to the President and Council of I ort Saint George to assist us with 
all the force they can possibly sp ire from the calls of their own 
Coast, and have deputed Charles M inmngham Esq. to satisfye 
them of the necessity of exerting themselves on this occasion for 
recovering Your Honours’ Settlements, rights and priviledges m 
these provinces. As }et we have received no answer from those 
gentlemen though we daily expect one, and we hope they will not 
refuse or delay sending us down a cpnsiderable bod} of troops as 
soon as th||r received our letter upon that head, as their arrival at 
this juncture would enable us to re-establish Your Honours m all 
the priviledges and immunities of the royal phirmaund, the countr} 
being involved in troubles by the appointment of another Subah 
from Dilly who is joined by some royal troops and several con- 
siderable jummadars that have deserted Surajud Dowla. There is 
likewise an invasion expected from the Mar rat toes as soon as the 
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Rains take off, and by the intelligence we have received from 
Cossimbuzar the Nabob is greatly embarrassed. 

15 We have likewise applied t 1 the President and Council of 
Bombay for a supply of troops, and in case those two Presidencies 
j^ive us the necessary assistance, we may hop in a short time to 
1C ]u lint \our Honours of our being resett^ d upon i secure and 
r s| tctable footing 

i( Ihe gentlemen at Luckipoic and Bulranigurr} ha\e safely 
withdrawn then factories pursuant to our >rders and brought away 
ill their milit ir^ stores with whit cash and etlects were laying in 
tht II lespcctive factories. Those at Dacca i ild not do the same 
f r want of conveyances, all their boats bcin^ seized by the Nabob 
f th it place, but were obliged to suirendt r after they heard of the 
less of Port \\ illiam 

1/ Bv the next convey inccs we shall transmit \our Honours 
cjp\s of our proceedings since the loss of Calcutti, with the cash 
I count and what other papers ire matenil. 

\nd are, (Nc cNc , Rocjir Dkaki , Ji mor, Wm W\tts, James 
Kiiuairicr, Rich-vri) Bechi I Pail Richard Pearkes, 
^^M Irankiand, M Com 1, J Z Hoiwiii, \\ Mackett, 
P Amvatt, 1. Boddam 

fjc Lettn from Council at Fulta to Council, 1 0 )t Saint George, 
dated 17 Sephmbei 1756 

Honolkable Sir and Sirs, — Enclosed is duplicate of our 
iddress under date the i8th ultimo, since which we have re- 
ceived advices from Cossimbuzar that we think proper to com- 
municate to your Honour Nc with our sentiments and resolution 
thereon 

Warren Hastings, one of the Honourable Company s 
c oven inted servants at Cossimbuzar and now detained at that 
place by the Nabob writes Major Killpatrick to the following 
purport, that Surrajah Doulat is no longer Subah of Bengal which 
»s conferred on the King of Delhi eldest son, that the Nabob 
of Perenea (Soukat Jung) has received ^phtrinaund from the King 
investing him with the Nabobship of Bengal, Bahar, and Onxa 
under his son, and great preparations are making at Muxadavad 
or a war with Perenea in consequence of the foregoing appoint- 
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merits, that the Nabob of Bannaras has sent 6,ooo horsemen to 
the assistance of Soukat Jung, that most of the rajahs whose 
territories he near Perenea have deserted Surrajah Doulat, and 
that on the 29th of last month a letter arrived from the Dutch chief 
at Patna with advice that the King, with his son and vi/ier ivas 
upon his march this way at the held of a formidable army, having 
crossed the River Jumna 20 days before with an intention first to 
reduce these provinces to his obedience, and afterwards to visit all 
the other parts of his dominions, that the Morattas likewise art 
expected soon, it being reported they have imprisoned the ptrsoii 
sent to pay them their annual choiit, with v\hich they are not eon 
tented, and that Mirza Sallah the Nabob of Cuttack has joined 
them. That the Nabob begins to be much troubled at the 
impending dangers, and his jcmmidais seem not very inclinable 
to serve him with that zeal which his piesent desperate circum 
stances require against their king, as they ina> expect to be treated 
like rebels, most of the pnncipil of them hiving a great part 
their fortunes, and some their fimilus at Delhi. That notwith 
standing all this, Surrajah Doulat is raising a great army, and 
extorting as much money as ht cm get from the lajahs and other 
people that are so unfortunate as to he under his power, not sparing 
the Europeans. 

The above is the substance of Mr Hastings’ information, upon 
which we beg leave to make the following remarks. First, that 
the whole of it is not affirmed by the gentleman to be matter of 
fact, and that in all probability grt it part of it may be no more 
than a report raised by the enemies of Surrajah Doulat, next that 
Surrajah Doulat is possessed of such immense riches, and has so 
large an army on foot, that it is very possible he will be able to 
extricate himself by one means or other from the dangers which 
threaten him at present, lastly, should he be cut off or expelled 
from Yiiikuhahshtp we should hnd immense difficulties to re- 
establish ourselves in the pnviledges and grants which the royal 
phirmaund sets forth, and upon a proper and secure footing, unless 
we can support our demands with a sufficient and respectable 
military force; These reasons we flatter ourselves will convince 
your Honour Kc. of the necessity of assisting us to the utmost of 
your power for recovering the Hcnourable Company’s Settlements, 
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rights and priviledges in these provinces notwithstanding the 
intelligence we have received from Cossimbuzar. 

We do not write this intelligejjce as a certainty or with any 
intention to check the resolutions you may have come to for the 
a'.sisting us, but if you should be prevented from sending us so 
considerable a force, as we could wish, and have requested, by 
ad\ice of a rupture between the Crowns of Great Hritain and 
Ihance, we are then to desire you will supply us with as large a 
number of military and artillery as you may judge consistent with 
tile safety of the Honourable Company’s [)Obsessions on your 
t that we may be ready and in a condition to make use of 
.in\ turn in our fa\or, for which purpose and in hopes of your 
Honour complying with our request, wv an* determined to 
keep the river till wc receive your answer and are ascertained 
if ue may expect a further reinforcement, \vithout which w'e 
appit'hend it will be impossible to re-establish ourselves in 
He ngal. 

We beg leave to remark that could we regain our Settlement 
duiing the troubles in the country, it w'ould be of the utmost 
consequence in recovering our priviledges, which we should find 
extremely difficult as well as expensive, li the Government should 
he settled before we repossess our colon} . This consideration we 
flatter ourselves will have its due weight with your Honor &c. 
and wc make n(3 doubt will influence your resolutions for sending • 
as large a force to our assistance as you can possibly spare from 
the calls on your Coast, and that as early as }ou conveniently can. 

Enclosed we transmit you the return of military and military 
stores now in our fleet, and are sorry to observe to your Honor 
that sickness greatly prevails among them, having lost Captain 
Godwin, Lieutenant Sampson, Lieutenant Erdman, Ensign Vouga, 
‘Cnd Ensign Walcott belonging to this establishment, and private 
men dead and now" sick upw'ards of an hundred. 

hen Captain Dogan left Bengal in the month of May, he 
carried away some freight belonging to the Moors, which was 
retained in his sloop and by us demanded of him, but he peremp- 
torily refused to deliver it upon our receipt, which we beg leave to 
mention to your Honor &c. that you ma} take proper notice of 
flis behavior. 
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Enclosed we transmit you a packet for the Honourable Company 
which we request you will forward by any vessel that may be 
under dispatch for Europe from your Coast, and we likewise 
enclose a packet for the President and Council of Bombay to 
be forwarded by pattamar or shipping as you may judge most 
expeditious. 

We are, &c., <N:c., Roger Drake, William Watts, James 
Killpatrick, Richard Becher, Paul Richard Pearkes, 
William Frankland, Matthew Collet, J. Z. Holweli, 
William Mackett, P. Amy\tt, Thomas Boddam. 


91. Opinion of the Select Committee {Fort Saint Georf^e) as to the 
conditions of the expedition to 

1. As it may be supposed that one or more of the men of war 
wall be sent before Calcutta, and the Moors driven out by her 
cannon, it is requested of Mr. Watson that he wall land Colonel 
Clive with the Company’s troops or a part of them to take posses- 
sion again of that Settlement, and whatever may be found within 
the Company’s limits as usually understood, from Perrin's garden 
dowm to Surman’s garden, for the sole benefit of the Cornpan), 
which request it is hoped will be thought reasonable as the Com- 
pany have suffered an immense loss, and are to be at the whole 
expence of the expedition. 

2. Should it be judged proper by the Company’s representatives 
after the taking of Calcutta to request the assistance of the 
squadron to attack Hughly or any other Moors’ town, or to make 
reprizals in the river upon Moors’ vessells, it is hoped it w^ill not be 
thought unreasonable that commissaries be appointed on both 
sides to dispose of the prizes that may be so taken, their produce 
to be deMsited untill it shall be determined by His Majesty in 
what manner it should be distributed : A gratuity to be given for 
the present at the discretion of the Council of War, to the petty 
officers and private men, and to be deducted out of the portion 
which may be allotted to them. 

1 Fort Saint George Public Consultations, 29 September, 1756. 
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92. Extract from Fort Saint George Select Committee Consultations, 
I October^ 

Arguments offered by Mr. Oiine on the subject of the 
])icsent question, in which argument Clue deckles he 
concuis. 

Since Ml. Manningham’s arn\ il what hib liapptned to alter the 
n olutiori (ff the 21st Septembe r ^ 

Ml Manningham sa}s much to fxculpitc the gentlemen of 
C ilcutt I from the two points winch uc i)ii icqiallv c'steemed the 
I uisLb of the loss of that place 

1st, Iht protection of the Nabob’s t< n i it 

^nd, The not endeavouring to pacihc him when incensed. 

l^iit an inquisition of this kind is in my opinion not of the re- 
^ IT of this Board. It belongs to oui Masteis, the East India 
( on 1 pan). 

More, Mr. Manningham says, that tht resolutions of the 
( oiincil held by us September 21st, take aw ly all power from tne 
f^cntlemcn at bulta. That they are ibscdutcly Governor and 
( ouncil, and are so by Act of Parliament, that for his own 
j)articulir he shall quit the service, that he believes the rest of the 
gentlemen now of the Council will do so tjo, as subordination 
nid all good government will be destroyed and no more respect 
be paid to them. 

What weight IS this to have with us ^ 

^hall the resolutions of Council of the 21st September be 
changed or no ^ 

I cannot see anv reason for iltermg the resolution of the 
-1st September. A particular tenderness to avoid a determination 
en the authority of the gentlemen of Calcutta has been exerted. 
1 he expedient of sending deputies to gue orders to the military 
uid to manage that part of the Compan>’s property which shall 
be sent from this Settlement to Bengal, was thought by me a mean 
between two extremes. The one extreme that of declaring the 
'authority of the gentlemen of Bengal absolutely null and void. 
T^he other extreme, that of putting so large a force and so 
l^irge a part of the Company’s property entirely under the disposal 
<^f those gentlemen. It is with great pain that I now find myself 
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obliged to declare that when the majority of this Board were of 
opinion that the authority of the gentlemen at Bengal was as valid 
as ever, I, with Colonel Clive, thought that opinion liable to objec- 
tions and it is not minuted that that opinion was unanimous but 
that the majority were of that opinion. I have never met with the 
particular Act of Parliament referred to by Mr. Manningham and 
wait with impatience to see it. But I think I can venture to say 
that I know, had the town and garrison of Calcutta belonged to 
a Prince instead of the East India Company, the Governor from 
•whom it had been taken could never have reassiimed his authority 
there untill the pleasure of his Prince had been known. And this 
paralell for want of the Act of Parliament is all I have to judge 
by, and it influences my opinion so strongly, though perhaps 
erroneously, that were 1 iii the case of the gentlemen of Bengal, I 
would sooner reassume my lost authority in Calcutta from the 
donation of the Presidency of Madras, than I would assert it from 
my own authority, as in the one case I should proceed to act from 
the best authority I could get, and those who invested me wdth it 
would be responsible for the consequences till the pleasure of rny 
Masters was know'ii, whereas taking this authority as an indisput- 
able rigfit till that can be proved without contradiction, would 
subject me, if it should not be proved at all, to immense difficulties. 
These reasons I beg leave to add to those w hich are fully explained 
in the Consultation of the 2ist September as determining me to 
think there is no occasion to alter the plan there digested. As 
to the authority of the Chiefs of Calcutta diminished by this 
deputation as urged by Mr. Manningham, it concerns me ex- 
tremely that it should be so, but in such complicated cases as 
these, many inconveniences must arise, and the authority 
those gentlemen will never, in my opinion, be properly con- 
firmed, till it is so by the orders pf our Honourable Masters 
from £u4|pe. 

Robert Clive, Robert Orme. 

Then the second question w’as put : Who are to be esteemed the 
proper representatives of the Company in Bengal, and under whose 
direefion is the intended expedition to be carried on ? 

Whereupon it was resolved that Roger Drake Esq., Colonel 
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Liwrence when present, Mr Watts, Mr. Manningham and 
Mr Bccher, the Select Committee appointed for that Presidency, 
joined to Colonel Clive, are to be esteemed the proper representa- 
ti\es of the Compan\ at Bengal that th^v be desired to form 
and deliver to Colonel Clive a plan for the c induct of such treaty 
IS the\ shall recommend to be made for tin best advantage of the 
C )inpany with the Nabob of Bengal, and also a pi in of such 
niilitir} operations as they wouM recommend to be earned on 
Is mist the Nabob untill he shall consent to such terms as the 
tu it\ ma)^ be coneliided on 

1 lit as the Committee think the} eould » insvvci putting the 
^ iinpinv to the cxpencc of fitting out tin armament without 
t il uiL, it the sinic time ill possible prec iiitions to secure to them 
i pi \ lit nt idv int igcs, not merel} the ict iking of ( alcutta but the 
re t iblishment of their sever xl former Settlements with all the 
]) nilcdges granted them b} the (jrreat Mogul, and as the C ommittee 
li i\i an entire eonfidence in Colonel C live s abilities and that hi 
will exert his utmost endeivors to carry this our design into full 
(-\((ution,v hereas it might not impossibl} meet with interruptions 
01 del i\s from divisions of opinion among the Bengal gentlemen, if 
it depended totall} on them 

llierefore it is agreed that Colonel Clive be further instructed 
t > weigh and consider well the plans he shall receive from the 
bet )re mentioned Select ( ommittee of Bengil, and in cast he shall 
jud^e any part of them not to tend to the most speedy and 
othcicijus method of obtaining the hoped for advantages to the 
Coinpiny, then to give his best advice on the subject to those 
gentlemen, and in case their opinions should still differ, then finally 
to pursue those measures which he shall judge to be most for the 
^ ornpany’s benefit, tiansmitting to us in a very explicit manner his 
reasons for such a proceeding, which reasons shall be referred to 
the Court of Directors 

Thus the Committee are of opinion the} have removed as far as 
^ri them lies all obstacles to the compleat execution of their inten- 
tions m sending this armament to Bengal, supposing that a war is 
^ot declared with France , for upon the first news of such a 
declaration, we shall hold it absolutel} necessary to recall all the 
troops to the coast, except so many as will be necessary for the 

^5 
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immediate defence of Calcutta, esteeming the certain advantages 
of the Settlements and inland possessions of the Company on this 
Coast to be more worthy of attention than the uncertain hopes of 
regaining their Settlements in Bengal. 

Therefore the Committee think it necessary to furnish Colonel 
Clive with independent powers on this head also, that in case upon 
the news of a war or othei cmei^^cnc^ it should be found necessar} 
to recall a part of the troops for the defence of this Coast, and the 
Select Committe at Bengal should not think proper to return them 
upon our rep^resent ition, then that Colonel Clive do follow the 
orders of this Committee and proceed hither with such part of the 
troops as shall be necessary, Ic uing onl\ is min} as may Le 
requisite for the defence of ( alcutta 

Messrs Clive ind Orine being isked wliethc r the} assent to the 
resolutions made upon the second question deliver in the follow 
mg answer 

In answer to this question, we btg lexve to lefer to the 4th 
article of the plan of instiuctions intended to be delivered to the 
deputies then resolved to be sent, as entered in the C onsultations 
of the Council held September 21st which si}s 

* That the deputies be directed to re establish the gentle 
men of Bengali in Calcutta is soon is Colonel Clives success 
shall render it proper^ and th it the} do when the place is m 
a sufficient state of securit}, put those gentlemen in possession 
of all such part of the Compan} s effects as shall remain with 
them ’ 

By this resolution which Colontl Clive and Mr Orme then 
agreed to with the rest of the Council it ippears that the} had no 
objection to entrusting the gentlemen of C alcutta, after the service 
of the deputies to be sent was at an end 

It IS now determined that the deputies shall not go , therefore 
Messrs JiLlive and Orme think as they did the 21st September 
that, in lieu of deputies the gentlemen of Bengal are to be 
empowered , and therefore as the resolution of 21st September is 
laid aside, declare that they can think of no better expedient than 
that now resolved by the majority of this Board. 

At the same time they beg leave to recommend to the serious 
consideration of the Board the necessary measures to be taken 
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that the gentlemen of Bengal may enter into our sentiments on 
the seclusion of plunder &c. to the Company’s use. 

Kt BERT Cl IVE, RoBI RT ORML. 


i) ^ liandatwn of an Lxtract /torn a Ltter t Vm. Direcki^i at Parts^ 
dated Isle-dc 1 7 ante, 2 Octob ; 1756.’^ 

lliL ifiairs of the Lnglish also srem n gicit confusion through- 
it ill Indii AI dc LL}rit writes th U tlu last letters rccei\ed 
1 \ him fiom Ch indcrnagoie infoim him tha^^ ihe Nawab of Bengal 
h IS 1 ik( n j)osscssic:)n of the F nglish fictor\ \* c ossimbarir though 
It w IS protected by four strong bistions thit this Nawib pioposes 
t besiege GoUcnhi, and tint the Ln.,lish are pieparing to send 
ih j(K) of the C oinpanv’s tioops from Madras, which will be 
j 1 1 ( ed b} i King s legiment, Kc cVe 


4 Ltihr ffoin C olonel Clue to his ratJui^ dated 1 ort Saint Giorge, 
5 Oct befy 1756 

floNcn Ki I) isik, — 1 he expedition to Bengd which I am upon 
the point of undertaking will not illow me to write a long letter. 
1 hope to write you fully and to your satisfac tioii by the next 
‘ ( n\ ( } ance 

I h Lve desired attorneys to pa> >ou the interest arising from 
ill in\ moneys m Kngland and the Bishop of Clenforts O annuity 
which IS all m my power at present, having loijt over ^^3,000 on 
the Doddington and I fe ir i greater sum at Bengal. This expedi- 
te ju if attended with success may enable me to do great things. 
It Is b} far the grandest of my undertakings. I go with great 
hircLS and great authority. 

1 hue desiied Mrs. Clive, who has nothing else to do, to write 
>i>u all particulars and I am with duty to my mother and affection 
to ni} brothers and sisters, 

Honoured Sir, — Your most dutiful and obedient son, Robert 

^ Calcutta 

15—2 


Archives Nationales, Pans 
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95. A Return of the Strength of the Troops ordered for Bengal, 

5 October, 1756. 
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RoitRT Lieutenant-Colonel 

96. Extracts from a letter from Colonel Clivc to William Mabbotf Esq-t 
dated Fort Sami George, 6 October, 1756, 

Providence who is the disposer of all events has thought proper 
to inflict the greatest calamity that ever happened to the Englii>h 
nation in these parts, I mean the loss of Calcutta attended with 
the greatest mortifications to the Company and the most barbarous 
and cruel circumstances to the poor inhabitants. 

This unhappy news has called me to the Presidency and the 
gentlemen thereof have thought proper to put me at the head ot 
this expedition for the recovery of Calcutta, the Company’s losses, 
rights aA privileges. 

***** 

I am not so apprehensive of the Nabob of Bengal’s forces as of 
being recalled by the news of a war or checked in our progress y 
the woods and swampiness of the country which is represented as 
almost impassable for a train of artillery. 
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97. Extract from a letter from Colonel Clive to Roger Drake, Esq., 
Senior, dated Fort Saint George, 7 October, 1756- 

A general calamity such as this must affect every wc'll -wisher to 
his country and I am sure it must you in particular. I cannot 
help feeling for your nephew’s misfortune^ and if I did not my 
obligations to you would entitle Mr. Drake to all the n spect and 
all the services in my pow’er. 1 hope to have the pleasure of 
n -establishing him at Calcutta in a condition of recovering all the 
C ompany’s and his own losses allso. 

My best wishes attend Mrs. Drake and ill the family, and I am 
with esteem, &c. tac. 


()S Translation of an extract from a letter from M. Baiissett to M. le 
Marquis DiipLix, dated C hander nagore, tS October, 1753.^ 

Since my last letter, sir, surprising events have occurred in this 
< ountry. The old Nawgb, Aliverdikhan is dead, his grandson who 
has succeeded him, first made terms with Mansur Ali Khan, 
formerly wazir of the Mogol, who was marching with a consider- 
able army to make war upon him and to make himself master by 
force of this suhah, but a considerable sum, which the young heir 
caused to be paid him, has satisfied him, and he has gone back 
again. The latter, to find an opportunity of recouping himself for 
the money he has just paid, has taken it into his head to pick a 
(juarrel with the [Kuropean] nations. He raised a considerable 
army, and presented himself before Cossimbazar to take the 
English factory, which, by the way, was well fortified and well 
l)rovided with munitions of war. The Chief was advised to go 
out and enquire from the Navv^ab what reason he had for declaring 
^var on the English. He went with his second in office, without 
a safe-conduct, to the Nawab, who caused him to be arrested and 
bound, after which he took possession of the factory. All the 
English, men and women, were obliged to go out, and a garrison 
^vas placed in it. 

M. Law, the French Chief in the above-mentioned place, 
received all the ladies by the Nawab’s permission, on condition 

» Bibliotheque Nationale 'MSS.. Paxia. 
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that he would be- responsible for them as English people. The 
Nawab then marched with all his army to Calcutta to besiege it. 
He sent and asked M. Renault, our Director at Chandernagore, 
for assistance, and offered to give him C alcutta for the Company 
w'hen it should be captured. The Prince w rote to the same effect 
to M. de Leyrit. You will see in the Chandernagore correspon# 
dence what has been written on this subject. 

It has been WTitten from Chandernagore that the Nawab sent a 
letter and a bcicl to M. Drake, Governor of Calcutta, doubtless 
for the purpose of coming to some terms or other. He received 
the messenger very badly, trampled the letter and the betel under 
his feet, and told the messenger that that would show what he 
thought of anything that cam(' to him from his master, and to go 
and inform him that he was waiting for him to come himself 
in order that he might rub his beard with a piece of pork. 
These expressions w'ere very insulting and offensive ; you ought 
not to be surprised if the young and conceited Prince, who is also 
naturally very vicious, swore the destruction of this beautiful and 
brilliant colony. 

You will, doubtless, think that the h.nglish (lovernor after such 
an insult and misplaced bragging, would have put himself in a 
condition of defence, that he would have made the best disposition 
he could of the 200 troops he had under good officers and that he 
would have armed the inhabitants of whom he had four thousand 
fit to carry muskets. Not at all. He received all the wealth 
which the great merchants and all the private persons brought to 
him to be in safety in the factory — over 3 croreSy i,e., 300 lakhs — 
and placed it in a ship upon which he had embarked 80 men, the 
commandant of the troops, and 2 councillors, and abandoned the 
place two days before the Naw^ab captured it. The Nawab entered 
[the town] on 20th June, his troops broke dowm the gates of the 
factory wuth h^chets, killed many of the English including two 
other Councillors wffiorn they made prisoners. They put in prison 
fmore than 120 f)ersons, men and women, and forgot them there 
for seven days [? hours] at the end of w'hich time w^hen it was 
opened, only 14 came out alive, the rest were dead. 

All the inhabitants, merchants, half-castes and Armenians, 
came out destitute of clothing {lit, in their shirts]. Our gentlemen 
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at Chandernagore received the ladies and many of the Englishmen 
b} the Nawab’s permission. 

The Nawab of Dacca had orders to take by force the English 
factory in that town, but M. Courtin, our Chief, showed so much 
tact in quieting ever} one that the English ( onsented in writing 
to evacuate [the factor}] with their ladies md without taking 
an} thing with them, on condition that they sla aid be prisoners on 
parole, and that M. Courtin wouM be responsible for them if 
authorized b} the C ouncil of Chandernagore. This act of 
hiimanit} has done him much honour. ( ilcutta taken, the 
Nawab came to spend a few da\s at Hugh, wh« le he oidered the 
Lnropean Chiefs to Msit him. 

He has demanded from the C ornpan\ altogether 400,000 rupees 
and as much from the Dutch. His troops have plundered every- 
wlurt, the} have committed the most dreadful robberies in our 
villages of Chandernagore without M. Renault daring to complain 
of them. 

1 here is ever} thing to^ fear fiorn this Prince in tlie future. 
Tlic} write from Madras that he is going to raze Calcutta to the 
ground. This is a terrible blow for the English Company. It 
would have been better for it to lose all its factories on the 
Coiomandel Coast than this colon}, so beautiful, so rich, so 
flourishing, which w'as established over lou }ears ago.^ 

The Governor of Calcutta and all of both sexes who could 
< iiibark themselves, have letired to Fulta where they have been 
^Lut succours of all kinds from Madras to enable them to retake 
[f alcuttaj. We are informed from Madras that the royal ships 
are going there [Fulta] with 800 soldiers and 1,500 sepoys. We 
do not }et know if the King’s regiment" has }et embarked. It 
appears that the} will try to retake the place, fortify themselves 
there, increase their strength, and that they will even ^o and 
attack the Nawab in his capital. 

It would be well for us to profit by the present circumstances 
to fortify ourselves at Chandernagore, and that 400 men should ^ 
be sent to us. This would give offence to the English and force 
them to ask for our alliance or enable us to join the Nawab if the 

^ The English colony was originally at Hugh, and not at Calcutta. 

‘ The 39 th, under Colonel Adlercron 
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English wish to act in this country as the> have done on the 
[Madras] Coast. M de Le^rit has felt the effects of it severely 
In sending us troops it is necessary to send money also, that is 
what \\e waht at Chandernagore 

In January we shall know perfectly both their operations and 
their designs I will inform ^ou of them In these parts we 
have to fortify Chandernagore Cossimba/ar and Dacca there is 
no use in thinking of Patna it is too far aw a) 

99 Tramlaiioti of a httci from M Du al de Ley > it t) the Coiinul 

Fori Sami Gui^c dated I ondtchuiy g October, 1756 

Sir, — I have the honoui to send \ou the enclosed letter which 
the Nawab of Bengd has written t > von It was forw aided to me 
by M. Renault Directoi and Commandant at Chandernagore 
and reached me lecentl} the fiigate La Clone which was de 
spatched to us from th it diriction 1 beg }ou will icknowled,,e 
its receipt 

I have cS.c c\.c 

100 retract from a htt r fr m C loucl Chit t the Secret Committee, 

London, diied 1 01 1 Saint Gcoi^e, ii October 1756 

Honolr\bll GbNTLtMLN, — 1 rom man\ hands }ou will hear of 
the capture of Calcutta b) the Mo( rs and the chain of misfor 
tunes and losses which have happened to the Company in par- 
ticular and to the nation in general Lvery breast seems filled 
with grief, horror and resentment, indeed it is too sad a tale to 
unfold and I must oeg leave to refer jou to the general letters, 
Consultations and Committees which will give you a full account 
of this catastrophe 

Upon this melancholy occasion the Governour and Council 
thought propW to summons me to this place As soon as an 
expedition was resolved upon I offered my service which at last 
was accepted, and I am upon the point of embarking on board 
His Majesty’s squadron with a fine body of Europeans full of spirit 
and resentment for the insults and barbarities inflicted on so 
many British subjects. 

I flatter myself that this expedition will not end with the re- 
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taking of Calcutta only, and that the Company’s estate in these 
parts will be settled in a better and more lasting condition than ever. 

There is less reason to apprehend a check from the Nabob’s 
forces than from the nature of the climate and cduntry. The 
news of a war may likewise interfere witli the success of this 
expedition. However should that happen and hostilities be com- 
mitted in India, I hope we shall be able to di'^possess the PTench 
of Charnagore {$ic) and leave Calcutta in a state of defence. 

101. Letter from Council, Fort Sami Gc()}^e, Colonel Clive, dated 
1 3 October, I75h. 

Sir, — Judging the re-establishment of th(‘ Company’s Settle- 
ments at Bengal to be of the highest im[)()rtance to their welfare, 
we have requested of Admiral Watson to proceed thither with the 
whole squadron under his command. 

We have embarked on the several ships of the squadron, all 
ofheers included, 528 military and 109 Train, and on the Company’s 
sliips ]\\ilpole and Malboi'ou^h with the Boncta ketch and those 
on board His Majesty’s ships 940 sepoys and 160 lascars with 
twelve field-pieces, one haubitzer, and a necessary quantity of 
ammunition, and reposing full confidence in your abilities we have 
ap])ointed you to be Commander-in-Chief of the land forces to be 
employed on the present expedition. 

You are therefore to proceed with this command to Bengal. 
In the river you will probably meet wuth most of the gentlemen 
of the late Council, of whom the following have been this year 
appointed by the Secret Committee of the Honourable East India 
Company to be a Select Committee for the management of all 
matters relative to the protection or preservation of the Company’s 
estate, rights and priviledges, viz, Roger Drake Esq., Colonel Law- 
rence when present, Messrs, Watts, Manningham and Becher. 

To these gentlemen we have addressed a letter which we now 
deliver you together with a copy thereof, by which you will observe 
our intentions in fitting out this armament, and this letter will 
serve to guide you in acting up to the spirit of these intentions. 

Conformably to these intentions we have desired the gentlemen 
of the Select Committee apf>ointed as before • mentioned to form 
and deliver you a plan of such treaty, as they would recommend 
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to be made for the best advantage of the Company with the 
Nabob of Bengal, and likew^ise a plan of such military operations, 
as they shall judge to be most likely to compel the Nabob to con- 
sent to the terms of the said treaty. They will probably desire 
your presence at their Councils. We need not recommend to you 
to assist them with your best advice, and we most earnestly re- 
quire you to endeavour to preserve a good harmony throughout. 

If any part of the plans you shall receive from the gentlemen 
before mentioned shall appear to you not to lead by the most 
speedy and effecatious (sic) way to the obtaining the hoped foi 
advantages to the Company you will explain particularly your senti- 
ments to those gentlemen, pointing out to them such alteration as 
you think will better answer the purposed end, in which alteration 
w'e flatter ourselves they then will concur. If not, \ou aic ein- 
pow’ered, and w’c do hereby empower you, to pursue such measures 
as you shall judge most conducive to the Company’s ])enetit, 
transmitting to them, and to us, m tlie most particular manner, 
your reas<ms for so doing. 

Our last advices from ICurope have given us too much reason to 
fear there will be but a verN short time ior the execution of this 
project, it being our resolution, should wt' receive new’S of a war 
with France, immediately to recall >ou, and the greatest part of 
the troops for the defence of this Coast. Upon the receipt of such 
orders from us you an* to leave so man} men as }ou judge neces- 
sary for the immediate defence of Calcutta, and proceed hither 
wuth the rest w'ithout loss of time, notwithstanding any thing that 
may be urged to the contrary by the gentlemen of Bengal, for in 
such circumstances we cannot but regard the certain possession of 
the Establishments under our authority on this Coast, and in this 
country, to be an object of too great importance to the Company, 
not to employ our utmost attention. Should our orders for return- 
ing arrive wiA you before His Majesty’s ships have left Bengal, 
you are to request of Admiral Watson, or the commander of the 
ships that may be there, to bring the troops to Madrass ; but 
should none of His Majesty’s ships remain with you, then you are 
to apply to the President and Council for such of the Company’s 
ships as may be there, or employ such private vessels, as may be 
procurable. 
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Fnclosed is cop> of a Council of War, held here by the 
officers of His Majesty’s squadron the 30th September and 
-rul October concerning the disposal of what may be taken from 
the Moors, with copies of three letters which passed between 
Mi Watbon and us on the same subject \ far as the shans of 
the sea fDrees are distributed we consent th it the shans of such 
[ ii t of the land forces as b} their lank art to share with those sea 
f icts be distributed also In case repn/als should bt made, )OU 
lie to consider jointly with Mr Watson and the Bengal Com- 
mittee of the appointment of proper i jmnns lies t ike charge 
c f the portion th it is to be dt]. sited 

We ha\e appe inted Mi John Walsh to ’t pa\ mister of the 
f r es ti bf emj)li\ed on the present e\] ( dition ind Mi 1 horn is 
M 111 sell C( inmissar\ rht\ ire t ict in all things icei iding 
t }eur eiders but we h i\e deliv red the j>i> m ister foi his guid 
in e i cop> of our militar\ regulitions r 1 itin^^ t pav latlu^is.c , 
i d i lett( r of instruetions e f which herewith is i cop\ 

( jnfe)rmabl} to the pargigraph of our Honourable Masteis com- 
niindb therein leferred to, ni latii, or extraordmar} allowance 
should be gi\en to the troops in an} of their girrisons but as the 
state in which their Settlements at Bengil may be found is quite 
un ert iin we lea\e it t^ }ou to regulati this in such a manner, 
as \ou shall see reisonable When their Settlements ire re- 
tabhshed ind the inhabitants returned so th it provisions become 
\ lent} is usual, this order of our Honourable Masters must be 
Mil tl\ observed 

It has been customar} here to diet the non commissioned officers 
md soldiers in the held, instead of pa} mg them batta, and thi« has 
dw i}s been done b} contract Ihe last contract was ^fanants^ 

I d 1} for each man, but as provisions hive generall} been much 
cheaper and more plent} at Bengil than on this Coast, we hope 
}ou will be able to contract for a less price We leave it to you 
to settle this to the best advantage of the Company 
The military stores embarked for the service of this expedition, 
according to the enclosed lists, are under the charge of the re- 

Compensation for depreciation of money or for evtra expenditure as \hhen 
'’er\ ing m a foreigpi country 

The Madras fanam was worth about twopence 
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spective officers, who are accountable to }ou. You will give them 
orders to be particularly careful that none are lost or damaged, 
and cause \erv exact monthly accounts to be delivered you of the 
receipts and issues ’^ou are to give copies of the lists of stores 
to the Committee at Bengal 

On the ships \IarlhorouJi and 11 alpolc we h ive laden Arcot 
rupees 400,000 (two lachs on tach ship) consigned to you for the 
service of the expedition Out of this ^ou are to make such issues 
to the paymaster as vou shill see necessary, and in case voii 
should have occasion for a further supply, vou in to apply to the 
President and Council there, ind if the> should not be able to 
furnish you, you have lib(it> to drivv upon us 

You are to cause i geiuril muster to be made monthly bv the 
commissarv of all the forces, lascDs irtificers, cooler and others 
in the Company’s pav We desire vou will be present at these 
musters as often as your business will permit, -and when >ou can 
not be present yourself depute such person as vou shall think 
proper I hese mustc rs should be t ikeii is near is possible to the 
end of ever} month, because the} aie to be a guide to the pav 
master for his issues of pi}, ind the commissiry is to transmit 
copies of the muster rolls to us b> the most secure opportunities 
that offer 

We deliver vou herewith i letter from the President to the 
Nabob of Bengal, and a letter from S ilabut Jung to the same 
Nabob, both which you are to transmit to him at such time as}OU 
shall judge most proper Lnelosed aie likewise translations of the 
two letters for vour perusal 

We deliver vou likewise i copv attested b} the Caugee^ of Dellv 
of the Mo^uVi> phirmaund to the Company for the possession of 
their several Settlements, and a book containing a translation not 
only of the ph^naund, but also of the orders sent from Delly at the 
same time to*he officers of the several subahs, enjoining them to 
put the Compan} in possession and permit them to enjoy the 
pnviledges granted by the said phirmaund By this book you will 
be particularly informed what the Company have a right to pre 
tend to in. the province of Bengal, which will be a great assistance 
in your negociations with the Nabob. When you return to the 

^ The Muhammadan Judge 
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( oast you are to leave both the Persian copy and the book of 
translations in the hands of the Select Committee at Bengal. 

We enclose Colonel Adlercron’s warrant, empowering you, or 
the commander-in-chief of the expedition for the time being, to 
appoint courts martial and persons to officiatr as Judge Advocate. 
With our wishes for your success w^e arc, &c. Georc.e Pigoi, 
Si kiNGER Lawrence, Henry Powney, Rohj rt Ormf, William 
Vi KCh^'AL, Robert Palk. 

102. — Letter from the Council at Fulta to ilu Count il, Fori Saint 

George, dated 13 October, 

IIoNOTRABLE SiR AND SiRS, — The accompanying duplicate 
under date the 17th ultimo was intended to i)e forwarded by the 
^hi}) Fame, but that ship not proceeding or any other sea con- 
\(.\ance bound now to the Choromandel Coast w^e forward the 
same by patiamar, and are not a little concerned that to this date 
w\ have not been favoured with an} advices from your fionor &c. 
Council. Our situation becomes very irksome, and since our last 
the sickness has continued among our military wdio are daily dying. 
The Moors likewise being convinced that the season is too far 
iidvanced for our proceeding out of the river (wdiich we before 
endeavoured to make them believe was our intention), have begun 
again to hinder us in the procurement of fresh provisions, which 
if continued will greatly add to our present bad situation. 

We are, &c., &c., Roger Drake, Junior, Wliliam Watts, 
James Killpatrick, Richard Beciier, Paul Richard Pearkes, 
M. Collet, W. Mackei r, P. Amyatt. 

103. Extracts from a letter from the Select Committee , Fort Saint 

George, to the Select Committee, Fort William, i^^ctober, 1756.^ 

Gentlemen, — i. The Secret Committee of the Honourable 
the East India Company in their letter to us dated 13th February,, 
having advised us that they have appointed you (with Colonel 
LawTence w^hen present) to be a Select Committee with powers 
to take such measures as shall be necessary for the protection and 
preservation of the Company’s estate, rights and privileges, and 

1 Received at Fulta, December 14. 1756. 
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having directed us, the Committee for the affairs of this Presidency, 
to correspond with you on all matters relative thereto : It is there- 
fore to you, gentlemen, that we address the advice we have to offer 
on the subject of the late calamity that has befallen the Company’s 
Settlements and estate in the province of Bengal, with an informa- 
tion of the efforts we have made for the re-establishment of the 
Company’s possessions and the rc-iinburscment of the loss of 
property they have sustained. 

2. We are to acknow’ledge the receipt of the following letters : 

From Roger Drake Esq. and the (jentlemen of the Council at 

Fulta dated 18th August. 

From Roger Drake Esq. Messrs. Watts, Killpatrick and Holwell 
at Fulta the 19th do. 

From Mr. Holwell dated at Muxadavad the 17th July 1756. 

From Mr. Holwell d<itc‘d at Hughley 3rd August 1756. 

From Messrs. Watts and C ollet dated 2nd, (Hh, 7th and i8th July 
last enclosing a letter for the Couit of Direclois. 

From Mr. Becher cvic. Council at Dacca dated 13th July. 

3. Of all which copies will be transmitted to our Honourable 
Masters. 

4. By letter from the President and Council of Madras to 
Mr. Drake and the Gentlemen of the Council at Fulta dated i8th 
and 2ist September, which w’as dispatched by the King's Fisher 
sloop, you were advised of the disposition that had been made for 
the departure of-the whole of His Majesty's squadron and a large 
part of our troops undei the command of Colonel Clive, for the 
execution of the service before mentioned. 

5. Accordingly Vice-Admiral Watson with His Majesty’s ships 
Kent, Cumberland, Tiger (sic) Salisbury and llridgtwater, with the 
Company’s ships Walpole and Marlbofough now sail for Ballasore 
Road and w^ave embarked, all officers- included, 528 military and 
109 Train ana 940 sepoys, under the command of Robert Clive, 
Esq., who has His Majesty’s commission as Lieutenant-Colonel. 

‘6, It is our duty to represent to you that we think Mr. Watson 
should be present, and assist in all your Councils and deliberations 
held on the- subject of war you shall carry on, or the treaties which 
you shall make with the Nabob. You will find in this gentleman, 
as we always have, the greatest disinterestedness as well as £eal 
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and willingness to promote the welfare of the East India 
('ornpany. 

7. Mr. Pocock likewise always assisted with Mr. Watson at our 
Councils and will at your request, we are persuaded, :is readily 
assist at yours. 

S. As Colonel Clive’s rank in the Cc'^mpanv's service is Deputy- 
(jovernoi of Fort Saint David and to succeid to the Presidency 
of Fort Saint George, wc doubt not but \ou will show him all the 
iLspe(t that rank entitles him to, and a', his assistance in your 
('ouiicils will be particularly useful, \oii will think it proper to 
uffer him a seat at your Board. During lii- day at l^ombay he 
l-'ok the right hand of the President. 

0. We could not have resolved to » ngage our Honourable 
M.isters in the vast expense of fitting out this armament but 
with the hopes of obtaining equivalent advantages. The mere 
making of Calcutta should we think by no means be the end 
this undertaking; not only their Settlements and factories 
“^iK'nld be restored but aLl their pri\iledges established in the full 
extent granted by the Great and ample reparation made to 

them for the loss they have lately sustained ; otherwise we are of 
oj^inion it would have been better nothing had been attempted, 
tlian to have added the heavy charge of this armament to their 
foiiner loss, without securing their colonies and trade from future 
insults and exactions. 

10. Should the Nabob on the news of the arrival of these forces, 
make offers tending to the acquiring to the Company the before 
mentioned advantages, rather than risque the success of a war, 
vve think that sentiments of revenging injuries, although they were 
never more just, should give place to the necessity of sparing as 
l^^ir as possible the many bad consequences of war, besides the 
Gxpence of the Company’s treasures, but we are of opinion that 
the sw'ord should go hand in hand with the pen, and that on the 
arrival of the present armament, hostilities should immediately 
commence with the utmost vigour. These hostilities must be of 
every kind which can either distress his dominions and estate or 
bring reprizals into our possession. 

11. We need not represent to you the great advantage which 
think it will be to the military operations, and the influence it 
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will have in the Nabob’s councils to effect a junction with any 
Powers in the provinces of Bengal that may be dissatisfied with 
the violences of the Nabob’s Government, or that may have pre- 
tensions to the Nabobship. 

12 . And it is we think more immediately necessary at the 
opening of the military operations to request Mr. Watson to 
block up if possible all the passes of the river, through w'hich the 
salt, rice, and other provisions are carried into the country, and 
to seize on all that shall come within the reach of the armament, 
consulting at the same* time proper mt‘asures for supplying oiii 
own force with provisions. 

13. We have directed Colonel Clive to apply to you, gentlemen, 
for a plan of such treaty as you would recommend to be made with 
the Nabob and also for a plan of such military operations by land, 
as you would recommend to be carried on against him, untill he 
shall consent to such terms as the treaty may be concluded on ; 
and Colonel Clive will assist you wdth his advice in the forming 
these plans. 

14. But as we have a particular dept'iidence on Colonel Clive's 
ability for the management of this expedition, and as it is absolutely 
necessary that no division of opinion or other impediment should 
prevent its being carried into full and entire execution, our instruc- 
tions to Colonel Clive will empower him to proceed to such military 
Operations by land, as he shall judge to be most for the Company’s 
interest, transmitting to us in a very explicit manner his reasons 
for any proceedings which may differ from your sentiments, which 
reasons shall be referred to the Court of Directors, and should we 
upon the news of a war with France find it necessary to recall him 
with a part of the troops, that he do immediately come away with 
such troops, leaving only as many as he shall think sufficient for 
the defence of Calcutta ; as in that circumstance we must think 
the preservaTOn of the Company’s estate under our authority a 
concern of too much importance to be subjected to the risques 
wiiich may be incurred by the want of those troops. We thought 
it indispensibly our duty to invest Colonel Clive with so large 
a power judging that the certain possessions of the Company on 
this Coast would in such a case require infinitely more our atten- 
tion than the present circumstances of this enterprize. 
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15. We have laden 400,000 rupees on the Walpole and Marl- 
borough, each two lack consigned to Colonel Clive for the service 
of the expedition. 

16. We have appointed Mr. John Walsh Paymaster of the 
Forces and Mr. Thomas Maunsell Commiss?jry. 

JO. We have delivered Colonel Clive a letter from our President 
to the Nabob of Bengal and a letter from Salabat Jung to the 
same Nabob, of both which we now enclose translations for your 
pi rusal. 

21. We have also delivered to Colonel Clivi* a copy (attested by 
the Caugec of Delly) of the Mogul's phirmaund to the Company for 
the possession of their several Settlements, and a book containing 
a tr.iu'^lation not only of the phirmaund but also of the orders sent 
fiom Delly to the officers of the different suhahs enjoining them 
to jjut the Company in possession and permit them to enjoy the 
privilcdges granted by the said phirmaund. Colonel Clive is directed 
t(' leave both the Persian copy and the English translations with 
\()Li when he returns to the Coast. 

■f Y *- t 

24. We cannot too much enforce to you the absolute necessity 
^^hich appears to us that the houses and buildings of Calcutta 
from which an enemy can annoy the fort be immediately levelled, 
as otherwise we cannot conceive any method of preserving the 
fort from the same fate it has lately suffered. 

We are &c. &c. George Pigot, Robert Clive, Stringer 
Lawrence, Henry Powney, Robert Orme, William Perceval, 
Robert Palk. 


104. Letter from Mr, Pigot to the Nabob of Bengal, dated 
14 October, 1756. 

1 received the letter you was pleased to write me on the 30th of 
June, advising me that it was not your intention to remove the 
•T^ercantile business of the English Company out of the suhah of 
Lengal, and at the same time I received information that all 
the Company’s factories in the said province with their effects. 
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amounting to several kerows had been seized by your people, also 
the effects of all the merchants who resided in the said Settlements 
amounting to a great many lacks more, and I was further informed 
that the greatest part of the merchants were killed hy your people 
in a cruel and barbarous manner beyond what can be described 
in writing. I must inform you that the English have above all 
other nations enriched your province by a most extensive trade 
and the importation of immense sums of ready money. The 
Mogul was so sensible of the many advantages of our settling in 
Bengal that he has given us by his phirmaunds his protection, 
together with many privileges and indulgences in all parts of his 
dominions, and these privileges and indulgences the English have 
enjoyed from that time to this, according to the intent of the 
royal phirmaund. Indeed in Bengal the Stibahs did not comply 
with the royal phirmaund but out of thirty-two villages given us 
by the King suffered us to possess but three, and moreover have 
often on trifling pretences taken large sums of money from the 
Governors of Bengal. However as it was the intent of the 
English to live peaceably and only to follow their trade in your 
province, they submitted and made no disturbance. All that the 
Subahs, your predecessors, have done is nothing in comparison to 
what you have lately done. I should have been willing to have 
believed that the violence and cruelties exercised by your army 
against the English was without your knowledge, but I find you 
commanded your army in person and after killing and murdering 
our people took possession of the Fort. The great commander 
of the King of England’s ships has not slept in peace since this 
news and is come down with many ships, and I -have sent a great 
Sardary'^ who will govern after me, by name Colonel Clive, with 
troops and land forces. Full satisfaction and restitution must be 
made for losses we have sustained. You are wise : consider 
whether i^s better to engage in a war that will never end or to 
do what is just and right in the sight of God ; a great name is 
obtained by justice as well as by valour. You have heard that we 
have fought and always been victorious in these parts. The Nabob 
of this- province writes you how much we have assisted in his 
affairs, and always acted in support of the orders of the King of 

^ Military Commaiider 
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Delly. Salabad Jung asked our assistance but we determined to 
obtain satisfaction in Bengal. Mr. Clive will explain all things 
to you. What can I say more?^ 

105. Translation of an extract from a letter from Af. Barthelemy to 
M, de Moras, dated Pondicherry , 16 October, 175b.® 

After the death of Aliverdikhan his grandson Soujret Khan was 
recognised as his successor. He is a monster equally greedy of 
the blood and of the wealth of his dependants. The widow of 
the late Nawab, even during the life of her husband, sent the 
greater part of her Wealth to Gougouta* under the charge of her 
diwan. The new Nawab, being informed of this, did not hesitate 
to demand its return from the English, and when they did not 
obey, he seized the Company’s factory at Cossimbazar and 
drove out the Company’s servants, retaining the Chief and three 
other councillors as prisoners. After this he wrote direct to the 
Governor of Calcutta that if he did not do what he wished he would 
destroy his factory also. The latter, indignant at this haughty 
behaviour, replied in angry terms, but the Nawab had advanced 
too far to be able to withdraw [his demand]. Accordingly he set 
out with about 30,000 men of whom only one-third were soldiers. 
Mr. Drake, Governor of Golgota, did not maintain his bravado 
when it came to action. Hardly had the Moors approached when 
he embarked on a vessel and retired to Fulta, with the Com- 
mandant of the troops, two hundred soldiers, some of the women, 
and all the wealth deposited by different people in the factory, 
which amounted Jo a prodigious sum. The fort, rendered help- 
less by this desertion, made only a feeble defence. The enemy 
made themselves masters of it on the third day, and committed all 
those dreadful acts which are common in a place taken by assault 
at the hands of an uncontrolled soldiery. The Nawab chose one 
hundred women and as many white children of both sexes whom 
he sent to Murshidabad.^ 

^ Letters were sent at the same time to the Nawabs of Purneah, Dacca, and 
Cuttack, asking their assistance 
Archives Coloniales, Paris. 

* Calcutta. 

* As far as is known, the Nawab set free all the prisoners he took of both sexes. 

16—2 
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io6. Letter from J, Z, Holwell to Council at Fulta, dated Fulta^ 

25 October, 1756. 

Honourable Sir and Sirs, — i. On a late perusal of your 
Fulta Consultations of the 14th July I find myself called upon 
(amongst others of the surviving members of the Council of War 
held in Calcutta the i8th of June last) to attest the assertion of 
Messrs. Manningham and Frankland touching their being ordered 
by that Council of War ‘To embark the European women on 
board the Dodaly and Diligence with a detachment of 30 men to 
guard the said ships, with directions to move the Dodaly clear of 
the small craft with which she was encumbered and of the 
enemy’s fire.’ Most sorry I am, gentlemen, to find myself obliged 
to speak on a subject so very disagreeable to my memory, but the 
whole proceedings of that Council appearing to my conception of 
so extraordinary a nature joined to the consideration of my Minute 
and Dissent in Council the 20th August last^ (against any allow- 
ance being made the owners of the Dodaly for her loss and 
damages) that I cannot remain silent w ithout incurring my own 
censure as well as the imputation from you of much injustice in 
my Minute above referred to. Thus far I thought it necessary to 
apologize for giving you trouble at this juncture, and shall with 
your leave proceed to speak, with that strict regard which every 
gentleman owes to truth, not onl> to the particulars I am called 
on by those gentlemen to attest but to the whole proceedings of 
that Council of the 14th July, and consider the defence Messrs. 
Manningham and Frankland there make for depriving the Com- 
pany’s forts, effects and garrison of the succour ^f that ship, and 
then submit the justice of my said Minute and Dissent to the 
determination of yourselves and my Honourable Employers. 

2. That ^e European ^^omen was ordered to be embarked by 
the CounOT of War of the i8th is true, but that Messrs. 
Manningham and Frankland should embark them was no part of 
the order. Those gentlemen tendered themselves for that service, 
to which none objected publickly though myself with many others 
thought their stations, both civil and military, were of such im- 
portance as might well have excused them from that service. 


* See under date 
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3. That there was any particular order relative to the Diligence 
I do not remember and think I can truely attest the contrary. 
Mrs. Drake, Mrs. Mapletoft, Mrs. Coales and Mrs. Wedderburn 
with their family s being embarked on board that vessel was purely 
the result of my own advice to them, imagining the Dodaly would 
be txtreamly crowded, and they had my ordt r to be received on 
bo ird, the ship being under my direction. 

4 That a detachment of 30 men was ordered for the defence of 
those ships I do not remember and should certainly have objected 
to any such measure had it been proposed whilst 1 was m the 
uoiincil of War as it certainly was both imprudent and needless. 
Imprudent as it would have been a considerable weakening a 
fiti^ued garrison who had bareh a relief for duty, and needless 
whilst the ships remained under the cover of our fort. 

5 1 hat those gentlemen had directions to remove the Dodaly 
clear of the small craft with which she was encumbered and of 
the enemy s fire are assertions to me totall} new, and I can truely 
attest was no part of the order of the Council of War, nor know 
I from what quarter such directions went, but if she really was 
rnnimbered with small craft, there would snrol} have been more 
pHprittv in moving them than her or on supposition that pro- 
priety was ittcndcd to, vet suiclv whitcver directions those 
gentlemen had, did not, nor could implv th it thc> were to remove 
her low is Mr Margass’s house, a si ition where she was more 
exposed to the enem} s hre, h id thev t iken the advantage, de- 
pruid of the beneht of our guns and small arms, and rendered 
usfhss as to the defence or succour of the Settlement, and 
conti irv to Mr •Manningham’s express promise to me that she 
should not stir from under the cover of the foit 

b Touching the other part of the charge laid against those 
gentlemen by the Colony as a just objection to Mr Manningham 
being sent to the Presidency of Fort Saint George, zt:: that of their 
refusing joining the Councils when sent for, I can form no judg- 
ment further than I can collect from the defence of those gentlemen 
as entered in the Consultation of the 14th July, being a stranger to 
the nature of the orders the President sent by Captain Wedder- 
burn and subsequently by Mr. Holme for their return to the fort. 
I vvas myself but just come in from the center battery when the 
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Council of War in the evening of [the] i8th was called, and 
having been the preceding night and day exhausted with continued 
fatigue without rest or food, as soon as the Council of War broke 
up I retired in hopes of geting a little repose, not doubting but the 
resolution of it would have been strictly obeyed, which were that 
the European women, the Company’s treasure, and I think their 
essential books and papers should be embarked that night on 
board the Dodaly^ but whether this last was entered on the 
Minutes of that Council, I cannot be possitive, but perfectly 
recollect a discourse I had with Mr. Manningham on the pro- 
priety of it just as the Council broke up, and indeed I ever thought 
untill I joined your Councils here, that both the treasure and 
books had been embarked, and here I cannot omit remarking that 
better no reason at all had been given for the neglect of a measure 
of such importance to the Company than that which stands on 
the Consultation of the 20 th August. But 4t is time I come to 
consider the pleas made use of by Messrs. Manningham and 
Frankland for their not returning to the Fort : which are that 
* a little after one in the morning Mr. Lindsay came on board and 
informed them he left a General Assembly sitting, that the Captain 
of the artillery had reported there was not two days ammunition, 
that many of the military and militia were in liquor and mutinous, 
that it was the unanimous opinion the Fort was not tenable, that 
a retreat was resolved on, that Mr. Hoi well was strenuous of its 
being made immediately and opposed by Mr. Baillie particularly, 
that the whole of the common people were in confusion, and that 
nothing was determined on.’ Without, gentlemen, my entering 
particularly into the merit of these pleas, let us consider the weight 
of these gentlemen’s seats in Council and their importance as 
bearing the names and authority of field officers, and Colonel and 
Lieutenant-Colonel of the militia, and I think an impartial eye 
will at firsl^ight pronounce that there was not one of the pleas 
urged by them in defence of their not returning into the fort, but 
should have urged their immediate rejoining our Councils, though 
they had no orders from the President for that purpose, in place 
of waiting on board for the detatchment and removing the Dadaly 
a second time that night as low as Govindpore, runing that ship 
and the ladies on board into ten times the risque from the enemy* 
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They ought rather to have returned with the ship on the flood 
under our guns, to have favoured the embarkation of the Company’s 
books and treasure, (which they knew were not on board) and the 
retreat of the garrison. Mr. Lindsay informed them the Council 
was siting, that our councils were divided, and that when he left 
the fort all was in confusion, and nothing determined on, which was 
true, the Council not breaking up untill near four in the morning, 
without any thing being resolved on, but defering the retreat with- 
out, in my judgment, a single reason being urged in defence of it. 
The presence, weight and authority of those gentlemen might have 
made our councils unanimous, or have givtn a happy majority 
for a general retreat, have prevented the unhappy defection of the 
President, the officers and part of the garrison the next morning, 
and have been the cause of saving the publick and private property 
lodged in the fort as well as the lives of many who fell a miser- 
able sacrifice by our retreat being cut off, the primary cause 
of which I must still attribute to the retreat of the ship to 
Mr. Margass’s house and Govindpore on the night of the i8th 
vMthout order or the knowledge of any one in the garrison. It 
was urged I know and asserted by Mr. Frankland in Council the 
-ioth August when I entered my Minute and Dissent to the pay- 
ment of the Dodaly^s loss and damages, that those gentlemen had 
orders for moving the ship down, and I beg leave to remind you 
that I asked the President touching this assertion, who in your 
presence declared, he neither gave such orders nor knew of any 
such being given — therefore on the whole I hope I stand vindi- 
cated in your judgment for such my Dissent, as it is to me not a 
little astonishing how the gentlemen composing that Council of 
the 14th July could unanimously on the defence before them pro- 
nounce it as their opinion, that those gentlemen had cleared them- 
selves of the charge laid against them in that letter signed as I am 
informed by the greatest part of the Colony. 

I am &c. &c., J. Z. Holwell. 

107. Extract from Fulta ComultationSf 25 October^ Ftdta River. 

* We in consequence of such power and authority granted to 
by His Majesty’s most gracious Charter do now declare and 
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nominate Bulramgurry (one of our former subordinate factories) 
to be the seat of our Presidency or principal Settlement for the 
Honourable Company in Bengal &c. 

‘ Ordered such our Declaration be made Publick.* 

108. Letter from W. Tooke to Council at Fulta, dated off Fulta, 

10 November^ 175b. 

Honourable Sir and Sirs, — Having observed an advertise- 
ment^ affixed in several parts about Fulta, wherein the honour- 
able President and Go\ ernour, (by approbation of this honourable 
Board) requests every one to send to him, or to any of its honour- 
able members, to be delivered in Council, their sentiments in 
writing founded on truth, in what they think him blameable 
concerning the unfortunate loss of Calcutta ; as the honourable 
Board cannot but be extremely sensible how dependant every 
junior servant is unfortunately obliged to be to the gentlemen of 
Council, more especially as all posts and little perquisites under 
them are more commonly distributed by interest than otherwise, 
how disagreeable a task it must be to any junior servant in such a 
case, to be obliged to accuse any such gentleman while in power, 
of ill conduct, I must submit to your superior judgements : for my 
part as I have always as y et made it my study and application to 
merit your good will and approbation, humbly request my being 
excused acting otherwise, till such time as our honourable Masters’ 
pleasure is known on the occasion ; w hen if they think proper 
to call any one’s conduct in question, their directions will be a 
sufficient sanction then, to those that choose to accuse, whereas if 
they judge every one to have done their duty, there will be no, 
need of accusations. 

I am with the profoundest respect, &c. &c., William Tooke. 

109. Narr^ive of the Capture of CalciCtla from 10 April, 1756, to 

^ 10 November, 1756, by William Tooke.^ 

April loth, 1756. — Alliverdi Khawn Nabob of this province 
departed this life aged 82 years, having governed 17 years ; which 

' Advertisement, dated ship Fort William, off Fulta, 31 October, 1756 (see Drake s 
letter to Council, 17-23 January, 1757). 

® Orme MSS O. V., 19, Bengal, 1756, pp. 5-46 , also India, IV., pp. 885-942, where 
it is styled : * Narrative of the loss of Calcutta, by William Tooke, a most satirical 
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Government he acquired by cutting off Suffech Khawn. Some- 
time before his death he appointed Seir Raja Dowlk his pre- 
sumptive heir and adopted son ; (as he had no sons of his own) 
who on his death, accordingly, took possession of his effects &c. ; 
but Gauzeetee daughter to Alliverdi Khawn, and widow to 
Narw'ages Mahmud Khawn deceased, having under htT care and 
tuition Morada Dowlet a minor, and son to Pacharuli Khawn 
also deceased; resolved to put up for the Nabobship in his 
l)chalf, being prompted to it, as is supposed, by her galant Nirza 
All] ; as likewise by the extraordinary ill t haracter Seir Raja 
l>()\\let bore among his people, being givc>' up to all manner of 
luxury and debauchery; and as she was possessed of immense 
nc hes, got 20,000 of the military over to her party, with which 
she entrenched herself at Moota Geel, near Muxadavad, at the 
C hutaii Nabob’s^ palace; and took care to be well siipplyed with 
all sorts of arms and ammunition ; but in want of provisions, 
the Nabob having secured all the avenues leading to her camp, 
whereupon, many of her ^military, upon her refusing them to attack 
th(‘ Nabob's forces, deserted her; and her husband’s friends in- 
terposing betw’een her and Seir Raja Dowlet, she suffered 
herself to be imposed on, and compromised matters; which was 
no sooner done, but Seir Raja Dowlet took her forces in pay, 
and having her then entirely at his discretion, plundered her of 
all her riches, to put it out of her powder to make head against 
him hereafter, he then banished Nirza Alii her galant and several 
others of her servants which he judged were not his well-wishers ; 
upon which Radabullub her duan, either out of fear, or otherwise, 
pretended to go a pilgrimage to Jaggernaut, at Ballasore, and 
under that pretence, applyed to Mr. Watts, Chief of Cossimbuzar, 
to write Mr. Drake, to permit his son Kissendasseat, with his 
family and effects (judged to be 53 laacks in treasure and jewells 
only) to reside in Calcutta ; and that he would grant him pro- 
tection during his absence, which was no sooner asked than 

performance. ’ In the Index it is styled ; * A satirical narrative of the loss of Calcutta, 

Mr Tooke, June, 1756, with several other original pieces.* A copy of this, 
'Without the author’s name, is to be found in the british Museum, Add. MS. 

29.209, Vol. I., fols. 1.31. 

Nawajis Muhammad Khan. 
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assented to. Seir Raja Dowlet having settled affairs, and having 
nothing more to fear from the Begum; collected his forces 
together, and marched to Rajamull, in order to bring Ihe Nabob 
of Purnea to subjection, named Sucajunk, (son to Site Mahmud 
Khawn) who thought he had some pretensions to the Nabobship, 
as it afterwards appeared he had, by a phirmaund he received from 
the Moguls (for it is to be observed Alliverdi Khawn usurped the 
Nabobship, and kept it only by force), but Seir Raja Dowlet’s 
quick march prevented Sucajunk raising an army sufficient to 
make head ; accordingly for the present chose rather to submit 
and pay homage with such a sum of money as was demanded of 
him, and to wait a more convenient opportunity of claiming his 
right. While all this was transacting at Rajamull, Seir Raja 
Dowlet wrote his prime minister Huckembeg to demand Kissen- 
dasseat of the English, as he had acted as diian to his father 
Radabullub, while Suhah of Dacca, during Alliverdi Khawn’s 
time, and neither of them had given any account of their adminis- 
tration for many }ears ; though they had the charge of one of the 
greatest provinces in the Nabobship, and upon our refusing to 
comply with this demand and some others he made afterwards, 
and treating the messengers he sent to Calcutta wdth the greatest 
ignominy, and ill language, he immediately quitted Rajumull, and 
on Monday 24th May 1756 in the afternoon, Aumebeg a jemtndarf 
with his forces, about 300 horse, came to Cossimbuzar, by order of 
the Nabob. 

25th May, 200 horse, and some hurgundoi^ses, reinforced him in 
the morning ; and in the evening was joined with tw’o elephants, 
and another body of forces ; when he endeavoured to force his 
Way in at the factory gate, but was prevented by the serjeant of 
the guards, calling the soldiers to arms, w ho fixing their bayonets 
kept the gateway. The jemindar finding he could not get in by 
surprize, to^ them he was not come to fight ; during which, the 
Chief did his utmost to provide a quantity of provisions and 
water, notwithstanding he met with frequent obstructions, and, 
up>on more forces advancing orders were given to load all the 
great guns with grape and round shot, and to keep a good look 
out ther whole night. 

27th May, the drums and 8 o’clock gun silenced, and the gate 
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kept shutt, which before was always kept open the whole day. 
And upon the enemy’s forces daily increasing, Dr, Forth was sent 
to the jemindar to know the Nabob’s intentions, which he in- 
formed him was to attack the factory unless Mr. Watts went to 
him and signed such articles as he re<}uin‘d. The mounsee^ or 
Persean interpreter, brought Mr. Watts the same intelligence. 
At this time all provisions and water were entirely stopt, of which, 
there was a great want, particulaily of the former, as there was a 
Kreat number of women, children, slaves and unnecessary persons 
in the factory. Our complement of men consisted of 25 Europeans 
and as many black soldiers, with a few hi scars, Messrs. William 
Watts, Collet and Batson of Councill, and Messrs. Sykes, 
H. Watts, and Chambers, writers ; Lieutenant Elliot com- 
manded the artillery, as likewise the military, having his son 
under him a volunteer. As it was apprehended the Nabob had 
no other intent than what the former Nabobs had had, viz. to 
-'top the Company’s business till his demands were complyed 
N'lth by extorting a sum of money, letters were addressed him, 
wrote in the rftost submissive terms, to desire to know in what 
particulars the English had given him offence ; but no other reply 
^^as sent, than that they must pull down their fortifications newly 
huilt at Perrins and the Octagon summer house of Mr, Kelsall’s ; 
(which he had also took for a fortification, by a parcel of shells 
having been proved there from time to time, both places adjoining 
and within a league of Calcutta). By this time there was near 
5^>ooo men round the factory, and 70 or 80 pieces of cannon 
planted against it, on the opposite side the river, but not near 
enough to do any execution. 

June 1st, Radabullub' came to speak with Mr. Watts, and 
brought with him three jemindars, tvho all advised him to go to 
the Nabob himself, and that everything might be very easily 
accommodated ; upon which he was weak enough to inform them 
that if the Nabob would send him a beetle, as a token for his safety 
and security, he would very willingly and with pleasure wait on 
him. Whereupon, Radabullub took leave and went away, and 
soon after brought him a beetle, on a silver dish, from the Nabob ; 
(at least as he informed him) and in the evening 2nd June 

^ Mr. Tooke confuses this person with Rai Durlabh. the Nawab s General. 
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Mr. Watts and Dr. Forth went to the Nabob, in company with 
Huckembeg’s son, though the military for a long time endeavoured 
to persuade him to the contrary, nay even refused to let him go 
out of the factory. Upon Mr. Watts’s going before the Nabob, 
with his hands across and a handkerchief wrapt round his wrists, 
signifying himself his slave and prisoner (this he wasperswaded 
to do by Huckembeg, Radabullub, and others, who assured him 
it might be a means of pacifying the Nabob, his appearing before 
him in an abject submissive manner), he abused him very ifiuch 
and ordered him to be taken out of his sight, but Huckembeg’s 
son telling the Nabob he was a good sort of a man, and intended 
on hearing of his arrival from Kajamull to have come and 
embraced his footsteps {Hat bandky Sahebka kuddum puckkerna), 
upon which he ordered him to Huckembeg’s tent, where he signed 
a mulchtlca and was made to send for Messrs. Collet and Batson, for 
the same purpose, but on their arrival they -were all three confined. 
The purport of the mtdchilca was nearly as follows viz. For to 
destroy the redoubt, (S:c., newly built at Perrins near Calcutta, to 
deliver up any of his subjects that should fly to us for protection, 
(to evade justice) on his demanding such subject, to give an 
account of the dusiicks for several years past, and to pay a sum of 
money that should be agreed on, for the bad use made of them, to 
the great prejudice of his revenues, and lastly to put a stop to 
the Zemindar^s extensive power, to the great prejudice of his 
subjects also. 

The 4th June, Mr. Collet was sent back to Cossimbuzar, to 
deliver up the factory to the Nabob ; w'hich was punctually put in 
execution, wdth all the guns, arms and ammunition, notwithstand- 
ing the soldiers were against it, and congratulated his return with 
the respect due only to a Chief, by drawing up in tw^o lines for 
him to pass through. 

June 5m, Mr. Batson was sent back to Cossimbuzar and Mr. 
Collet demanded, when Mr. Watts and he were informed they 
•must get ready to go with the Nabob to Calcutta. This morning 
upon opening the factory gates, the enemy immediately entered 
in great numbers, and demanded the keys of the godowns, both 
publick and private. They no sooner took possession of the arms 
and ammunition, but they behaved in a most insolent manner. 
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threatening the gentlemen to cut off their ears, slit their noses 
and chahuck^ them, with other punishments, in order to extort 
confession and compliance from them. This behaviour of theirs 
lasted till the 8th when Lieutenant Elliot having secreted a pair 
of pistolls, shott himself through the head. The gentlemen’s 
surprize was so great that they immediatt‘lv sent and informed 
the dewan of what had past, thinking by that means to procure 
themselves better treatment. He was then searching and ex- 
amining the soldiers boxes and chests in order to return to them 
tlioir cloaths and apparell, but on hearing this news he ordered all 
the Europeans out of the factory, and put them under a strong 
guard, at Mr. Collet’s house, where the) all remained that night, 
except Messrs. Sykes and Batson who happily found means to 
make their escape and get to the French factory. 

I'he 9th, all the prisoners were sent to Miixadavad Cutcherry, 
and put in irons, where they remained, except after 15 days con- 
hnement Messrs. H. Watts and Chambers were permitted to go 
to cither the French or JDutch factorys, provided those gentlemen 
would give a receipt for them, and be responsible for their appear- 
ance, when demanded by the Nabob. 

The loth July the military were set at liberty; as for the two 
gentlemen^ who were sent to the aurungs^ from Cossimbuzar, they 
were also released about the same time, but plundered as those at 
the factory were, of everything they had. The factory is situated 
close to the river side, and consists of four bastions, mounting 
each ten guns (nine and six pounders) also two eighteen pounders 
to defend the gate-way, and a Line of 22 guns (most field pieces) 
towards the wayter side. Some time before Cossimbuzar was 
attacked (but preparations only making for it) Mr . Watts acquainted 
the Governor and Council, that he was told from the Durbar^ by 
order of the Nabob, that he had great reason to be dissatisfycd 
with the late conduct of the English in general, besides he had 
heard they w^ere building new fortifications near Calcutta, without 
ever applying to him, or consulting him about it, which he by 
no means approved of, for he looked upon us only as a sett of 
merchants, and ’therefore if we chose to reside in his dominions 
under that denomination we were extremely Wellcome, but as 
* To whip or flog. * Messrs. Hastings and Marriott 
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Prince of the country, he forthwith insisted on the demolition of 
all those new buildings we had made. The Nabob at the same 
time sent to the President and Councill Fuckeer Tougar,^ with 
a message much to the same purport; which as they did not 
intend to comply with, looking upon it as a most unprecedented 
demand, treated the messenger with a great deal of ignominy and 
turned him out of their bounds, without any answer at all ; upon 
which a second messenger was sent to Mr. Drake, to this effect, 
that unless upon receipt of that order he did not immediately 
begin and pull down those fortifications, he would come down 
himself and throw them in the river. This messenger was 
treated as ridiculously as the other, and an answer sent agreable 
thereto, as likewise by a messenger that was sent some time before, 
to demand the delivery up of Kissendasseat. In the meantime we 
received intelligence that Cossimbuzar Factory was surrounded 
with a large body of forces, and a great quantity of cannon, but 
the Council were determined not to submit to the terms proposed; 
accordingly directed the Chief at Cossimbuzar to make the best 
defence he could, and promised him succours as soon as the season 
would admit of it. 

The 7th June, advice early in the morning was received at 
Calcutta, of the loss of Cossimbuzar Factory, and that the Nabob 
was upon full march with all his forces for Fort William. The 
same day orders were sent to the Chiefs of Dacca, Jugdea and 
Ballasore, to withdraw and quit their factorys with what effects 
they could secure, and the Governor by beat of drum, caused all 
the inhabitants of Calcutta, fit to bear arms, to be assembled ; in 
order to form a body of militia, which was accordingly done the 
same •evening, and the next mprning being the 8th June, two 
companys of militia were formed, one under the command of 
Captain John Zephaniah Holwell, and, the other under Captain 
William MaAett ; and the following gentlemen were appointed 
officers under them, viz, Robert Mapletoft, Captain Lieutenant, 
Richard Court, H. Wedderburn, T. Holmes, and William Sumner, 
Lieutenants, C. Douglas, T. Coales and R. H. Baldrick, Ensigns ; 
and William Dumbleton Adjutant. ' 

June lith, the whole body of troops the town was able to 

1 Coja Wajid. 
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furnish fit to bear arms, including the whole military and militia 
was 475 (Europeans and topasses) ; the number of Europeans 
being 235 (about 23 of which were afterwards obliged to attend 
the shipping they belonged to) were assembled on a green to the 
southward of the factory, and after being divided into four divisions, 
V ere cantoned as follows ; Captain David Cla\ ton with 149 military 
and militia (including officers and twelve lascars) was directed to 
take post at the Court House ; Captain John Buchannan with an 
equal number of forces, took post at a house just without the 
r\)‘?s6e, that runs to the southw'ard of the town, known by the 
name of Mr. Burrow’s house, near the pov\der magazine, and 
Lieutenant Peter Smyth, marched with the third division and 
was stationed with 80 men at the salt-petre godowns ; Captain 
Alexander Grant was appointed Adjutant General ; Charles Man- 
ningham Colonel of the militia, and William Frankland Lieutenant 
Colonel. The Armenians, a party the least confidence w'as reposed 
in, made the fourth division and marched to the factory, under 
command of Ensign John Bellamy, where Captain Commandant 
Minchin was also. In the mean time Messrs. Simpson and O’Hara, 
engineers, with a great number of coo/^ys, were employed throwing up 
a breastwork seven foot high and six wide, wuth a ditch twelve foot 
deep and nine wide, at the salt-petre godowns ; another at the Court 
House, and another to the southward, a little without the Fossae ; 
which being completely effected, without the least molestation 
were each of them supplied with tw'O six pounders, and also with 
tw'o field pieces (six pounders) and chevaux de frizes^ and with 
a quantity of crows feet, &c., &c. to strew on the grand roads 
w^here it was judged the attack would be made. All the njirrow 
passes leading to the town, were also furnished with a ditch and 
breastwork, but not supplyed with cannon, and intrenchments 
W’ere begun to be thrown up across the Park, with a ravelin to 
defend the front gate of the factory, but had no time to finish them.. 

The loth in the afternoon 47 persons detached themselves from 
the militia, and entered volunteers among the military, to remain 
so during the troubles ; 34 of whom where Company’s servants. 

June 13th, there was an order issued out to stop all Moors boats^ 
and an order given to take two Moors ships lying a little way down 
the river, being just arrived, which was accordingly executed, and 
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the Prince George,'^ a ship belonging to [the] Madrass Establish- 
ment, in company with the Dodley,^ the Lively^ ketch, and Neptune^ 
snow, which were taken in the Company’s service (as many other 
vessels were) were sent to Mucka Tanna, to demolish the fortifica- 
tions there. About noon they sett sail, and in the evening landed 
what men they had, who entered the fort without opposition, and 
spiked seven guns they found there ; six of which they threw in 
the river, but the 14th about eleven o’clock in the morning the 
enemy, about 3 or 4,000, advanced with great precipitation to the 
fort, which obliged what men we had landed to take to their 
boats ; the enemy took immediate possession of the fort, and 
fired very smartly with their small arms from the parapets, as 
also from two field pieces they had planted behind some bushes to 
the northward of the fort, about 150 paces. The shipping returned 
the fire of the enemy the whole day, and in the evening dropt away 
with the ebb having done no visible execution. In this attack 
Captain Best of the Lively ketch received a wound across his 
belly with a shott, and one lascar was killed on board the Dodley, 

The next day being the 15th Lieutenant Bishop was detached 
with 30 men, to reinforce the shipping, in order to drive the 
enemy from Mucka Tanna, upon which they were directed again 
to their stations under command of Captain David Rannie, who 
was appointed Commodore in this expedition ; but whatever were 
the reasons the military returned the next day, without either 
they or the ships, making the least attempt agaipst the enemy, 
indeed, 5 or 6 shot were fired by them, which were returned ; in 
the evening the ships were ordered to return also. 

June i6th, advice was received early in the naorning that the 
Nabob’s forces had crossed the river a little above Hughley, and 
some at Chandernagore, and that they marched with surprizing 
expeditior^ About half past eleven ' the same day, the enemy 
appeared m great numbers at Chitpoor, and their cannon arriving 
soon after, they began to fire briskly on the Foritme^ ketch and 
‘ Chanced sloop (that had been sent up the river to assist the garrison 
of the redoubt at Perrins wherein was Francis Piccard Ensign 
and 35 men) from a seven gun battery, one of which was an 

^ Captain Hague ^ Captain Young. ^ Captain Best 

< Captain Austen. ^ Captain Campbell. ^ Captain Cbampioii. 



BENGAL IN 1766-57 


257 


18 pounder, the rest 6 pounders ; however the vessels by keeping 
a quick fire maintained their stations ; upon which the enemy 
turned their w'hole force upon the redoubt and accordingly brought 
up their cannon on elephants to the edge of a small wood, to the 
northward of the fossee. They then attempted several times to 
force a passage over the fossae under the tin* of the^'r cannon and 
small arms ; but our little troop keeping a constant platoon fire on 
them, as likewise by playing smartly two throe pounders which 
tlioy had there, and being reinforced with a detachment of 50 men 
under command of Lieutenant Hlagg, and the piquet under com 
maud of Captain Clayton advancing at d)'>ut half past six, the 
enemy thought proper to letire. They umst have sustained a 
considerable loss in this attack, for oventy nine of their dead 
were found the next morning, most of them killed with cannon 
sliott at the corner of the wood where they had brought up their 
artillery. The enemy had no sooner quitted this attack, but they 
directly drew off tlieir artillery and filed off in very large columns 
towards Dumdum plains. In this action we lost Mr. Thorsbey 
of the volunteers, six more men were also killed and 5 wounded. 
In the night the enemy having p.issed the old intrenchment 
<it Cow Cross; at Metres, and Omichund’s Gardens (though we 
had 1,000 peons and biukscreys to defend the bridge at Cow Cross, 
who upon seeing the enemy, joined them), entered the skirts of the 
tow’ll plundering and burning all they mett in their way especially 
the black merchants’ houses. We had also intelligence of their 
h.iviiig burned in their march all about Barrasiit, Dumdum and 
Baranagore. 

June 1.7th we paused all the bii:.an and cajayi^ houses to the east- 
ward to be burnt, as likewise to the southward, almost as far as 
Govinpoors where many of our people being detected plundering 
were instantly punished with dicapitation. About four in the 
2 -fternoon a party of bneksereys under command of Narransing took 
jcnmidar of the enemy’s whom they brought to Captain Clayton’s 
battery. Upon examination, he informed us that the enemy’s 
number did not exceed 8,000 men, and intended to attack the 
batterys next day. In the meantime they had set fire to the Great 
Buzar and the adjacent places, as well as to many parts of the 
* Thatched with palm leaf. 
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Black Town, which burnt till morning, and being so very extensive 
and near, formed a scene too horrible for language to describe. 
The enemy that day, and the night before, weie encampt behind 
the brick kilns, and stretched from the bungalow^ as far as 
GoMnderam Metro’s Garden on the Dumdum road, as we were 
informed by our sp>es we sent to their camp. 

June the i8th in the morning carl> Lieutenant Smjth hnding 
the enemy close to his post, detached Lnsign Walcott with hft> 
men and a field piece, to hinder them from plundeimg the houses 
and to drive them to a gicater distance, accordingly upon his 
advancing about 200 paces, forced the enemj from the houses 
the} were possessed of, and obliged them to retire to a consider- 
able distance with some loss, though without the loss of a single 
man on our side. The same morning cjrders were issued out that 
no quarter w IS to be given to the enemv, the prison being but 
a very small place was full, and imong other prisoners was 
michund who submitted himself to be taken the day before with 
a guard, without resistance, but Hu//aromull, his relation, acted 
oUierwise, b} which means he lost his light hand which was cut 
o m taking him close b} the wrist with a seimetar , several of 
IS peom were also killed and wounded in the skirmish, as also 
some of his women. Kissendasseat also stood on his defence, for 
Ufion sending a part} of p^ons to fetch him, he bravely defended 
himself, drove them aw a}, and took some of them prisoners, 
whom he treated very barbarously ; however Lieutenant Blagg was 
detached with thirty men, who took him and all his arms; which 
was.a very large quantit}. In the meantime Monsieur Labaume, 
who was sent with seventeen men from Captain Clayton's battery 
to defend the Jail, was very briskly attacked by the enemy, who 
advanced on him through all the back lanes, and having possessed 
themselv||^ of all the houses round about kept a very quick and 
smart fire ; as likewise from behind ev ery place they could find a 
shelter, upon which about 8 o’clock in the morning Captain 
Clayton detached Ensign Castairs (who had that day received a 
commission) with a corporal, six volunteers, and two field pieces 
to reinforce them at the Jail ; posted a serjeant and six men at 
the top of Lady Russell’s house, and a serjeant and 16 men at the 
‘ Probably refers to the • Bread and Cheese Bungalow.' 
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top of Mr. Lascell’s house at the end of the Rope Walk, and as 
the enemy drew near on all sides in ver) p:reat numbers Captain 
Buchannan detached Ensign Scott with a field piece and 20 men 
to defend the road and breastwork thrown up at the ditch at the 
end of the burying ground, a serjeant *nd 16 men to defend a 
breastwork thrown up at Mrs. Putham'b house, and Lieutenant 
Blagg with ten volunteers to be posted at the top of Captain 
Minchin’s house to flank the foienieiuioned breastwork, where it 
was judged the cnem^ would make ihcii ittac k. At the same 
time Lieutenant Smyth posted Mr. Summ : with a small party at 
Ml. ('ourt’s house, and likewise anoth(‘i -mall part} at Captain 
John Coales’s house. By the time all this was perfected it was 
ne ir 10 o’clock when th<* enemy began to fire upon us exceeding 
warm from all quarters, but more especially at Monsieur Labaume’s, 
and Captain Cla> ton's posts; in so much that by 3 o’clock 
Monsieur Labaume was drove from his post with the loss of his 
( union (which were left spiked) and most of his men killed or 
\sounded. About one o'clock the enemy fired so ver> hot upon us, 
particularly the attack was so smart at the eastern battery, that 
( aptain Clayton recalled all his out partys and was reinforced 
w'lth an eighteen pounder to endeavour to demolish the houses 
round about, but all their efforts proving meftcctual, and the fire 
of the enemy still growing hotter, about 5 o’clock Captain C layton 
tpiitted his battery with much confusion, leaving his ammunition 
b( hind him, and also all his cannon spiked, except one field piece 
vvh'ch was carryed off. His battery was within a musket shott 
of the factory’s front gate, and consequently the loss of it of 
the utmost ill Consequence. Upon quitting his battery he was 
directed to post himself in the church with half of his men, and 
Lieutenant Bishop and the other half to take possession of 
Mr. Eyre’s house, which being done, orders were sent to Lieutenant 
Smyth to quit his battery and take post at Mr. Cruttenden s 
house, which he did with good order without the loss of a gun or 
ammunition, his out partys having been called in a little time 
before. Captain Buchannan imagining he should be attacked in 
front from the great road leading to Sirman s Garden, called in 
Ensign Scott with his party to his assistance, which he had no 
sooner done but he received directions to quit the outer battery 

X7 — z 
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(though he had at that time but one man killed) and take charge 
of the inner one, close b> the front park gate, which after he had 
effected, he received fresh orders to quit immediately though it 
was within pistol shott of the factory and mtirely commanded 
two of the three grand roads leading to the garrison. While this 
was transacting Lieutenant Blagg and the volunteers under his 
command posted at the top of Captain Minchin’s house were but 
in an indifferent situation, for about 3 o’clock in the afternoor 
Captain Cla\ton withdrew the serjeant and 16 men who defended 
the next house to tliem, and soon after the serjeant and sixteen 
men, who defended the bieastwork at Mis. Putham’s, basel\ 
running away (on one of his men's being killed) left them greatl> 
exposed to the enem\, who immediately took possession of all the 
houses round about, na\ e\en of that house itself, and barricaded 
the doors up to the \ei} top of the house, which passage to the 
top being very narrow they did not dare to attempt; 111 which 
situation the> continued till near seven o’clock, received the hrt 
of the enemy from eveiy pait, as likewise weie in no small danger 
from our own guns at the factor}, who were at that time pla}ing 
very smaitly on the enemy at that (juarter ; when, all their 
ammunition being expended, obliged them to take a lesolution to 
force open the doors, and fight their way through with their 
bayonets, especiall} as bv tint time all the batterys weie }vith- 
drawn and but one attempt made to relieve them, which part} 
was repulsed by the enemy; so looking upon themselves as a 
forlorn hope were willing to extiicate themselves the best the} 
could. Accordingly the door was buist open, and upon endeavour- 
ing to retreat to a lane at the back of the house leading to the 
I^ope Walk in hopes to get under shelter of our own guns, found 
the eneni\ so numerous as rendered that passage impracticable^ 
and her^lessrs. Smith and Wilkinfeon, two of the paity, having 
imprudemly advanced a little too far, weie cut to pieces, though 
the first killed 4 or 5 of the enemy before he fell ; the remainder 
by making good use of their bayonets (not having a single charge 
left) gained the front gate of the house. By this time the enemy 
were possessed of the whole square, so were obliged to pass 
through all their fire, till they gained a field piece that was placed 
at the end of the park wall to cover Captain Buchannan’s retreat, 
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\shich playing upon the enemy drove them to a greater distance 
The number of Moors killed by that party is almost incredible 
Ihe enemy ackrowledge 173 killed, besides woundtd but the 
11 iinber was judged much greater as e\ei> shott must havf taken 
l)lice the enemy being in such sw irms l>t sides what \Aeie killed 
1 \ bayonets in forcing a passage throu^ them 1 hose of the 
\ lunteers who remained wcr Messrs J llis Took , Parker, 
knipton, Law, Dodd, Drake, and McPherson ommanded by 
I lentenant Blagg Upon C iptain Huehii in s being ordered to 
\ 111 the inner battery he was directed t | st a Lieutenant and 
] ) men at the C ompan} s U )usc an M 1 irch ^he rest into the 
ii tor}, which he did having m ide i \ rv fine retreat by securing 
11 his ammunition and with ut th loss of a gun except an 
IX ^ sunder which was sent t> the inner bittery, and upoi his 
b in^ ordeied aw u so abruj th he left it spiked up Those 
st it oned it the C mpan} s house tw ) or three hours after were 
id red into the f ictor} ilso, not h iMug su^cient there to defend 
th ,^arrison in c isc of in attack The same evening boats were 
ent t ] nsigfi Piccard at the redoubt it Pei 11ns to come iway 
with his party, and take post at the C ompaii} s House By the 
time ill this was effected and the cliff i nt pists secured it was 
ibout 7 o clock At our retreat fr nn the batterys there was a 
{^cneril consternation in the fact ry pirticularly among the 
w omen and others, for there could not be less than ^ 000 slaves 
ind unnecessary people of no consequence in the garrison when 
It was judged proper to put all the ladies on board the shipping. 
Me'^srs Manningham ind Frankland, our Colonel and Lieutenant 
Colonel* of thd militia, preferred entering the list among the 
number of women rather than defend the Company s and their 
*own property, accordingly went off with them and, though several 
messages were sent them to attend Couiicill if they did not choose 
to tight still no persuasions could avail Messrs Holmes, Sumner 
and Wedderburn Lieutenants of the militia went on board the 
shipping also the same night and never returned, as did likewise 
Ensign Baldrick with a few persons more Little or nothing was 
done this night by the enemy, except their throwing a few fire 
arrows into the factory, which did no damage, they being em- 
ployed plundering the houses they had gott possession of, and 
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filling up the trenches and ditches (we had made) in order to 
bring up their artillery, for as j^et the} had only fired a few random 
shotts from a field piece having no batterv erected. About 8 o’clo( k 
in the evening a council of war was held, whereat were present 
Mr Drake and his Council that remained, all the rnilitar} officers, 
and some of the principal inh ibitants of the town , when it was 
debated what were the safest steps to be taken in the present 
exigency of affairs, when the hist enquiry made was from the 
Captain of the Artiller}, Lawrence \\ itherington for the quantity 
of ammunition there was in the girrison, who reported that it 
the rate it had been expended there was sufficient for about two 
days more at furthest but if husbanded a little, might be made to 
serve for three Thereup )n i retieat was considered of and pro 
posed by Mr Holwell to be mrde the next da^ or next night, and 
that It might be done in \ sife ind cilm m inner, and the interval 
emplo\ed in sending the Compan} s papers, treisure, &c , on 
board the different shipping thev had taken up, and that the same 
might in due time also be m ide publick to ever} one , but this 
was rejected at about i o’* 2 o clock in the morning (owing in 
some measure to a cinnon sliott pissing through the Consultation 
room) with the utmost cl imour, confusion, tumult and perplexity, 
according to custom without coming to any determination or 
resolution, but good naturedl} leaving every member to imagine 
his proposals would be followed and put in execution 

June the 19th by di} break the cnemv begun playing upon the 
church and factor} from two eighteen pounders thev had brought 
to the buzar, a little bevond the jail house, as likewise from two 
small pieces they had placed b} the horse stables? and wfth their 
wall pieces and small arms from ever} hole and corner, which 
made it very dangerous standing on the bastions and curtains, 
they beyr but ill contrived , and as all our endeavours to dis- 
possess ^em of the houses proved ineffectual, and appearing m 
prodigious swarms all round the factory, struck a panick in many, 
expecting every moment the place would be stormed , and as no 
quarter was given, none could be expected ; to avoid which the 
following gentlemen between 9 and 10 o’clock m the morning, 
took the liberty of going off m such boats as were lying at the 
gotts , Mr. Drake, Captain Commandant Minchin, Captain Giant 
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Adjutant General, and Mr O’Hara engineer, as likewise of the 
militia, Captain Macket, Lieutenant Mapletoft, and Ensign 
Doughs, with most of the principal inhabitants Upon the 
(jio\ernours going off, several musketts were fired it ‘iim but 
none were lucky enough to take place 1 hose who wi re in the 
w IV, upon hearing the foregoing gentl m n had quitted the 
ictory, as iho of those who quitted it tlu night 1 tfore, and 
SLLing ever} ship dropping dcun, imiginui the rUieat to be 
general, which promptfd many to go also that otherwise never 
intended it, for who could judge t Go\c nour ind most of hiS 
C uncil with his two hrst officers and u nctr, is also most of 
the militi 1 officers, would be the lirst t> desert the garrison. 

L |)( n Mr Drake s ship gettm,, undei = nl ever} ship followed his 
\ iniple and in le^s thin an h )ur & time not i boat was to be seen 
nt u the fictorv , nor a \essell in condition to move, but the Com 
p iii\ s ^ which run ashore shortl} after when those who were in 
i1k t ictorv s retreat w is entirelv cut off Upon which a council 
f war w is called b} those who rem uned at the hi ad of whom 
w is Mr Pearkes who }ielded up his right to Mr Ho^well, declaring 
he did not think himself qualif}ed for commind in such distracted 
iffiirs Mr. Holwell therefore was iininimously ijipointed to act 
in his steid, and Captiin Lewis, inastii attendant, (Captain 
Crab im having carr}ed awav one of the C ompan} s sloops before 
the ittack) and the defence of the place w is carr}ed on briskly, 
under the new commandene, but with the loss of several people, 
imong the killed was Lieutenant Sm}th and the wounded Ensign 
( oalts of the militia, and Piccard of the militarv About noon 
all thosQ that vNjerc posted at Mr C ruttenden s, Mr Eyre s, an 
the Company’s houses, as also •at the church, were ordered to 
come into the factory, not being able to defend their posts any 
longer The enemy the remaining part of the day and night were 
tolerable quiet. 

June the 20 th, early in the morning the enemy attacked the 
^ E. and N.W. bastions with great fury, but after a dispute of 
ibout three hours were obliged to retire. It was then ju g 
proper to write to the Nabob, and propose terms of capitulation. 
Accordingly about 2 o’clock in the afternoon a person came with 
* The Pfinu Giorg*, 
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a flagg of truce to acquaint Mr. Holwell that the Nabob was very 
ready to come to terms of accommodation with him , and desired 
he would cease firing, and that they would do the like, which was 
assented to, and the troops ordered to take some repose during 
that interval of time , upon which the enemy took that advantage 
and about four o clock in the afternoon under cover of a prodigious 
thick smoke, carryed the S W bastion by escalade, whir-h made 
the party stationed thtre force open the back gate, to enata\our 
to save their lives b\ swimming or otherwise, but were mo«t of 
them either drowned or cut to pieces A party was sent which 
secured the gate again, but by the time it was done thousands of 
the enemy were under the factorx walls ready with bamboes to 
scale them, when it was thought propci to surrender to 2 ijemtndar 
who was already upon the lamparts, the number then remaining 
not being 200 and m in\ of them wounded Soon after the 
Nabob entered the factory ittended hv Meir Jaffcir and de 
manded to know wh it w is becc me of Mi Drake being answered 
he wis fled ind that Mt Holwell then governed, he called him 
and assured him neither he lur an\ of his people should be hurl, 
but contrary to all expedition in the evening, all that remained 
in the factory were thrust int 1 i prison called the Black Hole, to 
the number of about 147, where they remained till next morning 
when those that were alive were let out about 2^ in all, the rest 
being suffocated in prison Ihe same diy the Nabob issued out 
orders for everv European to quit the place before sun sett under 
the penalty of cutting off their nose and ears Most had the good 
luck to escape except Messrs Holwell Court, Burdett and Walcott, 
who were sent in irons to Muxadavad but soo» after released 
The same day orders were given*out b\ beat of that the 

town should not any longer be called Calcutta, but Alltnagore-^ 

In rega||| to the number of forces the Nabob brought against 
Calcutta, we have but very uncertain accounts, for being tollerable 
secure of success, the thoughts of plunder caused his being 
joined by some thousands that would not otherwise have fought 
for him. However by the best information I can get, his army 
consisted of 35,000 foot and 20,000 horse, 400 trained elephants 

^ Native drum 

® The City of Ah Probably in honour of the Nawab s grandfather, m 
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and about 80 pieces of cannon, but most of them light guns, and*^ 
vshcit were taken in Cossimbuzar factoix. His arm\ vvas divided 
in three diMsions and commanded by as many general officers, 
\\ho relieved each other ever} four hour*^ during the \\h )Ie attack ; 
which made the dut} very easy to them 1 ut extremeh tatigueing 
to the garrison, as thev were b\ that rn iis eithci attacked or 
1 1 |it in constant alarm during the whole >iegc H had also 
Huropeans (most French men) in h«K sliMCu, foi the manage- 
m( lit of his artillcrv, and full 40,000 pt rsfm** who followed his 
( imp. About 20,000 of his aim\ wen omed with musketts, 
mitch locks, and wall piecf s . the res* with the arms of the 
countr}, such as lances, swords and taigct'^, bows and arrows, &c. ; 
md in order foi an encouragement f< i them to behave well, the 
N ihoh paid them six months pi} ; indeed tlic\ refused marching 
without it, for it IS a customary pi k tiee of the princes of the 
)untr\ to keep their militaiv tighlten months m arrears to 
pi t\ent desertion. Most accounts igiee that the number of 1 is 
pcojile killed was between 0 and 7 000 besides wounded. Among 
dll former were a great manv jcmindiDs and principal officers, all 
oi whom behaved with the greatest resolution and good conduct. 

The fort of Calcutta called bort William is situated close by 
the waterside and the river there judged to be a full mile broad, 
little or nothing to apprehend fiom that quarter from the 
Moors, as the} are not provided with m\ shipping of force, 
‘^nftuient to withstand a Line of guns which are well co\ered by a 
strong breastwork. The fort itself lies North-North-East and 
^oiith-South-West, and is an irregular building consisting of four 
h istions* one toithe soutl‘-east, one to the north-east, one to the 
north west ctnd bne to the south-west, calculated to mount guns. 

1 be gateway has guns to defend it, and the cui tains to the 

"southward are made to be supplyed with those to the east- 

'^ard with those to the northward with and those to the 

^vestward with , however, the condition the factory was in, 

'Mth an account of the military stores and ammunition that were 
m the garrison when the place was attacked, as well as what 
cannon we had mounted, I will defer mentioning till another 
occasion, as also a description of the town as well black as 
whi|p. 



266 


BENGAL IN 1756 67 


Having now given an account of the loss of the principal Settle- 
ment the Last India Company were possessed of in India, the 
reason of so e\traordinar\ and sudden a re\olution will undoubt 
edly be enquired into , to know what could induce the Nabob to 
commit so rash and precipitate an action, more especially to a sett 
of merchants who were judged to cn]o> greater libert}s of trade in 
his country than all the other foreign nations put together , but 
when the gross abuses of those indulgences are related an impartial 
persons surprize will in some measure abate It is well known 
that the Company’s affairs are conducted here, at each of thnr 
head Settlements, b} a Governour and Council, (to which station 
their ser\ants formtih succeeded according to seniority) and that 
each Councellor hid the charge of some post or separate brinch 
of the Compaiiv s business , accounts of which were delivered into 
Couneil monthly or otherwise, as the nature of the post would 
admit of, and which posts were also legulated according to their 
servants’ standing m the service This custom the Court of 
Directors thought proper to bieik through m the >ear 
sending out Mr Holwell, (who formerly served them at Calcutta 
in quality of surgeon) ind app inting him j)erpetual Zemindar 
and in Council , which high power of his, according to the custom 
of the country, extends to life ind death, corporal punishment, 
hnes, ^c., and thit without controul or consulting anyone. Judge 
then how obnoxious a person invested with such power must be, 
to a trading people particularly if he made good his promises to 
the Company , v\hich was to encrease their revenues double to 
what former Zemtndaj^ had done The revenues of the zemtndary 
formerly seldom or ever exceeded 6o,ooo rupees pef annunf, indeed 
more frequently were much less, arising from the salfes of a fev\ 
dutys which were farmed out, lines, etlacky^ &c. At this time, as 
provision^and other necessarys of life, were more reasonable at 
our Settl^ent than at the other factorys, as also having little to 
fear from the Cutcherry,^ and everyone being admitted to have 
recourse to our Courts of judicature, then it was that trade 

^ Charges for guards placed upon accused persons so as to ensure their ;iot leaving 
Calcutta before trial 

Probably means the Zemindars or Magistrates Court which dealt with the 
natwes only. 
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flourished at Calcutta, and was crowded with merchants and 
inhabitanir; not only with the natives, but with all sorts of nations. 
Hut upon Mr. Holwell’s arrival here, a sudden and quick change 
of affairs was soon seen. He had agreed with the Company to 
encrease their revenues, which must be dove by some methods or 
other or he get into disgrace and turned out of his posts ; 
accoidingly he set out with converting most bodyly punishments 
into tines, not that a wealthy person by that means had it more in 
Ins power than a poor one to commit anv ciinic, for the nature of 
the misdemeanour was not so much cori'iilted as the circum- 
stances of the aggressor who was to be tnu d accordingly. The 
I'tlack was another method made use ol to ni' rease the Company s 
revenues. The more confusion, wranch^s and disputes among the 
nati\es the higher is the cthuk which is levyed as follows, a 
hlc.ck fellow shall meet another in the street or elsewhere, whom 
he sh'dll call by sonic nickname or otherwise use ill, the offended 
pel son has no more to do, than to run to the Cutcheny, and 
d( inand a peon (or soldier of this country) to be put as a guard on 
him who offended him, till such time as the dispute can be heard 
and decided by the Zemindar, Let what will be the nature o tne 
('omplaint, a peon is not to be refused, for it is to be observed, 
every peon thus employed receives four pnnds^ oi cowries a day, one 
half for his own subsist ance, and the other half of the Company s 
account ; which cowries are to be paid by the aggressor, or as 
the Zemindar shall pass a decree. I have known upwar s o 
2,000 complaints standing on the Cntchcvry books at a time, and 
scarce ever less than 1,500, most of which could have been eci 
in a day^ had not been for the encrease of the Company s 
revenues ; wfaereas if the controversy was ended in six mont s 
was lucky, a year, 18 months, nay 2 years, was no uncomnion 
thing, and what was still a greater hardship, the party s 
obliged to attend the Cutcherry as often as the went there 

himself not knowing when the dispute would be heart . e ic ^ 
farm was also run up to a most exorbitant price by his emis^rys , 
which made that article more than as dear again bs in 
years, to the great prejudice of the poor inhabitants. le « 
also sold in proportion, which made the grievance at ast so prea 
^ The pund is eighty cownes. The markets of various commodities. 
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that several applications were made by different grand jurys to 
the bench of justices for redress ; but as it was to encrease the 
Company’s revenues they were always overlooked. One shamefull 
method among others of adding to the revenues was of admitting 
licenced prostitutes, which were admitted to be under the 
Company’s protection, by paying a monthly tribute. In a word 
no one method was neglected, that could be thought of, which was 
not put in execution to make good his promises to the Company. 
Repeated complaints were all this time made by the merchants, 
the lower people not daring to do it, and as both rich and poor 
and of all degrees and denominations found themselves at last 
entirely deprived of the Company’s protection and liable to be 
daily fleeced or punished according to the caprice of a single 
person, prefered living under their own Government as well as of 
that of foreign nations to that of ours. It is incredible to think 
the number of inhabitants that quitted the Settlement soon after 
Mr. Hoi well’s zcuiindary commenced, and many, whose affairs 
would not admit of it, kept their goods out of our districts. As 
the natives were not always satisfied with his decrees, application 
was frequently made to the Durbar by them for redress ; which 
caused the Nabob to make continual complaints in behalf of his 
subjects of the gross abuse of the Zemindar's power and of the 
insults shewed his flagg by stopping boats with his dusticks, and 
obliging many to pay our custom ■; after having paid the Govern- 
ment’s duties. The gentlemen of Council could not be ignorant 
of these repeated complaints, but had their different reasons for 
not taking notice of them. Some who were jealous of the 
Zemindar's power, were pleased and prompted him dn to do 
everything that would ensnare him ; while others, wfto had little 
or no interest in Europe, chose to be silent rather than dispute 
the encDtosing the Company’s revenues. So good a servant who 
so heartily studyed the Company’s interest, they thought could 
not be invested with too extensive a power ; accordingly upon the 
renewal of our Charter, the black merchants were excluded all 
manner of benefit of our laws, and an order came out prohibiting 
their having recourse to any of our courts of judicature, and that all 
disputes, arising among the natives, should be finished and decided 
by the Zemindar only. This caused great discontent among the 
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merchants, who, though the> lived under the protection of the 
Hnti&h flagg, were excluded all mannei of benc^t from it. They 
now looked upon their fortunes in trade no longer stcure, as one 
black merchant might purchase of another and pa\ him it his 
pleasure by keeping fair with the which piompied man> 
to Iea\e off business entirely, and many me r to quit iht Sc ttlement, 
and all this caused by an imagin iry proffit of about 80,01 j ruiDees^rr 
inuum. Our Honourable Masters finding the >.wt( ts of the afore- 
mentioned increase of their revenues l)\ ippomting a perpetual 
/tmmdar, appointed also a perpetual wjm housckecpci, namely 
Mr Manmngham ; who not thinking tb iol(ni\ bufhciently dis- 
Inssed b} the daily desertion of its inhabitants, seemed willing to 
k nd the Zemindar a helpin^ hand leeoidinglv, proposes a new 
method of providing the Compands investment, which was to 
turn off all the Comp in} s old dadnty^ merch ints, man} of whom 
liid served them full 50 >ears, and to send then own ^omasters to 
the aujfun^s. It caused some debates m Council bit w is at Lst 
consented to, though ‘I do declare I do not know one single 
uivantage that could accrue to the C ompan) b} it, and on the 
contiarv a thousand ill conveniences ind disadvantages attended 
It It is true indeed it was putting an immense fortune in the 
warehousekeepei’s pcjcket by making him master of all the 
lurrujii^s, for as the Company purchised nothing but with ready 
monc}, the merchants could never refuse taking the warehouse- 
keeper’s cotton, eVc in pait payment of their investment and 
purchases, and that at an advance price, which, to m} knowledge 
was the case, when other people could not sell a rupee s woith of 
goods , and the«amounl of his sales invested on the C ompany s 
account without any risk of markets, bee And who was to 
complain against all this ^ Indeed severe reflections were made 
b} many, but who dared speak out against a person protected 
and appointed by the Company ^ A Bramtn in particular lodged 
a formal complaint against one of our go}na^teys, for some fraud 
committed in the Cotta, ^ which the poor fellow had no sooner 
done, but he was so severely persecuted by the warehousekeeper, 


Native nierciiants who advanced money to the wei'crs as agents of 
Company 
^ The Factory 
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as reflecting on his conduct in accusing him of keeping servants 
guilty of frauds, that, instead of the Councirs hearing what he 
had to alledge, the} obliged him to give security of his not quitting; 
the bounds (though he belonged to another country) and that, if 
he did not make good his assertions, might expect to be verv 
se\ercl} chastised for his insolence This happened aoout tweKe 
months before the loss of Calcutta, and which dispute ended with 
the taking the place, though the m in made continual applications 
to be heard, and proved a sufhcicnt check for evervone to hf)lcl his 
tongue afterwards upon th it subject Among the man} othei dis 
advantages to the Compan\ b\ providing their goods at the 
I look upon the risking their monev to be none of the least , for 
upon the least dispute v\ith the Government it v\as so much cash 
certainlv lost, an instance of which we latel} experienced, neither 
do I think much advantage could lerue to the Compan} bv it, for 
as everv f;(masie} was obliged to give responsible secunt} before 
he was emplo}ed, I leive an} one to judge v\ho is acquainted 
with th( nature of the natives heie, whether an} one among the 
blacks or Armenians would run such a risk without a proffit, or bt 
security for an} except their own servants or creatures , so that 
in fact it was onl} pureh ising our goc ds at the aurrun^s of the 
Calcutta merchants, instead of receiving them at Calcutta, and 
whether the difference of the price was adiquite to the risk, I leave 
the Compan} to judge, for my own part I am fullv convinced of 
the contrar}, for when we contracted with the merchants, it was 
always by muster,^ and one became answerable for the otbdr for 
what money was advanced an} of them, and a hmitted time for 
the delivery of the goods under a penalty of tefi per cent Now 
here was no risk at all, whereas by the present method of collecting 
their investment, they v\ere obliged to take such goods as were 
sent tliiln by their gomasters, as it must be supposed they were 
bought on the Compan} ’s account and on the best terms they 
were possible to be bought for, neither any damage to be recovered, 
from the goods ariving late, or not in time for the dispatgh of our 
shipping ; as it was, with regard to our dadney merchants, as wel 
as every piece of their cloth, examined by the Company’s own 
servants in their CoUa, with the musters contracted for, and they 

1 Sample 
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obliged to make good any difficieqcy in the quality of their goods, 
as well as of short measure, a head of which was always kept 
on their books, and came to a very considerable sum of money 
annually. And as the gowasten, w'cre frequently obliged to advance 
sums of money to forward their mvestnu-nt, making now and then 
bad debts was unavoidable, as we expeiit «i< ^*d on LlO'>’ng some of 
th( ir accounts ; however this last year the gentlemen of Council 
took it under consideration to remedy all these things, and it was 
jiroposed by some ol them, to send a ( (•r[o>anv’s servant to each 
as a check on the gomasiers, but this was most furiously 
<q)p()sed by the warehousekeeper, thoi.^h h nd ing a majority 
<ig linst him, was at last obliged to give it up ; however he 
MKceeded so far, that none should be sent above the station of 
. vvTitcr, and they not to interfere with the gomastos, or the 
with them, but to be there ready to hear any complaints 
iigainst the g^omaUers to the Company’s prejudice. Sending those 
who so lately arrived 111 India, was in reality doing notb’ng at oil, 
Tor it is not to be sup/ix)sed they could be either acquainted w'ith 
tlie language or the sortmerits of goods. He also requested, that 
Malda aurrimg should be exempted having any one sent there, 
knowing it to be the principal aurrtmg wdiere business was tg be 
transacted, either for sales or purchases, which was granted him 
'dho. At the same time Mr. Frankland, sub-export warehouse- 
keeper^ (and his co-partner) being obliged to take charge of the 
Biixey's post, instead of the next person to Council being appointed 
^ub-export-warehouse keeper according to custom, as it is a post 
of the utmost consequence to the Company, the w'arehousekeeper 
insisted fin appointing his own deputy or laying down his post; 
^vhich the gftntlemen could not dispute with him or at least did 
not chose to do it, having indulged him with it before in regard to 
Mr. Frankland who he persisted on making his deputy, and who 
would have continued in that station without * doubt, had not a 
better and more proffitable one offered itself to him, that of being 
Buxey, and his former post, of full four thousand rupees a year, 
w as given to one of the youngest writers in the service ; who 
though ever so deserving a young feUow could not be any ways 
M^alyfied for the post ; however his being ignorant of it was what 

> Paymaster. 
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the other required. But the article wherein the Company were 
the greatest sufferers was in the sales of their broad-cloth, &c. for 
when I arrived here, auroras sold from 8o to 85 rupees per piece 
on an average, lead at 10 rupees per maund and fine copper at 6^ 
rupees, and everything else in proportion. The merchants at that 
time purchased freely, being sure of disposing of their goods to the 
Company in return, so that if they only got prime cost at the 
aurrungs for what goods they bought, it answered their purpose 
the same as sending all moneys though a great advantage to thv 
Company. At that time our annual investment, was generally 
about 60 or 70 laacks of rupees, which was always collected in 
without the least difficulty, whether they had money or not, Com- 
panys’ bonds never being refused ; nor do I believe they paid 
the least trifle more for their cloth by buying it on credit, 
than they would otherwise have done, with ready money. But 
upon turning off the merchants the price of cloth, &c. fell 

greatly. Auroras sold at about Oi rupees per piece and the 

other articles sent out sold in proportion, for few of them pur- 
chased afterwards but such as were creditors of the Company’s, 
and then would give but ready money price ; neither would 
they have bought any at all, could their demands have been 
discharged with cash. The Company’s debt in 1751 was full 
60 laacks of rupees, and still they had as much creditt among 
the merchants as if they did not owe them a shilling; whereas 

they were no sooner discarded, but they immediately begun 

drawing their money out of the Company’s hands, and as they 
were all partys concerned took measures among themselves to 
regulate their purchases accordingly, and not t% run up* the price 
of goods as usual, so that by the difference of tllte Company s 
sales in India they must have been great sufferers, and having 
reduced ^^ir debt to about seventeen laacks (and that money 
being mo^y deposits for orphans, widow^s, &c.) am satisfied that 
in a very few years their broad cloth, &c. would not have sold at any 
rate. As an instance, they sent last year six hundred bales of cloth 
to Bombay which they could not get the merchants to purcha^ , 
a thing never before known. Another ill convenience of purchasing 
our goods at the aurrungs was we could get no more than we had 
ready money to pay for ; whereas before the merchants’ creditt 
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was added to the Company’s to set the weavers to work, who 
work from hand to mouth only. The Company having reduced 
their investment of Bengali goods so considerably of late years 
shews they could not lind vent for a grei(er quantity of them in 
Europe, though the same tonnage was seri out as usual, w'hich 
must be attended with a considerable Mce to thi m, 40,000 
rupees per annum for every ship that is not dispatched r cording 
to charter-party. The foreign nations siipplving themselves with 
India goods on their own bottoms, miisi ccMtaiuly be one reason 
of the defects in our sales in Europe. And their ships meeting 
with such success here I must in some masuie attribute also 
to the turning off our merchants; for when they ff)iind themselves 
neglected by us the} took all measure^ of encouraging the Danes 
cwho have now a factory here) as w\ll as the Portuguese and 
Piussians; and these settled but within these 3 or 4 years, our 
merchants supplying them plentifully with whatever they want, 
Ahereas formerly, when they were in our service, w'cre always 
n ady to distress them what laid in their power. The French and 
Dutch also have almost doubled their investment of late years ; 
for they now each dispatch to Kuropie four ships, and I think we 
have reduced ours, from 5 and 6 ships to 2!, which is wEat wc 
dispatched last year, and as much as we could have contrived to 
have done this, had no misfortune happened to us, butt a ver} small 
investment to support so great a charge as they are obliged to 
be at in maintaining so large a garrison.^ Having accounted for 
the decay of the Company’s affairs here, it will in some measure 
uiake appear the cause of the late revolution in these parts, the 
merchants, the support of all nations, turned off and discarded, 
the natives in general discontented by the Zemindar's oppression, 
the Councellors divided among themselves, added to a total stagna- 
tion of trade, caused continual cabals and disputes, when a grand 
( ontest arose between the Zemindar y the Council, and Mayor s 
Court in regard to powder. The former not being satisfied with 
the unlimited power he was already invested with, but aimed 
to bring every Portugueze, Armenian, and others not born of 
European parents but in the country, (here vulgarly called Fringes, 

^ Compare these reckless statements with the Dutch account of the state of trade 
in Bengal, e g. on pages 306, 307. 
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and are Christians) also under his zemindary. The Mayor’s Court 
endeavoured to maintain their rights and priviledges, and to prove 
that only such as were born, and looked on, as Mogul's subjects, 
was understood by the Company’s Charter should be excluded 
having recourse to our Courts, and not such who were deemed 
Christians, let them be of whatsoever denomination. The dispute 
became extremely hott, and the Zemindar engaged the Council in 
his quarrell, as judges of the power the Company had thought 
proper to invest him with, for the encrease of their revenues, 
which caused many severe and rejecting letters to be wrote on 
both sides, and as no one could judge after that how far the 
Zemindar w^ould stretch to extend his power, it alarmed every- 
one; and Mr. Plaisted, a member of the Court, by being a little 
more plain and vigorous, in standing up for the priviledges of his 
country, was aimed at by the Board as an example to the rest, 
and w'as accordingly (though appointed ^Plster- attendant by the 
Court of Directors the year before) ordered to Europe by the first 
ship. The affair was soon after compiomised by referring the 
whole to the Company. The dispute arose from a Portugueze 
w^oman thinking she had great injustice done her by a decree 
from the Ciitcherry, and applying to the Mayor’s Court for 
redress. If there w-as a general discontent among the inhabi- 
tants, Europeans as well as others, it subsisted no less among 
the members of the Council Board. Scurrilous language when 
they ought to have been transacting the most serious affairs 
of the Company’s w'as no uncommon thing among them. Judge 
then how they must have been looked upon by the rest of the 
world when they entertained so very indiffereqj an opinion of 
one another. I have endeavoured to make appear how very 
instrumental the Zemindar and warehousekeeper both were m 
reducing one of the most flourishing* ’settlements in the world, to 
a perfect*shing town.^ The one under pretence of a trifling 
encrease of revenues was lucky enough to blind his Masters, as 
• the other was by saving them a few trifling charges in their 
Cottay with a promise of doing miracles ; and so, good and certain 
foundations laid for making their own private fortunes, thoiigh on 
so severe terms as the ruin of the Company, (that, had not the 

^ It is said Dupleix threatened that he would reduce Calcutta to this condldo“- 
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Nabob frustrated their schemes by giving; a finishing ftroke to 
what they seemed to so heartily labour at), they would have been 
both in Europe, and deemed the best of s(Tvants, and left such as 
were behind them to be blamed of ill coin’uct for not being able 
to perform impossibilit} s in cai tying on tbetr ..chemes any longer. 
Th(‘ method these two gentlemen also took, in trilling with each 
()th( r’s character, is most extraordinary and diverting, b\ appearing 
professed cnemys to one another, that, In that means they might 
divide the C'ouncil and knovv^ tlie reigning - ntmients entertained 
of them by every one as well Council infjabitants, and as by 
that means they became perfectly v\( 11 aionainted of what they 
wue accused off, omitted no oppurtumtv of giving each other all 
manner of advantages to justify their characters. Manningham 
embraced ever}^ occasion of taxing the Zemindar with his extra 
judicial proceedings in the Cuttherry, and that in the mo-^t severe 
t'ams ])ossible, by which means the rest of Council lay doimant; 
thinking one to accuse sufficient at a time; but in tins was their 
erior; for his accusations were no more than to gw^e the other 
opportunity of vindicating himself of whatever he might be 
acc used ; for upon answering such accusation the other was 
certain to drop the dispute, as looking upon himself confuted 
ivnd in the wrong ; so never attempted t(j make good his accusa- 
tion any further. This compliment was reciprocally paid each 
other, and many folios of their letters transmitted to Europe, 
when at last their writings became so voluminous as obliged the 
Company to order them to desist troubling them any more and 
to direct Mr. Manningham not to concern himself with the 
ZemindaZs ^usii?fess, and Mr. Holwell not to interfere with the 
warehousekeeper’s affairs. Thus they succeeded at last, in what 
they so heartily struggled to bring about. After having spoke so 
largely of the gross abuses of two of our principal posts, it will 
probably be asked what the rest of our Council were doing all this 
time. I am very sorry to say that they were not blessed with such 
happy talents as could be wished and the Company s affairs to be 
supposed required. However as there was not any among them 
over ambitious, they were quiet and contented with such posts as 
came to their lott, and if they made a little more than ordinary by 
it it could not be of any great consequence to the Company, and 

i8— 2 
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the Governour in such a case is more to be blamed than they, as 
he has the monthly inspection and regulating of the whole. Indeed 
men of some genius are greatly required at our subordinate factorys, 
as well as their being men of some resolution, to keep up the 
dignity of their Masters; which had w'e had at Cossimbuzar at 
this juncture, affairs would in all probability have turned out much 
different to what they did. I must confess there arc two material 
posts here that concern the Company very nearly and wan^" to be 
regulated; which is the storekeepers the general and military, 
as also the Buxeys. The two former has the care and charge of 
providing all military and naval stores, and the other the care of 
repairing and making all buildings as well as the paying away all 
money and providing such articles as ate wanted at our different 
Settlements in India. As for the import-warLhousekeeper, it 
does not lay in his power to prejudice the Company in the least, 
or the accomptant either, who is second in Council, and as for 
the collector of the consulage, the revenues of that article has 
been so trivial of late years that that post is almost sunk to 
nothing at all, for what with a general decay of trade in Calcutta 
oweing to the reasons before mentioned not a tw^entyeth part of 
the goods were now exported as in former years, so that they 
nearly decreased one revenue almost as much as they encreased 
the other. As to the register of the dustickSf as the abuse of them 
is what is strongly alledged against us by the Nabob, and partly 
what induced him to carry things to the extremitys he did, I shall 
leave it, till I mention his complaints against us, with the provoca- 
tions given him ; but before that I would wish to mention a few 
words in regard to Mr. Drake our Governour, or^ mo^e properly of 
our Chief in Council, for the Company never thought proper to 
confirm himd a thing I believe that never was practized before 

1 In the India Office, Home Senes, Misc 24, under date February ii, i 75 ^* 
is a copy of Mr. Drake's commission, beginning as follows: ‘ The United Company 
of Merchants of England, trading to the East Indies. To all to jvhom these 
shall come, send greeting. Know ye that we, the said United Company, repmang 
especial trust and confidence in the fidelity, prudence, justice, and 
of Roger Drake, junior, Esq , have made, constituted, and ordained . . 

Roger Drake to be President and Governor of and for all the said Company * ^ 

in the Bay 0/ Bengal and other the plapes and provinces thereunto belonging 
East Indies, and also to be our Governor and Commander-in-CWef ol oar ^ 
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at any of their Settlements in India, that a person should be 
thought capable to govern four ^eais running and not to be 
deemed worthy of being invested with his usual t ties and 
dignit)s, though m reallity had he been a mm of conduct and 
spirit, he had it full as much in his power haveact< d it his own 
discretion the same as if he hid been ^ pointid ])ut as affairs 
stood, his Council ceitainl) made no h mdlt it, which 

111 ide him also appear verj cheap am ng the n ti\es Mr Drake's 
conduct of 1 itc \ e irs h is without doubt oec n v f i > bl imcable That 
indiscn et (not to sa\ worse) iffair with hi U r,^ f l circumstance 
c in ne\cr be foi^ivcii him for the ciinie n i i )t only itself bid but 
iftcr that e\cr\ man of charieter anc^ sc shunnid and ivoided 
him and was the means f his run ifter and keeping very 
indiffcient com]) in}, and ({ omnutting i thousand little mean- 
nesses and low acti ins, fan unbecoming an} man much more a 
( lOv ernoiir How eve r, I will s i} no more on so disagre ible a subject, 
f) though I hive so extensive a scene before me ev^n by writi ig 
of facts conceining his ill conduct, thci are so nurneious, that 
b} a stranger I should undoubtedl} be judged guilty of partiality, 
but rcfei his ch iracter to a letter htn annexed in answer to 
one he wrete the Prussi in chief judged i man of vtr} good 
understanding, wherein he requested to know the sentiments of 
the different nitions eoricernin^, the character he bore among 
them ind paiticulirl} in re^^ard to his conduct during the late 
troubles The letter in m} opinion contains some truths, though 
interspersed with some vile aspeisions The Dutch ind French 
hnding such discord and animosities among us, were no ways 
backwards in f^neiiling them, it was rather diversion to them, as 
likewise toHhe natives and many others 

Having now mentioned the situation of the Company’s affairs at 
this Settlement during the present administration, I cinnot help 
thinking but that the} were in a ver} declining unfortunate 

William in the Bay ot Bengal and all the towns and territoncs thereunto belonging, 
Ac- &c It would seem, therefore that he was appointed not only Governor bm 
also Commander in Chief The Chesterfield which brought out this Commission, 
did not arrive at Calcutta until January 1757 
^ Apparently Drake on the death of his wife Mary married her sister Martna 
Coales or Coates These ladies were daughters of Thomas Coales Factor 
* Mr Young See letter No 48 
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condition before the troubles commenced, and impossible to have 
supported themselves long had there not soon happened some 
sudden and happy change of affairs, by the Company’s having 
sent out better heads and persons more zealous for their service. 
I have also annexed a list of what forces the place was able to 
muster, both military and militia, and have before mentioned the 
situation of our garrison and what defence it was capable of 
making had not the works, &c., been grossly neglected of late years. 

It now rests to give some account of our late disturbances with 
the Government, which, without dgubt will amaze all Europe, as 
well as the proprietors of India Stock and Court of Directors. I 
have already observed by what means Seir Raja Doulet came to 
the Nabobship, upon which occasion it is usual according to an 
old Eastern custom on being appointed Prince of the country to 
be visited b) the different foreign nations and proper presents 
made him. This in the first place we neglected doing, and being 
a man of an infinate deal of pride and ostentation (although 
abandoned to all manner of vice) gave him no small vexation, not 
only by our slighting of him as we did but as there was very 
strong parties against him in the country which made him appre- 
hensive we favoured some one of them. As soon as he had settled 
affairs at his capitol called Muxadavad, he marched towards 
Rajumull to subdue Sucajunk, Nabob of Purnea, as before related. 
He had not proceeded farr on his march when his conjectures in 
regard to the English he had further reasons to think were just by 
our having given protection to Kissendasseat son to Radabullub 
dtian of Dacca, both father and son had served under Alliverdi 
Khawn for many years, and as there was great rtasons t6 appre- 
hend they had been guilty of many frauds and amassi?d immense 
treasures by oppression and other unjust ways, an account of 
their adn^istration was demanded by Seir Raja Doulet, to know 
what wa^t)ecome of the King’s revenues collected by them for 
some years past. Radabullub no sooner got intelligence of what 
was going forwards but makes interest with Mr. Watts to 
protection for his son and treasure in Calcutta, which was granted 
him and also for his whole family. By the time everything 
secured the Nabob became more pressing with Radabullub, and 
positive orders given him to immediately obey, and deliver him 
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the accounts he demanded, when he acquainted the Nabob that 
his son was fled and taken protection with the English with 
everything appertaining to him, which rendered it impoesible for 
him to comply with his demands, and as it was currently affirmed 
that he had carried off with him full fiftv three laack^ of rupees, 
the Nabob to outward appearance made .i point in having him 
delivered up, which the Council were mack acquainted wuth, both 
1)} messages from the Nabob ai. well as from manv of the principal 
people at the Durhu/s. How'ever they^had promised Kissendasseat 
j^rotection, and protect him they would l‘‘t what would be the 
consequences of it, under pretence that n »ould be a reflection to 
the nations to deliver up a man to tlu 1 ands of his enemy that 
had once taken protection of the flag, especially as nothing 

criminal had been proved .igainst him that demanded it ; for that 
the Nabob knowing he was extremely rich only w'anted to plunder 
him, besides might be a precedent that might prove hereafter very 
prejudicial to the Company, as the Nabob by the same rules 
might send for any other person whenever he plcaseu. All this 
time the Private C omrnittee was extremely busy in taking measures 
to frustrate the Nabob’s schemes, thinking (I presume) all would 
end with a sum cjf money, according to the custom of accommo- 
dating all former disputes, neither were they certain but he might 
get routed by the Purnea Nabob, who by this time had received a 
phirmand from the Mo^ul, appointing him Nabob of Muxadavad, 
and should their expectation answer did not doubt but they would 
be amply rewarded for their trouble, and of getting from him also 
a restitution for whatever expences the Company should be obliged 
to be al on accent of Durbar charges. Plow ever all their sanguine 
hopes misoarryed, for Seir Raja Doulet soon reduced Sucajunk to 
subjection and marched back towards Muxadavad with great 
haste, where he arrived about the middle of May. At this time 
the Nabob’s intentions were publickly known, that he would either 
drive the English out of their Settlements or know if they 
josed acknowledging him Prince of the country and intended 
obeying him as such. For my part, so far from thinking that 
Kissendasseat; or Radabullub his father, had anything to ear or 
apprehend from the Nabob, that on ,the contrary they were on 
extreme good terms, and that his fright at that time was a jwre- 
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afair !h afrder to pnsnare some of our gentlemen, who 
Imagined woul3 iake-*fhe bait on account of lucre; which 
■S^PBinej^God kM’vfe, toO^ell succeeded and answered their pur 
foMt is tS.be t3bserved, that had the Nabob an intention of 
havUig KisSeili(i|s6eat in his custody, or reall> judged him and his 
fit her gtiilt;^?' oF frauds, would not the father have been appre 
henljed, oV have fled also as he had the sanie opportunit) as the 
son 7 whqreas on the contrary he remained at Muxadavad, and, 
thougl^to outward appearance was greatl> threatned and m dis 
grace, A^as found at last much in favour with the hlabob, at least 
allowing him to have been in the wrong had actually settled 
matters with him. But what is still moip apparent, Kissendasseat 
had no sooner heard of Stir Raja Doultt’s intention but he 
secretly raised a body of men with arms and ammunition in his 
service, and when things camt to an open lupture immediatelj 
threw off the mask, refused coming w he nr sent for by the Gover- 
Hour and stood upon his defence, having packed up his effects 
and put ever}^thing m a readiness to join the enem} . Some ma) 
imagine that by this conduct he endeavoured to ingratiate himself 
and get into favour again. It ma} have been the case, but even 
then one would think some notice would have Seen taken of his 
past conduct had he been really culpable of what he had been so 
strongly accused, but on the contrary as soon as the Moors were 
in possession of the fort (where he was confined as before men- 
tioned) he was instantl} released and shown even by the Nabob 
himself the greatest honour and fd\ our. Another affair which also 
caused some disputes, was sequestering the effects of Pramjeeboom 
Coberage, gomastey to Raja Tillckchund of Burradnan, on account 
of a debt said to be owing by the latter to one Mr. W(5Dd (though 
a disputed account). Upon the complaint being filed in court, 
Pramjeel^m Coberage refused giving an answi^ as it was not 
a debt extracted by his master but a bond endorsed over to 
Mr. Wood by a person with whom his master had large accounts 
and had creditted him for the amount of it some time befor^ 
besides his master was no subject of Great Britain, but held a 
very considerable post under the Nabob, to whose Courts of 
j'udicature he was willing the affair should be carryed mA 
promised to abide by such decree as should be given* Besides 



BENGAL IS 11^67 


the person with whom he was in dispute julMI also"^ 
ject, so he did not think our Court hAif^Jl^hing 
disputes The usual forms of Court bem^* Oiy» and 
ehpsed for his or his constituent’s appcamnc^,4ii de&ult wm^pp£ 
a warrant of execution was issued out ^to ^l& his 
Pramjeeboom Coberiges hou c and c^t ts bi*on the s1i|twl| 
officers going there, the fellow immediatch quitted h;#hoi^|^ an® 
went to inform his master of what had pass,ed In bis Ji6use Mre<^ 
found a quantity of mohe\ jewels, incl o Is ind alsd^afrgreat 
m in^ bonds# and papers, some for v )nsidci iblc sums, both 
fr )m Furope ins as well as blacks I ill i 1 unef nc sooner hea^d 
of the seizure of his house and tfl is 1 1 inswer a demapd,of 
Y 000 rupees, but he ippK^l to tn Nabob for redress The 
jirodigious troubles in the country it that time (being about the 
time that the old Nabob died) prevented his compliint being 
heard, or it would certainly have been attended with a stc'ippagc 
of our business at the aurrtin i however it still helped to infl me 
the natives igainst us, as well as to add one to m mv other com 
plaints made to the Nabob against the I n^h^'h I he ( ouncil it 
is true did t ike so much notice of it as to inform Mr Wood that 
he was wrong and might, if he persisted )n his demand, involve 
Company s affairs, but never once foibid him doing it and o t 
to take the aifair in hand themselves as the} ought to have don^ 
As I have already mentioned sufficient in regird to the 
Zemindars transactions in the Cnichor} I need siy no more 
relating to the Nabob’s perpetual complaints igainsi that Court, 
and as to the affair of the dusticksy there is certninly a grea ea 
to be Said in fevoiii c ^ both part}S, the Company bs t eir p tf 
maund grafited them man} years ago by the Mo^uly were exempte 
pa} mg any duties to the Government, for which reason it w^ an 
article at their lales of broad cloth, &e , that the purchasers ® ^ 
be indulged wath a dustick for the transportation of sue goo s, as 
should be bought at their sales, to any aurrnng they t oug 
Broper to send them to. Undoubtedly the goods were no longer 
the Company’s property after they were sold, whereas on t e ^n 
trary, could not they have found vent for them in Calcutta, they 
must have been sent to the aurrungs on their own accounts, an 
that the dusUchs were a great help to our sales is beyon ispn ^ 
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Dusticks were also granted to the merchants for bringing to 
Calcutta from the different aurnings such goods as they con- 
tracted for. Now they alledge also that the goods were not 
properly the Company’s property till such time as they were 
prized, and that the merchants made that a plea for importing 
their whole investment to the great prejudice of the Nabob’s 
revenues ; the Compan}^ never taking a fourth part of what was 
imported in Calcutta by their merchants. If I am not mistaken 
the Company also indulged their covenanted servants with 
dusticks for their private goods too, and from the different aurnmgs 
also, at least it was what was practised here, and none allowed 
any except the Company’s covenanted servants (and to those 
before mentioned) which w'as certainly no small benefit to us as 
it gave us a considerable advantage over all other merchants, 
especially w'hcn goods were wanted proper for the aurrung^, for it 
is to be observed ever} servant acted for himself, the same as 
the Council acted for the Company ; namely, not only demanded 
dusticks for what goods we sent on our accounts, but also gave 
dusticks to those to w^hom we sold goods, and the Iflce for what 
goods we had occasion for from the aurrungs ; so that certainly 
what with the Company and their servants dusticks together, the 
merchants did contrive to get their goods to and from Calcutta, 
without ever paying the Government’s dutys. The gentlemen in 
Europe cannot pretend to accuse us in that article, because one of 
their Council w'as always appointed Register of the dusticks which 
were always given in the Company’s name, and passed for their 
property, let the goods belong to whom they would; as indeed 
by their phirmaund I believe they were no entitled to a 

dustick themselves; only lor what was really their own property, 
and on their own account. Their granting dusticks also brought 
them in ^mall revenue, as they were rated at three rupees each. 
How far*e Compiany were culpable in endeavouring to make the 
most they could of the indulgence granted them by the King i 
wUl not undertake to say ; as also letting their ^vants abro^ 
partake of it, but then it is to be considered it was the only 
ticular in which they could favour them ; passes and indeed every 
other circumstance in trade being common to every 
whether free merchants or otherwise. As the Company receive® 
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SO much benefit in not being obliged to pay Customs to the 
Government, their Council ought to have been extremely tender 
in not giving umbrage in that article. It not only saved them 
five per cent, on all their exports and imports, but kept them clear 
of the Nabob’s Custom House officer .ind others belonging to 
him, who are eternally tormenting the • t nations anil stopping 
their business upon the most trifling occnsiou; as likewise their 
being obliged to put up with a thousand insolencys from every 
dirty fellow that thinks proper to insult them, and but seldom 
H'dress to be had, except a sum of rnont\ paves the way. How- 
ever of late years they ha\e paid no u nn legard to our flagg, or 
hardly so much as to the Dutch and 1 icnch, our boats being 
lierpetually stopt at every iJwkty, and no other method of getting 
clear but by paying a few" rupees whenever they were stopt. 
Doth Company’s boats and others were obliged to do the same at 
many places, for it was not worth w’hile to complain, to be obliged 
to wait two or three months to get the boats clean d, being li'»Dle 
all that time to pilfeVage. Things were carryed at last to that 
pass that many preferred paying the Government’s Customs 
and taking their dusticks to the Company’s, partu'ularly Messrs. 
Manningham and Frankland who employed Coja Solomon, an 
Armenian, to do it in his name for them, though very contrary to 
the Company’s standing and positue orders, and undoubtedly 
cjught to have been very strictly kept up for it was giving up to 
the Moors the very point they aimed at, to bring us to the same 
terms with other foreign nations, and ha\ e us as much under their 
subjection. 

As tb the new fortifications w"e were building the Nabobs 
other complaint against us ; it is a very trifling one and shewed 
he only wanted to^ search a quarrell ; for the only additions we 
made was begun full two years ago, and consisted of a small 
redoubt with four guns built at Perrins for the conveniency of a 
small guard we always kept there, being the termination of our 
hounds ; and «aould be of no manner of service to the garrison 
of Calcutta on account of its great distance from it, a foil league 
at least. As for the other building near it which he pretended 
to take for a fortification^ it was tmly an octagon somnier 
house, and ofter aJtecatscxis and ainmendments we made at 
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Calcutta was repairing the Line of guns towards the waterside, 
which w is of no \ er\ material consequence considering the ill 
condition of the garrison in general, and was only an amusement 
for the Buxey 

I have now mentioned all the N ibob s complaints, the abuse of 
the dusticks, building fortifications without his consent and appro 
bation, giving protection ind preventing his bringing his own 
subjects to justice, ind of the Zemindars extensive power and 
authorit}^ How farr he had rcas )n to eompl iin against our gentle 
men, or which cf them were in the v\rong, I will leave the reider 
to judge , however before I menti m the particulars of the Council s 
conduct during the sic^e and afterwards, I v\ill relate what is 
pruately talked of and thought to hive prompted the Nabob to 
do what he did I hive recited hew Seir kaja Doulet came to 
the Nabobship and the pretenders to it, which as the Europe in 
nations imagined would c luse some disturbances in the country 
reinforced their forts it Cossimbu/ ir, as we did also, and it is 
thought at the same time undcihand promised to aid and assist 
the and as Sen kaja Doulet was i person universall} 

hated and despised b\ his people is well by the courtiers as com 
monallit} for his great cruelties and debaucherry, it was suimued 
b) our Prn ite Committee that he would ne\er be able to carry 
his point, for which reason it is thought they^ gave orders to 
Mr, Watts at Ccssimbuzar to give assurances of friendship and 
assistance to the Bc^rumy in behalf of Morada Doulet an infant 
under her tuition if she ehose to dispute the affair with Seir Raja 
Doulet, but Alliverdi Khawn, who was 1 very prudent man, was 
sensible of what might happen after his deatl^, and tt>ok the 
necessary measures to prevent it by reconciling Seir Kaja Doulet 
with his Ministry , at the same time obliging him to give up the 
admini^g^tion of affairs for some time to them, and be governed 
by their council and advice He also took some pains in getting 
over to his party some of the principal officers of his military that 
had served him in all his warrs very faithfully valiantly, 
had retired from Court to avoid the troubles it was judged 
coming on, had not he taken all these necessary precautions to 
prevent it. He likewise sounded the Dutch and French# 6^ 
found they were more mchned to peace and qmetn|«5i|9 than W' 
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war and troubles, nowa\s consistant with the interest of a sett of 
merchants The English were the only warlike people that were 
willing to have a N ibob of their own if possible, oi eairy on the 
same farce which has been carried on so m ni) \firs on the 
C enst, so much to the Company’s prejudice, ind hue Ixen both 
ittended with the fatal loss of their fiet n and ia >t in \n equal 
himefull manner I c innut helpthinkm^ but ihit tl l old Nabob 
Ls well as Seir Doukt were » ^th ol tlieiii txtremelv well 

acquainted with whit we wort aboil d thit Klssendasseat’s 
iffiirwasonh i plct laid to he more, ctitun oi wh it our inten- 
lions weie, and when he found we wci d n mimed to oppose his 
inthonty, took a resolution of putting, it out 01 our power to do 
him 1 prejudice which is wh it m idt lum so exjieditious in attack- 
ri^ the place b< fore the R iiiia set in, ind at a season of the \eai 
when it was impos ible for either Fort S unt George 01 Bombay to 
succour us. To me it is very surprizing Mr Watts should have 
been so ignorant of whit was going on at the ^)urbar, fo he 
\er\ particularly recommended this Kissendasseat to Mr Drake’s 
md Mr. Holw ell’s protection, requt sting the} would shew him 
ill the civilitys in their power, which the} certainly did, for 
even when it was publickly known that he was raising forces for 
the Nabob and stood upon his defence igainst a parcell of 
Peofis who were ordered to bring him to the factory, a party of 
Europeans were ordered to surround his house, but to use no 
V lolence or seize his effects. The man of course kept his house and 
the party obliged to stay there from 10 o’clock at night till 8 the 
next morning, when ipon application of the officer on command 
to know how t^ proci i d, directions were given to force him out of 
his house^nd to bring him and his brother with their arms and 
ammunition to the factory, but to be very cautious of not touching 
anything else. However, just as the party had reached the town, 
they received a further order from Mr. Wood, whereb} they were 
directed by Mr. Drake and Mr. Holwell to seize all his effects, 
tod that he #f r. Wood) was to shew where they had been con* 
cealed, but the party Having a great number of pnsoners and a 
large quantity of arms and ammunition and fatigued with duty, 
having marched a considerable distance, were obliged to leaver 
the plunder of the house to odiers, concerning which there are 
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various reports, but as they are not as yet confirmed will avoid 
mentioning them, not doubting of so great a piece of villanny 
soon coming to light. If true that our Private Committee have 
been guilty of what they are accused in interfering with the 
Government, they have certainly brought upon the Company and 
others all these disturbances. For my part I am satisfied the 
Nabob must have had further provocation than what he com- 
plained about. Mr. Watts lea\ing his factory in so simple a 
manner can never be forgiven him, for had he made a small 
defence of a few days only the gentlemen of Calcutta would have 
had more time to have made preparations for the Nabob’s recep- 
tion, Indeed there is this to be said in favour of Mr. Watts, that 
after the loss of Cossimbuzar he laboured what laid in his power 
to accommodate matters, nay even declaies he could have done it 
by paying a sum of money, but that the Govcrnour, 6cc,, would not 
hearken to any proposals he made. Coja Wazeed and many 
other considerable black merchants also laboured very strongly to 
settle affairs between us, but all vsould not do; they always 
imagining the Nabob would never carry things to the extremitys 
he did, but would be contented with stopping our business and 
bring us to terms that w’ay. All this time, though the Governour 
and Council were in high spirits most other people were dejected 
and uneasy, knowing the ill condition of the garrison, want of 
ammunition and all warlike stores, as well as people to defend 
the place, which they never thought on or gave themselves any 
trouble about, in so much that many inhabitants endeavoured to 
prevail with the leading powers to settle affairs on the best terms 
they possibly could for the present, and that theyfvould willingly 
contribute paying their proportion of the necessary etpences for 
so doing. However they were deaf to all these proposals, and 
defy the |[|pbob*s forces they were bent upon, let the consequences 
be what they would. The Nabob all this time v^as making great 
preparations, and finding neither the loss of Cossimbuzar or' any- 
thing else could intimidate us, made the best of way towar<^ 
Calcutta ; then it was they began to open Iheir eyes and see their 
folly for having carryed things too far to retract. The Nabob s 
. forces flushed with the easy conquest of Cossimbuzar and elevated 
with the thoughts of plunder, made them march with donbl® 
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expedition, and, as they approached the town the consternation 
became the greater, particularly among those who had been most 
active in carrying things to the extremity^ they did. The enemy 
had even attacked us before we knew lor a certainty that they 
were upon their march, so little care wis taken foi ’ntdligence ; 
whereas on the contrary the enemy wen rfectiv wt il quainted 
with the situation of our affairs, for having tlnady mentioned the 
reasons the merchants as well as the lest of llie inliabitants had 
to be disgusted with the late treatment the\ had received, were 
no ways backward in giving the enernv "h intelligence as they 
wanted in regard to the dt*fenre wc wc' < * ipibleof making; as 
likewise knew as well as the Conmil ihernselves, e\erything that 
j^assed at the ('ouncil Bo.itd ; a iimst bliametiill affair, for the 
unhappy divisions among themselves not only prompted one to 
disapprove what the other proposed and did but made a meritt of 
informing everyone he mett of it. But what is worse, and what I 
am very sorr) to say, that some of them either owcing to a gencial 
stagnation of trade of want of creditt, were drove, or otherw'ise 
w'ere mean enough to throw themselves on the merchants to that 
degree, that they had as much the romrntind and direction of their 
w’ords and actions as they had of their osvn servants ; and all this 
by keeping up some of their sinking creditts. 

When we had intelligence of the Nabob being greatly advanced 
on his march, upon a survey of the garrison there were found 
only 30 pieces of cannon mounted, 26 of whose carnages were 
obliged to be condemned they were so bad and rotten. As no 
time was to be lost cv'ery carpinter, both \\hite and black, was 
pressed, ‘and 1 t^rik did contrive to put about 49 carriages together 
which were? mounted, some towards the waterside, the rest upon 
the Points ; for as to the curtains, upon their being surveyed they 
were found in so bad a condition that it was not judged prudent 
to mount any there. Before the batterys were erected without 
the factory, the military officers and everyone were very urgent 
% demolishini^ all the houses round about the factory within 
gun shott, knowing thaf if once the Moors gott possession of trc 
white houses there would be no such thing as standing on the 
factory wails* for not only the embrasures were extremely large 
and ill contrived, but two or three of the houses as well as the 
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church were within pistoll shott of the factory walls and com- 
manded the whole garrison. However the pulling down the 
houses was a thing they would not think of, not knowing whether 
the Company would reimburse them the money they cost, or at 
least no other reason was ever given for it, as if that was a time 
in such imminent danger to consider of private property and to 
prefer running a certain risk of loosing the whole, rather than to 
sacrifice a small part, is to me something very astonishing. 

What could induce the gentlemen to attempt carrying on a war 
with the Government so ill prepared as they were, I cannot com- 
prehend ; and how shamefull has their conduct been could they 
have compromised matters, as every one admitts they might have 
done it. The French and Dutch acted in a quite different manner, 
for when the Nabob passed their factorys, in his way to Calcutta, 
and demanded the delivery up of their garrisons, they immediately 
made him a tender of the keys, at the" same time gave him to 
understand, that as they were only a sett of merchants that were 
indulged a liberty of trade and had been for many years, by 
former Princes of the country, hoped he would not thirik of ruining 
them as well as the Company they lepresented, and that if they 
|had been guilty of any mismanagement that gave him offence, 
*they were ready to make atonement for it by paying him such a 
sum of jponey as he required. Accordingly things were settled by 
the French promising payment of 350,000 rupees, and 450,000 the 
Dutch agreed for, part of which was paid down, the rest to be 
paid on the arrival of their shipping, but they took care to inform 
their other settlements of what they had been compelled to do, 
and shortly after got sufficiently reinforced to payjtiim his tallance 
with powder and shott.^ What was the reason we codld not have 
acted as politically as they, I cannot conjecture. There is certainly 
some z^^on to think we acted upon some other scheme, and had 
not quite so much the Company’s interest at heart as they had, or 
at least that we had not quite so much wisdom. Indeed could we 
have resisted the Nabob’s forces tilFsuccours ani^ved to us frejp 
the Cormandel coast and Bombay, there%iust have been glorious 
plunder for some of our Gentlemen in Council, for those in 
cular of the natives who had received protection of om? wop® 
^ This statement seems to have no foundation in foot. 
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have been made to pay for it, as also no small contributions raised 
round aboitf the country ; besides the plunder of the river would 
have been very sufficient to have made a few persons’ fortunes as 
nothing could have passed and repassed but must have fallen into 
their hands ; nay so sure were some ot ihtm of success against the 
Nabob (or at least appeared to be so) that vessells wtre fitted out 
to make prizes of the enemy*> ships homeward btjund, two of 
which were taken, besides a considerable sum of mcniey freighted 
on our vessells, fiom Surat and other places, was stopt; and 
though the Company had then m the n\ t evtril small vessells 
that might have been sent on that e\ptdjt)on the) were all put 
aside, and a vessel! sent (which Mr I>i iK purchased a very con- 
siderable part of) upon the expedition, that the whole plunder 
might be their own. 

The ill condition the factory was in, is not to be cxpiessed;. 
the embrasures both upon the Points and curtains, many of them 
quite broke, no guns mounted, or carriages to mount them on ; 
and as for granad^s, bombs, 6cc., none except a few ( ohorn shells, 
which had been filled so long that they were good for nothing. 
Small arms a very few, and powder only 35c> barrells, many of 
which were so bad and damp that it wa^ not fit for use even for 
the cannon. Though the Company alk)W six companys her^ 
including one of artillery, consisting each of 120 effective men, 
when they came to be mustered turned out only 190 biteks and 
60 Europeans, a very sensible defficiency instead of 600 men which 
we ought to have had, and all the subordinates also very well 
supplyed. The defficienqy of military is an article of which 
Mr. Drake cannot 0x011*^0 himself ; for the) are mustered before 
him from ^ime^o time, and stood the Company one month with 
another 10,000 rupees per mensem pay only. Mr. Drake to my 
knowledge was not ignorant of the gross abuse in the muster rolls, 
and I suppose had his reasons for passing it over in silence. What 
will anyone think of our gentlemen’s conduct in acting as they 
did. Considering the situation of their affairs it was very great 
d^glect also of theirs, taking more care than they did of the 

subordinate factorys ; for had they been advised in time to with- 
draw their effects instead of leaving it to the last moment great 
of their investment might have been savedi whereas they 

19 
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neglected it so long, that there was no time to save much ; indeed 
a trifle was saved at Jugdea, as also at Ballasore, but at Dacca 
everything was lost, and Mr. Becher our chief was wise enough, 
upon being asked by the Government’s people to give a general 
discharge for the whole Company’s investment, to do it the same 
as if he had been in actual possession of the whole. Great care 
was taken to secure a sufficient quantity of provisions for the 
garrison for full six months, but cooks were never thought of or 
cookroom furniture, and instead of having the factory as clear as 
possible, there was at least 3,000 unnecessary people there, so that 
there was no such thing as moving in the night without tumbling 
over some of them, besides being lumbered with chests, bales, and 
the like, that it rather looked like a fair, (except the dejected looks 
and countenances of the people) than a garrison put in a posture 
of defence against fifty thousand men at least. 

The enemy had no sooner attacked the outer battcrys, but they 
carryed them, for having at once taken possfessjon of all the out 
houses, flanked the batterys in such a manner that it was 
impossible for men to stand to the guns. Then St was that 
every one was in an uproar and exclaiming against the gentlemen 
of Council for not permitting the houses to be knocked down. 
Xhe shipping all this time were not idle, many people instead of 
minding the defence of the garrison being busy in saving Aeir' 
valuable effects and shipping them off. And I cannot help think- 
ing but that the second expedition against Tanna Fort was not so 
much to annoy the enemy as to cover the Neptune snow, while 
she passed, otherwise what could be the reason of not landing the* 
men or the ships attacking the fort, neither of v^ich was done. 
However, if that was the intention, it had not the desired effect^ 
for the redoubt at Perrins being attacked about the same time 
the party seAdown the river was recalled, and also the ships, to 
defend the avenues of Calcutta leading to the river, and prevent 
the enemy’s landing iii the.heart of the town. The Moors had no' 


sooner drove us from the eastern battery, but tho^ at the othi^ 
outer batterys were immediately ordered tm retire t<J the factory^ 
though there was no manner of occasion for it in the least, for tile 
front of the garrison defended all that 'part of the tovri|prs^^ 4# 
northerly part of it was so thick of houses and those iarge and sc? 
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strongly built that they were not easily to be demolished, and of 
consequence ought not to have been quitted to the enemy at any 
rate, for by their being possessed of those houses they at once 
commanded the whole factor\. Besides, had the enemy drove 
them by force from their guns, they could always have secured 
their retreat by water, the ri\tr not being above 20 yards from 
their battery. The Company’s Houst to the southward of the 
factory was also of full as 1 inch consequence, being a very large 
strong building of itself, and a new addition of a close veranda 
quite round it, and extremely near to ♦he garrison walls, so, that 
battery should also have b( en maintain* d as long as possible , and 
as they had the same advantage of th^ river as the other battery 
had, there could be nothing to apprehend of being cutt off. 
However upon the eastern batter> giving way on Friday the l8th 
June in the afternoon, every thing was in confusion, and how to 
retreat and save effects was onl> thought of. And as the women 
were sent on board that evening Messrs. Manningham and 
Frankland, Colonel and Lieutenant Colonel of the mihtia and in 
Council, went off also, and could by no means be perswaded to 
return. All our outposts being quitted and our strength being too 
well known not to be sufficient to resist so powerfull an enemy 
already in possession of the whole town, one would imagine that 
m such extremity of affairs they would have sent to the Nabob, 
and endeavoured to have adjusted matters with him on the best 
terms they could ; but though they knew the factory could not 
hold out above two days more at the furthest no flagg of truce was 
shew n, or any methods taken to accommodate and settle matters- 
Indeqd sl council of war was held about 9 in the evening, and 
conti^iry to t\h usuall system of holding all councils of war with 
pnvacy and secrecy, it was held in the most publick manner that 
it possibly could be, and a number of people admitted to it that 
were no ways intitled to be there. The officers unanimously gave 
It for their opinion that the garrison was not tenable, both for 
want of men and ammunition, though the Captain of artillery gave 
in his report *at the juanie time that there was about two days of 
the latter l/eft and no more, at the rate it had been expended that 
^day. ^ the gentlemen did not think proper to propose terms to 
the NaBoi, a retreat was proposed to made the next day in the 

19 — z 
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afternoon, which was certainly time enough as there was no fear 
of the factory’s being taken by storm, and Mr. Drake undertook in 
the meantime (or at least was desired by his Council) to secure 
the Company’s books, money, plate and effects, which might have 
been done with the greatest ease imaginable, at least all that was 
valuable, afe there was no want of shipping, many having been 
taken up by them on the Company’s account, or people to carry 
them off, as may be judged by the many unnecessary people that 
were in the factory. However all this was neglected, though it is 
shrewdly suspected the Company’s books were saved, which caused 
many disputes in the fleet afterwards, as also many severe reflec- 
tions against some at the head of affairs. Mr. Manningham and 
Mr. Frankland had no sooner embarked, but early on Saturda) 
morning the 19th June, dropt down with his ship, and was soon 
after followed by the rest of the shipping as farr as Govindpoor’s 
Reach. This alarmed everyone, seeing their retreat going to be 
entirely cut off, and much more so, when intelligence was given 
that Mr. Drake was also on board the shipping (having from the 
beginning kept a boat in readiness, and his footman tp defend it 
with a drawn scimitar) with Captain Grant the Adjutant General 
and many others. Those who first heard of it took the advantage 
of such boats as were lying then at the factory’s back gates, and so 
made their escape also, leaving full 200 behind in the garrison, 
blacks and w'hites, a sacrifice to cover their retreat, not a single 
boat being left to carry them off. Proposals were made by several 
both to Mr. Drake and Mr. Manningham to consider of those 
unhappy sufferers that were left behind, and endeavoured to 
perswade them to send boats or vessells to bring them awa^, and 
not let them fall into the hands of a barbarous Araged €;pemy, 
from whom no quarter could be expected ; however they were safe 
themselves, a^ were perfectly indifferent of what became .of 
everyone else ; so sent them no manner of assistance at all, 
although within sight of the town, not a league from it ; which is 
sorriething so scandalous, and inhuman that it is a reflection upon 
the nation ; nay, what is still worse, when they were informed that* 
the Company’s ship was run ashore, but might be got^pff with the 
assistance of an anchor and cable, and might also be the preser^- 
tion of the lives of those who were left in the garrison, eien thaf 
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was refused being sent, though they had sufficient belonging to 
their ship to have done it, and not distressed themselves in the 
least ; but gave for an excuse that the bad season of the year was 
coming on, and they did not know but they might be in want of 
them themselves ; but how easy was that objection to be obviated, 
the outward bound shipping were dadv expected, both Europe 
ships and country ones, that could have easily supplyed their 
wants ; however could not ihey have been easily supplyed from 
Chandernagore or Chinsura. I know upon our applying for some 
soon after as well as many other nei essarys, they were ready 
enough to assist us with everything they could with safety to 
themselves, and more \vas not to be expected. However, let the 
worst have happened, was it not their duty to run some little risk 
for the preservation of so many lives, such an unprecedented 
affair surely is not to be paralleled among the greatest barbarians, 
much more among Christians. 

On Sunday th<^ 20th June about 4 o’clock in the afternoon the 
factory was taken, when many lost their lives, some by the sword, 
and some drow ned who thought to swim and save themselves ; the 
remainder who bore arms about 147 were crammed at night in 
prison, and remained there till next morning, when the prison 
doors were opened to lett what remained alive out, whose number I 
think did not exceed 23, Those unhappy gentlemen’s deaths, as well 
as those who dyed after Mr. Drake’s and Mr. Manningham’s depar- 
ture, may be as much laid to their charge as if they had cut their 
throats; because they not only acted basely in quitting the 
garrison, and carrying away the shipping, but actually had it in 
their ^jower to ha\ e saved every man’s life afterwards, whereas 
most •perfehea that were left after their departure, except those 
who gott intelligence first of their being gone and seized the 
boats. And thus was Calcutta lost by ill conduct, not to make 
use of harsher terms. 

In what a situation affairs were in before the attack of the 
place,. I havj already mentioned; so that it now only rests I 
should ascertain thea Company’s losses, which by the , nearest 
calculationtis about ninety-five laacks of rupees, including die 
subordinates and atihmgs, cash, plate, goods, &c* (each loach is 
xoo,ooo rupees, and each rupee 2s: 3d.} besides the loss of a 
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year’s investment, a ships cargoe lying ready in the godown, 
packed and ready to send off, there were also 600 bales of broad 
cloth not cleared out, as likewij>e a quantity of copper, lead and 
iron, as for the ballance of cash it did not surpass 80,000 rupees, 
having been at a monstrous expence in making preparations for 
the siege The enemy were no sooner m possession of the fort, 
than they begun to demolish the fortifications and carry away 
the useless guns, of which we had a very great quantity, though 
never gave ourselves any thoughts of mounting them, or ever 
repairing the garrison till such time as the enemy was marching 
to attack it. The plunder the enemy got from the inhabitants 
must have been immense and cannot fall short of 200 laacks of 
rupees The White To^\n run almost in a line with the river, 
close to the north and south parts of the factory, and I believe 
might be about a mile in length but of no great breadth (except 
a parcell of scatered houses are included) many of which were 
noble large buildings , and as for the Black Town which adjoined 
to the White, it could not be less than four ‘miles in circum- 
ference, that part to the northward of the factory whore most of 
the natives dwelled, it not being anything so considerable to the 
southward 

There is one thing I have omitted mentioning, the terrases of 
the curtains were in such a bad condition as would not admit of 
cannon being mounted there, particular! j to the southward, owing 
to the beams being entirely decayed and rotten, which they could 
not be ignorant of, no cannon having been mounted there for 
some years ; and upon endeavouring to mount some on this 
occasion one of the carriages almost broke through the terrass, so 
that the 49 guns we had mounted, for which new^ carriages had 
been made for the whole (except four) after the troubles com- 
menced, were^ostly placed on the bastfons, and over the front 
gateway; forfls we had little or nothing to fear by water, only 
12 were placed on the Line of guns, and as the factory would not 
admit of mounting heavy cannon, neither would the time allow, 
or had we materials to make carriages, so wrgfe obliged to make use 
mostly of 9 and 6 pounders. It is true there were 3 or 4 eighteens, 
but were lost at the out batterys , not that Acre was any want 
large cannon, having a great quantity of them in the glimsalti 
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and that the gun carriages were one and all condemned two years 
ago the Governour and Council cannot dispute, for when Captain 
Jones ^ pressed them to make new ones, and get the old ones 
repaired ; and represented to them the ill consequences of their 
not doing it, in case of a sudden attack (v^hich he did by several 
letters to the Board) instead of their ordering it to be done, was 
desired not to trouble them with hi^ nonsense, for they knew 
what was necessary to be done as well as he did. Colonel Scott® 
upon a survey Df the factory, as well as Mr. Robbins* also, re- 
commended Its being done ; as likewi^^o, that they would think of 
the necessary repairs of the fort, and represented the necessity 
of its being done to the Company. 

Likewise another article w hich 1 have neglected to mention is 
their having applied to th* Dutch and French for assistance as 
soon as they heard of the loss of Cossimbuzar, and were answered 
by the former, that as they belonged to a trading nation must 
beg to be excused interfering with any of our disputes with the 
Government, mOre particularly as their instructions forbad it, for 
by their ^doing it they might involve themselves in the same 
troubles hereafter; but advised us to accommodate matters as 
soon as possible, and that they were willing to assist us in that, 
and use their utmost efforts to bring things to a happy conclusion, 
whereas our acting to the contrary might prove very prejudicial 
to the rest of the trading nations. The French on the ‘contrary 
in their letter thought we were most bitterly ill-used, and offered 
to enter on an offensive and defensive alliance with us, but that as 
they judged their factory to be much more capable of making a 
defence than ours, recommended our quitting ours and joining 
them, by^ which means we might prevent the Nabob’s maxching 
down to Calcutta; their flattering, insinuating, deceitfull stile, 
pleased some of our gentlemen abundantly better than tbe 
other’s blunt way of writing, as it answered their purposes better ; 
accordingly served the first with a formal protest, and wrote the 

^ See letter ^om Captain Ja^r Leigh Jones to the Council, Port Williaei, dflMl 
August 4. 1753 

^ Colonel Scot died in 1754. 

* In Letter to Court of January 4. 1754. paragraph 131, it is stated that Mr. O'l^a 
was sex^ to Calcutta with Robins. 
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latter a very genteel letter, thanking them for their offers of 
assistance, and as we were in very great want of ammunition, 
requested they would spare us a quantity of powder and shott. To 
this we had no reply till the Nabob was near Calcutta, when the 
Frenchmen put off their grimace, assuring us of the impossibility 
of their complying with our demand as they might provoke the 
Nabob by it ; and considering his large army on foot, might take 
it into his head upon giving him the least umbrage to attack their 
factory also, as it was reported he was going to do ours ; and in 
such a case they should be in great want of stores themselves; so 
wishing the gentlemen success in their undertakings, assured them 
how' much they were their humble servants. That they should 
expect the French would assist us, and be dupes to that fantas- 
tical nation, is most intollerable ; a sett of people w'hose breach of 
faith we have so often experienced, not only in Europe, but at all 
our foreign Settlements likewise. However when the Nabob de- 
manded supplys of powder from them soon after, they could then 
find sufficient to spare him 150 barrells, and could connive also at 
the desertion of near 30 men which joined the Nabob's army 
before the taking of Calcutta, asid commanded the artillery under 
Monsieur Saint Jacque. 

The fleet remained in Govindpoor Reach till the 21st June 
when they were joined with 2 or 3 country ships just arrived from 
different ports and in the evening dropt dowm for Fulta; but 
their apprehensions and fright was such in passing Tanna Fort 
which fired a few random shott at them as they passed, that 
many ran foul of each other and were lost ; a list of which I 
have hereunto annexed, and among the rest was the N^tune 
snow with near 3 laacks of rupees in cash on board he^, besides 
a great quantity of valuable effects. And this happened within 
gun shott of the whole fleet, and might have been easily saved, as 
many others Utewise, by any of the large ships dropping an 
anchor near them, to have covered and prevented their being 
plundered, till the flood came in ; for as they run ashore upon the 
ebb, they in all probability would have go^t off tHfcn, whereas 
they were lost for want of a little assistance which indeed was as 
soon to be expected from the enemy as from Mr. Drake and 
many others. Everyone was greatly discontented at this conduct 
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of theirs and complained greatly ; it was a most mellancholly 
sight to see such a number of men, women and children, without 
a change of cloths, victuals or drink, and many obliged to be 
exposed to the inclemency of the weather day and night, the 
shipping were so much crouded. The 25th and 26th the fleet 
arrived at Fulta, and in their passage down were joined by many 
of our inhabitants that had made their escape from Chander- 
nagore and Hughly , as hi ewise the begining of July with 
those that were at Lnckypoor and Ballasore; and at the end 
of the month with those fiom Dacca. The ship Delawar also 
arrived from Madrass with Major Killpatnrk and a reinforcement 
of 226 men. During this tune scveial letter^ were sent to our 
Settlements at Madrass and Bombay, to demand succours from 
them and to forward lettds to Europe, that the Company might 
be informed of the unhappy situation of their affairs in Bengali, 
and for fear the patamars should miscarry it was proposed one of 
the Company’s sloops should be dispatched to Madrass, and a 
servant sent to represent our distressed condition ; to hurry them 
as much a^ possible to send us sufficient forces and ammunition 
to re-establish ourselves. Mr. Maaningham had interest enough 
among the Council to get himself appointed for that embassy, 
which caused great disgust in the fleet ; it was remonstrated to 
Mr. Drake that he was a very improper man to send of suoh an 
errand, both on account of his scandalous conduct at Calcutta, 
which he would be more employed in endeavouring to vindicate 
than minding the Company’s affairs ; besides the advantage it 
would give him of writing to Europe, and representing circum- 
stances just as he pleased in regard to the loss of the place; 
of which h^ coflld be no judge, having kept out of the way from 
the beginning of the troubles. Mr. Drake promised fair thaf be 
should not go, Rowever as every one knew him to be a man of 
no mannQ;c»;of resolution, a kind of a written remonstrance was 
sent him, signed by many Company’s servants and others in 
the fleet requesting Mr. Mannmgham might not be sent ; as may 
he seen by thef accompMyihg copy of it ; ^ upon which Mr. Drake 
gave his word he should not go, however, that only made peoffle 
who were acquainted with his character more apt to think that he 

* See No 49 
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would, as Mr. Drake was unhappily a little given to deceive by fair 
promises, and as many expected so it turned out. Mr. Manning- 
ham was sent, and as it was necessary that some one should 
accompany him, he requested it might be Monsieur Labaume and 
Mr. Nixon, the latter his own writer, and the former a French, 
officer at Chandernagore, who was confined there for taking a 
drubbing from another officer, and made his escape in disguise to 
Calcutta , a very proper deputy to represent the Honourable 
Company’s affairs. However, they went to Vizagapatnam and 
there landed, and Mr Manningham after trifling away near a 
month, found the fatigue too great for him to proceed overland to 
Madrass, so sent Monsieur Labaume there , but how he was 
received, I don’t know, or what success he met with, however, 
upon his return they bestowed a captain s commisbion on him, 
as a reward for the trouble he h id taken, though directly contrary 
to the Company’s positive orders that a Roman Catholick should 
be employed in their service , and so severe particularly in regard 
to the military, that they are not even allowed tO marry a Roman 
Catholick. The Compan} ’s servants bung one and all set aside 
and the preference given to a foreigner caused much uneasiness , 
however Mr. Drake and his Council were extremely indifferent 
about that, they knew the one could make no discoverys to their 
prejudice, and the others might have represented thepi in their 
proper colours The junior servants antipath}, at last grew so 
great against some of the Council s ill conduct, as made many use 
all possible means to get clear of them, and as they refused any 
one^s quitting the place, except the} chose to throw up the Com- 
pany’s service (which no one could do in the situation affairs stood 
without being severely reflected on> begun scrutinizing a Tittle to 
know by what authority thej acted, and whether or not* by the 
loss of Calcutta and the evacuation of its dependancys they had 
not forfeit® their stations, particularly those of them who run 
away and behaved so shamefully afterwards in obliging the cap- 
tains (as owners) of the vessels, to drop down the river and leave 
so many unhappy persons behind , as likewise reiismg the lea^t 
aid and assistance to the ships that unfortunately run ashore, 
either by sending their boats to help save tjie people that were in 
them and their effects, or to help get the vessells off. in answer 
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to which Mr. Drake directed the Secretary to write to the junior 
servants and inform them that he did not any longer look upon 
themselves as Governour and Council, but as agents for the 
Company.^ A copy of which note I have taken for the reader’s 
perusal ; however a short time afterwards they thought to con- 
tmiie their titles would do them no prejudice, so took that of 
Governour and Council of Hulramgurr>, a little factory we had 
near Ballasore, and were obliged to e\acuate, but the Marattoes, 
professed enem>s to the Go\ernment, (and are little better than 
robbers) undertook to protect us if wc \ tie inclined to hoist our 
liagg thert again, and as it was a long \\d\ from Mu\ada\ad, and 
little to be feared from the Nabob mi case we did it it was 
agreed upon that it should Ic done and Mr. Boddam sent there 
as chief, to pro\ide proMsions and nt cessarys for the fleet of 
men-of-war, which were daily expected, but the gentlemen at 
the Coast were not so expeditious as might be expected on such 
an occasion, for it was the middle of October before the ships 
were dispatched, a ^time of >ear when it could not be expected 
they would •arrive in less than six weeks or two months, 
whereas had they been dispatched when they first heard of the 
loss of Calcutta, the> might have run it with ease in 6 or 8 days. 
His Majesty’s sloop the Kingfisher at last arrived sLnd brought us 
the agreeable news that the gentlemen at Madrass finding no 
appearance of a war m Europe between France and England, 
were making preparations to send us 750 Europeans and 3,000 
topazes,^ with a proper Train of artillery, by Admiral Watson’s 
squadron, part of which forces arrived the beginning of December 
in the jfven^, and m \y be imagined raised every one’s spirits to the 
highe^ degree.* 

As for what was done after the King’s ships and Colonel Clive 
arrived, I shalf leave till another opportunity, and shall only 
mention that on the arrival of the sloop-of-wai; we hoisted 
English colours just without the Dutch bounds at Fulta, when 
Mr. Drake seemed to wake from his lethargy and affixed an 
Idvertisement^at everv publick place, wherein he desired to be 
accused in writing, and know m what he had been culpable and 

^ This 'which mus^ not be confused with No 58 . appears to be missliig 

^ Portuguese or half-caste giymers. 
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guilty, during the late troubles. Everyone endeavoured to dis- 
suade him from it by proving the inconsistency of his request , 
the Council in particular told him that the Consultations would 
make appear how farr they judged him blameable, besides as they 
could not be judges in their own cause did not think they had an} 
authority to oblige people to deliver their sentiments to them, and 
that the Company onl} had power to do it. As the advertisement 
IS an original of its kind, I have taken the pains to cop\ it,^ to 
entertain the reader, and as I thought it was taking a shameful! 
advantage of the junior servants, who he wanted to intimidate, 
thinking that if the} neglected taxing him recording to his 
request, they would not be able to do it afterwards or any credit 
given to what thev mi^ht write to thui friends in Euiope, I took 
the libcrt} of inswermg it, wherein I acqu unted the Council 
Board of the ill consequences attending a junior serv int’s taxing 
a member of the Board of ill conduct without a sanction from 
the Company f )r then so doing, and that thev ijiust not conclude 
from no ones doing it it piesent that thev should not, whenever 
the Companv thought pioper to demand it One thing I have 
omitted to observe is tht gieat mortalit} imong the military m 
particular, during the time we remained at Fulta, whether owing 
to the badness of the water and diet or to the unvvholesomeness 
of the place I know not, but a great manv continued clVing daily 
from the fleet’s hrst arrival till October, though I must confess no 
manner of care was neglected, both in administering medicines to 
the sick and providing them with proper places to live during 
their sickness, a vessell having been taken up for the occasion, 
as also many others for the convenienc} of the Company’s 
servants and other inhabitants, and a table found thfem at first 
at the Company’s expence, but when that was foynd to be rather 
too extrava^nt an allowance of 50 rupees per month extraor- 
dinary was mowed every European inhabitant ; however in spite 
of all their care when the King’s ships arrived we could not 
muster above 90 men, including Major KillpatricljJs detachmenj 
and all that had joined us, who made •their escape from the 
Moors. I have also forgott to mention that though the Council 
did not any ways think themselves secure till the Madras^ detacilf 

^ See Drake 9 letter to Council dated 1^*25 January, 1757 
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ment arrived, still they had the same itching after plunder as 
ever, and upon hearing two Moors* vessels were arrived in the 
river sent down three armed vessells to take them, one of which 
was taken loaded with salt and Masuhpatam bale goods; the 
other proved Dutch property And in regard to intelligence we 
were as ignorant about what the enern\ were doing as we were 
while in Calcutta , they did not attempt to molest us so the 
Council ga\e thciU'.LKt-', \ ry httk troii^ k In icgird to their 
other trails ictions it \\ is rep lUd bf 1 K i|a Dowlctt went against 
the Purnc i N iboL as soon 13 he r luintd o Mm ida/ad from his 
coiiquibt of Calcutta and niiiched ])c\ Kaj imull, m order to 
c robS the gre it Pudda, ind enter Mi \ o of Piirnta s tcrritorys. 
Some say in doing which hf w is 1 11 1 i, others igain that he gott 
the better of Mit Purnea N d 1 \ Ik died soon ifter , the truth of 

which I shill mention when I can do it with a certaint\ Upon 
our first arrival it Piilta we 1 und provisions and nccessirys very 
scirce, though seen iftei, upon the Nahebs heiniig (is i^ re- 
ported) that the ships intended leaving the river, ordered the 
bn ats or iruifkets to be epened, tint he might prevent our plun- 
dering and get nd of us the soo ler, and is the country was 
farmed by Monickchund the Nabob s c^mn (,who was appointed 
President at Calcutta after it was taken) he Directed the buzars to 
be contini:ted, as long as we stayed at Fulta, when we had plenty 
of everything , indeed the buzars were stopped once or twice, owing 
to the gentlemen’s stopping a parcell of salt boats, but upon their 
being cleared, again, we got provisions as usual. 


no. E^racts fro^i a letta from the Select Committee, Fort Saint George, 
to Admiral Watson, dated 13 November, 1750.^ 

We received l^e last night by the way of Bombay His Majesty’s 
Declaration* of War against France, which was enclosed to Mr, 
Bourchier in a letter from the Secret Committee of the East India 
Company, and was proclaimed on the 17th May in England. 

* # * * 

If you judge the taking of Cbandernagore practicable without 
much loss It would certainly be a step of great utility to the 
^ Received Calcutta, January 15, 1737 
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Company’s affairs and take off in great measure the bad ^ects 
of the loss of Calcutta by putting the French in a position equally 
disadvantageous. 

We hope that this enterprise should you think it. proper to be 
proceeded on, may be effected, as well as the operations for the 
re-establishment of the Company’s own Settlements, so speedily 
that Colonel Clive with the troops he carried with him may return 
to this coast early in the next year. 

111. Extracts from a letter from Select Committee, Fort Saint George, 
to Select Committee, Fort William, dated 14 November, 1756,^ 

Gentlemen, — Last night w'e received news from Bombay that 
war was declared against France on the lyth May. 

***** 

Mr. Bourchier writes that he is bending_ the Royal Duke with 
troops to your assistance and we learn by private advices that the 
Revenge and Orixa were also to be despatched to you and that the 
number of men intended to be embarked was ab6ut.500. 

We hope that this reinforcement added to the men you had 
before will be sufficient for the protection of Calcutta, and therefore 
we have directed Colonel Clive to return here early in the year 
with the troops he carried or as many as can be possibly spared. 

We have desired Mr. Watson if he thinks it practicable to dis- 
possess the French of Chandernagore, not doubting but it will be 
of infinite service in your affairs. Should you be of this opinion 
we desire that you will enforce our recommendation. 

We are, &c. &c. 

112, Translation of a letter from the Dutch Councif at *Hoogley 

to the Supreme Council at Batavia, dat^d Fort Gustavus, 
24 HhfvembeY, 1756.® 

Under the impression that the expulsion of the English would 
have had some kind of influence on the obtaining of silk, we had 
communicated our ideas on the subject to ydbr servants fof 
1 A letter to the same effect was sent to Colonel CUve, but Colonel Adlercron was 
requested to delay the public declaration of war until^l the British garriaoDS could 
be first informed. 

^ State Archives at the Hague. 
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Cossimb%zar 5 in our letter of the 7th July, but by their reply of 
the 19th of that month they gave us plausible reasons to the con- 
trary, viz. that the English before the present rupture had negotiated 
for a portion of their investment in ad\' ince, and that this as well 
as a portion of the money advanced In' the English brokers had 
been stolen by the Nawab’s people and bad disappeared. 

This plundered silk has drawn your Honourable Company into 
this delightful trouble, and fiom th’s neces'^arily results most of 
the misfortune which we have so -.uffered in the course of our 
affairs, although your servants at Cossimhazar seem to assert in 
their letter of the 26th ultimo that our bf f )U‘-mentioned distribu- 
tion of money to the mediators fi.c befveen the Dutch and the 
Nawab]^ was the probabU' cause. hope that your Excellencies 
will see the groundlessne'^s and folly of this accusation, when we, 
to continue the story of the silk, tell }ou that the principal nobles 
have tried to force both us and the French to take it over, 
and, on the refusaj of your servants at Cossimbazar to do so, have 
uttered the threats and made the exactions mentioned lu the Cossim- 
bazar letters of the 15th, i8th, 20th and 30th August, 5th, 17th and 
24th September and especially m that of the 26th October, whilst, 
the matter having not yet been concluded, we entreat your Excel- 
lencies for an opinion as promptly as possible. 

* * 

The most important of the up-country matters having been 
dealt with in our respectful letter of the 5th July last, we request 
permission to act in accordance therewith. At the same time 
we mention in thjs letter a few further particulars, which were 
passed, over in silence in our last letter for the sake of brevity, or 
which .came to our knowledge or occurred only after despatch of 
the same. ^ 

According to the news from Cossimbazar by the 7th April of 
this year, before the Nawab Aliverdi Khan laid down his head, the 
aunt of Siraj-uddaula, the widow of the very wealthy Nawajis 
Mahomet Khan, was knov^n to her nephew the young Nawab, to 
fiave put herself in a 4>osition to hold her own against him, but 
he, not troubling himself about trifles, forced her with her bead 
servants, according to the Cossimbazar letters of the lofh and zoth 

1 See below 
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April, to put her head in his lap, and immediately after, before the 
body of his before-mentioned grandfather had been interred, caused 
himself to be proclaimed Nawab of Bengal, Behar and Orissa. 

Thereupon followed the persecution of the English mentioned 
in our respectful letters — the first news thereof having reached us 
by Cossimbazar advices of the 3rd, 4th and 6th June, and amongst 
other matters that the officer of the before-mentioned fort there 
had in desperation put an end to himself, that the private soldiers 
had been put in irons, and the writers locked up in their rooms 
on rice and water. The book-keeper^ at Dacca writes under date 
of 7th June and ist July that the British were surrounded by 
4,000 cavalry and musketeers. Subsequently, that only the 
military were taken to the Moorish fort but our other friends 
had obtained permission to transfer themselves with their women 
folk to the French factory, from whence later on they got away 
to their fugitive fellow countrymen at Fulta. ’ In the same manner 
also those of Balasore who had retreated thence in good time. 
The rest who were taken prisoners at Calcutta have had, in the 
first fury, a dreadful time of it, about 160 prisoners* being sent 
into the so-called Black Hole or Donkevf^ai [Dark or Black Hole] 
in which there was not room for 40 prisoners, and there shut up. 
Thus they were trampled underfoot or suffocated, all but 15 or 16 
w’ho were brought out half dead next morning and beiifg fettered 
were led by the Nawab in his suite in triumph to Muxadavad. 
However on their arrival they w^ere at once liberated as well as 
the ex-chief of Cossimbazar with his Second and the others who 
had had the misfortune to fall into the hands oCthe Moors. 

* * Hf 

From the above-mentioned letters written by the Nawab to the 
Director yo^ Excellencies will see that' the Nawab had employed 
the Moor mCTchant Coja Wazid as his agent, that he ^nt him to 
Us to communicate his wishes both in respect of what he required 
in the attack on the English and also afterw^ards concerning the 
contribution we were to pay, letting no one else iflterfere in th^ 
matter but allowing him to act alone. Tiius we were unable to 
pay the promised remuneratioh of 40,000 florins [rupees] to any 

> Daniel Aukema. 
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one but him, as he made use of no other of the proposed mediators 
Coja Wazid restored us the balance after keeping 14,500 florins as 
his share by the order of the Nawab as appears bv our Minutes 
of the i6th July As the others might be able to do us much 
service or dis ser\ice \\( afterwards dnidod it as below — 

Rupees 10,000 to Raja Diiih’ h Ram 

4 000 to Ray ra. vail 

4 000 to Moh I Lai, 

5 000 tr Hugh ^ nf Fanjdar^'^ 

and the remaining 2,500 to ( c ja ^\ i/i 1 i i present to his broker 
and other servants, as appears b\ ir J lUtes of the 17th August 
and 1 2th October Consecpi nth i far as we know it has been 
distributed to the satisficti n >f all who participated therein, for 
though by our letter of the 2bth October }our servants at Cossim- 
bazar received full privileges for the purchase of silk, they ascribed 
the unfavour ible course of our affairs to this very distribution. 
We take the libc*rty to leave it to your consideration whether we 
had any j^rt or shire therein, for supposing the above-named 
agent had wanted to keep the whole sum for himself and to further 
reduce the portions originally allotted to his proposed partners 
whaf could we have done to prevent it We allowed him the 
amount and had nothing to do with anyone else If the division 
is not now exactly as it should be, it is the fault of the Agent or 
rather of the Nawab who employed him 

Although the Nawab verbally promised the Director, m the 
presence of M Armenault, the Head Administrator, at the time 
when they paid him their respects, to give us a general parwana 
confirming out privileges on his arrival at Muxadavad, still wre 
have not yet been able to obtain it, and according to the reports 
of the Cossiml?azar officials, their sollicitations dated the 19th 
and 20th ^ly have been so far fruitless. 

« 

The remanding nations carrying on business here have, as well 
as the French, had to Inake a free offering according to the degree 
of each one’s ability • 

' Probably Nand Kumar 

VOL. «. ao 



BENGAL IN 1756.67 


306 


The Danes ... .. Rupees'25,000 

The Portuguese „ 5,000 

The Emdeners „ 5,000. 

After the English who had been expelled from the country had 
arrived at Fulta, they wrote us several letters for assistance in the 
shape of anchors and ropes, provisions, clothes, &c. We determined 
unanimously in our Secret Consultations of the 28th June and 
the I2th July not to yield to our compassion fc«- them in their 
misfortune at present. Still since then having remembered that the 
French are inveterate enemies of the English we assisted the latter 
as much as we could, and on the 20th of the last- mentioned month 
we came to a secret resolution, in consideration of the close 
alliances between their nation and ours, to provide them with 
some food and clothes, intending to charge it to the English 
Company and also the anchors, 17 in number, which they took 
from Fulta for their use. 

Before we leave this subject we reqaest you» Excellencies for 
orders for our guidance in case the English come ,to make re- 
prisals and the Nawab should then order us, as he probably will, 
to bar their passage on his account by water and by land. For 
how are we to manage if he again comes and imposes a fipe in 
cash for contravention of his, or as he calls them, tfae King’s 
orders ? 

* 

Concerning the foreign nations we may add, with reference to 
the English, that they still stay in the enviroi»s of Fulta, where 
owing to the unaccustomed manner of living and tt^p bad drinking 
water they have had much sickness and death amdhgsf their 
people. Still in the course of last mqpth they^Jiave received a 
reinforceme 4 |of 230 men from Coromandel, but it is nq^ suiiltlidfi^ 
to undertake successfully the recovery of the town of Calc^t^iit 
seeing that the Moors have had the same considerably sfrengtWn^ 
and have garrisoned it with a formiciable force about i3,oo<^ 
men. Therefore there would seem to be n<f better counie for 
than to try to come to some amicable ^angement vdtb ft® 
Nawab, of which certainly there ha^ been some t&l' 
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‘•news which arrives here is so untrustworthy that we ar&not able 
to ^ive any information about this at present. 

The Council at Pondicherry and the French at Chandemagoie 
not having approved, during this last ^ ear, the renewed and ampli- 
fied cartel for the restoration of deserte’ s on both sides mentioned 
in our respectful letter to your Excellencies of the loth January 
last, we have been forced in confo^'mity with our resolutions of the 
20th and 30th April last, tc cancel it, and, at the request of that 
nation, to leave in full power and ^orce the old one concluded in 
the year 1732 and the treat\ renewed ir> ♦he year 1750, since there 
was nothing else to be done. 

The said nation has had it'* ficti n at Chandernagore con- 
siderably fortified durins: the troiibUs between the Nawab and the 
English, and has completed its fourth regular bastion, the founda- 
tion of which had been laid as earl> as 1750. Also all the houses 
which were standing somewhat near to the fort were pulled down 
in order to ha\c them out of the way m case of necessity, pnd to 
make themsehes safe as possible not only against the Nawab 
but also the •English, who supposing they mak^ reprisals against 
the Moors, ma\, in consequence of the present disturbances in 
Europe, pay them also a visit as they pass. 

Wtf have this year received only two shi^^s from Europe, but as 
a set-off we ha\e received several from Pondicherry which left here 
again last September. 

The Gloire and Indten [are at Chandernagore] and also the 
Favonte and the Satnt ConUst, of which the first and last are 
standing ready to depart for Europe, even if they should not carry 
any other cargo than that which the French themselves may have 
loaded theiji wifh, though the> [the French] have done no business 
these last few years. 

O'lw Danes h&ve received only one ship, named the King of 
fit)m Tranquebar, which is to return before long, conse- 
quently this nation is getting on very badly, and the Emdeners 
-still worse, for they have lost their vessel the Prince Henry of 
.J^mssia, (whictf they, disregarding our letter of the loth January 
last* had hired out), it was coming up the river, in such a 
way thjtt scarcely any4f th%<;j^^rgo dould be saved. 

The'Ptrtuluese trading^here have not received a vessel for three 
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years, possibly owing to the troubles wWch have, takeli place in 
their capital of Lisbon. Finally it is not iftlprbbable that all the 
lately arrived competitors [for the trade of the country] will be 
getting very tired of Bengal. 

Signed, A Bisdom, &c. 


END OF VOL. I. 
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